
 
 

  

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 
Our lives are like seeds sown in the earth. Even from what appears to be little, 
dormant, or dead God promises a harvest. At the Lord's table we are fed 

with the bread of life that we may bear fruit in the world. 
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THE WORD OF GOD  

 
Opening Sentence 

 

Officiant:     Blessed be God Father Son and Holy Spirit 

People:        And Blessed be his kingdom, now and forever. Amen 
  

Officiant:    O God, you direct our lives by your grace, and your words of justice and 

mercy reshape the world. Mold us into people who welcome your word and serve one 

another, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

Officiant:       Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.  
  

Confession of Sin         Silence may be kept. 

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, 

word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We 

have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 

ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son 

Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, 

and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
 

Absolution 

Brothers and sisters, when deeds of iniquity overwhelm us, God forgives our 

transgressions. Be at peace for God restores and strengthens you and waters is your 

soul in its parched and harden places.  Amen. 
 

Invitatory 

Officiant:     Lord, open our lips. 

People:        And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 

All:              Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was  

                     in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. Alleluia. 
 

Jubilate       Psalm 100  

Be joyful in the Lord, all you lands; *  

            serve the Lord with gladness  

            and come before his presence with a song.  
 

Know this: The Lord himself is God; * 

              he himself has made us, and we are his;  

             we are his people and the sheep of his pasture. 
 

Enter his gates with thanksgiving; go into his courts with praise; *  

               give thanks to him and call upon his Name.  
 

For the Lord is good; his mercy is everlasting; *  

                and his faithfulness endures from age to age.  



The First Lesson          Isaiah 55:10-13 

As the rain and the snow come down from heaven, and do not return there until they 

have watered the earth, making it bring forth and sprout, giving seed to the sower and 

bread to the eater, so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; it shall not 

return to me empty, but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, and succeed in the 

thing for which I sent it. For you shall go out in joy, and be led back in peace; the 

mountains and the hills before you shall burst into song, and all the trees of the field 

shall clap their hands. Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; instead of the 

brier shall come up the myrtle; and it shall be to the Lord for a memorial, for an 

everlasting sign that shall not be cut off. 
 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's people.  

 

The Epistle                   Romans 8:1-11 

There is no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. For the law of the Spirit 

of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death. For God has 

done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do: by sending his own Son in 

the likeness of sinful flesh, and to deal with sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, so that 

the just requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the 

flesh but according to the Spirit. For those who live according to the flesh set their 

minds on the things of the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit set their 

minds on the things of the Spirit. To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the 

mind on the Spirit is life and peace. For this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is 

hostile to God; it does not submit to God's law-- indeed it cannot, and those who are 

in the flesh cannot please God. 
 

But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in 

you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. But if 

Christ is in you, though the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of 

righteousness. If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he 

who raised Christ from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through his 

Spirit that dwells in you. 
 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's people. 

 

Psalm 65:1-14              Te decet hymnus 

You are to be praised, O God, in Zion; * 

    to you shall vows be performed in Jerusalem. 
 

To you that hear prayer shall all flesh come, * 

     because of their transgressions. 
 

Our sins are stronger than we are, * 

    but you will blot them out. 

 

 



 

Happy are they whom you choose and draw to your courts to dwell there! * 

    they will be satisfied by the beauty of your house,  

     by the holiness of your temple. 
 

Awesome things will you show us in your righteousness, 

                  O God of our salvation, * 

                  O Hope of all the ends of the earth and of the seas that are far away. 
 

You make fast the mountains by your power; * 

                  they are girded about with might. 
 

You still the roaring of the seas, * 

                  the roaring of their waves, 

                  and the clamor of the peoples. 
 

Those who dwell at the ends of the earth will tremble at your marvelous signs; * 

                  you make the dawn and the dusk to sing for joy. 
 

You visit the earth and water it abundantly; 

                  you make it very plenteous; * 

                  the river of God is full of water. 
 

You prepare the grain, * 

                  or so you provide for the earth. 
 

You drench the furrows and smooth out the ridges; * 

                  with heavy rain you soften the ground and bless its increase. 
 

You crown the year with your goodness, * 

                  and your paths overflow with plenty. 
 

May the fields of the wilderness be rich for grazing, * 

                  and the hills be clothed with joy. 
 

May the meadows cover themselves with flocks, 

                  and the valleys cloak themselves with grain; * 

                  let them shout for joy and sing. 

 

The Gospel                A Reading from the Gospel of Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 

Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. Such great crowds gathered 

around him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood on the 

beach. And he told them many things in parables, saying: “Listen! A sower went out 

to sow. And as he sowed, some seeds fell on the path, and the birds came and ate 

them up. Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and  

 

 



 

they sprang up quickly, since they had no depth of soil. But when the sun rose, they 

were scorched; and since they had no root, they withered away. Other seeds fell 

among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked them. Other seeds fell on good soil 

and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. Let anyone 

with ears listen!” 
 

“Hear then the parable of the sower. When anyone hears the word of the kingdom 

and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is sown in the 

heart; this is what was sown on the path. As for what was sown on rocky ground, this 

is the one who hears the word and immediately receives it with joy; yet such a person 

has no root, but endures only for a while, and when trouble or persecution arises on 

account of the word, that person immediately falls away. As for what was sown 

among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the cares of the world and the 

lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields nothing. But as for what was sown on 

good soil, this is the one who hears the word and understands it, who indeed bears 

fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.” 

 

The Homily                                                                    The Rev. Marlene E. Forrest 

                                  

The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

     creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

      He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

            and born of the Virgin Mary. 

      He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

            was crucified, died, and was buried. 

      He descended to the dead. 

      On the third day he rose again. 

      He ascended into heaven, 

             and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

       He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

       the holy catholic Church, 

       the communion of saints, 

       the forgiveness of sins, 

       the resurrection of the body, 

       and the life everlasting. Amen 

 

The Prayers 

Officiant:       The Lord be with you. 

People:           And also with you. 

Officiant:        Let us pray. 



Officiant and People: 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  

 hallowed be thy Name,  

thy kingdom come,  

thy will be done,  

      on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our trespasses,  

    as we forgive those  

          who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation,  

     but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom,  

     and the power, and the glory,  

     for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

Suffrages B  

V.    Save your people, Lord, and bless your inheritance;  

R.    Govern and uphold them, now and always. 

V.    Day by day we bless you;  

R.    We praise your name for ever.  

V.    Lord, keep us from all sin today;  

R.    Have mercy upon us, Lord, have mercy.  

V.    Lord, show us your love and mercy;  

R.    For we put our trust in you.  

V.    In you, Lord, is our hope;  

R.    And we shall never hope in vain.  

 

Turning our hearts to God who is gracious and merciful we pray for the church the 

world and all who are in need. 

 

Collect for Proper 10, The Sixth Sunday after Pentecost 

O Lord, mercifully receive the prayers of your people who call upon you, and grant 

that they may know and understand what things they ought to do, and also may have 

grace and power faithfully to accomplish them; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

 

 

 

 



Prayers of the People     

Called into unity with one another and the whole creation, let us pray for our shared 

world. 

 

We pray for the church. Sustain us as we share your word. Embrace us as we 

struggle to find our common ground. Lift up leaders with powerful and prophetic 

voices. Free us from stagnant faith. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great.  

 

God of creation, you called everything into being. Sustain this world with your 

renewing care. Inspire us to see waterways, plant life, birds, fish, insects, and 

mammals and call them good. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great.  

 

God of counsel, all authority belongs to you. Guide leaders in developing just 

policies and guide difficult conversations. Encourage the officials of this and every 

land to seek peace, equality, and unity. Instill wisdom in advocates who work for 

justice in often ignored communities, especially here in Richmond. Hear us, O God.  

Your mercy is great.  

 

God of care, you created us in your image. Help us see your likeness in one another. 

Open our eyes to see and attend to all who face oppression and suffering. Console, 

heal and nourish all in need, especially, Floyd Higgs, Clarissa Martin, Haywood 

McCullum, Johnetta Merritt, Lura E. Otteson, Frank Saunders, Patty Sydnor, and all 

those recovering from COVID-19. Hear us, O God.  

Your mercy is great.  

 

Renewing God, revive your church. Nourish and nurture the seeds you have planted, 

that we might grow as disciples. Replace what has been depleted. Sustain our 

ministries, especially the St. Francis Food Pantry and deepen relationships with the 

wider community of Richmond and beyond. Hear us, O God.  

Your mercy is great.  
 

God of compassion, you comfort us in our grief with the promise of the resurrection. 

We give you thanks for the saints of all time and in our lives, especially George 

Floyd, Brionna Taylor, Ahmad Arbury, David McAtee, Rayshard Brooks and all 

those whose name are known to you alone God. Hear us, O God.  

Your mercy is great.  
 

Receive these prayers, O God, and those too deep for words, through Jesus Christ 

our Lord. AMEN. 

 

 

 



A General Thanksgiving 

Accept, O Lord, our thanks and praise for all that you have done for us. We thank 

you for the splendor of the whole creation, for the beauty of this world, for the 

wonder of life, and for the mystery of love. 
 

 

We thank you for the blessing of family and friends, and for the loving care which 

surrounds us on every side. 
 

We thank you for setting us at tasks which demand our best efforts, and for leading 

us to accomplishments which satisfy and delight us. 
 

We thank you also for those disappointments and failures that lead us to acknowledge 

our dependence on you alone. 
 

Above all, we thank you for your Son Jesus Christ; for the truth of his Word and the 

example of his life; for his steadfast obedience, by which he overcame temptation; for 

his dying, through which he overcame death; and for his rising to life again, in which 

we are raised to the life of your kingdom. 
 

Grant us the gift of your Spirit, that we may know him and make him known; and 

through him, at all times and in all places, may give thanks to you in all things. Amen. 

 

Prayer of St. Chrysostom 

Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our 

common supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved Son 

that when two or three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the midst of 

them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as may be best for us; granting us 

in this world knowledge of your truth, and in the age to come life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Officiant:    Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your word. By 

your Holy Spirit help us to receive it with joy, live according to it, and grow in faith 

and hope and love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

People:       Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia"  

 

Blessing 

Brother and Sisters, sow the gospel wherever you go, not judging the soil on which 

you stand, for God brings forth fruit from unexpected places. May God, whose 

forgiveness is boundless, the Christ, whose charge is freedom, the spirit which grants 

is life and peace, keep our minds and hearts in grateful communion as we seek to 

serve. And the blessing of God Father, Son and Holy Spirit, be among you and 

remain with you always. Amen.      

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


