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News Release 
BASF’s Engenia herbicide receives EPA registration  

Farmers gain continued access to dicamba technology in the battle against 
weed resistance 

 

RESEARCH TRIANGLE PARK, NC, October 27, 2020 – BASF announced today the 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) approved its registration of Engenia® 

herbicide for over the top application in dicamba-tolerant soybeans and cotton. The 

registration has an announced term of five years and includes new label 

enhancements to further reduce the potential for off-target movement. The new 

registration makes this critical tool available to farmers as they battle weed 

populations grown increasingly resistant to other herbicides.   

“The need for Engenia herbicide is greater than ever before due to increased weed 

resistance. When the weeds win, farmers see the impact to their livelihoods, harvests 

and yields,” said Scott Kay, Vice President of U.S. Crop, BASF Agricultural Solutions. 

“Controlling resistant weeds is not only a physical challenge for farmers, it also can 

have a significant financial impact. It is estimated that certain resistant weed 

populations can reduce yields by 50 percent or more. This means that farmers 

planting dicamba-tolerant cotton and soybeans could potentially stand to lose more 

than $10 billion if they lost access to dicamba-based herbicides, like Engenia 

herbicide.”  

http://www.basf.com/
https://soygrowers.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/Grower-Amicus-Brief.pdf
https://soygrowers.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/Grower-Amicus-Brief.pdf


   
 

Based on BASF’s proprietary BAPMA technology, Engenia herbicide offers the most 

advanced dicamba formulation on the market. It has the lowest use rate available for 

dicamba-tolerant crops and offers the lowest volatility dicamba salt. Engenia herbicide 

controls more than 200 broadleaf weeds, including glyphosate-resistant weeds, and 

provides an additional, effective site of action. 

Farmers continue to note their satisfaction with Engenia herbicide weed control 

performance. In a 2019 Kynetec and Stratus survey of soybean growers who used 

Engenia herbicide, nearly 4 out of 5 were highly satisfied with the product. 

Label Enhancements 

The new Engenia herbicide registration includes updated label enhancements to 

further reduce the potential for off-target applications. The new label adds the 

following requirements:  

• An approved pH buffering adjuvant to be tank-mixed with every Engenia 

application, eliminating any need to measure the spray mixture’s pH. 

• A down-wind application buffer of 240 feet in counties without Endangered 

Species Act (ESA) restrictions. The downwind buffer distance in counties with 

ESA restrictions is 310 feet. 

• The new label includes calendar-based cut-off dates instead of growth-stage 

based application deadlines, simplifying its directions for use. The new cut-off 

dates are June 30 for soybeans and July 30 for cotton. Additional label updates 

can be viewed here. 

Training 

BASF continues to work with the EPA and state agencies to create state-specific 

training materials. The company will offer a robust training initiative for the 2021 

season to ensure farmers and applicators are trained on the new Engenia herbicide 

label requirements. 

“Knowing the proper application techniques and understanding the product label 

requirements is critical to maximizing Engenia herbicide on-target applications,” said 

Rick Chamblee, Director, Technical Service, U.S. Crop, BASF Agricultural Solutions. 

http://www.engenia-update.com/


   
 

“We have trained more than 68,000 applicators since 2018 and will continue to invest 

in stewardship training to ensure farmers and applicators are prepared to make 

proper applications during the next growing season.” 

Sentris and Engenia Prime 

BASF will continue its long-term commitment to dicamba technology and rich legacy 

of innovation by providing farmers with even more solutions for controlling resistant 

weeds and producing on-target applications. The company plans to launch Sentris™ 

buffering technology and Engenia® Prime herbicide. Sentris, which will launch in time 

for use in the 2021 growing season, is a liquid buffering agent that when added to a 

dicamba spray solution, will increase and stabilize the solution pH and reduce the 

potential for volatility. It has also been proven to reduce the potential for tank-

contamination by helping with spray system clean-out and hygiene. It will be another 

tool for farmers to use with their Engenia herbicide application mixes to help minimize 

the potential for off-target applications.  

Engenia Prime will offer multiple sites of action and is most effective pre-emergent, to 

help farmers manage weed challenges while providing application timing flexibility. 

Engenia Prime is not yet registered for purchase or use and is awaiting EPA 

approval. 

To learn more about Engenia herbicide, the new label and stewardship practices, visit 

www.Engenia-updates.com  

 

Engenia Herbicide is a U.S. EPA Restricted Use Pesticide. Engenia Prime is not yet 
registered for purchase or use. This is not an offer for sale.  
 
Always read and follow label directions. 
 
Engenia is a registered trademark of BASF. Sentris is a trademark of BASF. 
© 2020 BASF Corporation. All rights reserved.  
 
 
 

 

About BASF’s Agricultural Solutions division 

http://www.engenia-updates.com/


   
 

With a rapidly growing population, the world is increasingly dependent on our ability to develop and 

maintain sustainable agriculture and healthy environments. Working with farmers, agricultural 

professionals, pest management experts and others, it is our role to help make this possible. That’s 

why we invest in a strong R&D pipeline and broad portfolio, including seeds and traits, chemical and 

biological crop protection, soil management, plant health, pest control and digital farming. With expert 

teams in the lab, field, office and in production, we connect innovative thinking and down-to-earth 

action to create real world ideas that work – for farmers, society and the planet. In 2019, our division 

generated sales of €7.8 billion. For more information, please visit www.agriculture.basf.com or any of 

our social media channels. 

About BASF 

BASF Corporation, headquartered in Florham Park, New Jersey, is the North American affiliate of 

BASF SE, Ludwigshafen, Germany. BASF has more than 18,800 employees in North America and had 

sales of $18.4 billion in 2019. For more information about BASF’s North American operations, visit 

www.basf.com/us. 

At BASF, we create chemistry for a sustainable future. We combine economic success with 

environmental protection and social responsibility. More than 117,000 employees in the BASF Group 

work on contributing to the success of our customers in nearly all sectors and almost every country in 

the world. Our portfolio is organized into six segments: Chemicals, Materials, Industrial Solutions, 

Surface Technologies, Nutrition & Care and Agricultural Solutions. BASF generated sales of €59 billion 

in 2019. BASF shares are traded on the stock exchange in Frankfurt (BAS) and as American 

Depositary Receipts (BASFY) in the U.S. Further information at www.basf.com. 

http://www.agriculture.basf.com/
http://www.basf.com/us
http://www.basf.com/
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