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Liberty in America is the combination of two Biblical concepts. It involves “The Laws of Nature” and the “Law of Revelation”. The Laws of Nature consist of God’s Commandments telling man how to treat his neighbor and how not to use his property. The Law of Revelation is the ability of man to understand and know the purpose of the Laws of Nature. Our founders believed God connected a man’s happiness to the degree in which that man obeyed His Commandments. 

Under the New Testament, God writes His Laws defining man’s liberty on the hearts and minds of all men directly. He then gives to each the capacity or ability to use that Standard of Truth to discriminate his own conduct and the conduct of others. This is the bases for all ethics and justice within our society.

Our founders were Christian who believed in the above concept of liberty. As Protestants, they believed all men were created equal with no one having authority over another. This belief was based upon a statement made by Martin Luther, a Roman Catholic priest who made a stand against all hierarchies. 
"I say, then, neither pope, nor bishop, nor any man whatever has the right of making one syllable binding on a Christian man, unless it be done with his own consent. Whatever is done otherwise is done in the spirit of tyranny...I cry aloud on behalf of liberty and conscience, and I proclaim with confidence that no kind of law can with any justice be imposed on Christians, except so far as they themselves will; for we are free from all." (4th edition, Man’s Religions by John B. Noss, p. 483, The Macmillan Company)

They identified the “Laws of Nature and Nature’s God” as their source for liberty. They bound themselves together as a republic using this Standard of Truth in “The Declaration of Independence”. The oath established limits on every man’s right to pursue his happiness. When they used this term in their constitutions, they are referring to the limited freedom one has in dealing with his neighbors. Liberty in Law means a citizen cannot cause or bring harm to his neighbor by stealing, killing, or bearing a false witness against him or his family. 

Below are two examples from two State Constitutions illustrating the limits one must follow or obey when exercising his right to express his sentiments on any subject or topic using a printing press. 

(1) The following section is taken from the Constitution of Rhode Island. The people made it very clear of the limits one must follow or obey when using the press to publish their sentiments concerning a citizen, his family, or his business. 
Article 1. Section 20.  Freedom of press.
 
“The liberty of the press being essential to the security of freedom in a state, any person may publish sentiments on any subject, being responsible for the abuse of that liberty; and in all trials for libel, both civil and criminal, the truth, unless published from malicious motives, shall be sufficient defense to the person charged.” 
 (2) The following is taken from Article 8 of the Ohio Constitution of 1803 listing the people’s rights. The people of Ohio had to write a constitution that was consistent with the fundamental principles and rights found in “The Declaration of Independence” before they could become a member of the Union.
Article 8, Section  6 of which lists their “Bill of Rights” as citizens state:
“That the printing presses shall be open and free to every citizen who wishes to examine the proceedings of any branch of government, or the conduct of any public officer, and no law shall ever restrain the right thereof. Every citizen has an indisputable right to speak, write or print, upon any subject, as he thinks proper, being liable for the abuse of that liberty. In prosecutions for any publication respecting the official conduct of men in a public capacity, or where the matter published is proper for public information, the truth thereof may always be given in evidence; and in all indictments for libels, the jury shall have the right to determine the law and the facts, under the direction of the court, as in other cases.”
“The Bill of Rights” is a list of laws that protect the pre-existing rights of all citizens. They are added to our U.S. Constitution to prevent the federal government from interfering with the unalienable rights given to all citizens by God. Every citizen has the right to use a printing press or any other public means of communication to express his sentiments concerning any subject or topic. 

The 1st Amendment states: “Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.”

The 1st Amendment is a law to Congress to protect the pre-existing right of all citizens to use the press to express their sentiments about any topic or subject. There is no freedom of the press! The 1st does not permit or allow the owner of a press or his employees to abuse their liberty. Every citizen in America is accountable and liable as an individual, for the abuse of his liberty. The 1st does not give those in government the right to use the press or other public communications as a weapon to bear a false witness against another person. 

The 9th amendment protects the liberty of all citizens because it prevents the government from denying or disparaging the required limits a person must use when expressing his views on a topic or subject. No branch of any government has the power to erase or void any limits placed upon man by God.
The 9th amendment states: “The enumeration in the Constitution, of certain rights, shall not be construed to deny or disparage others retained by the people.” 
This nation was conceived in liberty from God. It is dedicated to the proposition that all men are created equal with equal liberty to express their sentiments in the public press on any topic, being responsible for the abuse of that liberty. 
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