
Jeff Bukantz e-blast for June 28th 

 

To paraphrase the catchphrase of pro wrestling legend The Rock, “Finally, Team USA has come back…to 

Israel!  After the many months of preparation and anticipation, it is hard to believe that we’re here at 

the 20th World Maccabiah Games. 

Team USA is 1,127 strong, and representing 44 states.  We have athletes ranging from 14-85 (junior, 

youth, open, masters, grand masters) who will comprise a total of 79 teams competing in 34 sports. 

As I’ve said before, there is a distinct difference between the Maccabiah (also known as “The Jewish 

Olympics”) and the Olympics.  At the Olympics, Team USA’s success is solely measured by the number of 

medals the athletes bring back home. 

At the Maccabiah, Team USA’s success is not only measured by the number of medals won, but 

primarily by the number of athletes we bring to Israel.  Therefore, before the first competition is played, 

Team USA’s participation at the 20th Maccabiah has been a resounding success! 

I recommend that the Maccabiah no longer be called The Jewish Olympics.  Going forward, let the 

Olympics be known as “The Non-Sectarian World Maccabiah Games!” 

However, the sports will be put on hold until next week. 

First, Team USA will partake in the cultural and educational Israel Connect program.  Through daily tours 

over the next six days, the athletes will get to experience the Land of Israel.  For many, it will change 

their lives. 

Israel Connect will include trips to Jerusalem, Tel Aviv, Masada, the Dead Sea, Yad Vashem, and 

culminate with the Phyllis Magerman B’nai Mitzvah Ceremony. 

And, then, on July 4th, the team will meet at the Kfar Maccabiah for one last send-off, including the 

announcement of the flag bearer, before heading off to their various new lodgings around the country. 

On July 6th, the athletes will have a lifetime experience at the Opening Ceremony.  They will march into 

Teddy Stadium, proud to be a member of Team USA, proud to represent their country, but ultimately 

proud to be a Jew!  And they will know that everyone in that packed stadium will be proud of them, too. 

And then, let the Games begin!!! 

Go Team USA!!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 


