Refugee Sponsorship
I’m interested in helping refugees. What’s next?

“Let’s talk”.
My name is Pam Hicks, and I serve as EMCC’s Refugee Sponsorship Coordinator.
As EMCC, we believe Jesus calls us to compassionately respond to people made
vulnerable by circumstances. We want to be the hands and feet of Jesus, offering
shelter, rest and hope to those who have traveled long and far to escape
oppression, violence and persecution. As Canadians and Followers of Jesus, it is a
privilege to share the blessings we have received with others in Jesus’ name. For
those with the gifts of helps or mercy, your hearts will soar in gratitude for the
opportunity to learn from, connect, and serve some incredible people.

Not easy… but better.

The process for undertaking a refugee sponsorship is both complicated and very
rewarding.
First, connect with your church family or community and see if there are others
who share the same interest. Seek God together in prayer. Sponsorship can be a
long process, from starting an application to the end of the family’s first year in
Canada. And hopefully the relationship extends beyond that into a lifelong
relationship.
From those connections, a team can form. A minimum of 5 people is needed for
the various aspects of the sponsorship. Each member can be assigned a role that
suits their interests and keeps the responsibilities more evenly distributed.
The next step is fundraising. The financial obligation is 12 months of support. If
supporting a family of 4, then recognize that it’s going to be a big endeavour.
When there is significant financial investment, we start the process of applying.
EMCC has partnered with The Christian & Missionary Alliance in Canada (C&MA). All
the paperwork will be submitted through their Sponsorship Agreement Holder
registration.
You may already have connections with refugees abroad and want to sponsor
them. Fantastic! Or perhaps someone in your community is seeking your help with
sponsoring a family member. This is a great way to build relationship with the
community! We are happy to review the cases to determine the likelihood of their
eligibility. If you don’t have a family already in mind, may we suggest sponsoring
families the government has deemed most in need? The government provides
some funds to go along with these sponsorships. However, the families often
require extra care, so it may be more challenging.
Once paperwork is submitted, it can take anywhere from 6 months to more than 5
years for sponsored refugees to arrive in Canada. Most often it’s between 1-2 years.
For those in less accessible countries, the process is longer. During this waiting
period, the team can be collecting gifts-in-kind (furniture, clothing, etc.) and
communicating with the family virtually, where possible, to begin forming a bond
between you all.

Then the fun begins when the family arrives at the airport! This family now has a
new country to call their own. And a wonderful team of people eager to welcome
and befriend them.

The first year is most critical.

Over the next year, the sponsorship team can help newcomers with:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Orientation to Canadian culture
Applying for Canadian Child Tax
Benefit
Resources for finding a job
Opening a bank account
Finding medical services: doctor,
dentist, etc.
Connecting with a settlement
agency
Enrolling in English classes, schools

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Finding similar cultural events,
gatherings
Applying for health cards, drivers
licenses
Help with budgeting, finances
Introduction to the transit system
Finding accommodations
Grocery shopping for the first time
Accessing community services:
library, public health

The sponsorship commitment ends 1 year from the time of their arrival in Canada
but the relationships built over that time will likely carry forward for years. While
you may be agents of God’s blessing, you will also receive blessing as you walk in
step with refugees, and enter their story with them in Jesus’ name. What a privilege!
Thankfully,

Pam Hicks
Refugee Sponsorship Coordinator
EMCC World Partners
refugeesponsorship@emcc.ca | 1 (877) 375.7600 ext. 222

