[image: A white and black logo

Description automatically generated with medium confidence]

[image: A blue letter with white text

Description automatically generated]





This summary outlines bills of interest to MedChi that were passed by the General Assembly during the 2026 Legislative Session and includes their effective dates.

HI = 	MedChi Health Insurance Subcommittee
BC = 	MedChi Boards and Commission Subcommittee
PH = 	MedChi Public Health Subcommittee
FYI = 	MedChi For Your Information Subcommittee


BILLS EFFECTIVE OCTOBER 1, 2026

(FYI) HB 273 (SB 14): Health Insurance - Small Business Health Options Program (SHOP) Enrollment - Effective Dates
· Alters the effective dates of enrollment in a Small Business Health Options (SHOP) Exchange plan for individuals who enroll during special enrollment periods.

(HI) HB 277 (SB 139): Insurance - Third Party Administrators - Enforcement
· Alters the grounds on which the Maryland Insurance Commissioner may deny an applicant for registration as or refuse to renew, suspend, or revoke the registration of a third party administrator; and alters the violations for which the Commissioner may impose civil penalties against a third party administrator.

(BC) HB 322 (SB 260): Maryland Health Care Commission - Membership
· Alters the membership of the Maryland Health Care Commission by reducing from nine to eight the number of members who are individuals who do not have any connection with the management or policy of a health care provider or payor and includes an administrator of a hospital; and alters from five to four the number of Commission members who must be residents of different counties with a population of 300,000 or more.

(BC) HB 340 (SB 238): School Psychologist Interstate Licensure Compact
· Enters the School Psychologist Interstate Licensure Compact for the purpose of authorizing licensed school psychologists who hold multistate licenses to provide school psychological services in member states; establishes requirements for multistate licensure; establishes the School Psychologist Interstate Licensure Compact Commission; provides for the withdrawal from the Compact; etc.

(BC) HB 372 (SB 169): Hospitals - Emergency Pregnancy-Related Medical Conditions – Procedures
· Requires a hospital to conduct screening on a patient presenting at an emergency department of the hospital to determine whether the patient has an emergency pregnancy-related medical condition; establishes requirements and prohibitions related to the treatment and transfer of a patient who has an emergency pregnancy-related medical condition; requires a hospital to allow the termination of a pregnancy in certain circumstances; etc.

(BC) HB 377 (SB 326): Physician Assistants and Midwives - Parity With Other Health Care Practitioners
· Alters provisions of law to include physician assistants in the health care practitioners who may take certain actions, including actions related to the guardianship of disabled persons, admission of individuals to mental health facilities, and the Emergency and Allergy Treatment Program; alters the health care practitioners that may order that a pregnant incarcerated individual be admitted to the infirmary; requires the Maryland Department of Health (MDH) to cover certain charges for emergency evaluees; etc.

(PH) HB 422 (SB 394): Public Health - Expedited Partner Therapy - Bacterial Vaginosis and Licensed Certified Midwives
· Adds bacterial vaginosis to the list of diagnoses for which health care practitioners may prescribe, dispense, or otherwise provide antibiotic therapy to a sexual partner of a diagnosed patient without making a personal physical assessment of the sexual partner; and adds licensed certified midwives to the list of health care practitioners who may prescribe, dispense, or otherwise provide antibiotic therapy to a sexual partner of a diagnosed patient without making an assessment of the sexual partner.

(FYI) HB 498 (SB 444): Certificate of Need - Intermediate Health Care Facilities
· Repeals the exemption from the certificate of need requirement for a change in bed capacity for intermediate care facilities that offer substance use disorder treatment services; provides a certificate of need is not required for a change in bed capacity at facilities offering treatment services if a written notice is filed with the Commission 45 days before the facility's establishment, the facility is consistent with the State Health Plan, will result in more efficient service delivery, and is in the public interest; etc.

(PH) HB 529 (SB 244): Code Revision - Health - Maryland Medical Assistance Program
· Revises, restates, and recodifies the laws of this State relating to the Maryland Medical Assistance Program (MMAP).

(BC) HB 619 (SB 333): Interstate Podiatric Medical Licensure Compact
· Enters the Interstate Podiatric Medical Licensure Compact; authorizes a podiatrist to practice in a participating state under certain scope of practice rules; establishes the Interstate Podiatric Medical Licensure Compact Commission to oversee the Compact and its duties and powers; and provides the Act is contingent on the enactment of substantially similar provisions in four other states.

(BC) HB 624 (SB 411): Hospitals - Clinical Staffing Committees and Plans - Establishment (Safe Staffing Act of 2026)
· Requires hospitals licensed in the State to comply with staffing standards to establish and maintain a clinical staffing committee and to implement a clinical staffing plan; requires each staffing committee to develop a staffing plan; requires the chief nursing executive of each hospital to produce a draft clinical staffing plan and submit it to the clinical staffing committee of the hospital; requires, beginning in 2028, by July 1 each year, each hospital to implement a clinical staffing plan; etc.

(HI) HB 684 (SB 521): Health Insurance - Material Changes to Provider Networks - Notification and Special Enrollment Period
· Requires health systems to comply with insurance provisions regarding the notice of termination of contracts; alters the notification requirements a carrier is required to provide an enrollee regarding changes to the carrier's provider panel; alters the notice requirements a carrier is required to provide to the Insurance Commissioner for material changes to the carrier's provider panel; requires notice if a carrier and health system intend to terminate contracts; etc.

(FYI) HB 894: Land Use - Transit-Oriented Development - Alterations (Maryland Transit and Housing Opportunity Act)
· Provides for the automatic designation of transit-oriented developments as enterprise zones, subject to conditions; requires the Maryland Economic Development Corporation to prioritize redevelopment projects when making loans under the Strategic Infrastructure Revolving Loan Program; alters the authority of local legislative bodies to regulate land use planning on land near transit stations; delays the collection of development excise taxes and impact fees, subject to an exception; etc.

(FYI) HB 1012: Public Health - Local Suicide Fatality Review Teams - Authorization
· Authorizes a county or municipality to establish a local suicide fatality review team to coordinate with local child fatality review teams and the State Suicide Fatality Review Committee; authorizes a team to review suicide deaths in the county, identify factors associated with suicide, promote coordination among entities, and develop recommendations to prevent suicide; provides that information acquired by a local team is confidential and exempt from disclosure under the Maryland Public Information Act; etc.

(BC) HB 1047 (SB 915): State Board of Physicians - Delegation of Duties - Alterations
· Requires an individual to be registered with the State Board of Physicians (BOP) to perform limited X-ray machine operations in the State; establishes disciplinary procedures for limited X-ray machine operators; recodifies provisions of law related to registered cardiovascular invasive specialists and supervised medical graduates; and authorizes a physician assistant to perform X-ray duties under certain circumstances.

(BC) HB 1087: Health Care Facilities - Surgical Smoke - Smoke Evacuation Systems
· Requires, by January 1, 2028, each health care facility that performs surgical procedures to adopt and implement policies that require the use of a smoke evacuation system during a surgical procedure that may generate surgical smoke.

(BC) HB 1120 (SB 418): Professional Licensing Portability - Members of the Foreign Service and Spouses
· Authorizes members of the Foreign Service and spouses of members of the Foreign Service, under certain circumstances, to practice in the State under an occupational or professional license issued in another State.

(BC) HB 1135 (SB 773): Health Occupations - Pharmacists - Vaccination Orders
· Authorizes a pharmacist to order certain vaccinations for individuals who are at least 3 years old without having to also administer the vaccination.

(PH) HB 1249: Certified Recovery Residences - Refusing Services to Individuals Receiving Medication-Assisted Treatment - Prohibition
· Requires that the requirements for the certification of recovery residences established by a credentialing entity prohibit a certified recovery residence from refusing services to an individual receiving medication-assisted treatment for opioid use disorder or requiring an individual to cease receiving or modify how the individual receives medication-assisted treatment for opioid use disorder as a condition to receive services from a certified recovery residence.

(PH) HB 1364: Public Health - Mammograms - Arterial Calcification Notice
· Requires centers where mammography testing is performed to include in the screening results letter that is sent to a patient, as required by federal law, a notice of the presence of arterial calcification as observed during the patient's mammogram.

(FYI) HB 1389 (SB 907): Public Health - Female Genital Mutilation
· Alters the definition of "abuse" to include female genital mutilation for the purposes of a provision of law requiring persons to provide notice of suspected abuse or neglect of a child or make a written report of suspected abuse or neglect of a child; alters the actions regarding female genital mutilation in which a person is prohibited from engaging; increases the penalties for a violation of provisions related to female genital mutilation; etc.

(HI) HB 1470 (SB 839): Medical Assistance Programs - Drug Dispensing - Cost-of-Dispensing Survey
· Requires, beginning in 2026, MDH to conduct the in-State cost-of-dispensing survey at least every 3 years; and requires the Department to report the results of the survey to the General Assembly by December 1 in each year the survey is required.

(BC) SB 83: Health Occupations - Grounds for Discipline - Federal and Court Actions
· Alters the grounds for discipline by health occupations boards to include being disciplined by any branch of the uniformed services or the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs; and alters the grounds for discipline of a naturopathic doctor by the State BOP to include being convicted or disciplined by a court of any state or country.

(BC) SB 242: Modernizing Civil Relief for Service Members Act
· Authorizes active service members and spouses, under certain circumstances, to practice in the State under an occupational or professional license issued in another state; and alters the definition of "eligible veteran" for purposes of certain provisions of law governing occupational or professional licensing processes to include former service members who have been discharged before the date on which an application for a license, certificate, or registration is submitted.

(PH) SB 249: Tobacco Product Licensees - Additional Licensure for Electronic Smoking Devices
· Repeals a provision of law authorizing a person holding a license relating to cigarettes or other tobacco products to manufacture, distribute, or sell electronic smoking devices in the same capacity as a person holding a license relating to electronic smoking devices; exempts the holder of a certain license who is an applicant for a license to act as an electronic smoking devices retailer or vape shop vendor from the requirement to pay an additional license fee for the license; etc.


(HI) SB 496: Maryland Medical Assistance Program - Coverage for the Treatment of Obesity – Authorization
· Authorizes, beginning January 1, 2027, MMAP comprehensive coverage for the treatment of obesity; requires MDH to provide notice to Program recipients if the Department elects to provide the comprehensive coverage; authorizes the Department to apply to the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services for a State plan amendment authorizing the State to provide comprehensive coverage for the treatment of obesity; etc.

(BC) SB 707: Mental Health Law - Danger to the Life or Safety of the Individual or of Others - Definition (Right to Treatment)
· Defines "danger to the life or safety of the individual or of others" for purposes of the involuntary admission of individuals with mental disorders to a facility or Veterans' Administration hospital and the emergency evaluation of individuals with mental disorders.

(FYI) SB 772: Maryland Department of Health - Employment Training and Opportunity Database
· Requires MDH to establish an employment training and opportunity database for the purpose of assisting individuals in the State in finding employment training and other opportunities that may enable the individuals to become eligible and maintain eligibility for MMAP and the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program; requires the Department to assist individuals in enrolling in programs listed in the database; etc.

(BC) SB 778: Clinical Research Pharmacies and Clinical Trials - Permits and Ownership
· Establishes a clinical research pharmacy permit; authorizes the State Board of Pharmacy to issue a clinical research pharmacy permit; authorizes a health care provider to hold an ownership interest in a clinical research pharmacy under certain circumstances; prohibits an individual from being required to obtain a license, certification, or authorization to practice under certain provisions of law to own or have an ownership interest in a clinical research pharmacy; etc.

(FYI) SB 818: State Center - Development - Contract, Plan Requirements, and Advisory Group
· Alters requirements related to the development of a project at State Center; and establishes a State Center Advisory Group to provide community input, inform the identification of potential community benefits associated with the project in the surrounding areas, and facilitate transparency and information-sharing.


BILLS EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 2027

(HI) HB 393 (SB 272): Health Insurance - Scalp Cooling Systems - Required Coverage
· Requires insurers, nonprofit health service plans, health maintenance organizations (HMOs) , and managed care organizations that provide coverage for chemotherapy to treat cancer to provide coverage for scalp cooling systems used for the preservation of hair in connection with chemotherapy treatment; and applies the Act to all policies, contracts, and health benefit plans issued, delivered, or renewed in the State on or after January 1, 2027.



(HI) HB 445 (SB 276): Maryland Medical Assistance Program and Health Insurance - Coverage for Orthoses and Prostheses (So Every Body Can Move Act)
· Requires MMAP and insurers, nonprofit health service plans, and HMOs to provide coverage related to orthoses beginning January 1, 2027; clarifies that mandated benefits related to prostheses include all prostheses determined by a treating health care provider to be medically necessary for completing daily living activities, essential job-related activities, or performing other physical activities; etc.

(HI) HB 1093 (SB 808): Health Insurance - Provider Panels - Requirements
· Alters the process through which health care providers apply to participate on a carrier's provider panel, including notice requirements; repeals the authorization for a carrier to charge an application fee; requires carriers to use information to update the carriers' provider directory at a certain frequency; alters the credentialing applications that the Commissioner may designate for a credentialing system and the circumstances under which the designation may be made; etc.

(HI) SB 794: Health Insurance - Special Enrollment Period for Pregnancy - Coverage Effective Date
· Authorizes an individual who enrolls for coverage or enrolls a dependent for coverage during a special enrollment period for pregnancy to choose a date option on which the coverage will become effective; and requires the carrier, if the individual fails to select the effective date, to select a date option.
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