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The Entrance Rite
Celebrant: Blessed be God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
People:
And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

Collect of Purity
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your
Holy Spirit that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy
Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.
Gloria
Glory to God in the highest,
and peace to his people on earth.
Lord, God, heavenly King,
almighty God and Father,
we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world:
have mercy on us;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:
receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High,
Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.
Celebrant: God be with you.
People:
And also with you.
Celebrant: Let us pray.

Collect for Proper 11
Almighty God, the fountain of all wisdom, you know our necessities before we
ask and our ignorance in asking: Have compassion on our weakness, and
mercifully give us those things which for our unworthiness we dare not, and
for our blindness we cannot ask; through the worthiness of your Son Jesus
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and for ever. Amen.
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LITURGY OF THE WORD
Old Testament
2 Samuel 7:1-14a
When the king was settled in his house, and the Lord had given him rest from
all his enemies around him, the king said to the prophet Nathan, “See now, I
am living in a house of cedar, but the ark of God stays in a tent.” Nathan said to
the king, “Go, do all that you have in mind; for the Lord is with you.”
But that same night the word of the Lord came to Nathan: Go and tell my
servant David: Thus says the Lord: Are you the one to build me a house to live
in? I have not lived in a house since the day I brought up the people of Israel
from Egypt to this day, but I have been moving about in a tent and a
tabernacle. Wherever I have moved about among all the people of Israel, did I
ever speak a word with any of the tribal leaders of Israel, whom I commanded
to shepherd my people Israel, saying, “Why have you not built me a house of
cedar?” Now therefore thus you shall say to my servant David: Thus says
the Lord of hosts: I took you from the pasture, from following the sheep to be
prince over my people Israel; and I have been with you wherever you went,
and have cut off all your enemies from before you; and I will make for you a
great name, like the name of the great ones of the earth. And I will appoint a
place for my people Israel and will plant them, so that they may live in their
own place, and be disturbed no more; and evildoers shall afflict them no more,
as formerly, from the time that I appointed judges over my people Israel; and I
will give you rest from all your enemies. Moreover the Lord declares to you
that the Lord will make you a house. When your days are fulfilled and you lie
down with your ancestors, I will raise up your offspring after you, who shall
come forth from your body, and I will establish his kingdom. He shall build a
house for my name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever. I
will be a father to him, and he shall be a son to me.
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
People: Thanks be to God.
Psalm 89:20-37
I have found David my servant; *
with my holy oil have I anointed him.

Tunc locutus es

My hand will hold him fast *
and my arm will make him strong.

No enemy shall deceive him, *
nor any wicked man bring him down.
I will crush his foes before him *
and strike down those who hate him.
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My faithfulness and love shall be with him, *
and he shall be victorious through my Name.
I shall make his dominion extend *
from the Great Sea to the River.

He will say to me, 'You are my Father, *
my God, and the rock of my salvation.'

I will make him my firstborn *
and higher than the kings of the earth.

I will keep my love for him for ever, *
and my covenant will stand firm for him.
I will establish his line for ever *
and his throne as the days of heaven."

"If his children forsake my law *
and do not walk according to my judgments;
If they break my statutes *
and do not keep my commandments;

I will punish their transgressions with a rod *
and their iniquities with the lash;
But I will not take my love from him, *
nor let my faithfulness prove false.

I will not break my covenant, *
nor change what has gone out of my lips.
Once for all I have sworn by my holiness: *
'I will not lie to David.
His line shall endure for ever *
and his throne as the sun before me;

It shall stand fast for evermore like the moon, *
the abiding witness in the sky.' "

Epistle
Ephesians 2:11-22
Remember that at one time you Gentiles by birth, called “the uncircumcision”
by those who are called “the circumcision” —a physical circumcision made in
the flesh by human hands— remember that you were at that time without
Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers to the
covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the world. But now
in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near by the blood
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of Christ. For he is our peace; in his flesh he has made both groups into one
and has broken down the dividing wall, that is, the hostility between us. He
has abolished the law with its commandments and ordinances, that he might
create in himself one new humanity in place of the two, thus making peace,
and might reconcile both groups to God in one body through the cross,
thus putting to death that hostility through it. So he came and proclaimed
peace to you who were far off and peace to those who were near; for through
him both of us have access in one Spirit to the Father. So then you are no
longer strangers and aliens, but you are citizens with the saints and also
members of the household of God, built upon the foundation of the apostles
and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the cornerstone. In him the whole
structure is joined together and grows into a holy temple in the Lord; in whom
you also are built together spiritually into a dwelling place for God.

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
People: Thanks be to God.

Gospel
Mark 6:30-34, 53-56
Celebrant: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark.
People:
Glory to you Lord Christ.

The apostles gathered around Jesus, and told him all that they had done and
taught. He said to them, “Come away to a deserted place all by yourselves and
rest a while.” For many were coming and going, and they had no leisure even
to eat. And they went away in the boat to a deserted place by themselves. Now
many saw them going and recognized them, and they hurried there on foot
from all the towns and arrived ahead of them. As he went ashore, he saw a
great crowd; and he had compassion for them, because they were like sheep
without a shepherd; and he began to teach them many things.
When they had crossed over, they came to land at Gennesaret and moored the
boat. When they got out of the boat, people at once recognized him, and
rushed about that whole region and began to bring the sick on mats to
wherever they heard he was. And wherever he went, into villages or cities or
farms, they laid the sick in the marketplaces, and begged him that they might
touch even the fringe of his cloak; and all who touched it were healed.
People:

Sermon

Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Rev. Dr. Mark A. Jefferson

Assistant Professor of Homiletics (Preaching)
and the Associate Director of the
Deep Calls to Deep Preaching Program at
Virginia Theological Seminary
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Nicene Creed
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
With the Father and the Son, he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
Prayers of the People
Rooted in Christ and sustained by the Spirit, we offer our prayers for the
church, the world, and all of creation. A brief silence.

Tend your church, O God. Encourage bishops, pastors, and deacons in their
proclamation of the gospel. Raise up new leaders and encourage those
pursuing a call to ministry. Embolden all the baptized to embody your love and
justice. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
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Restore your creation, O God. Sustain croplands and pastures and safeguard all
farm animals and livestock. Preserve lakes, rivers, and streams that offer
refreshment. Revive lands recovering from natural disasters and protect
coastlands threatened by rising oceans. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Reconcile the nations, O God. Break down the dividing walls that make us
strangers to one another and unite us as one human family. Equip leaders to
deal wisely with conflict and guide diplomats who seek peaceful solutions.
Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Nourish this congregation, O God. Prepare a table where we receive food for
our hungering spirits. Renew our commitment to provide for one another and
revitalize our ministries of feeding and nurturing hungry neighbors. Hear us,
O God.
Your mercy is great.

Heal your people, O God. Look with compassion on immigrants, exiles, and all
who are afraid or feel lost. Give rest to those who are weary, comfort to those
who are grieving, and recovery to those who are ill, especially Ryker
Armstrong, Patricia Brice, Denise Brown, Jean Carroll, Alexander Corbett,
Janette Davis, Doris Dickerson, Christina Foster, Christine Forrest, Eudora
Forrest, Lewis Forrest, Eva Hicks, Floyd Higgs, David Hoggard, Jasmine Kee, Eli
Kince, Mary Little, Jonathan Lyles, Michael Mack, Clarissa Martin, Haywood
McCallum, Johnetta Merritt, Lela A. Morris, Roscoe Parker, Beblon Parks,
Randolph Phillp, Venita Phillip, Steve Russell, Frank Saunders, Dora Sims,
Amy Smith, James Smith, Pam Southall, Patty Sydnor, Kenny Taylor, Greg
Turnipseed, Ed West, and Marilyn West . Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
O God, our times are in your hand: Look with favor, we pray, on your
servants Isiah Seabrook, Rondle Edwards, Yvonne Carter, Tristi Robinson,
Daniel Stokes, Jr., Kenneth Anderson, Carolyn Lanier, Maria Poindexter,
Deborah Ward, and Jerald Tuck as they begin another year. Grant that
they may grow in wisdom and grace, and strengthen their trust in your
goodness all the days of their lives. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

You lead us home, O God. We give thanks for all who have died, now citizens
with the saints especially, Brenda Macklin. As you have received them into
your heavenly home, so welcome all of us to dwell in your house forever. Hear
us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
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We lift these and all our prayers to you, O God, confident in the promise of
your saving love; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Confession
Celebrant and People: Most merciful God, we confess that we have
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry
and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy
on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your
ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen.
Absolution
Celebrant: Brothers and sisters, siblings in Christ, Almighty God have mercy
on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you
in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.
Amen.
Peace
Celebrant: The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People:
And also with you.

The Offertory
Celebrant: With Jesus’ help we will continually offer our sacrifice of praise to
God by telling others of the glory of his name. Don’t forget to do good and to
share what you have with those in need, for such sacrifices are very pleasing
to him. And now we are prepared for the drama and miracle of the Holy
Communion. At the offertory, we gratefully offer back to God some of what
God has given us, symbolically in the bread and wine, and in the gifts we give.
All are invited to make a gift to support St. Philip’s ministry of sharing God’s
love with the world. See our website, stphilipsrva.org for ways to give. The
altar is prepared for Holy Communion.
Musical Offering

Celebrant:
People:
Celebrant:
People:
Celebrant:
People:

“This is the Day”

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.
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THE LITURGY OF THE TABLE
Celebrant: We praise you and we bless you, holy and gracious God, source of
life abundant. From before time you made ready the creation. Your Spirit
moved over the deep and brought all things into being: sun, moon, and stars;
earth, winds, and waters; and every living thing. You made us in your image,
and taught us to walk in your ways. But we rebelled against you, and
wandered far away; and yet, as a mother cares for her children, you would not
forget us. Time and again you called us to live in the fullness of your love.
And so this day we join with Saints and Angels in the chorus of praise that
rings through eternity, lifting our voices to magnify you as we say:
Celebrant and People:

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
Celebrant: Glory and honor and praise to you, holy and living God. To deliver
us from the power of sin and death and to reveal the riches of your grace, you
looked with favor upon Mary, your willing servant, that she might conceive
and bear a son, Jesus the holy child of God. Living among us, Jesus loved us. He
broke bread with outcasts and sinners, healed the sick, and proclaimed good
news to the poor. He yearned to draw all the world to himself yet we were
heedless of his call to walk in love. Then, the time came for him to complete
upon the cross the sacrifice of his life, and to be glorified by you.
On the night before he died for us, Jesus was at table with his friends. He took
bread, gave thanks to you, broke it, and gave it to them, and said: “Take, eat:
This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine. Again, he gave thanks to
you, gave it to them, and said: “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the
new Covenant, which is poured out for you and for all for the forgiveness of
sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”

Now gathered at your table, O God of all creation, and remembering Christ,
crucified and risen, who was and is and is to come, we offer to you our gifts of
bread and wine, and ourselves, a living sacrifice.
Pour out your Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Body and Blood of
Christ. Breathe your Spirit over the whole earth and make us your new
creation, the Body of Christ given for the world you have made.
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In the fullness of time bring us, with St. Philip and all your saints, from every
tribe and language and people and nation, to feast at the banquet prepared
from the foundation of the world.

Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, to
you be honor, glory, and praise, for ever and ever.
All: AMEN.

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to sing,
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven,
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory
for ever and ever. Amen.

Celebrant: Alleluia, Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.
People:
Therefore, let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

Celebrant: Brothers and sisters, siblings this table is not ours it is the
Lords, so come to this table, you who have much faith and you who would like
more, you have been here often and you have not been for a long time, you
have tried to follow Jesus and you have failed, come it is Christ who invites us
to meet him here. All are welcome at the table of God.

Celebrant: The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in
remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith,
with thanksgiving.
Prayer for Spiritual Communion
Celebrant: In the Episcopal tradition, we believe that when circumstances
make it impossible to consume the Eucharistic elements, our desire is enough
for God to grant all the benefits of communion.
I invite all those who are unable to receive the consecrated bread and wine
this day, but who long for the grace and blessing of God through our Savior
Jesus Christ, to join me in this Prayer for Spiritual Communion:
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In union, Blessed Jesus, with your faithful people at every altar of your
Church where the Holy Eucharist is now being celebrated, I offer my
praise and thanksgiving. Since I cannot receive you today in the
Sacrament of your Body and Blood, I ask you to come spiritually into my
heart. Cleanse and strengthen me with your grace, Lord Jesus, and let me
never be separated from you. May I live in you, and you in me, in this life
and in the life to come. Amen.
Post Communion Prayer
Celebrant: Let us pray.
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living
members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with
spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into
the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve
you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE CONCLUDING RITE
The Blessing
Celebrant: Life is short, and we do not have much time to gladden the hearts
of those who make the journey with us. So be swift to love, and make haste to
be kind. And the blessing of God, who made us, who loves us, and who travels
with us, be with you now and for ever. Amen.
Dismissal
Celebrant: Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit.
Alleluia, alleluia.
People:
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia.

Worship Participants

Lector: Paulette Yates
Soloists:
Sherida Davis-Bryan / Charmaine McGilvary / Karen Savage
Janet Copeland / Anthony Ray/Fronnell Weaver
Organist/Minister of Music:
Dr. Willis L. Barnett
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The Rev. Dr. Mark A. Jefferson

Assistant Professor of Homiletics (Preaching)
and the Associate Director of the
Deep Calls to Deep Preaching Program at
Virginia Theological Seminary

Before joining the Seminary faculty in 2016, Mark was an adjunct professor at Pittsburgh Theological Seminary in
Pittsburgh, PA, and previously taught at the Candler School of Theology at Emory University in Atlanta, GA.
Dr. Jefferson holds a Doctor of Philosophy (Ph.D.) in Religion focusing on Homiletics from Emory University where
he was a doctoral fellow for the Fund for Theological Exploration (FTE) and the Lilly Foundation. During his doctoral
work, he received the W.E.B. Du Bois Award from the Candler School of Theology. Active in the life of the church in
graduate school in Atlanta, Dr. Jefferson was the Director of Christian Education at The Greater Travelers Rest
Baptist Church, which, at the time, was counted as one of the fastest-growing churches in the country, according to
Outreach Magazine. He holds a Master of Divinity degree from the Candler School of Theology at Emory University,
where he concentrated his coursework in homiletics, completed a certificate in Black Church Studies, and served as
President of the Black Student Caucus. He majored in Political Science and concentrated in Public Administration at
Norfolk State University (NSU) in Norfolk, Virginia. While at NSU, he served as the President of Pi Sigma Alpha (the
political science honor society), earned the Vince Lombardi Most Outstanding Football Athlete Award, and was
named a Coca-Cola Academic All-American.
Dr. Jefferson’s preaching, scholarship, and engagement with popular culture outline his commitment to be a public
theologian. The critical engagement of the American social imagination and African American socio-political
enfranchisement and empowerment are areas of concentration for Dr. Jefferson’s life and work.
Dr. Jefferson is an emerging scholar interested in the ways that consciousness and imagination inform the practice
of preaching. His dissertation titled “Beyond the Talented Tenth: W.E.B. Du Bois, the Hip-Hop Emcee, and the
Reimagination of African American Homiletics” explores Du Bois’ advocacy of the “Talented Tenth” social
imagination and its influence in the formation of black preachers and preaching. In his upcoming book, tentatively
titled, The Mis-education of the African American Preacher, Dr. Jefferson extends the work of Carter G. Woodson
and his critique of the educational and cultural formation of African American leaders, namely preachers, by
arguing that they are being formed to ineffectively preach and connect with the black masses. Dr. Jefferson has
also contributed to the African American Lectionary and the Academy of Preachers.
Dr. Jefferson is an internationally respected preacher and teacher of preachers. He was inducted into the Martin
Luther King, Jr. Board of Preachers at Morehouse College and appeared in The Nassau Guardian (Bahamas). He has
preached at churches such as: Washington National Cathedral, Washington, D.C.; Alfred Street Baptist Church,
Alexandria, VA; Mt. Ararat Baptist Church, Pittsburgh, PA; The House of Hope Atlanta, Decatur, GA; Friendship
Baptist Church, Atlanta, GA; Trinity Cathedral, Phoenix, AZ; Alexandria Detention Center, Alexandria, VA and Bethel
A.M.E, Hampton, VA among many others churches, conferences, chapels, public gatherings, and occasions. Dr.
Jefferson was selected for the historic Lenten Preaching Series at Calvary Episcopal Church, in Memphis, TN. VTS is
honoring its 200th anniversary on October 15, 2023, and in contribution to this effort, Dr. Jefferson is currently
preaching 200 sermons locally, nationally, and internationally in the years leading up to the Bicentennial
Celebration.
Dr. Jefferson engages popular culture through lectures, panels, presentations, and social media, He was a featured
panelist at the Something in the Water music festival sponsored by the African American Museum for History and
Culture. His blog posts have been featured on Urban Cusp and The Root. He is invited to engage on social media
panels, programs, and virtual events.
Dr. Jefferson, a native of Hampton, Virginia, is the quarterback for the Seminary’s flag football team,
the Fighting Friars.
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