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Maryland Commission on Health Equity - Data Advisory Committee and AHEAD 

Overview
The Maryland Department of Health and the Maryland Commission on Health Equity (MCHE) are forming an advisory group (the Data Advisory Committee). The MCHE is required under HB1333 to develop and monitor a State Health Equity Plan (SHEP). Additionally, the MCHE has the authority to establish an advisory committee to help carry out additional requirements under the legislation.
Members of the Data Advisory Committee (DAC) will help create the State Health Equity Plan under the States Advancing All-Payer Health Equity Approaches and Development (AHEAD) Model. The model is designed to improve health care quality and equity while lowering costs for all health care payers including Medicare, Medicaid and private insurers. The DAC will advise on the population health, quality and equity measures and targets required for the State Health Equity Plan as part of the AHEAD Model. Maryland will select measures based on a set of options provided by the Center for Medicare and Medicaid Innovation (CMMI). The measures appear in the AHEAD Measures section below. 
We are looking for individuals who have been patients and consumers of health care to join the Data Advisory Committee. We are also interested in individuals who have experience with measure development (qualitative and quantitative), population health analytics and/or health equity target-setting. 
AHEAD Measures
For the statewide measures, MD will select one measure from each of the six domains listed in Table 1 below. For the sixth domain, the state will need to identify at least one focus area and related measure. Domains 1-5 are called the “core” set. Domain 6 is called “optional” but it is required. Performance targets must be set for the measures and the state must identify one equity target. MD’s statewide population health, quality and equity measures are due to CMMI by July 1, 2025. 

Table 1 - Statewide Population Health, Quality and Equity Measures
	
	Domain
	Measure

	1
	Population Health 
	CDC HRQOL– 4 Healthy Days Core Module 

	2
	Prevention & Wellness 
Choose at least 1 measure
	Colorectal Cancer Screening (CCS-AD) 

	
	
	Breast Cancer Screening: Mammography (BCS-AD) 

	3
	Chronic Conditions 
Choose at least 1 measure
	Controlling High Blood Pressure (CBP-AD) 

	
	
	Hemoglobin A1c Control for Patients with Diabetes (HBDAD) 

	4
	Behavioral Health  
Choose at least 1 measure
	Use of Pharmacotherapy for Opioid Use Disorder (OUD-AD) 

	
	
	Antidepressant Medication Management (AMMAD) 

	
	
	Follow-Up After Hospitalization for Mental Illness (FUHAD) 

	
	
	Follow-up after ED Visit for Substance Use  

	5
	Health Care Quality and Utilization 
	Plan All-Cause Unplanned Readmission (PCRAD) 



	
	Domain
	Measure

	Must choose at least 1 Focus Area 

	6
	Focus Area 1 - Maternal Health Outcomes 
Choose at least 1 measure
	Live Births Weighing Less than 2500 grams (LBWCH) 

	
	
	Prenatal and Postpartum Care: Postpartum Care (PPC-AD) 

	
	Focus Area 2 - Prevention Measures 
Choose at least 1 measure
	Adult Immunization Status 

	
	
	Prevalence of Obesity 

	
	
	Medical Assistance with Smoking and Tobacco Use Cessation (MSC)

	
	
	ED Visits for Alcohol and Substance Use Disorders# 

	
	Focus Area 3 - Social Drivers of Health 
Choose at least 1 measure
	Food Insecurity 

	
	
	Housing Quality



DAC Membership
The following organizations/sectors should be represented on the DAC. MCHE members are welcome to participate. DAC members should have experience in measure development, population health analytics and/or health equity target setting, or be a patient/consumer of health care. DAC meetings are subject to the Public Meetings Act and therefore open to everyone. There is an opportunity for public comment at every meeting.  

	Organization 

	Maryland Department of Health (MDH) 

	Chesapeake Regional Information System for our Patients (CRISP) 

	Health Services Cost Review Commission (HSCRC)

	Maryland Health Care Commission (MHCC)

	Behavioral Health Administration

	Maryland Medicaid

	Maryland Hospital Association (MHA) 

	Hospital - at least 1 located in urban setting 

	Hospital - at least 1 located in rural setting

	Community Health Resources Commission

	Commercial Payor

	Medicaid Managed Care Organization (MCO)

	MDPCP CTO

	Local Health Department

	Community-based organization involved in health-related social needs 

	Population Health and/or Health Equity Researcher

	Patient/consumer



DAC Meeting Frequency 
The DAC is expected to meet regularly (up to monthly) during the pre-implementation phase of AHEAD. Meeting frequency will be determined at a later date for the model implementation period. 

DAC Recruitment
Anyone interested in participating in the DAC is asked to complete a short form. The deadline to submit is 5pm on December 31, 2024. Individuals selected to participate will be notified by January 7, 2025. 
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