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THE FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
 

We praise you, 0 God, for this evergreen crown that marks our days of 

preparation for Christ's advent. As we light the first candle on this 

wreath, rouse us from sleep, that we may be ready to greet our Lord 

when he comes with all the saints and angels. Enlighten us with your 

grace, and prepare our hearts to welcome him with joy. Grant this 

through Christ our Lord, whose coming is certain and whose day draws 

near. 

Amen. 

THE WORD OF GOD 

                          
Celebrant:     Blessed be the one, holy, and living God. 

People:         Glory to God for ever and ever. 
 

Prayer of the Day                                                                             

Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection 

awaken us to the threatening dangers of our sins, and keep us blameless until 

the coming of your new day, for you live and reign with the Father and the 

Holy Spirit, one God  now and forever. 
 

Gloria                                                                                 
Glory to God in the highest,  

   and peace to his people on earth. 
 

Lord, God, heavenly King,  

almighty God and Father, 

   we worship you, we give you thanks,  

   we praise you for your glory. 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,  

Lord God, Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world:   

   have mercy on us; 

you are seated at the right hand of the Father:   

   receive our prayer. 
 

For you alone are the Holy One,  

you alone are the Lord,  

you alone are the Most High,  

   Jesus Christ,  
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   with the Holy Spirit, 

   in the glory of God the Father.  Amen. 

 

 

Celebrant:   God be with you.  

People:   And also with you.  
Celebrant:   Let us pray. 

 

Collect for the First Sunday of Advent 

Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, 

and put on the armor of light, now in the time of this mortal life in 

which your Son Jesus Christ came to visit us in great humility; 

that in the last day, when he shall come again in his glorious 

majesty to judge both the living and the dead, we may rise to the 

life immortal; through him who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 

Old Testament          Isaiah 64:1-9 

O that you would tear open the heavens and come down, so that the mountains 

would quake at your presence--as when fire kindles brushwood and the fire 

causes water to boil--to make your name known to your adversaries, so that 

the nations might tremble at your presence! When you did awesome deeds 

that we did not expect, you came down, the mountains quaked at your 

presence. From ages past no one has heard, no ear has perceived, no eye has 

seen any God besides you, who works for those who wait for him. You meet 

those who gladly do right, those who remember you in your ways. But you 

were angry, and we sinned; because you hid yourself we transgressed. We 

have all become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous deeds are like a 

filthy cloth. We all fade like a leaf, and our iniquities, like the wind, take us 

away. There is no one who calls on your name, or attempts to take hold of 

you; for you have hidden your face from us, and have delivered us into the 

hand of our iniquity. Yet, O LORD, you are our Father; we are the clay, and 

you are our potter; we are all the work of your hand. Do not be exceedingly 

angry, O LORD, and do not remember iniquity forever. Now consider, we are 

all your people. 
 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's people. 

Psalm 80:1-7, 16-18       Qui regis Israel 

Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph like a flock; * 

shine forth, you that are enthroned upon the cherubim. 
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In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh, * 

stir up your strength and come to help us. 

 

Restore us, O God of hosts; * 

show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 

 

O Lord God of hosts, * 

how long will you be angered despite the prayers of your people? 

 

You have fed them with the bread of tears; * 

you have given them bowls of tears to drink. 

 

You have made us the derision of our neighbors, * 

and our enemies laugh us to scorn. 

 

Restore us, O God of hosts; * 

show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 

 

Let your hand be upon the man of your right hand, * 

the son of man you have made so strong for yourself. 

 

And so will we never turn away from you; * 

give us life, that we may call upon your Name. 

 

Restore us, O Lord God of hosts; * 

show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 

 

The Epistle             1 Corinthians 1:3-9 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that 

has been given you in Christ Jesus, for in every way you have been 

enriched in him, in speech and knowledge of every kind-- just as the 

testimony of Christ has been strengthened among you-- so that you are 

not lacking in any spiritual gift as you wait for the revealing of our Lord 

Jesus Christ. He will also strengthen you to the end, so that you may be 

blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. God is faithful; by him 

you were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's people. 

 

Gospel  Mark 13:24-37 

Celebrant:  The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark   

People:     Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

Jesus said, “In those days, after that suffering, the sun will be darkened, 
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and the moon will not give its light, and the stars will be falling from heaven, 

 

 

 

and the powers in the heavens will be shaken. Then they will see ‘the Son of 

Man coming in clouds’ with great power and glory. Then he will send out the 

angels, and gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to 

the ends of heaven. 
 

“From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and 

puts forth its leaves, you know that summer is near. So also, when you see 

these things taking place, you know that he is near, at the very gates. Truly I 

tell you, this generation will not pass away until all these things have taken 

place. Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away. 

“But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor 

the Son, but only the Father. Beware, keep alert; for you do not know when 

the time will come. It is like a man going on a journey, when he leaves home 

and puts his slaves in charge, each with his work, and commands the 

doorkeeper to be on the watch. Therefore, keep awake—for you do not know 

when the master of the house will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or at 

cockcrow, or at dawn, or else he may find you asleep when he comes 

suddenly. And what I say to you I say to all: Keep awake.” 
 

Celebrant:     The Gospel of the Lord.                                                                          

People:      Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 

Sermon                                                                The Rev. Marlene E. Forrest  

   

Nicene Creed                       

We believe in one God,  

    the Father, the Almighty, 

    maker of heaven and earth,  

    of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

    the only Son of God,  

    eternally begotten of the Father, 

    God from God, Light from Light,  

    true God from true God, 

    begotten, not made, 

    of one Being with the Father. 

Through him all things were made. 

    For us and for our salvation 

    he came down from heaven:  

by the power of the Holy Spirit  
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    he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,  

    and was made man. 

 

 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  

    he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

    in accordance with the Scriptures; 

    he ascended into heaven 

    and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  

    and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  

    who proceeds from the Father and the Son,  

    With the Father and the Son, he is worshiped and glorified. 

    He has spoken through the Prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead,  

    and the life of the world to come. Amen 

 

Prayers of the People     

God of power and might, tear open the heavens and come quickly to this 

weary world. Hear our prayers for everyone in need. 

A brief silence 
 

We pray for the ministry we share in Christ's name. Open our hearts to your 

call for justice, peace, and healing. Attune us to the needs of the world as 

you draw near. Hear us, 0 God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

We pray for this planet in need of restoration: for devastated habitats, 

polluted waters, thawing ice, blazing fires, swelling floods, and long-lasting 

droughts. Renew the face of the earth and our relationship to it. Hear us, 0 

God.  

Your mercy is great. 
 

We pray for all people who care for others in our community and around the 

world. Fill them with compassion and the power to respond with justice for  

those who are oppressed, with welcome for those who are excluded, and 

with relief for those who suffer. Hear us, 0 God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

We pray for people who are in crisis as the seasons change: for those without 

homes facing severe weather, for those who are unemployed or 
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underemployed, and for those in poverty or facing food insecurity. We pray  

 

 

 

for our St. Francis Food Pantry, Feedmore, and Food-for-the-Poor. Relieve 

their burdens, sustain their bodies, and ease their minds. Hear us, 0 God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

We pray for the people in our families and congregation who live with 

depression, anxiety, chronic pain, addiction, and other invisible illnesses The 

Adams Family, Jesse Armstrong, Tony Ashe, Janette Davis, Barbara 

Duncan, Eva Hicks, Floyd Higgs, Mary Little, Adrienne Lockett, Clarissa 

Martin, Haywood McCullum, Dotty Holweger, Johnetta Merritt, Maureen 

Norman, Lura E. Otteson, Beblon Parks, Rosco Parker, Frank Saunders, 

Dora Sims, Flossie Smith, Patty Sydnor, Loretha Taylor. Ease their suffering 

and support them when they struggle. Hear us, 0 God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

We give thanks for the lives and witness of those who died while waiting for 

justice, peace, or healing, especially Thelma Taylor, Rosemary Thomas, and 

others whose names we know and those whose names are known only to 

you. Sustain all who still yearn for the completion of your redeeming work. 

Hear us, 0 God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

Draw near to us, O God, and receive our prayers for the sake of your Son, 

Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

Confession of Sin 

Celebrant:       Let us confess our sins to God, whose loving kindness endure 

forever. 
 

ALL:               God of all mercy, we confess that we have sinned against 

you, opposing your will in our lives. We have denied your goodness in 

each other, in ourselves, and in the world you have created. We repent 

of the evil that enslaves us, the evil we have done, and the evil done on 

our behalf. Forgive, restore, and strengthen us through our Savior Jesus 

Christ, that we may abide in your love and serve only your will. Amen.  
 

Celebrant: Sisters and brothers, siblings in Christ, our sins are forgiven by 

the mercy of Christ. Be at peace, for we have been freed from sin that we 

may serve with righteousness, to the glory and praise of God. Amen 

 

Peace  

Celebrant:        The peace of the Lord be always with you.  
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People:            And also with you. 

 

 

 

THE LITURGY OF THE TABLE 
 

The Offertory  

Having listened to the Word of God, affirmed our faith, confessed our sins, 

received forgiveness, and shared in the peace, we are prepared for the drama 

and miracle of the Holy Communion. At the offertory, we gratefully offer back 

to God some of what God has given us, symbolically in the bread and wine, 

and in the gifts we give. All are invited to make a gift to support St. Philip’s 

ministry of sharing God’s love with the world. See our website, 

www.stphilipsrva.org for ways to give. The altar is prepared for Holy 

Communion. 

 

Offertory Selection 

 

The Great Thanksgiving 

Celebrant:     The Lord be with you.                                                                       

People:          And also with you. 

Celebrant:      Lift up your hearts.  

People:          We lift them to the Lord.                                                                        

Celebrant:      Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.                                           

People:          It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks 

to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth; because you sent your 

beloved Son to redeem us from sin and death, and to make us heirs in him of 

everlasting life; that when he shall come again in power and great triumph to 

judge the world, we may without shame or fear rejoice to behold his 

appearing.  
 

Wondrous are you, Holy One of Blessing, all you create is a sign of hope for 

our journey; And so as the morning stars sing your praises we join the 

heavenly beings and all creation as we shout with joy: 
 

Sanctus         [sung]                                                                                                     

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of 

your glory.  Hosanna in the highest.  Blessed is the one who comes in the 

name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 
 

Glory and honor are yours, Creator of all, your Word has never been silent; 

you called a people to yourself, as a light to the nations, you delivered them 

from bondage and led them to a land of promise. Of your grace, you gave 

http://www.stphilipsrva.org/
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Jesus to be human, to share our life, to proclaim the coming of your holy 

reign and give himself for us, a fragrant offering.  

 

 

Through Jesus Christ our Redeemer, you have freed us from sin, brought us 

into your life, reconciled us to you, and restored us to the glory you intend for 

us. 

 

We thank you that on the night before he died for us Jesus took bread, and 

when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, gave it to his friends and said: 

“Take, eat, this is my Body, broken for you. Do this for the remembrance of 

me.”  

 

After supper Jesus took the cup of wine, said the blessing, gave it to his 

friends and said: “Drink this, all of you: this cup is the new Covenant in my 

Blood, poured out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the 

remembrance of me.”  

 

And so, remembering all that was done for us: the cross, the tomb, the 

resurrection and ascension, longing for Christ’s coming in glory, and 

presenting to you these gifts your earth has formed and human hands have 

made, we acclaim you, O Christ:  

 

All:            Dying, you destroyed our death. Rising, you restored our life.       

Christ Jesus, come in glory!  
 

Send your Holy Spirit upon us and upon these gifts of bread and wine that 

they may be to us the Body and Blood of your Christ. Grant that we, burning 

with your Spirit’s power, may be a people of hope, justice, and love.  

 

Giver of Life draw us together in the Body of Christ, and in the fullness of 

time gather us with blessed Philip, and all your people into the joy of our true 

eternal home. 
 

Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, by the inspiration of your Holy 

Spirit, we worship you our God and Creator in voices of unending praise.  

 

All:              Blessed are you now and for ever. AMEN. 

 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to sing,                                                                                                                                                       
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

    hallowed be thy Name,  

    thy kingdom come,           

    thy will be done,  
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  on earth as it is in heaven.   

 

 

 

Give us this day our daily bread.     

And forgive us our trespasses,  

    as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
   
And lead us not into temptation,  

    but deliver us from evil.   

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory  

    for ever and ever.  Amen. 

 

Agnus Dei -  Lamb of God   (sung) 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, grant us peace. 

 

Invitation to Holy Communion 

Spiritual Communion is personal devotional that we can pray at any time to 

express our desire to receive Holy Communion at that moment, but in which 

circumstances impede us from actually receiving Holy Communion. 

 

Celebrant and People: 

In union, O Lord, with your faithful people at every altar of your 

Church, where the Holy Eucharist is now being celebrated, we desire to 

offer to you praise and thanksgiving. we remember your death, Lord 

Christ; we proclaim your resurrection; we await your coming in glory. 

And since we cannot receive you today in the Sacrament of your Body 

and Blood, we beseech you to come spiritually into our hearts. Cleanse 

and strengthen us with your grace, Lord Jesus, and let us never be 

separated from you. May we live in you, and you in us, in this life and in 

the life to come. Amen. 

 

Post Communion Prayer 

Loving God, we give you thanks for restoring us in your image and nourishing 

us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of Christ’s Body and Blood. Now send 

us forth a people, forgiven, healed, renewed; that we may proclaim your love 

to the world and continue in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen. 

 

Blessing    

Now may the face of God shine upon you so that you may be saved; and may 

the grace of God live within you through Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen. 
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Dismissal 

Celebrant:        Brothers and Sisters, our worship has ended but our service to 

the world begins. May you live without fear: knowing our Creator has made  

 

 

us holy, has always protected us, and loves us as a mother and go in peace to 

follow the good road and may God’s blessing be with you always. Amen. 

People:  Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia. 
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Virtual Worship, Prayer, 
Bible Study and more 

 

Time Phone 
St. Philip’s Website or  

Facebook Live 
Zoom 

 

Sunday Bible Study 
 

9 AM 
 

Dial:  978-990-5000 
Access code:  656298 # 

 

 
- 

 
- 

 

Sunday Morning Worship 
 

10 AM 
 

Dial:  1-301-715-8592 
ID: 937 9611 8377 
Password: 074878 

 

 

Go to our website: 
stphilipsrva.org 

or 
our Facebook page: 

 St. Philip’s Episcopal RVA  

 

See Saturday 
Worship News 
email for log-in 

 

 

1st & 3rd Sundays Only 
Youth Sunday School 

 
11 AM 

 
 
- 

 
 
- 

 
See Saturday 

Worship News 
email for log-in 

 

 

1st Sunday Only 
Virtual Coffee Hour 

 

12 PM 

 

Dial:  1-301-715-8592 
ID:  160 914 381 

Password:  873302 
 

 
 

- 

 

See Saturday 
Worship News 
email for log-in 

 
 

Tuesday Night Prayer 
 

8 PM 
 
- 

Go to our website: 
stphilipsrva.org 

or 
our Facebook page: 

 St. Philip’s Episcopal RVA 

 
- 

 

Wednesday Circle of Love 
Noonday Prayer 
 

 

12 PM 
 

Dial:  978-990-5000 
Access code:  870051 # 

 
- 

 
- 
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General emails from church – Please check often and READ.  Lots of church and Diocesan information included!! 
 


