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WELCOME! 

I am so glad you are here, and I hope you find worship at St. Philip's Episcopal Church to be inspiring, spirit-

filled, and nurturing for your faith journey. Here are two ways to take a next step:  

1) Simply fill out the visitor card in the pew. Completed cards may be placed in the offering plate or given to 

an usher. Your responses are confidential, and we will contact you only if you make that request.   

2) A calendar of events can be found on our website at stphilipsrva.org or in our e-News (subscribe on the 

website) as an invitation to you! All of our classes, services, and programs are open to all. If you are 

interested in learning more about St. Philip's or the Episcopal Church, please let me know!   

As you prepare your heart, soul, mind, and body for worship, may the love of God and the mercy of Christ fill 

your heart with peace. 

The Rev. Marlene E. Forrest 

Rector of St. Philip's  

 

About Today’s Worship:  

 We welcome all people to meet Christ in the sharing of our sacred meal. If you prefer to receive a 

blessing instead of the sacraments  of bread and wine, please come forward during communion and 

place your arms across your chest.   

 A gluten-free alternative is available. Please communicate this preference to our priest.   

Holy Baptism is our rite of initiation into the Christian faith and primary to membership in our parish. If you 

would like to learn more about this sacred rite and membership in our church, please speak with Rev. 

Marlene or contact our office at 804-321-1266.   
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MORNING PRAYER - Rite II  

PROCESSIONAL HYMN* O Worship the King           Hymn 388 
 

O worship the King, all glorious above! 

O gratefully sing his power and his love! 

Our shield and defender, the Ancient of Days, 

pavilioned in splendor, and girded with praise. 
 

O tell of his might! O sing of his grace! 

Whose robe is the light, whose canopy space. 

His chariots of wrath the deep thunderclouds form, 

and dark is his path on the wings of the storm. 
 

The earth, with its store of wonders untold, 

Almighty, thy power hath founded of old, 

hath stablished it fast by a changeless decree, 

and round it hath cast, like a mantle, the sea. 
 

Thy bountiful care, what tongue can recite? 

It breathes in the air; it shines in the light; 

it streams from the hills, it descends to the plain, 

and sweetly distills in the dew and the rain. 
 

Frail children of dust, and feeble as frail, 

in thee do we trust, nor find thee to fail; 

thy mercies, how tender! how firm to the end! 

Our Maker, Defender, Redeemer, and Friend! 
 

OPENING ACCLAMATION 

I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go to the house of the Lord.” 

CONFESSION OF SIN 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and 

deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved 

you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are 

truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy 

on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the 

glory of your Name. Amen.  
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Almighty God, have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 

strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal 

life. Amen. 

THE INVITATORY  

Lord, open our lips. 

 And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.  

 Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the beginning, 

 is now, and will be for ever. Amen. Alleluia.  

JUBILATE                  Psalm 100 

Be joyful in the Lord, all you lands; * 

 serve the Lord with gladness and come before his presence with a song. 
 

Know this: The Lord himself is God; * 

     he himself has made us, and we are his; we are his people and the sheep of his pasture. 
 

Enter his gates with thanksgiving; go into his courts with praise; * 

     give thanks to him and call upon his Name. 
 

For the Lord is good; his mercy is everlasting; * 

     and his faithfulness endures from age to age. 

 

THE LESSONS 

THE FIRST READING                    Isaiah 5: 1-7 

Let me sing for my beloved my love-song concerning his vineyard: My beloved had a vineyard 

on a very fertile hill. He dug it and cleared it of stones, and planted it with choice vines; he 

built a watchtower in the midst of it, and hewed out a wine vat in it; he expected it to yield 

grapes, but it yielded wild grapes. And now, inhabitants of Jerusalem and people of Judah, 

judge between me and my vineyard. What more was there to do for my vineyard that I have 

not done in it? When I expected it to yield grapes, why did it yield wild grapes? And now I will 

tell you what I will do to my vineyard. I will remove its hedge, and it shall be devoured; I will 

break down its wall, and it shall be trampled down. I will make it a waste; it shall not be 

pruned or hoed, and it shall be overgrown with briers and thorns; I will also command the 

clouds that they rain no rain upon it. For the vineyard of the Lord of hosts is the house of 

Israel, and the people of Judah are his pleasant planting; he expected justice, but saw 

bloodshed; righteousness, but heard a cry! 
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The Word of the Lord. 

 Thanks be to God. 
 

CANTICLE 5 The Song of Simeon               Luke 2: 29-32  

Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace,* 

 according to thy word; 

For mine eyes have seen thy salvation,*  

 which thou hast prepared before the face of all people, 

To be a light to lighten the Gentiles,*   

 and to be the glory of thy people Israel. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 

     as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

PSALM 80:1-2, 8-18               

1 Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph like a flock; * 

 shine forth, you that are enthroned upon the cherubim. 
 

2 In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh, * 

 stir up your strength and come to help us. 
 

8 You have brought a vine out of Egypt; * 

 you cast out the nations and planted it. 
 

9 You prepared the ground for it; * 

 it took root and filled the land. 
 

10 The mountains were covered by its shadow * 

 and the towering cedar trees by its boughs. 
 

11 You stretched out its tendrils to the Sea * 

 and its branches to the River. 
 

12 Why have you broken down its wall, * 

 so that all who pass by pluck off its grapes? 
 

13 The wild boar of the forest has ravaged it, * 

 and the beasts of the field have grazed upon it. 
 

14 Turn now, O God of hosts, look down from heaven; behold and tend this vine; * 

 preserve what your right hand has planted. 
 

15 They burn it with fire like rubbish; * 

 at the rebuke of your countenance let them perish. 
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16 Let your hand be upon the man of your right hand, * 

 the son of man you have made so strong for yourself. 
 

17 And so will we never turn away from you; * 

 give us life, that we may call upon your Name. 
 

18 Restore us, O Lord God of hosts; * 

 show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 
 

THE SECOND READING             Hebrews 11: 29—12: 2 

By faith the people passed through the Red Sea as if it were dry land, but when the Egyptians 

attempted to do so they were drowned. By faith the walls of Jericho fell after they had been 

encircled for seven days. By faith Rahab the prostitute did not perish with those who were 

disobedient, because she had received the spies in peace. 

And what more should I say? For time would fail me to tell of Gideon, Barak, Samson, 

Jephthah, of David and Samuel and the prophets—who through faith conquered kingdoms, 

administered justice, obtained promises, shut the mouths of lions, quenched raging fire, 

escaped the edge of the sword, won strength out of weakness, became mighty in war, put 

foreign armies to flight. Women received their dead by resurrection. Others were tortured, 

refusing to accept release, in order to obtain a better resurrection. Others suffered mocking 

and flogging, and even chains and imprisonment. They were stoned to death, they were sawn 

in two, they were killed by the sword; they went about in skins of sheep and goats, destitute, 

persecuted, tormented—of whom the world was not worthy. They wandered in deserts and 

mountains, and in caves and holes in the ground. 

Yet all these, though they were commended for their faith, did not receive what was 

promised, since God had provided something better so that they would not, apart from us, be 

made perfect. 

Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside 

every weight and the sin that clings so closely, and let us run with perseverance the race that 

is set before us, looking to Jesus the pioneer and perfecter of our faith, who for the sake of 

the joy that was set before him endured the cross, disregarding its shame, and has taken his 

seat at the right hand of the throne of God. 

The Word of the Lord. 

 Thanks be to God. 
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SEQUENCE HYMN* Hail, Thou Once Despis’d Jesus       Hymn 495 

Hail, thou once despiséd Jesus! 

Hail, thou Galilean King! 

Thou didst suffer to release us; 

thou didst free salvation bring. 

Hail, thou universal Savior, 

bearer of our sin and shame! 

By thy merit we find favor: 

life is given through thy Name 
 

Paschal Lamb, by God appointed, 

all our sins on thee were laid: 

by almighty love anointed, 

thou hast full atonement made. 

All thy people are forgiven 

through the virtue of thy blood: 

opened is the gate of heaven, 

reconciled are we with God. 
 

Jesus, hail! enthroned in glory, 

there for ever to abide; 

all the heavenly hosts adore thee, 

seated at thy Father’s side. 

There for sinners thou art pleading: 

there thou dost our place prepare; 

ever for us interceding, 

till in glory we appear. 
 

Worship, honor, power, and blessing 

thou art worthy to receive; 

highest praises, without ceasing, 

right it is for us to give. 

Help, ye bright angelic spirits, 

all your noblest anthems raise; 

help to sing our Savior’s merits, 

help to chant Emmanuel’s praise! 
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THE GOSPEL READING          Luke 12: 49-56 

A reading from the Gospel according to Luke.  

Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

Jesus said, “I came to bring fire to the earth, and how I wish it were already kindled! I have a 

baptism with which to be baptized, and what stress I am under until it is completed! Do you 

think that I have come to bring peace to the earth? No, I tell you, but rather division! From 

now on five in one household will be divided, three against two and two against three; they 

will be divided: father against son and son against father, mother against daughter and 

daughter against mother, mother-in-law against her daughter-in-law and daughter-in-law 

against mother-in-law.” 

He also said to the crowds, “When you see a cloud rising in the west, you immediately say, ‘It 

is going to rain’; and so it happens. And when you see the south wind blowing, you say, ‘There 

will be scorching heat’; and it happens. You hypocrites! You know how to interpret the 

appearance of earth and sky, but why do you not know how to interpret the present time?” 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

HOMILY                Francine Powell-Young 

CANTICLE 10 The Second Song of Isaiah              Isaiah 55: 6-11 

Seek the Lord while he wills to be found; * 

     call upon him when he draws near. 

Let the wicked forsake their ways * 

     and the evil ones their thoughts; 

And let them turn to the Lord, and he will have compassion, * 

     and to our God, for he will richly pardon. 

For my thoughts are not your thoughts, * 

     nor your ways my ways, says the Lord. 

For as the heavens are higher than the earth, * 

     so are my ways higher than your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts.  

For as rain and snow fall from the heavens * 

     and return not again, but water the earth, 

Bringing forth life and giving growth, * 

     seed for sowing and bread for eating, 

So is my word that goes forth from my mouth; * 

     it will not return to me empty; 
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But it will accomplish that which I have purposed, * 

     and prosper in that for which I sent it. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 

     as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED 

Together, we now stand and say the Apostles’ Creed. 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

    creator of heaven and earth; 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

    He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

        and born of the Virgin Mary. 

    He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

        was crucified, died, and was buried. 

    He descended to the dead. 

    On the third day he rose again. 

    He ascended into heaven, 

        and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

    He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

    the holy catholic Church, 

    the communion of saints, 

    the forgiveness of sins 

    the resurrection of the body, 

    and the life everlasting. Amen.  

THE PRAYERS 

The Lord be with you. 

 And also with you.  

Let us pray. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 

glory for ever and ever. Amen.   
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SUFFRAGES B 

Save your people, Lord, and bless your inheritance; 

 Govern and uphold them, now and always. 

Day by day we bless you; 

 We praise your name for ever. 

Lord, keep us from all sin today; 

 Have mercy upon us, Lord, have mercy. 

Lord, show us your love and mercy; 

 For we put our trust in you. 

In you, Lord, is our hope; 

 And we shall never hope in vain.  

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

OFFERTORY 

Let us with gladness present the offerings and oblations of our life and labor to the Lord. 

Turning our hearts to God who is gracious and merciful we pray for the church, the world, and 

all who are in need.  
 

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 

Almighty God, you have given your only Son to be for us a sacrifice for sin, and also an 

example of godly life: Give us grace to receive thankfully the fruits of his redeeming work, and 

to follow daily in the blessed steps of his most holy life; through Jesus Christ your Son our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.  

A COLLECT FOR PEACE           

O God, the author of peace and lover of concord, to know you is eternal life and to serve you 

is perfect freedom: Defend us, your humble servants, in all assaults of our enemies; that we, 

surely trusting in your defense, may not fear the power of any adversaries; through the might 

of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

Trusting in God’s extraordinary love, let us come near to the Holy One in prayer. 

(A brief silence.) 

Arise, O God, and sustain your church. We pray for all who dedicate their lives to serving your 

people. Renew our commitment to our siblings in faith around the globe, and bless the work 

of our ecumenical and interfaith partners. Merciful God, 

 receive our prayer.  
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Arise, O God, and sustain your creation. We pray for all places affected by natural disasters. 

Transform the devastation of floods and fires into fertile ground for new life and growth. Fill 

heaven and earth with your life-giving Spirit. Merciful God, 

 receive our prayer.  

Arise, O God, and sustain the nations. We pray for all elected officials. Kindle in them a desire 

to administer your justice. Strengthen their resolve to defend those who are vulnerable and 

to stand publicly against all forms of oppression. Merciful God, 

 receive our prayer.  

Arise, O God, and sustain those are oppressed. We pray for people harmed by racist 

discrimination, ableist discrimination, and all people discriminated against based on their 

gender identity or sexual orientation. Rescue us from all systems that degrade our fellow 

human beings. Merciful God, 

 receive our prayer.  

Arise, O God, and sustain this assembly. We pray for this community, celebrating with those 

who rejoice and weeping with those who weep. We pray for the sick, especially Tim Brown, 

Mary Carter, Alexander Corbett, Anaya Gavins, Mindy Golatt, Eva Hicks, Francine L. Johnson, 

Alaina LaVonne,  Mary Little, Robinette Miller, Edmund Moore, Romaine Morgan, Pam 

Southall, Clementine Washington, Ed West, Louise White, Cynthia Smith Williams, John 

Williams, and Beverly Woody. In our joy and in our tears, be near us. Merciful God, 

 receive our prayer.  

Our times are in your hand: Look with favor, we pray, on your servants Jean Carroll, Keith 

Crews, Jennifer Purcell, Artile White, John W. H. Williams, and Rochelle Winston-Tutwiler as 

they begin another year. Grant that they may grow in wisdom and grace, and strengthen their 

trust in your goodness all the days of their lives. Merciful God, 

 receive our prayer.  

O God, you have so consecrated the covenant of marriage that in it is represented the 

spiritual unity between Christ and his Church. Send therefore your blessing upon these your 

servants William & Alicia Carter and Ben & Tara Plummer that they may so love, honor, and 

cherish each other in faithfulness and patience, in wisdom and true godliness, that their 

home may be a haven of blessing and peace. Merciful God, 

 receive our prayer.  

Surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, we remember the saints who have gone before 

us. May we run with perseverance the race set before us until we find our rest in you. 

Merciful God, 

 receive our prayer.  
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Receive the prayers of your children, merciful God, and hold us forever in your steadfast love; 

through Jesus Christ, our holy Wisdom. Amen. 

 

THE GENERAL THANKSGIVING 

Accept, O Lord, our thanks and praise for all that you have done for us. We thank you 

for the splendor of the whole creation, for the beauty of this world, for the wonder of 

life, and for the mystery of love. 

We thank you for the blessing of family and friends, and for the loving care which 

surrounds us on every side. 

We thank you for setting us at tasks which demand our best efforts, and for leading 

us to accomplishments which satisfy and delight us. We thank you also for those 

disappointments and failures that lead us to acknowledge our dependence on you 

alone. 

Above all, we thank you for your son Jesus Christ; for the truth of his Word and the 

example of his life; for his steadfast obedience, by which he overcame temptation; for 

his dying, through which he overcame death; and for his rising to life again, in which 

we are raised to the life of your kingdom. 

Grant us the gift of your Spirit, that we may know him and make him known; and 

through him, at all times and in all places, may give thanks to you in all things. Amen. 

A PRAYER OF ST. CHRYSOSTOM   

Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our common 

supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved Son that when two or 

three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, 

our desires and petitions as may be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of your 

truth, and in the age to come life everlasting. Amen.  

Almighty God, we give you thanks and praise for your love shown to us in Jesus Christ our 

Lord. Accept the offering of our lives in union with Christ’s offering for us and make us humble 

and obedient servants who will work for your good pleasure; through Christ, with the Holy 

Spirit, all glory and honor is yours, almighty God, now and forever. Amen. 

Let us bless the Lord. 

 Thanks be to God.  

Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine: 

Glory to him from generation to generation in the Church and in Christ Jesus for ever and 

ever. Amen.   
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CLOSING HYMN*  How Firm a Foundation        Hymn 636 

How firm a foundation, ye saints of the Lord, 

is laid for your faith in his excellent word! 

What more can he say than to you he hath said, 

to you that for refuge to Jesus have fled? 
 

‘Fear not, I am with thee; O be not dismayed! 

For I am thy God, and will still give thee aid; 

I’ll strengthen thee, help thee, and cause thee to stand, 

upheld by my righteous, omnipotent hand. 
 

‘When through the deep waters I call thee to go, 

the rivers of woe shall not thee overflow; 

for I will be with thee, thy troubles to bless, 

and sanctify to thee thy deepest distress. 
 

‘When through fiery trials thy pathway shall lie, 

my grace, all-sufficient, shall be thy supply; 

the flame shall not hurt thee; I only design 

thy dross to consume, and thy gold to refine. 
 

‘The soul that to Jesus hath fled for repose, 

I will not, I will not desert to its foes; 

that soul, though all hell shall endeavor to shake, 

I’ll never, no, never, no, never forsake.’ 

 

*Music referenced is for the 10:30 am service.    

 
 

 

 
WORSHIP PARTICIPANTS 

 

Lectors:  

Thomas  Beatty (8 am) 

Henry Davis (10:30 am) 

Organist/Minister of Music: Dr. Willis L. Barnett  

Verger: Nathaniel Lewis 

 All music used by permission from www.OneLicense.net (License number: A-7000000).  

Permission to stream the music in this service obtained from www.OneLicense.net  

(License number: A-7000000). All rights reserved. 


