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1. We began by checking in and naming the feelings we have as we gather.  

2. We talked about Camp Sunday this coming week. We discussed ways that we can 

facilitate people being able to gather to think about camps with the news of General 

Conference also on our minds. We decided: 

a. We will have the youth room open for prayer and someone in the youth room all 

morning for anyone who wishes to talk, pray, or just sit apart from the camping 

ministry events. We did not assign people to be in the youth room at particular 

times. 

b. In the welcome, the pastors will emphasize that it’s good to be together, and that 

we welcome all. It’s what Aldersgate does, it stays together and works together 

despite differences. 

c. The pastors will lead a Prayers of the People style prayer time rather than a 

Pastoral Prayer style prayer so people can say what they need to say. We won’t 

rush it so everyone can voice what they need to voice.  

d. We will have three or four youth who can do a Kids club during the prayer time 

and sermon so adults can be fully present.  

e. We will not leave the prayer spaces that were designed for General Conference 

in the sanctuary and Friendship Hall up. Patty will take then down on 

Wednesday.  

f. Alan and Darrin and Kristin will help serve communion. 

g. Pastors will announce that we need to give Patty time to clean up after worship 

before we descend on the food.  

h. Piano will be moved back to its platform after lunch. Pastors will announce that 

we need about a dozen strong people to help. This will leave the chancel free for 

Lenten decorating next week.  

3. We recognized that the planning we are doing will be subject to change as Pastor Brad 

returns to his role as lead pastor.  

4. We looked again at the Lent outline. During Lent, we will have a Mission Moment each week. 

In second service, we will have a congregational “Taize”-style response instead of a choral 

response.  

a. Pastor Laura intends to lead all the mid-week services.  

b. Jen will offer ashes in the middle of the day on Ash Wednesday in the youth room. 

Pastor Laura will make sure she has ashes.  
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c. March 10 is the first Sunday in Lent, and also Preschool Sunday. Pastor Brad would like 

to preach that day about his reaction to General Conference. It’s possible that the focus 

for the day will not be on Elijah, but since the choir has already started rehearsing that 

music, it’s likely that it will still be part of the service.  

d. March 17 Vince will preach. He is willing to shift the focus to Community instead of Pain, 

if that is more appropriate for where we are as we deepen our reaction and response to 

General Conference. We changed the recommendation for first service song that day 

from Lean on Me to Stand by Me.  

e. April 7 Pastor Terri Stewart is still preaching. We will have a discussion group between 

services where she can share some of her experiences at General Conference. We will 

have communion that day. Partly as a Lenten discipline and partly because Pastor Terri 

is very sensitive to gluten, we will have unleavened oat bread for communion that day, 

prepared by Malia with Patty’s recipe.  

f. April 14 is Palm Sunday. Pastor Brad is planning to preach. Bells will play and choir will 

sing (both).  

g. April 21 is Easter. There will be no bells on Easter.  

5. We looked ahead to Easter season, from 4/28 through 6/2. This will also be Stewardship 

season. Each week we will have a Stewardship Moment. The sermon series that Brad is 

planning is about Uprising and Insurrection. We noted that this theme means that whatever 

struggles we feel, they are not insurmountable. The season will have a non-militant feel to our 

uprising, though. Our images will center around butterflies and the emergence from the cocoon, 

leaving it behind, and rising into the air for flight. There is a song in Planning Center called 

Wake that might be helpful in establishing a feel for what we want. There is an outline in Google 

Docs, but here are some more specifics.  

a. Mother’s Day 

● We have had a lot of guest speakers lately and we would like to not have guest 

speakers again the way we did last year. We’d like a pastor to preach.  

● We talked a lot about the balance between noting that it is Mother’s Day and not 

bringing up pain for people who can’t have children of their own or who have had 

difficult relationships with mothers or as mothers. We decided that there will be 

several special things about the Sunday: the children will sing at both services, 

the men will prepare pancakes between services, Jen will have a camera and 

take pictures of families, friends, anyone who wants them and email them to 

people. We will also provide copies of any pictures taken of families to Wendi for 

the directory. We may also have a photo booth with props and a Polaroid for 

selfies and FB posts.  

● In second service, we will sing (or have the choir sing) Arise, Almighty Women, a 

historical look at the origins of Mother’s Day.  

● The sermon and the scripture and the other music will not focus on mothers or 

Mother’s Day.  

● We did not make a decision about whether to give out flowers or not.  

b. May 19 will be Stewardship Celebration Sunday. Pledge cards will be due.  

● We will also have handbells playing in worship 2nd service. Pam noted that 

Allison will be using the remainder of money in the 2nd service music line of the 



operating budget for music for Easter so handbells will play music from the file in 

May and June.  

c. May 26 is Memorial Day.  

● There will be two services, but one will be at Lazy F and one will be at church. 

The band will lead worship at Lazy F. The service at AUMC will have special 

music. The choir will not plan to sing that day.  

● Brad or Vince will preach at AUMC. The service at Lazy F will probably be led by 

lay people.  

d. June 2 will be the end of the Uprising Series.  

6. Pentecost is June 9. It will also be Graduation Sunday. We will be honoring at least 9 

graduates that we could think of quickly: Caralynn, Jay, Gwen, Leah, Annie, Josh, Cora, Hailey, 

and Marie.  

7. We talked about the curtain choice for Friendship Hall. Consensus seemed to be that color is 

good but too much color is not good. Neutral color is good but too much of a neutral color is not 

good. So the feedback from Worship team is for the gold and the dark gray, in some 

combination, probably with the gold toward the outside and the gray on the inside.  

8. We decided that we will have one service every Sunday from July 7-Septmeber 1, 2019. We 

did not decide, but want to consider trading off worship styles so all musicians get time off and 

also having some services with combined styles. September 8 will be a big kick-off to the 

academic year programming.  


