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Lloyd’s Lines—Dr. Lloyd Braswell, Senior Pastor 

As I reflected on what to write for my final newsletter, my primary feeling was that of grati-
tude.  I have had the pleasure to serve as your pastor for 10 years and 5 months.  We 
have been through so much together.  Soon after I came, it seemed that there was one 
tragedy after another in my life.  I had only been here 6 ½ months when my son, Matthew, 
died.  So many of you loved me, supported me, prayed for me and helped me at the lowest times of 
my life.  I will forever be grateful for that love and support. 
 
A pastor has the sacred honor of being present at the highs and lows of life.  Especially over the past 
few weeks when I look around the congregation, I have thought of times I was able to share in joys 
and sorrows with so many of you.  We are an older congregation and I have now conducted 107 fu-
nerals with an additional one this week.  As you supported me in my grief, I have been honored to be 
with many of you in your times of grief and loss.   
 
I have had the privilege of officiating 19 weddings and 3 wedding renewals.  These are such special 
times to meet with couples as they plan for their lives together and then to take part in their wedding 
day.  During my time here I have experienced the pain of a separation and divorce.  That too was a 
difficult journey in which you offered much support and love.   I am so excited that many of you now 
will be sharing in my upcoming marriage with Tamara.  I am so looking forward to our life together. 
 
During my time here, many people have come and gone within our church.  We have had 234 individ-
uals that have joined the church, 88 by baptism with 3 more to be baptized on Sunday, February 2.  It 
is wonderful time to be with people when they accept Christ and grow in their walk with God.   
 
Almost every year that I have been here, we have ordained new deacons.  All total I have had the priv-
ilege to share in the ordination of 22 deacons.  This too is a special and sacred time as individuals ac-
cept this special role of being a deacon or servant to God and the church.   
 
I have enjoyed our times of worship both in the traditional and the contemporary services.  I have en-
joyed mission work which includes: the backpack program, Stop Hunger Now, Operation Inasmuch, 
Mission Madness, working with CCHASM, the Community Fellowship Dinners, mission trips to Haiti 
and Washington, DC and more. Our Vacation Bible School is always a fun time reaching out to the 
children and young families in our community.  I love that our church welcomes so many different 
groups into our building and it has also been a privilege to connect with the weekday preschool, boy 
scouts, cub scouts, VIP Care, CCHASM, Shepherd’s Center, Tractor Club, Women’s Club and others.  
This truly extends our ministry much further into the community.  
 
I am also so thankful for our church staff.  We have some amazing staff leadership.  There have been 
many transitions with staff over the years and I have enjoyed each person that I have worked with, but 
let me simply comment on the current staff.  Over the years we have cut some positions and some 
have not yet been filled.  This has left more work on our staff. I hope you are appreciative of each of 
them.  Edye Parrish & Susan Meredith are the dynamic duo in the office.  Randy McConnell and Rusty 
Peaks are superb worship leaders. I encourage you to tell them how much you support their commit-
ment to God and to Chester Baptist Church.   
 
Finally, it has been good to just journey in life and ministry together. I have enjoyed visiting with you in 
your homes or the hospital.   I have enjoyed being with you in meetings and worship.  Much has hap-
pened over the past 10 + years in each of our lives and within our church.  May we all press on to do 
the things that God has for us. 
 
Thanks for allowing me to share in your journey. 
 
Peace, Lloyd  
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Since 2007, Baptist Women in Ministry has encouraged Baptist churches to participate 

in Martha Stearns Marshall Month of Preaching by having a woman preach during the 

month of February.  Dr. Roberta Damon will preach on Sunday, February 9th!! 

 

February is Martha Stearns Marshall Month of Preaching 

Finance Committee Report 

Our Love and Sympathy... 

...to Ed Newman and family.  Ed’s cousin, Shirley Plymale, went to be with the Lord on Friday, Jan-
uary 3, 2020. 

 

...to the family of Cecelia Kitson.  Cecelia went to be with the Lord on Saturday, January 11, 2020. 

Mark your calendar for the Annual Youth Spaghetti Dinner, March 14!!  Join us for 
a fun evening!  We will serve dinner at 5:00 p.m. and have the popular cake auc-
tion afterwards!  It’s never too early to start planning what cake you would like to 
bring.   

Spaghetti Dinner is next month!! 

Finance Committee Report 

At December 31st, the Church was three months into its fiscal year, which runs from October 1, 
2019 through September 30, 2020.  Year-to-date results at December 31st were as follows: 

 

These numbers reflect larger contributions that the church normally receives every December, as 
well as lower expense primarily due to the vacant Youth Minister position.   

Three months ending 

December 31, 2019

Contributions to Operating Fund 231,910$                       

Receipts from PreSchool 33,806                            

Total Receipts 265,716$                       

Church Expenses 118,074                          

PreSchool Expenses 27,451                            

Total Expenses 145,525$                       

Receipts greater than expenses 120,191$                       
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If you wish to place flowers in the sanctuary, there are spaces open on the flower calen-
dar for you to sign.  The calendar is located in the hallway of the educational wing, out-
side of the Sunday school office.  Please call Shirley Wright (748-4863) if you have 
questions or would like to join the team. 

The Flower Calendar  

We invite you to join us each Wednesday from 
6:00-7:00 p.m. for Bible study.  We have programs for all ages—children, youth and beyond.  We 
look forward to spending time with you each week!  Everyone is welcome to join us!  Call the church 
office for more information, 748-2939. 

Church Family Night–  

Every Wednesday 

What’s Amazon Smile?  It is a foundation that will donate 0.5% of the purchase price of eligible 
products to a non-profit groups.  If you shop on Amazon, choose our church name in Amazon Smile 
and part of the purchase price will be donated to our church.  You only have to choose our church 
once and then every time you shop on Amazon and purchase a participating product, it will donate 
money to us. This is an easy opportunity to contribute to our church when you are already shopping 
online.  Use the link below to make the process even easier: 

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/54-0702569 

Feel free to contact the church office if you have any questions. 748-2939 

We participate in Amazon Smile! 

Thank you! 

Dear Church Members: 

Thank you so much for the big bag of goodies (given by the Homebound 
Team).  I have enjoyed the poinsettia, the goodies, and everything.  I will 
enjoy using the lap quilt—I seem to stay cold.  Guess it’s old age and thin 
skin.  Hope you all enjoy 2020 in good health.  Thank you again for everything. 

Love and prayers,   

Dot Driskill 
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Rusty’s Rap Session 

Proverbs 14:4, Where no oxen are, the manger is clean, but much revenue comes by 
the strength of the ox. 

 

I want you to see the picture of what a manger truly is.  The literal translation for manger is the 
word, "stall".  The stall where an ox is kept is full of hay, dirt, feces, urine, and filth, and it must be 
cleaned daily by the caretaker in order for the ox to remain healthy.  But it was a nasty job that was 
well worth doing.  Imagine what life would have been like without the ox as a tool in the hand of the 
farmer or landowner.  How would he pull the wagon?  How would he move trees or remove 
stumps?  How would the fields be plowed?  How would the cows birth calves?  The ox was an ab-
solute necessity in the culture at that time, but the ox was absolutely messy.  The mess that came 
with the ox was a necessity in order for the many blessings provided by that same ox. 

 

This is one of my favorite scriptures and I have referenced it at times over the course of my life.  
Especially when my wife gets upset about a mess that I may have made somewhere while doing a 
project or simply by just being a man.  I smile and lightheartedly say, "Baby, I'm the ox and I make 
a mess but I also bring a blessing along with that mess."  She knows this scripture and she under-
stands what I am saying, but I also know what's good for me so I clean up the mess when I'm fin-
ished.   

 

There are times when we need to make a temporary mess in order to bring about a blessing.   
Sometimes we must make a mess in order to progress and improve.   For instance, a home will not 
be built without first clearing the land and making a mess of a plot of land.  While construction pro-
gresses the mess continues but it begins to take form and when construction is complete a more 
useful property is revealed.  We can all attest to the mess caused by road and highway construc-
tion, but we can also attest to the blessing (usually) of a more efficient road or highway once the 
construction is complete and the mess is clear. 

 

Our lives are like the verse above.  Sometimes we need to get dirty with the proverbial  Ox in order 
to be a blessing.  We need to get our hands dirty and get involved in the lives of people by being 
compassionate through difficult times.  We need to love the unlovely; the homosexual, the racist, 
the person that we don't agree with, the person on the other end of my personal political prefer-
ence, the homeless, the prisoner, etc.  We need to be like the ox and make a mess.  As the ox 
plowed the land, we need to stir things up in a positive way to effect positive change in our church 
and community.  As the ox pulled the stumps, we need to identify and tear out the negative things 
in our lives, our church and community that are hindrances to progress.  As the ox drags away the 
heavy debris we need to help bear the burdens of others.  Jesus said, "Come unto Me, all that are 
weary and heavy laden and I will give you rest.  Take my yoke upon you and learn from Me......and 
you will find rest for your souls. For My yoke is easy and my burden is light." Matthew 11:29-30.  
When Jesus spoke these words he was referring to the yoke of an oxen.  The yoke is the harness 
used whereby the ox can pull and bear the burden of his work load.  Those who are "weary and 
heavy laden" are in the midst of the mess of  life and they need relief.  Jesus provides that relief if 
we will allow him to take the load. 

 

When life becomes messy and unlovely, Jesus is the caretaker of our souls.  As the caretaker 

cleans the mess made by the Ox; He will clean the mess from our lives, if only we will allow it.   
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Youth Winter Retreat January, 2020 

Nags Head, NC, January 17-19!  What a great weekend fellowshipping and growing closer to God!  
Thank you for your support of our youth so we can go on trips like this! 
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Youth News! 

 
It’s Time to Reserve Your Spot for 
PASSPORT CAMP 2020! 
June 21-26, 2020 
Greensboro, NC 
 
 

How much does it cost to go to Passport Camp? 
Actual Cost of Camp- $423.00 per camper 

Deposit- $200.00 to hold your slot 
Total final cost to CBC Youth- FREE! 

Here’s how it works: Through generous donations at our annual spaghetti dinner and dessert 
auction, we are able to send all of our youth to camp free of charge! However, in order to reserve 

your spot, you must turn in a deposit check for $200.00. This check will not be deposited but will be 
returned to you (or destroyed) the day that we leave for camp. If you find that you are unable to at-
tend camp after turning in your deposit, we will make every effort to fill your slot. If we can-

not find a replacement, the $200.00 check will be deposited to help offset the money the 
church has paid for your spot. 

  
 Spots will be filled on a first-come-first serve basis so turn in your deposit ASAP! 

  
 
 
  

Spaghetti Dinner & Dessert Auction 
Saturday, March 14th 

This event is mandatory for all youth who are planning to attend Passport Camp this summer! 
Dinner is at 5:00 p.m.  (Youth should be here at 4:00 p.m.) 

  

  
 
 

CBFVA’s Mission Madness 
March 27-29h 
Richmond, VA 

Cost- $25.00 (due by March 1st) 
  
  
 
 

Don’t miss these upcoming youth activities!  
Wednesday, Feb. 5th:    Youth! (6:00-7:00 p.m.) 
Wednesday, Feb. 12th:  Youth! (6:00-7:00 p.m.)  
Wednesday, Feb. 19th:  Youth! (6:00-7:00 p.m.)  
Wednesday, Feb. 26th:  Youth! (6:00-7:00 p.m.) 
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Celebration Corner 

Congratulations to those celebrating their wedding anniversaries this 
month: 

February 18– Nancy & Steve Meager 

February 26-  Kendall & Steve Bozarth 

Our Easter Celebration will be Saturday, March 21, 10:30 a.m.-Noon. There will be crafts, snacks, 
games, egg hunt and the Easter Bunny! All children ages 3 to 5

th
 grade are welcome. Please help 

spread the word to your family and friends. We will be collecting candy and plastic eggs. We also 
need volunteers to help with this event. If you can volunteer or have any questions please call or text 
Crystal Hill at 804-894-2254 or email hcry5ta1@verizon.net.  

Easter Celebration !! 

mailto:hcry5ta1@verizon.net
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Welcome New Members 

Please give a warm Chester Baptist Church welcome to our newest 
church members: 

 

Nick McMillian.  Nick joined our church on January 12.   

 

Billy and Jenny Lasher.  Billy and Jenny joined our church on January 19. 

 

Joe Hale.  Joe joined our church on January 26. 

 

We are so happy to have you part of our church family.  Welcome!!! 

All ladies are invited to join our new study! 
 
Me, Myself, and Lies: A Thought Closet Makeover  
by Jennifer Rothschild  
 
Wednesday, February 12 to Wednesday, March 18 
6:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.  
Room 302 (Berea) 
 
This women's Bible study encourages women to clean out the junk in 
their minds and replace hidden negative thoughts with positive truths from 
God's word. Words are powerful. Especially the words women speak to 
themselves. All too often, what they say to themselves when they lie in 
bed at night or look in the mirror in the morning is not even close to the words God wants them to 
speak to their souls. According to Rothschild, what we think about often has a ripple effect on nearly 
every area of our lives. (7 sessions) 
 
Please contact Crystal Hill at hcry5ta1@verizon.net or call/text 804-894-2254 if you’d like to join.  
Study Books have to be ordered in advance and cost $14. 

Women’s Evening Bible Study 

Book Club Coming Soon! 

Mark your calendar for Monday, February 17, 6:30 p.m.   We are starting 
a Book Club!!  Book clubs are fun and are a good way to get to know oth-
er people!  Come to the library for more information. 

mailto:hcry5ta1@verizon.net
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February is Love of Reading Month 

We are starting a monthly Library Book Club that will meet the third 
Monday of each month at 6:30 p.m. in the Church Library.  The first 
one is Monday, February 17.  Stop by the church library for more de-
tails. This is open to all ages to come and join us.  The church library 
is ready with lots of books for all ages. These are just a few of the 
new titles along with many more from both new and popular authors.  We are located in the 
hallway by the chandelier entrance near the children's and youth area.   Stop by the library 
for coffee, chat, fellowship and come check out some of these great new additions.  
 
Library Hours 
Sunday 9-12 p.m. 
Tuesday 11-1 p.m. 
Wednesday 9:30 a.m.-1 p.m. & 6-7 p.m. 
Thursday 11 a.m.-1 p.m. & 7-8 p.m. 
 
Adult 
248.4/FRE          A Million Little Ways:  Uncover the Art You Were Made to Live by Emily P. Free-
man 
248.843/SHI       The Resolution for Women by Priscilla Evans Shirer 
613.2/WAR         The Daniel Plan:  40 days to a Healthier Life by Rick Warren 
F/HUN                Risen: A Novel by Angela Hunt 
F/MUN                North by Starlight by Diane & David Munson 
F/WRI                 The Curse of Misty Wayfair by Jaime Jo Wright  
 
Youth 
YF/MUN             Night Flight by Diane & David Munson 
 
Juvenile 
J612/RIV            The Work of Your Hand:  Fingerprints, God, and You by Jennifer Hall Rivera 
JF/KOC              Imagine Series:  The Miracles of Jesus by Matt Koceich 
 
Children 
C241.4/KEN      Otter B Series: Honest by Pamela Kennedy 
C241.4/KEN      Otter B Series: Kind by Pamela Kennedy 
CE/BER             God Gave Us Family by Lisa Tawn Bergren 

 

Circulation Statistics  
January – December 2019 

Items checked out 970 
Adult 520, Youth 1, Juvenile 122, 
Children 321, DVD’s 6 & CD’s 0 
Weekly Average Circulation 18 



  

 11  February 2020 

 

     Weekly at CBC                

Building Lock-up 
Schedule 

            Sunday 

  8:30 a.m. Early Bird Bible Fellowship 
  9:00 a.m.     Media Library Open 
  9:45 a.m. Bible Fellowship 
                        (including Children) 
  9:45 a.m. Contemporary Worship Ser-
              vice (Sanctuary) 
11:00 a.m. Traditional Worship Service 
  (Sanctuary) 
11:00 a.m. Bible Fellowship for Youth &                                    
                        Berea 
 

Tuesday 

  8:00 a.m.   Men’s Prayer Time  
  9:30 a.m.  Ladies’ Bible Study (Sept.-May) 
11:00 a.m. Media Library Open 
 

Wednesday 
  9:30 a.m. Media Library Open (Sept.-May) 
  6:00 p.m. Media Library Open (Sept.- May) 
  6:00 p.m.    Activities for all ages (Sept.- May) 
  Children’s Activities (Nursery-
  5th Grade) 
  Youth Group (Grades 6-12) 
  Prayer Meeting 
  Ladies’ Bible Study         
             Media Library Open 
            

Thursday 
11:00 a.m. Media Library Open (Sept.-May)  
  7:00 p.m. Media Library Open   
  7:00 p.m.   Choir Rehearsal 

 

Monday–Thursday 

  9:30 a.m. Chester Baptist Preschool 

 

 For an accurate and  complete list of all scheduled 
activities, please access the church calendar at the 

following website: 
http://chesterbaptist.mhsoftware.com  

Dr. Lloyd Braswell, Senior Pastor  

Randy McConnell, Minister of Music and Worship  

Rev. Rusty Peaks, Contemporary Worship Leader  

Edye Parrish, Church Secretary  

Susan Meredith, Financial Administrator  
Ellen Sapko, Pianist 

  

Paul Sebra  January  26-February 1 

David Fitzgerald February 2-8 

Cary Allen  February 9-15 

Ken Woodcock February 16-22 

Gary Lilley  February 23-29 

February 

1 James Andrew, Becky Tar-
kington 

2 Pat Richard 

3 Barbara Jenkins, Jamie Mar-
tin 

4 Mackenzie Moore, Lily Patrick 

5 Ayla Cooke, Betty Crawford, 
Barbara Dobson, Henry Doss 

6 Jodi Abbott, Kenny McCabe, 
Steve Hornberger 

8 Paul Davis, Carolyn Newman 

9 Ellen Truett 

11 Daniel Davis 

12 Candice Tillar Goode, Zachary 
Meager, Pam Moore, Sarah 
Russo 

13 Audrey Elliott, Bobby Russo 

14 Laurie Cole, Ann Davis, Erica 
Tillar 

15 Linda Conyers 

16 Jacqueline Peaks 

17 David Engleman, Kevin 
Greene 

20 Ella Atkins, Sharon Vaughan 

22 Willow Manns 

24 Kimberly Carpenter Ellington 

25 Sherri Waddill 

27 Buddy South, Ann Totty, Jean  
Welch 

28     Bubba Hubbard 

1 Art Feeback, Lisa Zuskin 

2 Steve Price 

3 Mike Lohr, Kyle Woodcock 

4 Lori Gale 

5 Dana Eckert 

6 Carlene Allen, Larry Griffin, Ste-
phen Massie 

7 Brenda Miller 

8 McKenzie Bozarth 

9 Victor Foreman, MaryKay Horn-
berger, Kim Surber 

10 Debbie Jones, Nicole Meager, 
Linda Williams 

11 Judy Tomlin 

12 Ryan Gartrell, Ann Whipp 

13 Hyde Benton, Cindy Harrison, 
Becky Hux 

15 Gary Lilley 

16  Mechelle Stansfield 

19 Kaitlyn Wildeus 

20 Nicole Komenan, Vickie Morgan 

21 Nathon Orr, Robert Shipp 

23 Jack Brockwell, Wayne Pentecost 

24 Crystal Hill, Helen Roberts 

25 Tim Blake, Jessica Parrish 

27 Bert Foreman 

29 Matt Viar 

30 Kay Braswell  

  

March 



Each Sunday see calendar for possible changes: 

Morning Worship     Contemporary  (Sanctuary)   9:45  AM 

               Traditional (Sanctuary)  11:00  AM     

                

Bible Fellowship                         8:30 AM, 9:45  AM, 11:00 AM 

CHESTER BAPTIST CHURCH 
Phone:  748-2939    Fax:  748-2064 

Located at Harrowgate Road and School St. 

4317 School Street 

Chester, Virginia 23831 

www.chesterbaptist.com 

Our mission is to create devoted followers 
of Jesus Christ. 

Tab Tops for Ronald McDonald House 

Save tab tops from your cans!  The WMU contin-
ues collecting tab tops in a silver buckets in the 
church office foyer.  The Ronald McDonald House 
provides housing at little or no cost to families 
with children receiving treatments at MCV.  The 
tab tops are redeemed for cash to purchase sup-
plies. 

The house can also use toothpaste, toothbrushes, 
shampoo, conditioner, lotion, soap, combs, small 
travel-size toiletries, note pads, ink pens, etc.  
These items may be added to the box in the office 
foyer.  Questions, call Sue Hart at 271-4017. 

Online Giving Available 

Online giving allows you to make contribu-
tions anytime, not just on Sunday.  You can 
also set up scheduled contributions.  To get 
started go to our website at 
www.chesterbaptist.com and select Donate 
and then Donate Online from the toolbar, or 
scan the QR code to the right.  You can log-
in in as a member (1

st
 time users must 

create a login) or as a guest.  All contrib-
utors will be sent a receipt to their e-mail 
address.  A pamphlet with more detailed 
information can be found in the back of the 
Sanctuary or in the Great Hall.  Contact Lin-
da Gwaltney or Susan Meredith with any 
questions.  Church Office: 748-2939. 

  

http://www.chesterbaptist.com

