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A WORD FROM PASTOR NATE
I love Spring (and Summer). It is a season of growth. Leaves appear,
buds grow into flowers, birds sing…. And weeds grow. Hmmph.

JOIN US FOR WORSHIP
SUNDAY MORNINGS
9:00 AM
&
10:30 AM

This is the Easter rush. We get dressed up, we go to church, we eat
well, and we celebrate with family. Soon after life returns to normal.
We have excitement, joy, and celebration. However, it doesn’t take
long for the weeds of distraction to jump back in.
As we keep our eyes on Christ, it is hard to hold the gaze. We get
distracted in the weeds of our lives. They may be worries and
struggles or there may be two many good things. Whatever those
weeds are, they get in the way of our personal growth in our
relationship with God.

MEET IN PERSON OR
JOIN US LIVE STREAMED ON
My prayer for you is that you “spring” forward through Easter and
OUR WEBSITE
(WWW.CHESTERBAPTIST.COM), continue to grow with God. I pray you talk to Him more and listen
more through His word. I pray you take time to meditate on his truth
FACEBOOK, OR YOUTUBE

or simply sit in the stillness of His presence. I pray God shows you
how you can serve Him through serving another individual in your
life.

My hope and prayer is that this Spring is a season of spiritual growth

COMMUNITY EASTER SUNRISE for each one of us. As we grow in Christ individually, He will grow us,
SERVICE AT CHESTER UNITED
as a church, into who He wants us to be.
METHODIST CHURCH, 6:30 AM

Happy Easter,
Pastor Nate
--

MR. MAC'S MUSIC NOTES
Arguably, The Messiah by G. F. Handel is one of the most known oratorios in music history. During a
career of teaching music for 39 years, I found that most of my students recognized hearing "The Hallelujah
Chorus." Although "The Hallelujah Chorus" is in the Easter portion of Messiah, we often hear it during
Christmas, as well. Perhaps there are some facts about Messiah you do not know.
Part I focuses on the birth and life of Jesus. In Part II, Messiah jumps immediately to the Passion of
Jesus: "Behold the Lamb of God that taketh away the sin of the world." The Easter section begins in Part II,
delivering the good news of the resurrection which is alluded to in prophetic scripture. The beloved
"Hallelujah Chorus" concludes Part II. In Part III, the final chorus of Messiah is one of worship: "Worthy is
the Lamb that was slain, and hath redeemed us to God by His blood, receive poser, and riches, and wisdom,
and strength, and honour, and glory, and blessing. Blessing and honour, glory and power be unto Him that
sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb forever and ever." (Revelation 5:12-13) About forty percent
of Messiah concerns the resurrection, not of Jesus, but of those who believe in Him. (citation: Dr. Mark
Peters)
George Frideric Handel's Messiah was originally an Easter offering. It burst onto the stage of Musick Hall
in Dublin on April 13, 1742. It is full of beautifully crafted music that carries Scripture from start to finish.

Community Fellowship Lunch- To Go
Every 1st & 3rd Thursday of the Month
Pick up from 11:30 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.
Open to the whole community!
Call 748-2939 to reserve your meal!
FINANCE UPDATE
The results from the first six months of the 20212021 church year remain positive with
contributions to the Operating Funds $53,864
above expenses. The 6 month results are to the left.
The positive results are the result of reduced
expenses from church activities curtailed because
of the Corona Virus plus contributions exceeding
budget. These results have enabled the church to
make upgrades in technology (internet & phone),
lighting in the choir loft, and virtual services (live
streaming & video production). Input from
committees, teams, and departments for the 20212022 budget year are being requested by the end of
April. Please be in prayer for these groups and the
Finance Committee during the preparation of next
year's budget.

One aspect of the vision of the Middle District Baptist Association is to provide opportunities for individual
churches to reach their full potential in missions. Below is information on projects in which our Association is
involved or has been involved. For more information contact:
Dr. Jim Hamacher, Executive Director (Jim@mdba.org) or
Mrs. Brenda Green, Executive Administrator (Brenda@mdba.org)
Impact Virginia – Chesterfield (July 11-17, 2021)
Youth gather from all across Virginia here in Middle
District for a week of inspiration and to serve the
community through doing home repairs.
Summer Lawn Mission Project 2020
This project engaged youth in lawn mowing, clean-up
and checking on our senior adult population in
Chesterfield County. Adults groups were welcomed to
participate as well.
School Supplies
Each summer Middle District coordinates the effort of
churches by encouraging the members to collect large
quantities of school supplies which are donated to the
school boards within our association. In turn, the school
social workers distribute these to the neediest families
within each school.
Luggage Collection
Luggage was collected for the Children’s Home. The
contact person at The Home was brought to tears at the
awesome response to this need of luggage for the
children.
Christmas Store 2020
The store this year helped 133 families (342 children)
with gifts, including a $20 Kroger gift card for food, and
for last minute items they needed.
Middle District Educational Scholarship
Each year the association is able to bless a college level
and beyond student by giving a $1,000 scholarship to
help offset educational expenses.

M40 Auto Ministry
Middle District supports this ministry through prayer.
M40 is a non-profit, family-oriented local business
whose mission is to bless others in Jesus’ name every
day. They do this by offering low cost care repairs,
maintenance purchases and also by donating a car to a
family or individual when the need is apparent. Check
out their website, www.m40auto.com for more
information on how you can help.
Together for Tanzania
Middle District encourages us to pray for this ministry
and you might want to consider sponsoring a student.
This is a non-profit mission ministry that exists to
break the cycle of poverty through education.
Check out this mission endeavor on the internet at
www.togetherfortanzia.org.
House Project
The Middle District has a goal of purchasing, fixing up,
and selling a house to provide an additional revenue
stream. No house has been located, but to date
$230,000 had been raised toward the goal of $300,000.
Ministry House
Middle District churches built a Ministry House in rural
Powhatan County. This was a ministry to the family
who could not otherwise afford to purchase a home.
Panama’s San Blass Islands
Middle District established a ministered to the Kuna
Indians by rebuilding a church that had been destroyed,
provided a medical team and dentists , and worked with
children in the school.

There are many opportunities for churches or individuals in our Middle District Baptist Association to be involved.
Make a difference by sharing your gifts and talents through missions.
MDBA MISSION
“Our mission is to start and strengthen churches that passionately care
for people, bring honor to God, and impact communities and the world
with the transforming love of Jesus.”
Next Month: How has our church benefited from being a member of The Association?
Kathy Lilley (Leadership committee – Middle District Baptist Association)

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY TEAM NEWS
Our Drive By Easter Eggstravazanza was a great
success. Thank you to Crystal Hill for her hard work to
get all completed and set up. We had a total of 55 kids
pre- register and 7 drive ups. We prepared 2 bags for
non–registered children. We completed a total of 64
bags distributed. We had one lady see us in the parking
lot, and drive in and park and come over to talk with us
about CBC and Children’s Ministries and our preschool.
She had been checking out the Web site. Very exciting
and so nice to see our families and children. A very fun
event.
Thanks to the following who helped on Saturday:
Crystal and Louis, Meredith Roberson, Ashley and
Darlene Williams, Crystal Williams, Michelle
Hornberger
(aka Ms. Easter Bunny) and her trusted side kick...
Corinne Hornberger.
Also, we couldn’t have done it without the help of those
who helped to do the stuffing of the eggs and bags
before the big day: David & Donalda Engleman, Brenda
Riding, Sue Hart, Michael & Pam King, Kimberly Sasser,
Linda Williams, Edye Parrish, Susan Meredith, Ellen
Truett, Bette Wilson, Crystal and Louis Hill. If I missed
anyone I’m sorry, but you all are greatly appreciated!
Looking forward to our next event!

Bible Study Materials
We have our Children’s Bible Study materials available for Spring. If you would like the weekly lessons sent
to you, please let Darlene Williams know. Email her at Tabbydbw@aol.com
Sunday Morning Packets
We continue to have a weekly packet for your child to have if they are coming to the Sunday morning
service with you. Please be sure you get one as you enter the foyer to the Sanctuary. If you don’t see them
ask an usher.
Watch for our Zoom Meetings
We will start back up our Zoom meetings and our Story time - information will be forthcoming. We will
have these divided by ages and hopefully they will allow the children to share with one another and stay
connected to their church friends.
Birthday Cards ( Happy Birthday to You)
Crystal Williams continues to send out our monthly birthday cards, if your child is not on the list or you
know of someone that we should add to our list, please send the name and birthdate to Crystal at
crickle78@aol.com
Thank you for your patience in returning to our Children’s Activities. We want our children back, but we are
making sure all is safe before we set a start back date. Stay tuned….
Darlene Williams
Children’s Ministry Team Coordinator

The
One Not
In The Picture
Last week I saw a picture posted on Facebook. In that picture there were three young couples and a
young lady with a baby probably about 6 months old sitting on her lap. One couple was expecting a baby
in a little over a month. The two other couples had been married less than a year, Jacqueline and I were
one of those two. The young lady with the baby on her lap was holding his hands up as he faced the
camera, and she was beaming with happiness and joy. The one person missing in this photo was her
husband. He was taking the picture.
One obvious thing about this picture is that these people were friends who genuinely loved each other
and enjoyed each other’s company. The year was 1985. Before cell phones. Before cameras with timers
and tripods, at least for this group of friends.
About two weeks after that picture was taken, Peter, the photographer, was killed in a tragic automobile
accident. While looking at that photograph, I reached back into my memory to the time spent with those
other three couples. We were all friends. We all loved each other, and we still love each other. Some of
them I have not seen in many years, but if the opportunity arises and we cross paths, the friendships will
pick up right where they left off. There is great comfort in knowing that there are some people in our lives
with whom we share deep roots.
That picture brought me great joy, but it also brought back a sting of sorrow. My dear friend, Peter, was
not in the photo, however the photo would not exist without his presence during that moment of time in
November of 1985. You see, Pete and I had been working together and had become close friends. We
took turns carpooling and we developed a real friendship. That friendship was cut short by the reality and
the tragedy that sometimes happens in life. I wept for days for my friend and for his young wife. I wept
for the young son that he adored who would never know what a great dad his father was. I wept more
because the loss of my friend truly hurt. It was deep. It was real. It was raw…it still hurts. But I would not
trade that hurt for anything.
Why? You ask. Because if I had never had the privilege of knowing Peter and becoming his friend, I would
never have suffered the pain of his loss. Our friendships and the people we love bless our lives, but they
also bring sorrow when tragedy strikes. These things happen in life, but they need not overwhelm us.
You see, Peter was saved. He knew Jesus and the power of His resurrection, which we celebrate now
during this Easter Season. I still remember being at his funeral and knowing that this was not the end. I
knew that he was in the presence of the Lord and that one day I will see him again. That assurance gave
me great comfort then, and it gives me great comfort now.
Peter was the one unseen person necessary for the photograph that is the subject of this writing, in like
manner Jesus is the one unseen person necessary for the things that really matter in life. Without Jesus
in our lives, the people that know and love Peter would only have a sense of loss. Yet, through the pain of
his loss we still have hope! Jesus is our hope, our future, and our eternity. He is our promise of grace and
salvation. He is our peace in every situation, however all too often we decide that He is “The One Not In
The Picture.”
As I have thought about the nature of that picture and how I wish I could see my friend on the other end
of the camera, I look at it with a new set of eyes. Now, I think of when I will see him again and I am grateful
for his friendship. I also consider that Jesus is always there. He may not always be seen in the picture but
He is!
Rusty Peaks

APRIL IS NATIONAL LIBRARY MONTH
We hope you will come in and check out some of these new titles to read
and enjoy. We are currently not open on Sunday. If you would like to
check something out, please let us know and we can have it ready for you.
We are also available during the week by appointment if you would like to
come in or we can make arrangements to deliver items to you.
Email libraryatcbc@gmail.com or call either
Jewel at (804) 526-4332 or the church office (804) 748-2939.
Adult
222.11/SCH Waiting for Wonder: Learning to Live on God's Timeline by
Marlo Schalesky
248.4/CLO Boundaries: When to Say Yes, How to Say No to Take
Control of Your Life by Dr. Henry Cloud
248.842/LOR The Dad Difference: The 4 Most Important Gifts You Can
Give to Your Kids by Bryan Loritts
248.843/SUM Unbound: Finding Freedom from Unrealistic Expectations
of Motherhood by Jamie Sumner
636.7/GRA Second-Chance Dogs: True Stories of the Dogs We Rescue
and the Dogs Who Rescue Us by Callie Smith Grant
F/BER/A-03 Once Upon A Summer Series - Once Upon A Caribbean
Summer by Lisa T. Bergren
F/BER/A-04 Once Upon A Summer Series - Once Upon A Irish Summer by
Lisa T. Bergren
Children
C226.8/LEV Who's Is My Neighbor? by Amy-Jill Levine
C642/CHO My Breakfast with Jesus: Worshipping God Around the
World by Tina Cho
CE/STE
Just Like Tonight: Button the Bear is Worried at Bedtime! by
Amber Stewart
CE/STE
Little by Little: Scramble the Otter Loves Learning to Swim! by
Amber Stewart
CE/STE
Puddle's Big Step: This Little Duck is Starting at Nursery! by
Amber Stewart

OUR LOVE & SYMPATHY...
...to George Stanford and family. George's brother, Jim Stanford,
went to be with the Lord on March 15.
...to Carolyn Akins and family. Carolyn's husband, Jim, went to be
with the Lord on March 21.
...to Ann Totty and family. Ann's brother, Bill Smithwick, went to
be with the Lord on March 23.
...to Shirley Harper and family. Shirley's brother, Bill Mustian,
went to be with the Lord on March 24.

ANNIE ARMSTRONG EASTER OFFERING
Please prayerfully consider a contribution to the
Annie Armstrong Easter Offering for North
American Missions (formerly called Home
Missions). If you have an envelope box, there will
be an envelope for this purpose among the April
envelopes. Our goal for this year will be $1500.

GIVE ONLINE
Online giving allows you to make contributions anytime, not just on Sunday.
You can also set up scheduled contributions. To get started, go to our
website www.chesterbaptist.com and select DONATE and then DONATE
ONLINE from the toolbar or scan the QR to the left. You can login as a
member (1st time users must create a login) or as a guest. All contributors
will be sent a receipt to their email address. Contact Susan Meredith, 7482939, with any questions.

DONATE THROUGH THE KROGER
COMMUNITY REWARDS PROGRAM (KCRP)
CBC is enrolled in the Kroger Community Rewards Program (KCRP). Here's an easy way to participate:
-Go to http://Kroger.com
-Click on the link for KCRP at the bottom of the page under Community.
-Once logged into your Kroger account, you can search for Chester Baptist or HP586 and click Enroll. (New
users will need to create an account which requires some basic info, a valid email address & a rewards card.
A percentage of your purchases will go to CBC at no cost to you.
Please consider helping CBC earn a little additional funding!
Happy Shopping!!

GIVE THROUGH AMAZON SMILE
What's Amazon Smile? It is a foundation that will donate
0.5% of the purchase price of eligible products to a non-profit
groups. If you shop on Amazon, choose our church name in
Amazon Smile and part of the purchase price will be donated
to our church. You only have to choose our church once and
then every time you shop on Amazon and purchase a
participating product, it will donate money to us. This is an
easy opportunity to contribute to our church when you are
already shopping online. Use this link to make the process
even easier https://smile.amazon.com/ch/54-072569.
Feel free to contact the church office with any questions, 7482939.

LOOK WHO'S CELEBRATING AN APRIL BIRTHDAY
1. Bill Damon
2. Jean Harrison
4. Helen Kilbourne, Alex Monroe
5. Chris Raines, Bethany Magee Tucker
6. Chuck Mahaffey
8. David Taylor
10. Beth Lyerly
12. Peggy Herring, George Self
13. Michelle Garder, Pat Hayes
14. Bobby Ann Clark, Amy Estes, Rosa Harris, Kenny Hart,
Doris Harrison-Hobart, Randy McConnell
15. Laura Shifflett
16. Joanne Westfall
17. John Elliott, Steve VanVlack
18. David Alexander, Pat Tucker
19. Doris Fogle, Chris Meager
20. Alyssa Blake
21. Makalah Cribb
22. Verna Edwards, Jessie Meager, Sandy Raines, David Tillar
24. Elizabeth Harrison, Sue VanVlack
25. Johnny Harper III
26. Betty Johnson, Paul Riding, David Williams
28. Rusty Peaks
29. Maria Bencomo, Nancy Jean Roberts
30. Susan Russo, Melissa Wilkinson

CONTACT US!
Office hours: Monday-Thursday, 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
804-748-2939
Senior Pastor
Pastor Nate Travis, nate.travis@chesterbaptist.com
Associate Pastor to Youth & Young Adults
Pastor Bryce Williams, bryce.williams@chesterbaptist.com
Minister of Music & Worship
Randy McConnell, randy.mcconnell@chesterbaptist.com
Contemporary Worship Leader
Rusty Peaks, rusty.peaks@chesterbaptist.com
Church Secretary
Edye Parrish, edye.parrish@chesterbaptist.com
Financial Adminstrator
Susan Meredith, susan.meredith@chesterbaptist.com
Pianist
Ellen Sapko, contact church office, 748-2939

