
What’s it like to lunch with “Southern Charm” star Patricia Altschul? h It’s twice the fun when her bestie Georgette Mosbacher,

the North Naples resident who served as U.S. Ambassador to Poland from 2018-2021, is by her side. h Miss Patricia, as she is

known, is the modern matriarch of Bravo’s hit show, now airing its ninth season. h Mosbacher has made several appearances on

the show when visiting Charleston, South Carolina, where the series is produced by Altschul’s son, Whitney Sudler-Smith. h

They bring out the best in each other, eliciting oodles of giggles, as I discovered at Casa Cotzelli in North Naples during a holiday

luncheon graciously hosted by Mosbacher’s sister Lyn Paulsin.

The ladies have traveled the world together.
Altschul and Smith stayed at Mosbacher’s offi-
cial residence in Warsaw, Poland, during her
service abroad.

“What makes for a long-term committed friend-
ship is that we’re both active with many commit-
ments. We have a lot going on,” said Altschul.

In addition to “Southern Charm,” Altschul
works on her signature home and caftan collec-
tion for Home Shopping Network.

“I enjoy seeing everything she’s designing,“
said Mosbacher, who describes her best friend
as a perfectionist down to the last bead.

“Then — totally opposite — I just returned
from Ukraine, and I’m talking to her about
world affairs. She’s equally as interested and
well-read.”

Altschul added, “We both enjoy very differ-
ent activities, but we’re both interested in each
other’s activities.”

Our lunchtime chat coincided with the
show’s reunion episode taping.

“Pat is the ‘Southern Charm’ whisperer,”
Mosbacher said. “She gets a phone call every
five minutes from cast members asking What
should I do about this? What should I wear?
What if he says this? What if she says that? How
should I react?”

And though she didn’t sip one during lunch, I
learned that Miss Patricia’s martinis must be craft-
ed by gin because they boast numerous botanicals
vs. vodka’s lowly potato, wheat or corn base.

Vacation agenda

Altschul isn’t a stranger to Florida: Her par-
ents had a home in Clearwater Beach “before
there were so many buildings” and she loves the

Gulf of Mexico, “her favorite place to swim.”
Southwest Florida’s temperate, soothing salt

water was part of their plans, but our recent
murky weather wasn’t cooperative with clouds,
wind and choppy water.

Though you wouldn’t know it from looking at
her, as seen on a recent episode, Miss Patricia
suffered a back-breaking injury six months ago
and powered through her recovery with phys-
ical therapy and ample exercise.

“They told me, oh, at your age, it’s going to
take a year before you can even walk.”

That’s all Altschul had to hear.
It didn’t stop her from appearing at Bravocon

in Las Vegas and visiting France and Los Angeles.
“It’s 90% better. And now I’m here with Geor-

gette.”
“Nothing keeps us down. We’re always ready 
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NEAPOLITAN + FOOD & CLASSIFIED

Help Support the Harry Chapin Food Bank and Save Big

Experience substantial discounts across  
our entire product line by donating ten  
non-perishable food items to our annual 
Harry Chapin Food Drive.

Save up to 

$300*

Serving Lee, Charlotte, and Collier counties since 1994.

THE METRO WAY  

FREE CONSULTATION 

FREE PROFESSIONAL MEASURING 

FREE INSTALLATION**

239-276-6170
*Through 1/7/24. Save 5% for up to $300 max discount. Limit 1 per household. Cannot be combined. Must present ad. 

**$1000 minimum to qualify for complimentary installation. Surcharges may apply. Contact us for details.

Style 
that Lasts™

This week’s theme: give a bit, get a lot.
From the last 2023 free sampling

event in Bonita Springs to a pretty fan-
tastic foodie raffle, you’ll spend $25.

But spending a tad more might in-
crease your odds, and it’s all for a good
cause.

Winner, winner, fantastic dinners

It’s curtains up for TheatreZone’s
third Culinary Theatre raffle. For $25 per
ticket or $100 for five, you could nab up
to $4,800 fine-dining gift certificates to
16 Southwest Florida restaurants.

Grand prize winners score $2,000,
comprising $400 for each location to

spend at Baleen, Bleu Provence, Campa-
gna Hospitality (you might know it as

Vincenzo Betulia’s various restaurants),
Capital Grille, and 16 cards in $25 de-
nominations for Phelan Family Brands
spots including Pinchers, Texas Tony’s,
Phuzzy’s Boat Shack, Deep Lagoon and
Two Fillets.

Second prize is $1,600 broken down
into $400 increments at Fleming’s, M
Waterfront Grille, Ridgway Bar & Grill,
and USS Nemo.

Third prize is also a winner, totaling
$1,200 with $400 to spend at Ocean
Prime, Old Vines Supper Club, and
Ruth’s Chris in Bonita.

You’ll have to wait to reap the re-
wards: the drawing takes place at the
season’s final performance, “Carrie: The
Musical,” on May 5.

According to TheatreZone’s Found-
ing Artistic Director Mark Danni, the
raffle has generated over $50,000 in its

first two years. The company’s mission
is to bring professional live theatre to
Naples for the enjoyment of audiences
and the enrichment of the Southwest
Florida community.

Visit theatre.zone to purchase.

New brew & more

Grumpy Goat Coffee’s “Holiday Sips
& Bites” free tasting event features a
whopping 10 vendors on Dec. 21 from
4:30 to 7:30 p.m. Two new purveyors in
the usual lineup include Swamp Cat
Brewing Company, a soon-to-open vet-
erans and FGCU alumni-founded brew-
ery, and Hemingway Lane Candles &
Gifts. The tasting events are open to the
public.

(28280 Old 41 Road, Unit 11, Bonita
Springs; grumpygoat.com)

$4,800 in fine dining for $25? Details and more 
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Grilled Mediterranean octopus with
Asian pear, chickpeas, macadamia
nuts, romesco sauce and black garlic
emulsion at USS Nemo restaurant in
Naples. COURTESY USS NEMO
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