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The Entrance Rite 
 
Celebrant:  Blessed be God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
People:       And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.  
 
Collect of Purity  
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no 
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your 
Holy Spirit that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy 
Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Gloria                                                                                 
Glory to God in the highest,  
   and peace to his people on earth. 
Lord, God, heavenly King,  
almighty God and Father, 
   we worship you, we give you thanks,  
   we praise you for your glory. 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,  
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world:   
   have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:   
   receive our prayer. 
 

For you alone are the Holy One,  
you alone are the Lord,  
you alone are the Most High,  
   Jesus Christ,  
   with the Holy Spirit, 
   in the glory of God the Father.  Amen. 
 
Celebrant:  God be with you.  
People:  And also with you.  
Celebrant:  Let us pray. 
 
Collect for the Feast of Alexander Crummell                                                                                 
Almighty and everlasting God, we thank you for your servant Alexander 
Crummell, whom you called to preach the gospel to those who were far off and 
to those who were near: Raise up, in this and every land, evangelists and 
heralds of your kingdom, that your church may proclaim the unsearchable 
riches of our Savior Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. Amen. 
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LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 
Old Testament                                               Ecclesiasticus 39:6–11 
If the great Lord is willing, he will be filled with the spirit of understanding; 
he will pour forth words of wisdom of his own and give thanks to the Lord in 
prayer. The Lord will direct his counsel and knowledge, as he meditates on his 
mysteries. He will show the wisdom of what he has learned, and will glory in 
the law of the Lord’s covenant. Many will praise his understanding; it will 
never be blotted out. His memory will not disappear, and his name will live 
through all generations. Nations will speak of his wisdom, and the 
congregation will proclaim his praise. If he lives long, he will leave a name 
greater than a thousand, and if he goes to rest, it is enough for him. 
 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.  
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm 19         Caeli enarrant 
The heavens declare the glory of God, * 

and the firmament shows his handiwork. 
 
One day tells its tale to another, * 

and one night imparts knowledge to another. 
 
Although they have no words or language, * 

and their voices are not heard, 
 
Their sound has gone out into all lands, * 

and their message to the ends of the world. 
 
In the deep has he set a pavilion for the sun; * 

it comes forth like a bridegroom out of his chamber; 
it rejoices like a champion to run its course. 

 
It goes forth from the uttermost edge of the heavens 

and runs about to the end of it again; * 
nothing is hidden from its burning heat. 

 
The law of the Lord is perfect 

and revives the soul; * 
the testimony of the Lord is sure and gives wisdom to the innocent. 

 
The statutes of the Lord are just 

and rejoice the heart; * 
the commandment of the Lord is clear and gives light to the eyes. 
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The fear of the Lord is clean 

and endures for ever; * 
the judgments of the Lord are true and righteous altogether. 

 
More to be desired are they than gold, 

more than much fine gold, * 
sweeter far than honey, than honey in the comb. 

 
By them also is your servant enlightened, * 

and in keeping them there is great reward. 
 
Who can tell how often he offends? * 

cleanse me from my secret faults. 
 
Above all, keep your servant from presumptuous sins; 

let them not get dominion over me; * 
then shall I be whole and sound, and innocent of a great offense. 

 
Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my 

heart be acceptable in your sight, * 
O Lord, my strength and my redeemer. 

 
Epistle                                                                                 James 3:1-12 
Not many of you should become teachers, my brothers and sisters, for you 
know that we who teach will be judged with greater strictness. For all of us 
make many mistakes. Anyone who makes no mistakes in speaking is perfect, 
able to keep the whole body in check with a bridle. If we put bits into the 
mouths of horses to make them obey us, we guide their whole bodies. Or look 
at ships: though they are so large that it takes strong winds to drive them, yet 
they are guided by a very small rudder wherever the will of the pilot directs. 
So also the tongue is a small member, yet it boasts of great exploits. 
How great a forest is set ablaze by a small fire! And the tongue is a fire. The 
tongue is placed among our members as a world of iniquity; it stains the  
whole body, sets on fire the cycle of nature, and is itself set on fire by hell. For 
every species of beast and bird, of reptile and sea creature, can be tamed and 
has been tamed by the human species, but no one can tame the tongue-- a 
restless evil, full of deadly poison. With it we bless the Lord and Father, and 
with it we curse those who are made in the likeness of God. From the same 
mouth come blessing and cursing. My brothers and sisters, this ought not to 
be so. Does a spring pour forth from the same opening both fresh and brackish 
water? Can a fig tree, my brothers and sisters, yield olives, or a grapevine figs? 
No more can salt water yield fresh. 
 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.  
People:  Thanks be to God. 
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Gospel                                                        Mark 4:21-25 
Celebrant:  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark. 
People:  Glory to you Lord Christ. 
Jesus said to the disciples, “Is a lamp brought in to be put under the bushel 
basket, or under the bed, and not on the lampstand? For there is nothing 
hidden, except to be disclosed; nor is anything secret, except to come to light. 
Let anyone with ears to hear listen!” And he said to them, “Pay attention to 
what you hear; the measure you give will be the measure you get, and still 
more will be given you. For to those who have, more will be given; and from 
those who have nothing, even what they have will be taken away.” 
 

People:     Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
Sermon                                                                               The Rev. Marlene E. Forrest 
 
Nicene Creed                       
We believe in one God,  
    the Father, the Almighty, 
    maker of heaven and earth,  
    of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
    the only Son of God,  
    eternally begotten of the Father, 
    God from God, Light from Light,  
    true God from true God, 
    begotten, not made, 
    of one Being with the Father. 
    Through him all things were made. 
  For us and for our salvation 
        he came down from heaven: 
 by the power of the Holy Spirit  
        he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,  
           and was made man. 
  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  
        he suffered death and was buried. 
        On the third day he rose again 
            in accordance with the Scriptures; 
        he ascended into heaven 
            and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  
            and his kingdom will have no end. 
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We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
    who proceeds from the Father and the Son,  
    With the Father and the Son, he is worshiped and glorified. 
    He has spoken through the Prophets. 
    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
    We look for the resurrection of the dead,  
        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Prayers of the People   
Celebrant:  Gracious God, you fill us with faith and courage to confront the 
world's injustice and to carry your abundant love to all the world: Hear us as 
we pray, saying: We give thanks to God in prayer; fill us with your Spirit. 
 
Raise up evangelists and heralds of your kingdom, who will preach the Gospel 
to those who are far off and to those who are near, and bring the unsearchable 
riches of Christ to all people.  
 
We give thanks to God in prayer; fill us with your Spirit. 
 
Direct the counsel and knowledge of all leaders, Almighty One, that they may 
confront injustice and racism with words and acts of wisdom and compassion. 
 
We give thanks to God in prayer; fill us with your Spirit. 
 
Visit with your healing power all who live in places of thorns and threat, 
violence and racism, the rocky soil and scorched earth of poverty and 
injustice: Sow your seeds of love into the soil of good hearts, that the earth 
may bring forth an abundant harvest of justice and truth. 
 
We give thanks to God in prayer; fill us with your Spirit. 
 
Revive our souls, O Gracious One, and fill our communities with perseverance 
and enduring faith, that with warm, emotional and impulsive energy we may 
reclaim neighborhoods in kindness and in peace. 
 
We give thanks to God in prayer; fill us with your Spirit. 
 
Into your abundant heart, O God, we offer the cares of our hearts as we pray in 
intercession, especially for Augustus Argrett, Courtney Armstrong, Ryker 
Armstrong, Patricia Brice, Denise Brown, Alexander Corbett, Janette Davis, 
Doris Dickerson, Christina Foster, Eudora Forrest, Lewis Forrest, Eva Hicks, 
Floyd Higgs, Jasmine Kee, Eli Kince, Walter “Buck” Lee, Jr., Mary Little, 
Jonathan Lyles, Michael Mack, Clarissa Martin, Haywood McCallum, Milton  
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Marriott, Johnetta Merritt, Lela A. Morris, Roscoe Parker, Beblon Parks, 
Randolph Phillp, Venita Phillip, Vernon Reavis, Steve Russell, Frank Saunders, 
Eugene Seymour, Dora Sims, Amy Smith, James Smith, Pam Southall, Patty 
Sydnor, Yolanda Tabon, Greg Turnipseed, Yvonne Williamson, and Ed West. 
 
We give thanks to God in prayer; fill us with your Spirit. 
 
Hear our glad shouts of thanksgiving and praise as we bring to you the 
gratitude of our souls, especially for Jared Crews, Adrienne Nelson, Adam 
White, and Andrew Jallah, Jr. as they begin another year. Grant that they may 
grow in wisdom and grace, and strengthen their trust in your goodness all 
the days of their lives. 
 
We give thanks to God in prayer; fill us with your Spirit. 
 
We entrust into your eternal love all who have died, especially Jessica Harris-
Hawkins, Minnie Lewis, and Alan Reese. 
 
We give thanks to God in prayer; fill us with your Spirit. 
 
Celebrant:  Loving and gracious Father, you called your faithful servant 
Alexander Crummell to bring leadership and hope to your Church through the 
gifts and spirit of the African race: Fill us with your Spirit, that we may 
continue the work, building institutions and relationships of justice, truth, and 
reconciling peace, through Jesus Christ our Savior, who with you and the Holy 
Spirit, lives and reigns, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
The Confession  
Celebrant and People:  Most merciful God, we confess that we have 
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done,  
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole  
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry  
and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy 
on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your 
ways, to the glory of your Name.  Amen.  
 
Absolution 
Celebrant:  Brothers and sisters, siblings in Christ, Almighty God have mercy 
on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you 
in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. 
Amen. 
 
Peace  
Celebrant:   The peace of the Lord be always with you.  
People:        And also with you. 
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The Offertory  
Celebrant:   With Jesus’ help we will continually offer our sacrifice of praise to  
God by telling others of the glory of his name. Don’t forget to do good and to 
share what you have with those in need, for such sacrifices are very pleasing  
to him. And now we are prepared for the drama and miracle of the Holy 
Communion. At the offertory, we gratefully offer back to God some of what 
God has given us, symbolically in the bread and wine, and in the gifts we give.  
All are invited to make a gift to support St. Philip’s ministry of sharing God’s 
love with the world. See our website, stphilipsrva.org for ways to give. The 
altar is prepared for Holy Communion.  
 

Musical Offering         “I Have Decided to Follow Jesus”                                                                                                                             
 
Celebrant:  The Lord be with you.  
People:   And also with you.  
Celebrant:  Lift up your hearts.  
People:  We lift them to the Lord.  
Celebrant:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
People:  It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

 

THE LITURGY OF THE TABLE 
 

Celebrant:    It is right and good and joyful always and everywhere to give 
thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth; because of the 
obedience of your saints, like Alexander Crummell, you have given us an 
example of righteousness, and in their eternal joy a glorious pledge of the 
hope of our calling. We praise you and we bless you, holy and gracious God, 
source of life abundant. From before time you made ready the creation. Your 
Spirit moved over the deep and brought all things into being: sun, moon, and  
stars; earth, winds, and waters; and every living thing. You made us in your 
image, and taught us to walk in your ways. But we rebelled against you, and  
wandered far away; and yet, as a mother cares for her children, you would not  
forget us. Time and again you called us to live in the fullness of your love.  
And so this day we join with Saints and Angels in the chorus of praise that 
rings through eternity, lifting our voices to magnify you as we say:  
 
Celebrant and People:  
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,  
heaven and earth are full of your glory.  
     Hosanna in the highest.  
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.  
     Hosanna in the highest. 
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Celebrant:   Glory and honor and praise to you, holy and living God. To deliver 
us from the power of sin and death and to reveal the riches of your grace, you 
looked with favor upon Mary, your willing servant, that she might conceive  
and bear a son, Jesus the holy child of God. Living among us, Jesus loved us. He  
broke bread with outcasts and sinners, healed the sick, and proclaimed good  
news to the poor. He yearned to draw all the world to himself yet we were 
heedless of his call to walk in love. Then, the time came for him to complete 
upon the cross the sacrifice of his life, and to be glorified by you.  
 

On the night before he died for us, Jesus was at table with his friends. He took 
bread, gave thanks to you, broke it, and gave it to them, and said: “Take, eat: 
This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”  
 

As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine. Again, he gave thanks to 
you, gave it to them, and said: “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the 
new Covenant, which is poured out for you and for all for the forgiveness of 
sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 

Now gathered at your table, O God of all creation, and remembering Christ, 
crucified and risen, who was and is and is to come, we offer to you our gifts of 
bread and wine, and ourselves, a living sacrifice.  
 

Pour out your Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Body and Blood of 
Christ. Breathe your Spirit over the whole earth and make us your new 
creation, the Body of Christ given for the world you have made.  
 

In the fullness of time bring us, with St. Philip and all your saints, from every 
tribe and language and people and nation, to feast at the banquet prepared 
from the foundation of the world.  
 

Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, to 
you be honor, glory, and praise, for ever and ever. 
 

All:  AMEN. 
 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to sing,     
                                                                                                                 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
    hallowed be thy Name,  
    thy kingdom come,           
    thy will be done,  
          on earth as it is in heaven, 
Give us this day our daily bread.     
And forgive us our trespasses,  
   as we forgive those  
          who trespass against us. 
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And lead us not into temptation,  
    but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom,  
    and the power, and the glory  
    for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
Celebrant:  Alleluia, Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 
People:       Therefore, let us keep the feast.  Alleluia. 
 

Celebrant:   Brothers and sisters, siblings this table is not ours it is the  
Lords, so come to this table, you who have much faith and you who would like  
more, you have been here often and you have not been for a long time, you  
have tried to follow Jesus and you have failed, come it is Christ who invites us 
to meet him here. All are welcome at the table of God. 
 

Celebrant:   The Gifts of God for the People of God.  Take them in 
remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, 
with thanksgiving. 
 

Prayer for Spiritual Communion 
Celebrant:    In the Episcopal tradition, we believe that when circumstances 
make it impossible to consume the Eucharistic elements, our desire is enough 
for God to grant all the benefits of communion. 
 

I invite all those who are unable to receive the consecrated bread and wine 
this day, but who long for the grace and blessing of God through our Savior 
Jesus Christ, to join me in this Prayer for Spiritual Communion: 
 

In union, Blessed Jesus, with your faithful people at every altar of your 
Church where the Holy Eucharist is now being celebrated, I offer my 
praise and thanksgiving. Since I cannot receive you today in the 
Sacrament of your Body and Blood, I ask you to come spiritually into my 
heart. Cleanse and strengthen me with your grace, Lord Jesus, and let me 
never be separated from you. May I live in you, and you in me, in this life 
and in the life to come.  Amen. 
 

Post Communion Prayer 
Celebrant:  Let us pray.  
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living 
members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with 
spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into  
the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve 
you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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Prayer for the 20th Anniversary of 9/11 
Powerful God, our refuge and our strength, we pray for your peace this 20th 
Anniversary of the 9/11 attacks. We turn to you for peace and security as we 
recall the day. Comfort and strengthen the family and friends of those who 
died. Give healing to the survivors of the attacks. We thank you for the bravery 
and the sacrifice of those who saved lives as firefighters, rescue crews, and 
people aboard the plane and in the buildings. Assure each person whose life 
changed forever of your protection and strength. May we learn to depend on 
the security you offer. Give us your compassion to help each other and 
recognize need around the world. Give us your hope as we face an uncertain 
future. Give us your peace.  Amen. 
 

THE CONCLUDING RITE 
 

The Blessing  
Celebrant: Life is short, and we do not have much time to gladden the hearts 
of those who make the journey with us. So be swift to love, and make haste to  
be kind. And the blessing of God, who made us, who loves us, and who travels 
with us, be with you now and for ever. Amen. 
 
Dismissal   
Celebrant:  Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit. 
Alleluia, alleluia.  
People:        Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Worship Participants 

Lector: Freida McNeil  
Soloists: 

Charmaine McGilvary / Karen Savage  
Organist/Minister of Music:  

Dr. Willis L. Barnett 
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The Feast of Alexander Crummell and UBE Sunday 
On September 10, The Episcopal Church celebrates the life and 
legacy of a notable saint: the Reverend Alexander Crummell. This 
day is also designated as Union of Black Episcopalians (UBE) 
Sunday to commemorate the racial justice ministry of this 
organization which was an outgrowth of Crummell’s advocacy.   
 
The Rev. Alexander Crummell was born March 3, 1819, in New 
York City to Charity Hicks, a free woman of color, and Boston 
Crummell, a former slave. Both parents were active abolitionists. 
The first African-American newspaper, Freedom's Journal, was 

published out of their home.  
  
As a young man, Crummell was driven out of an academy in New Hampshire, dismissed as a 
candidate for Holy Orders in New York, and rejected for admittance to General Seminary 
because of his race. He was eventually ordained in 1844 as a priest in the Diocese of 
Massachusetts, but left for England after being excluded from diocesan convention.  
  
Ever determined, Crummell studied at Queens’ College, Cambridge and was the first officially 
black student recorded as graduating. Soon after, he traveled to Liberia as a missionary to 
convert native Africans to Christianity and educate them, as well as to persuade American black 
community of their duty to go to Africa to spread Christianity across the continent. Crummell 
lived and worked for 20 years in Liberia. Finally, political opposition, lack of funding, and the 
potential for life-threatening violence forced him to return to the United States.  
 
Upon return to the U.S., he was first called to St. Mary’s Episcopal Mission in the Foggy Bottom 
area of Washington, DC. In 1875 he and his congregation founded St. Luke's Episcopal Church, 
the first independent black Episcopal church in the city. When in 1882 southern bishops 
proposed that a separate missionary district be created for black congregations, Crummell was a 
founding leader in establishing national black convocation to fight the proposal. That 
organization became known as Conference of Church Workers Among Colored People and is a 
predecessor body to Union of Black Episcopalians. 
 
After retiring from St. Luke's in 1894, Crummell taught at Howard University until 1897. He 
died September 10, 1898, at the age of 79. Crummell was an important voice within the abolition 
movement and a leader of Pan-African ideology, influencing other black nationalists. In fact, 
W.E.B. Du Bois paid tribute to Crummell with a memorable essay entitled "Of Alexander 
Crummell" collected in his 1903 book, The Souls of Black Folk. His feast day in the Episcopal 
Church is September 10.   
 
The Union of Black Episcopalians (UBE) is a national faith-based advocacy organization whose 
goal is to address racial and social injustices and disparities within and outside our church. Visit 
UBE’s website, www.ube.org, to support their ministry of justice and racial reconciliation.   

 
 
Published by the Office of Communication of The Episcopal Church, 815 Second Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10017  
© 2019 The Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the United States of America. All rights reserved. 
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Please READ the emails from the church, 

you’ll find important Church and Diocesan information! 
 

Fall Schedule 

Virtual Worship, 
Prayer & Bible 

Study  
Time Phone 

St. Philip’s 
Website or  

Facebook Live 
Zoom 

Sunday Bible Study 9:00am 
Dial:  978-990-5000 

Access code:  
656298 # 

 
 

 
 

Sunday Morning Worship 
(In Church) 10:300am 

Dial:  1-301-715-
8592 

ID: 937 9611 8377 
Password: 074878 

Go to our website: 
stphilipsrva.org 

or 
our Facebook page: 

St. Philip’s Episcopal RVA 

Meeting ID: 
937 9611 8377 

Password: 
074878 

Tuesday Night Prayer 8:00pm 

 
 Go to our website: 

stphilipsrva.org 
or 

our Facebook page: 
St. Philip’s Episcopal RVA 

 
 

Wednesday  
Circle of Love 

Noonday Prayer 
12:00pm 

Dial:  978-990-5000 
Access code:  

870051 # 
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