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THE WORD OF GOD 
                          

Celebrant:     Blessed be the one, holy, and living God. 

People:          Glory to God for ever and ever. 
 

Prayer of the Day                                                                             

Almighty and ever-living God, you revealed the incarnation of your Son 

by the brilliant shining of a star. Shine the light of your justice always in 

our hearts and over all lands, and accept our lives as the treasure we offer 

in your praise and for your service, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. Amen. 

 

Gloria                                                                                 

Glory to God in the highest,  

   and peace to his people on earth. 
 

Lord, God, heavenly King,  

almighty God and Father, 

   we worship you, we give you thanks,  

   we praise you for your glory. 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,  

Lord God, Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world:   

   have mercy on us; 

you are seated at the right hand of the Father:   

   receive our prayer. 
 

For you alone are the Holy One,  

you alone are the Lord,  

you alone are the Most High,  

   Jesus Christ,  

   with the Holy Spirit, 

   in the glory of God the Father.  Amen. 

 

Celebrant:   God be with you.  

People:   And also with you.  
Celebrant:   Let us pray. 

 

 

 

 



3 

 

 

 

 

 

Collect for The Epiphany 

O God, by the leading of a star you manifested your only Son to the 

peoples of the earth: Lead us, who know you now by faith, to your 

presence, where we may see your glory face to face; through Jesus Christ 

our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and for ever. Amen. 

 

LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 

Old Testament                 Isaiah 60:1-6 

Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you. 

For darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples; but the LORD will 

arise upon you, and his glory will appear over you. Nations shall come to your light, 

and kings to the brightness of your dawn. Lift up your eyes and look around; they all 

gather together, they come to you; your sons shall come from far away, and your 

daughters shall be carried on their nurses' arms. Then you shall see and be radiant; 

your heart shall thrill and rejoice, because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to 

you, the wealth of the nations shall come to you. A multitude of camels shall cover 

you, the young camels of Midian and Ephah; all those from Sheba shall come. They 

shall bring gold and frankincense, and shall proclaim the praise of the LORD. 
 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's people. 

 

Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14         Deus, judicium 

Give the King your justice, O God, * 

and your righteousness to the King's Son; 
 

That he may rule your people righteously * 

and the poor with justice; 
 

That the mountains may bring prosperity to the people, * 

and the little hills bring righteousness. 

 

He shall defend the needy among the people; * 

he shall rescue the poor and crush the oppressor. 
 

He shall live as long as the sun and moon endure, * 

from one generation to another. 
 

He shall come down like rain upon the mown field, * 

like showers that water the earth. 
 

In his time shall the righteous flourish; * 

there shall be abundance of peace till the moon shall be no more. 

 



4 

 

 

 

 

 

The kings of Tarshish and of the isles shall pay tribute, * 

and the kings of Arabia and Saba offer gifts. 
 

All kings shall bow down before him, * 

and all the nations do him service. 
 

For he shall deliver the poor who cries out in distress, * 

and the oppressed who has no helper. 
 

He shall have pity on the lowly and poor; * 

he shall preserve the lives of the needy. 
 

He shall redeem their lives from oppression and violence, * 

and dear shall their blood be in his sight. 

 

The Epistle                   Ephesians 3:1-12 
This is the reason that I Paul am a prisoner for Christ Jesus for the sake of you 

Gentiles-- for surely you have already heard of the commission of God's grace 

that was given me for you, and how the mystery was made known to me by 

revelation, as I wrote above in a few words, a reading of which will enable you 

to perceive my understanding of the mystery of Christ. In former generations 

this mystery was not made known to humankind, as it has now been revealed 

to his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit: that is, the Gentiles have 

become fellow heirs, members of the same body, and sharers in the promise in 

Christ Jesus through the gospel. 
 

Of this gospel I have become a servant according to the gift of God's grace that 

was given me by the working of his power. Although I am the very least of all 

the saints, this grace was given to me to bring to the Gentiles the news of the 

boundless riches of Christ, and to make everyone see what is the plan of the 

mystery hidden for ages in God who created all things; so that through the 

church the wisdom of God in its rich variety might now be made known to the 

rulers and authorities in the heavenly places. This was in accordance with the 

eternal purpose that he has carried out in Christ Jesus our Lord, in whom we 

have access to God in boldness and confidence through faith in him. 
 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's people. 

 

Gospel                                                                       Matthew 2:1-12 
Celebrant:  The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew  

People:     Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise 

men from the East came to Jerusalem, asking, "Where is the child who has 

been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and have  

come to pay him homage." When King Herod heard this, he was frightened,  
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and all Jerusalem with him; and calling together all the chief priests and 

scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born. 

They told him, "In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the 

prophet: `And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least 

among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who is to shepherd 

my people Israel.'" 
 

Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact 

time when the star had appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, "Go 

and search diligently for the child; and when you have found him, bring me 

word so that I may also go and pay him homage." When they had heard the 

king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at 

its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child was. When they saw 

that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. On entering the 

house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid 

him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of 

gold, frankincense, and myrrh. And having been warned in a dream not to 

return to Herod, they left for their own country by another road. 

Celebrant:     The Gospel of the Lord.                                                                          

People:      Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 

Sermon                                                                The Rev. Marlene E. Forrest  
 

Nicene Creed                       

We believe in one God,  

    the Father, the Almighty, 

    maker of heaven and earth,  

    of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

    the only Son of God,  

    eternally begotten of the Father, 

    God from God, Light from Light,  

    true God from true God, 

    begotten, not made, 

    of one Being with the Father. 

Through him all things were made. 

    For us and for our salvation 

    he came down from heaven:  

by the power of the Holy Spirit  

    he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,  

    and was made man. 
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For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  

    he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

    in accordance with the Scriptures; 

    he ascended into heaven 

    and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  

    and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

 who proceeds from the Father and the Son,  

    With the Father and the Son, he is worshiped and glorified. 

       He has spoken through the Prophets. 
 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead,  

    and the life of the world to come. Amen 

 

Prayers of the People     
Joining our voices with the song of the angels, let us pray for the 

church, the world, and all who are in need. 

A brief silence. 
 

Glorious God, fill your church with joy. Let your faithful people live as 

beacons of your redemption. Give wisdom and courage to your church that it 

may speak with boldness and confidence, even when words of mercy are met 

with scorn. Hear us, O God.  

Your mercy is great. 
 

Show us your faithfulness in the rising and setting of the sun. 

Place wonder into the hearts of those who search the skies and explore the 

heavens. Curb waste and pollution, that all might have clean air to breathe. 

Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

Bring all nations and rulers to the splendor of your dawn. Raise up advocates 

who champion the cause of exploited and vulnerable people. Inspire leaders 

to be generous with abundance, that all people might live in stability and 

freedom. Hear us, O God .  

Your mercy is great. 
 

Come quickly with your healing power to all who seek love, support, and 

restoration. Dispel fears and shadows. Restore broken relationships  

and mend broken hearts. Bring relief to those who are sick or struggling  
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especially, Glorious Bennett, Denise Brown, Janette Davis, Eva Hicks,  

Floyd Higgs, Mary Little, Adrienne Lockett, Clarissa Martin, Haywood 

McCullum, Johnetta Merritt, Maureen Norman, Lura E. Otteson, Beblon 

Parks, Roscoe Parker, Irma Dyson Robinson, Mark Robinson, Frank 

Saunders, Dora Sims, Flossie Smith, Pam Southall, and Patty Sydnor.  

Hear us, O God.   

Your mercy is great. 
 

Send traveling mercies upon all who journey home by other roads. Guard 

refugees, immigrants, and asylum seekers. Protect families fleeing conflict in 

their homelands or abuse in their homes. Tend to those who have no place to 

lay their heads. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

We give thanks for the lives and witness of those who died while waiting for 

justice, peace, or healing, especially Jesse Armstrong, Barbara Duncan, Gale 

Rivera, and others whose names we know and those whose names are known only 

to you. Sustain all who still yearn for the completion of your redeeming work. 

Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

O God, our times are in your hand: Look with favor, we pray, on your servants; 

Lydia Johnson, Alan Foster, Jr., Conrad Robinson, Asir White, Cynthia Smith-

Williams, Larry James, Jr., Stacey Alexander, Arthenia Rachel, Timothy Brown, 

Haywood McCallum as they begin another year. Grant that they may grow in 

wisdom and grace, and strengthen their trust in your goodness all the days of their 

lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

O God, you have so consecrated the covenant of marriage that in it is 

represented the spiritual unity between Christ and his Church: Send 

therefore your blessing upon your servants, Eric and Ernie Armstrong and 

Stephen and Carol Sims, that they may so love, honor, and cherish each 

other in faithfulness and patience, in wisdom and true godliness, that 

their home may be a haven of blessing and peace; through Jesus Christ 

our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and for ever. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

According to the boundless riches of Christ, you draw all your saints, from 

the least to the greatest, to your heavenly places. As you created all things,  

make all things new again in the splendor of your glory. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
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God of mercy, come quickly to us with grace upon grace as we lift these and 

all our prayers to you, in the name of Jesus. 

Amen. 
 

Confession of Sin 

Celebrant:        Let us confess our sins to God, whose loving kindness endures 

forever. 
 

ALL:                God of all mercy, we confess that we have sinned against 

you, opposing your will in our lives. We have denied your goodness in each 

other, in ourselves, and in the world you have created. We repent of the evil 

that enslaves us, the evil we have done, and the evil done on our behalf. 

Forgive, restore, and strengthen us through our Savior Jesus Christ, that we 

may abide in your love and serve only your will. Amen.  
 

Celebrant:      Sisters and brothers, siblings in Christ, our sins are forgiven by 

the mercy of Christ. Be at peace, for we have been freed from sin that we may 

serve with righteousness, to the glory and praise of God. Amen 
 

Peace  

Celebrant:         The peace of the Lord be always with you.  

People:             And also with you. 
 

THE LITURGY OF THE TABLE 
 

The Offertory  

Having listened to the Word of God, affirmed our faith, confessed our sins, received 

forgiveness, and shared in the peace, we are prepared for the drama and miracle of 

the Holy Communion. At the offertory, we gratefully offer back to God some of what 

God has given us, symbolically in the bread and wine, and in the gifts we give. All 

are invited to make a gift to support St. Philip’s ministry of sharing God’s love with 

the world. See our website, www.stphilipsrva.org for ways to give. The altar is 

prepared for Holy Communion. 
 

Musical Offering                          “We Three Kings” 
 

The Great Thanksgiving 

Celebrant:     The Lord be with you.                                                                       

People:            And also with you. 

Celebrant:       Lift up your hearts.  

People:           We lift them to the Lord.                                                                        

Celebrant:       Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.                                           

People:           It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to 

you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth; because you sent your beloved  

http://www.stphilipsrva.org/
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Son to redeem us from sin and death, and to make us heirs in him of everlasting 

life; that when he shall come again in power and great triumph to judge the world, 

we may without shame or fear rejoice to behold his appearing.  
 

Wondrous are you, Holy One of Blessing, all you create is a sign of hope for our 

journey; And so as the morning stars sing your praises we join the heavenly beings 

and all creation as we shout with joy: 
 

Sanctus         [sung]                                                                                                     

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your 

glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the 

Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 
 

Glory and honor are yours, Creator of all, your Word has never been silent; you 

called a people to yourself, as a light to the nations, you delivered them from 

bondage and led them to a land of promise. Of your grace, you gave Jesus to be  

human, to share our life, to proclaim the coming of your holy reign and give 

himself for us, a fragrant offering.  
 

Through Jesus Christ our Redeemer, you have freed us from sin, brought us into 

your life, reconciled us to you, and restored us to the glory you intend for us. 
 

We thank you that on the night before he died for us Jesus took bread, and when he 

had given thanks to you, he broke it, gave it to his friends and said: “Take, eat, this 

is my Body, broken for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”  
 

After supper Jesus took the cup of wine, said the blessing, gave it to his friends and 

said: “Drink this, all of you: this cup is the new Covenant in my Blood, poured out 

for you and for all for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.”  

And so, remembering all that was done for us: the cross, the tomb, the resurrection 

and ascension, longing for Christ’s coming in glory, and presenting to you these  

gifts your earth has formed and human hands have made, we acclaim you, O 

Christ:                                                                                                        
 

All:             Dying, you destroyed our death. Rising, you restored our life. 

Christ Jesus, come in glory!  
 

Send your Holy Spirit upon us and upon these gifts of bread and wine that they 

may be to us the Body and Blood of your Christ. Grant that we, burning with your 

Spirit’s power, may be a people of hope, justice, and love. Giver of Life draw us  

together in the Body of Christ, and in the fullness of time gather us with blessed 

Philip, and all your people into the joy of our true eternal home. Through Christ  

and with Christ and in Christ, by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, we worship 

you our God and Creator in voices of unending praise.  

All:               Blessed are you now and for ever. Amen 
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And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to sing,                                                                                                                                                       
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

    hallowed be thy Name,  

    thy kingdom come,           

    thy will be done,  

  on earth as it is in heaven.   
 

Give us this day our daily bread.     

And forgive us our trespasses,  

    as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation,  

    but deliver us from evil.   

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory  

    for ever and ever.  Amen. 
 

Agnus Dei -  Lamb of God   [sung] 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, grant us peace. 
 

Invitation to Holy Communion 

Spiritual Communion is personal devotional that we can pray at any time to express 

our desire to receive Holy Communion at that moment, but in which circumstances  

impede us from actually receiving Holy Communion. 
 

Celebrant and People: 

In union, O Lord, with your faithful people at every altar of your Church, 

where the Holy Eucharist is now being celebrated, we desire to offer to you  

praise and thanksgiving. We remember your death, Lord Christ; we proclaim  

your resurrection; we await your coming in glory. And since we cannot 

receive you today in the Sacrament of your Body and Blood, we beseech you 

to come spiritually into our hearts. Cleanse and strengthen us with your  

grace, Lord Jesus, and let us never be separated from you. May we live in 

you, and you in us, in this life and in the life to come. Amen. 

 

Post Communion Prayer 

Loving God, we give you thanks for restoring us in your image and nourishing us 

with spiritual food in the Sacrament of Christ’s Body and Blood. Now send us forth 

a people, forgiven, healed, renewed; that we may proclaim your love to the world 

and continue in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen. 
 

Blessing    

Now may the face of God shine upon you so that you may be saved; and may the 

grace of God live within you through Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen. 
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Dismissal 

Celebrant:         Brothers and Sisters, our worship has ended but our service to 

the world begins. May you live without fear: knowing our Creator has made us 

holy, has always protected us, and loves us as a mother and go in peace to follow 

the good road and may God’s blessing be with you always. Amen. 

People:          Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia. 
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Virtual Worship, Prayer, 
Bible Study and more 

 

Time Phone 
St. Philip’s Website or  

Facebook Live 
Zoom 

 

Sunday Bible Study 
 

9 AM 
 

Dial:  978-990-5000 
Access code:  656298 # 

 

 
- 

 
- 

 

Sunday Morning Worship 
 

10 AM 
 

Dial:  1-301-715-8592 
ID: 937 9611 8377 
Password: 074878 

 

 

Go to our website: 
stphilipsrva.org 

or 
our Facebook page: 

 St. Philip’s Episcopal RVA  

 

See Saturday 
Worship News 
email for log-in 

 

 

1st & 3rd Sundays Only 
Youth Sunday School 

 
11 AM 

 
 
- 

 
 
- 

 
See Saturday 

Worship News 
email for log-in 

 

 

1st Sunday Only 
Virtual Coffee Hour 

 

12 PM 

 

Dial:  1-301-715-8592 
ID:  160 914 381 

Password:  873302 
 

 
 

- 

 

See Saturday 
Worship News 
email for log-in 

 
 

Tuesday Night Prayer 
 

8 PM 
 
- 

Go to our website: 
stphilipsrva.org 

or 
our Facebook page: 

 St. Philip’s Episcopal RVA 

 
- 

 

Wednesday Circle of Love 
Noonday Prayer 
 

 

12 PM 
 

Dial:  978-990-5000 
Access code:  870051 # 

 
- 

 
- 

 

General emails from church – Please check often and READ.  Lots of church and Diocesan information included!! 
 


