
 
 

 From our local Partners on FAFSA:  
 
MAC Grant 
Just a friendly reminder that the deadline is only a few days away on May 1. The online 
application can be accessed at https://wacofoundation.org/mac. (Waco Foundation launched a 
redesigned website, so old links will no longer work.) 
  
Planning for next year 
Late April or early May, I will be sending out an email to counselors to schedule FAFSA 
presentations and workshops for fall 2019. I know this may seem early to start scheduling 
dates, but it will be helpful to have our dates set for the next academic calendar because I know 
school schedules are always busy. 
  
  
Voice your opinion on FAFSA 
A few days ago, the U. S. Department of Education opened the comment period for the 2020-
2021 FAFSA, which means now is the time for us to share our thoughts on the next FAFSA. The 
National College Access Network is collecting feedback from members. As an NCAN member, 
we would like to collect your input and submit your feedback to NCAN as a community, which 
will be able to take your voice to a larger advocacy level. 
  
If you want to provide feedback, please email me by Wednesday, May 8 with your comments 
and the FAFSA question it relates to. 
  
Federal Student Aid ID Enhancements 
On March 31, Federal Student Aid implemented a few changes to the Federal Student Aid ID 
(FSA ID) that will make the process easier for students. 

·      If a student verified their mobile phone number, they will be able to use it as a 
username. 

·      The 18-month password limit is removed, so students and parents won’t need to reset 
expired passwords. 

·      Special character requirement in the FSA ID password is no longer required. 
·      Students that use an email address with .edu, .K12, .pvt, .tec, or .cc will receive a 

message to use an email address that they will not lose upon graduation. 
·      Users will receive a warning message when an account is about to be locked and will be 

notified about the number of attempts that have been made. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://wacofoundation.org/mac


 
 
 
FAFSA Completion Rate Concerns 
Many counselors have noticed that the data on the ApplyTexas Counselor Suite and on Federal 
Student Aid are not accurately recording which students have completed FAFSA. This is likely 
due to students not selecting the high school on their FAFSA, so they are not being properly 
matched for data purposes. In that regard, we recognize that the FAFSA data, while federally 
reported, is not truly representative of all the great work that you do. The MAC Program’s plan 
is to contact NCAN to bring awareness and potentially find a solution for the 2020-2021 FAFSA. 
  
FAFSA Data through April 5 

McLennan County 53.75% 

United States 50% 

Texas 47.90% 

  
Notes: 
FAFSA completion data is provided through Federal Student Aid 
Senior class sizes are reported by counselors in early fall 2018 
  

From Texas OnCourse:  
  
The new #TXOCDataDive tool makes it easy to track academic #success and progress on 
#campus, district, region, and state levels. The easy-to-read graphs are ideal for highlighting 
#trends across school years to support ongoing #funding. Check it out!  
  
Texas OnCourse’s DataDive is a comprehensive source for data on all levels: campus, district, 
regional, and state.    
 Attendance, STAAR scores, college readiness assessments, graduation reports, and more are all 
housed in one place, in clean, easy to read graphics. With DataDive, you can: 
 Review and highlight CCMR progress and changes over time with colleagues and leadership, as 
well as with parents and guardians.    

• Explain accountability, track progress, and set goals.    
• Identify key areas for campus growth in college, career, and military readiness.    
• See how you’re doing compared to other campuses and within your district.    

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/about/data-center/student/application-volume/fafsa-completion-high-school
https://hubs.ly/H0hmX_h0
https://texasoncourse.org/tools/datadive/?utm_campaign=DataDive&utm_source=outreach&utm_medium=practitioners


 
 
 
 

 

“Release of ‘13 Reasons Why’ associated with 
an increase in youth suicide rates” 

The Netflix show “13 Reasons Why” was associated with a 28.9% increase in 
suicide rates among U.S. youth ages 10-17 in the month (April 2017) ….read more 
here.  
 

TEA Letter for HB 1638: 

Many of you are making agreements with your Institutes of Higher Education (IHEs) for the 
2019-2020 school year. Some may not recall that there is a new protocol for designing the 
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with them in partnership to deliver your dual credit 
options. Please click here  to read an important “To the Administrator Addressed” letter about 
HB 1638 parameters for dual credit MOUs. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.nih.gov/news-events/news-releases/release-13-reasons-why-associated-increase-youth-suicide-rates
https://tea.texas.gov/About_TEA/News_and_Multimedia/Correspondence/TAA_Letters/House_Bill_1638___Statewide_Dual_Credit_Goals/


 

 

 

Also, secondary counselors, please make sure that you are active in your ApplyTexas Counselor 
Suite accounts. If you are not, please e-mail me (only designated secondary school counselors 
and college and career specialists), and I will get you set up.  

 

 
   
Be sure to follow us on Twitter!     

 
@TxR12_Counselor  

https://twitter.com/txr12_counselor

