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THE WORD OF GOD  

 
 

Opening Sentence 

Officiant:          Blessed be God Father Son and Holy Spirit 

People:             And Blessed be his kingdom, now and forever. Amen 
  

Officiant:          Sovereign God, raise your throne in our hearts. Created by you, let us 

live in your image; created for you, let us act for your glory; redeemed by you, let us 

give you what is yours, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

Officiant:         The psalmist tells us that when we turn to God in our hearts, God 

speaks peace to the faithful. As we turn to God in true confession of our sin, we trust 

in God, whose shalom makes us whole  
  

Confession of Sin         Silence may be kept. 

Gracious God, you call us to step out in faith, trusting in you for all things. We 

respond to your command but then sink and doubt and fear. We hide from the 

challenges of bold discipleship. We are not able to fulfill your commandments, 

for our purposes are never in full accord with yours. Forgive us, we pray, when 

we confess with our lips but do not believe in our hearts. Help us to practice our 

faith in all circumstances. Lift us out of sin into the arms of your mercy. Though 

we are distracted by noise all around, allow us to hear your voice even when it is 

the sound of sheer silence… (A time of silence is kept.) We pray in the name of 

your Son, Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

Absolution 

Brothers and sisters, Jesus is Lord! God raised him from the dead and we are saved 

through him. This is the good news we believe in our hearts and confess with our 

mouths: in Jesus Christ we are forgiven! This is good news to share with all people! 

Amen. 
 

Invitatory 

Officiant:          Lord, open our lips. 

People:             And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 

All:                   Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was  

                          in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. Alleluia. 
 

Jubilate       Psalm 100  

Be joyful in the Lord, all you lands; *  

            serve the Lord with gladness  

            and come before his presence with a song. 

 

 

 

 



 

Know this: The Lord himself is God; * 

            he himself has made us, and we are his;  

           we are his people and the sheep of his pasture. 
 

Enter his gates with thanksgiving; go into his courts with praise; *  

               give thanks to him and call upon his Name.  
 

For the Lord is good; his mercy is everlasting; *  

                and his faithfulness endures from age to age.  

 

Old Testament          Isaiah 45:1-7 

Thus says the Lord to his anointed, to Cyrus, whose right hand I have grasped 

to subdue nations before him and strip kings of their robes, to open doors before him-- 

and the gates shall not be closed: I will go before you and level the mountains, 

I will break in pieces the doors of bronze and cut through the bars of iron, I will give 

you the treasures of darkness and riches hidden in secret places, so that you may 

know that it is I, the Lord, the God of Israel, who call you by your name. For the sake 

of my servant Jacob, and Israel my chosen, I call you by your name, I surname you, 

though you do not know me. I am the Lord, and there is no other; besides me there is 

no god. I arm you, though you do not know me, so that they may know, from the 

rising of the sun and from the west, that there is no one besides me; I am the Lord, 

and there is no other. I form light and create darkness, I make weal and create woe; 

I the Lord do all these things. 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's people.  

 

The Epistle                   1 Thessalonians 1:1-10 

Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father 

and the Lord Jesus Christ: Grace to you and peace. 
 

We always give thanks to God for all of you and mention you in our prayers, 

constantly remembering before our God and Father your work of faith and labor of 

love and steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. For we know, brothers and 

sisters beloved by God, that he has chosen you, because our message of the gospel 

came to you not in word only, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full 

conviction; just as you know what kind of persons we proved to be among you for 

your sake. And you became imitators of us and of the Lord, for in spite of 

persecution you received the word with joy inspired by the Holy Spirit, so that you 

became an example to all the believers in Macedonia and in Achaia. For the word of 

the Lord has sounded forth from you not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but in 

every place your faith in God has become known, so that we have no need to speak 

about it. For the people of those regions report about us what kind of welcome we  

 

 

 

 

 



 

had among you, and how you turned to God from idols, to serve a living and true 

God, and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead-- Jesus, 

who rescues us from the wrath that is coming. 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's people. 

 
Psalm 96:1-13          Cantate Domino 

Sing to the LORD a new song; * 

sing to the LORD, all the whole earth. 
 

Sing to the LORD and bless his Name; * 

proclaim the good news of his salvation from day to day. 
 

Declare his glory among the nations * 

and his wonders among all peoples. 
 

For great is the LORD and greatly to be praised; * 

he is more to be feared than all gods. 
 

As for all the gods of the nations, they are but idols; * 

but it is the LORD who made the heavens. 
 

Oh, the majesty and magnificence of his presence! * 

Oh, the power and the splendor of his sanctuary! 
 

Ascribe to the LORD, you families of the peoples; * 

ascribe to the LORD honor and power. 
 

Ascribe to the LORD the honor due his Name; * 

bring offerings and come into his courts. 
 

Worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness; * 

let the whole earth tremble before him. 
 

Tell it out among the nations: "The LORD is King! * 

he has made the world so firm that it cannot be moved; 

he will judge the peoples with equity." 
 

Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad; 

let the sea thunder and all that is in it; * 

let the field be joyful and all that is therein. 
 

Then shall all the trees of the wood shout for joy 

before the LORD when he comes, * 

when he comes to judge the earth. 

 

 

 

 



 

He will judge the world with righteousness * 

and the peoples with his truth. 
 

The Gospel                A Reading from the Gospel of Matthew 22:15-22 

The Pharisees went and plotted to entrap Jesus in what he said. So they sent their 

disciples to him, along with the Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we know that you are 

sincere, and teach the way of God in accordance with truth, and show deference to no 

one; for you do not regard people with partiality. Tell us, then, what you think. Is it 

lawful to pay taxes to the emperor, or not?” But Jesus, aware of their malice, said, 

“Why are you putting me to the test, you hypocrites? Show me the coin used for the 

tax.” And they brought him a denarius. Then he said to them, “Whose head is this, 

and whose title?” They answered, “The emperor’s.” Then he said to them, “Give 

therefore to the emperor the things that are the emperor’s, and to God the things that 

are God’s.” When they heard this, they were amazed; and they left him and went 

away. 

Praise to you Lord Christ. 
 

The Homily          The Rev. Marlene E. Forrest 
 

The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

     creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

      He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

            and born of the Virgin Mary. 

      He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

            was crucified, died, and was buried. 

      He descended to the dead. 

      On the third day he rose again. 

      He ascended into heaven, 

             and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

       He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

       the holy catholic Church, 

       the communion of saints, 

       the forgiveness of sins, 

       the resurrection of the body, 

       and the life everlasting. Amen 
 

The Prayers 

Officiant:       The Lord be with you. 

People:           And also with you. 

Officiant:        Let us pray. 

 

 



 

Officiant and People: 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  

 hallowed be thy Name,  

thy kingdom come,  

thy will be done,  

      on earth as it is in heaven.  
 

Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our trespasses,  

    as we forgive those  

          who trespass against us.  
 

And lead us not into temptation,  

     but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom,  

     and the power, and the glory,  

     for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

Suffrages B  

V.    Save your people, Lord, and bless your inheritance;  

R.    Govern and uphold them, now and always. 

V.    Day by day we bless you;  

R.    We praise your name for ever.  

V.    Lord, keep us from all sin today;  

R.    Have mercy upon us, Lord, have mercy.  

V.    Lord, show us your love and mercy;  

R.    For we put our trust in you.  

V.    In you, Lord, is our hope;  

R.    And we shall never hope in vain.  

 

Turning our hearts to God who is gracious and merciful we pray for the church the 

world and all who are in need. 
 

Collect for Proper 24, The Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost 
Almighty and everlasting God, in Christ you have revealed your glory among the 

nations: Preserve the works of your mercy, that your Church throughout the world may 

persevere with steadfast faith in the confession of your Name; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 



 

Prayers of the People     

Called into unity with one another and the whole creation, let us pray for our shared 

world. 

 

We pray for the church. Sustain us as we share your word. Embrace us as we 

struggle to find common ground. Lift up leaders with powerful and prophetic voices. 

Free us from stagnant faith. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great.  

 

We pray for the well-being of creation. Protect the air, water and land from abuse 

and pollution. Free us from apathy in our care of creation and direct us toward 

sustainable living.  Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great.  

 

We pray for the nations, and especially the United States. Guide leaders in 

developing just policies and guide difficult conversations. Free us from patriotism 

that hinders relationship-building. Lead us to expansive love for all our neighbors as 

we welcome all. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great.  

 

We pray for all in need. For all who are tired, feeling despair, sick, or oppressed, 

especially Judith Anderson, Floyd Higgs, Clarissa Martin, Johnetta Merritt, Lura E. 

Otteson, Beblon Parks, Frank Saunders, Pam Southhall, Patty Sydnor, Mary Little, 

Knoble Wiley, Eva Hicks and all those recovering from COVID-19. Take their yoke 

upon you and ease their burdens. Give your consolation and free us from all that 

keeps us bound. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great.  

 

We pray for this congregation. Bless pastors, deacons, and congregational leaders. 

Energize ministry volunteers, church administrators, Vestry and those who maintain 

our building and grounds. Shine in this place that we might notice the ways your 

love transforms our lives. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great.  

 

We give thanks for those who have died in faith, especially Gail Dyson, Leveria 

Hardmon, those in our congregation we have lost this year, and those who have died 

at the hands of violence, injustice, and COVID-19. Welcome them into your eternal 

rest and comfort us in our grief until we are joined with them in new life.  Hear us, 

O God. 

Your mercy is great.  

 

 

 

 



 

Receive these prayers, O God, and those too deep for words, through Jesus Christ 

our Lord.  AMEN. 

 

O God, our times are in your hand: Look with favor, we pray, on your servants; 

Annamaria Ross, Ashley Jallah, Ana Colbert, Sophia Tutwiler, Gayle Baker, and 

Laura Ward as they begin another year. Grant that they may grow in wisdom and 

grace, and strengthen their trust in your goodness all the days of their lives; through 

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

O God, you have so consecrated the covenant of marriage that in it is represented 

the spiritual unity between Christ and his Church: Send therefore your blessing upon 

your servants, Adolphus and Kimion Walker and Antoine and Crystal Fitzgerald, 

that they may so love, honor, and cherish each other in faithfulness and patience, in 

wisdom and true godliness, that their home may be a haven of blessing and peace; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

Grant, O God, that your holy and life-giving Spirit may so move every human heart 

and especially the hearts of the people of this land, that barriers which divide us may 

crumble, suspicions disappear, and hatreds cease; that our divisions being healed, 

we may live in justice and peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Almighty God, to whom we must account for all our powers and privileges: Guide 

the people of the United States and of this community in the election of officials and 

representatives; that, by faithful administration and wise laws, the rights of all may 

be protected and our nation be enabled to fulfill your purposes; through Jesus Christ 

our Lord. Amen. 

 

A General Thanksgiving 
Accept, O Lord, our thanks and praise for all that you have done for us. We thank 

you for the splendor of the whole creation, for the beauty of this world, for the 

wonder of life, and for the mystery of love. 

 

We thank you for the blessing of family and friends, and for the loving care which 

surrounds us on every side. 

 

We thank you for setting us at tasks which demand our best efforts, and for leading 

us to accomplishments which satisfy and delight us. 

We thank you also for those disappointments and failures that lead us to acknowledge 

our dependence on you alone. 
 

 

 

 



 

Above all, we thank you for your Son Jesus Christ; for the truth of his Word and the 

example of his life; for his steadfast obedience, by which he overcame temptation; for 

his dying, through which he overcame death; and for his rising to life again, in which 

we are raised to the life of your kingdom. 
 

Grant us the gift of your Spirit, that we may know him and make him known; and 

through him, at all times and in all places, may give thanks to you in all things. 

Amen. 

 

Prayer of St. Chrysostom 

Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our 

common supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved Son 

that when two or three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the midst of 

them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as may be best for us; granting us 

in this world knowledge of your truth, and in the age to come life everlasting. Amen. 
 

Officiant:    Almighty God, we give you thanks and praise for your love shown to us 

in Jesus Christ our Lord. Accept the offering of our lives in union with Christ’s 

offering for us, and make us humble and obedient servants who will work for your 

good pleasure; through Christ, with the Holy Spirit, all glory and honor is yours, 

almighty God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

People:       Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia"  
 

Blessing 

Brother and Sisters, Siblings in Christ, the blessing of God be with you, the love of 

Jesus fill you, the power of the Holy Spirit sustain you, now and forever more. Amen. 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Virtual Worship, Prayer, 
Bible Study and more 

 

Time Phone 
St. Philip’s Website or  

Facebook Live 
Zoom 

 

Sunday Bible Study 
 

9 AM 
 

Dial:  978-990-5000 
Access code:  656298 # 

 

 
- 

 
- 

 

Sunday Morning Worship 
 

10 AM 
 

Dial:  1-301-715-8592 
ID: 937 9611 8377 
Password: 074878 

 

 

Go to our website: 
stphilipsrva.org 

or 
our Facebook page: 

 St. Philip’s Episcopal RVA  

 

See Saturday 
Worship News 
email for log-in 

 

 

1st & 3rd Sundays Only 
Youth Sunday School 

 
11 AM 

 
 
- 

 
 
- 

 
See Saturday 

Worship News 
email for log-in 

 

 

1st Sunday Only 
Virtual Coffee Hour 

 

12 PM 

 

Dial:  1-301-715-8592 
ID:  160 914 381 

Password:  873302 
 

 
 

- 

 

See Saturday 
Worship News 
email for log-in 

 
 

Tuesday Night Prayer 
 

8 PM 
 
- 

Go to our website: 
stphilipsrva.org 

or 
our Facebook page: 

 St. Philip’s Episcopal RVA 

 
- 

 

Wednesday Circle of Love 
Noonday Prayer 
 

 

12 PM 
 

Dial:  978-990-5000 
Access code:  870051 # 

 
- 

 
- 

 

General emails from church – Please check often and READ.  Lots of church and Diocesan information included!! 
 



 


