
Worship Team Meeting Notes 1.20.19 

In attendance: Pam Johnson, Roger Ingalls, Jen Hoerber, Patty Ferguson, Bill Ferguson, Jason Suchan, 

Norma Line, Malia Hampson, Laura Baumgartner 

I. Reflections on Advent and Christmas 

A. Advent- we liked having theme songs in each service. 

1. Roger said it was nice to have four to choose from so they could pick the one that 

worked for them.  

2. The piano being up in the chancel served its’ purpose, which was to make it possible 

for Jason to direct and play at once while he was the interim music director for 2nd 

service. It’s time to move it back down to where the manger was. We think the 

youth group can do that on Feb. 10 so it’s there by Feb. 17.  

3. The cantata and pageant work well on the same Sunday in December.  

B. Christmas Eve 

1. Three services worked for us. We had three distinct worship services and more 

visitors at 5pm than the other two. Attendance at the latest service has historically 

always been the smallest.  

2. The descriptions on the doors about the three services were not accurate. We need 

to remember to update them for next year.  

3. The worship band at 7pm felt there were too many new songs. They would like to 

look into having fewer songs at that service, and possibly more speaking.  

4. Christmas Carol Communion was well received at 9pm.  

5. The proposal was made to think about combining the service for children and the 

contemporary service. The idea would be to have a casual service where the 

children can still dress up and act out the story, but also have some worship 

elements designed for adults as well. The band would play some pieces and maybe 

Jason could lead the more traditional carols on piano to reduce the band’s 

repertoire. The time could stay at 5pm or change. We did not make a decision, but 

agreed to think about it.  

6. If we decide to combine the other two services, the traditional one could also 

change in time.  

II. Epiphany 

A. Next week (1/27) Vince will preach. He is doing a Love Feast liturgy in both services. 

Malia is providing pretzels. Norma will have flowers on pedestals instead of the altar. 

Laura will be in Boise for her mother’s birthday.  

B. Feb. 3 we will have communion. Karen Fleshman and Kristin Thorsness are handling 

communion elements that day.  

C. Feb. 10 Rich Lang will be preaching on Tradition as Foundation, with an eye toward what 

General Conference is and what it means, as part of our UMC tradition. We will make an 

effort to have less atonement theology in our songs in first service than we did last time 

he was with us. Allison is looking into whether we can have any part of Tradition! From 

Fiddler on the Roof in second service.  

D. Feb. 17 Jean Harris is leading worship and preaching. We don’t have a lot of details 

about her plan yet. The bells will play.  



E. Feb. 24 we anticipate that Brad will be with us for worship. Brad and Laura will share the 

sermon. General Conference will be in session that weekend.  

F. March 3 is Camp Sunday and Communion Sunday. Patty will bring tie-dyed communion 

linens for the altar. The choir is planning to sing “Do Lord”. The band is also planning to 

be there. This is a Sunday where there is one service at 10am and taco bar afterward.  

III. Lent 

A. The overall theme will be Formed from a Piece of Clay, based on Job 33:6. Norma will 

arrange a chancel display of clay pots and the children may make some more clay pots 

(in neutral colors) during kids club and add to the display. We talked about a possible 

Taize style musical feel for the whole season, maybe just in 2nd service.  Possible theme 

songs we talked about for the series include: 

1. Potter’s Wheel: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wZFYIYGPBfA (please excuse 

the rather insensitive images that John Denver chose for this video) 

2. Potter’s Hands: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bgXL3y9RIbI 

3. Spirit of the Living God (melt me, mold me…) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BagH-zTfnsQ 

B. Week by week 

1. March 10 is Preschool Sunday. Laura will preach.  

2. March 17 Vince will preach. Bells will play.  

3. March 24 is Mission Sunday. No one will preach. There will be one service at 9-9:30 

only. Then mission projects and lunch.  

4. March 31 is UMCOR Sunday. Laura will probably preach.  

5. April 7 Terri Stewart will preach and we’ll have communion.  

6. April 14 is Palm Sunday. We think Pastor Brad will preach. Bells are thinking about 

playing this week instead of their regular schedule, which would be Easter. Laura 

and Wendi will order palms. We will have more big palms like last year, not just 

single leaves.  

7. April 21 is Easter. More on that below.  

C. Special Services 

1. Ash Wednesday March 6. There will be no bell rehearsal. Choir will sing at the 

service at 7pm and then rehearse after the service. The service will be led by a Taize 

style of music. The Scripture will probably be the Job 33 text that sets the tone for 

the season. Jen and Laura will also arrange for ashes to be available at noon for 

those who wish to receive them then. We anticipate that Brad’s class will be starting 

that morning, so there will be class members and preschool families who would 

appreciate them.  

2. Maundy Thursday April 18. We’ll organize this like last year with a series of readings 

and meditation times. We’ll have different sound experiences in the different 

meditation times as well, in addition to congregational Taize style singing. The 

musical options include silence, guitar, piano, solo voice, and bells. We talked about 

the song What Wondrous Love is This being central to the planning of this service.  

3. Good Friday April 19. The choir will sing 1-2 anthems during this service. Unless 

Pastor Brad is up to organizing it, we decided not to have the extra cross brought in 

for this year. Norma will dress the hanging cross in black and we may add a small 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wZFYIYGPBfA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bgXL3y9RIbI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BagH-zTfnsQ


altar cross in black as well, but we don’t need the huge one for this year. For this 

service, we talked about the song Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence as a central 

organizing idea.  

4. Saturday April 20 we need a schedule for building use. Laura will work with Wendi 

and Patty and Jen and post this on Google Drive.  

D. Easter 

1. “Sunrise” service 

Laura and Jen will find out if this is happening in conjunction with Bellevue First 

UMC and the extent to which we need help from Aldersgate to facilitate.  

2. The flower cross needs to be in the sanctuary during worship and the flowers can be 

added during a hymn, like last year.  

3. The services will involve lots of music.  

4. Allison and Pam are working on whether bells and choir can collaborate on some 

music. Choir will not rehearse on April 20 (Saturday). Choir will also not do a Cantata 

that day.  

5. At second service, we will have a Hallelujah chorus sing along as the postlude.  

6. Allison is looking into hiring brass or recruiting brass players from the congregation.  

IV. Other items 

A. Our next meeting time was not set. Laura and Patty will work on it and get back to you. 

It will hopefully be just before Lent begins, so we can do a final check on Lent and also 

look ahead to Easter and Pentecost. We will invite our new communion stewards to 

attend that meeting since Malia will be preparing to leave us by then.  

B. Summer worship always brings the question of whether to go to one service for all or 

part of the summer. We talked about whether August would be a good time to worship 

together as one body in a combined style, because it is good to be together and because 

we value getting to know each other, and because lots of people travel. We may also 

want to consider whether the schedule for VBS or 4th of July weekend would impact our 

decision. We did not come to a decision, but we agreed to think about it til we meet 

again.  


