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WHAT’S INSIDE 

The members of St. Joan of Arc Parish are disciples of Jesus Christ, 

who recognize God’s love for the world & are empowered by the 

Holy Spirit to proclaim the Gospel to all people through joyful 

worship, life-long education, compassionate service, responsible 

stewardship, & active community living. 

�

~ Mission Statement � Pentecost 1998 ~�

Saint Joan of arc NEWS 
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Parish Directory / Liturgy Schedule 

LITURGY SCHEDULE 

Weekdays 

 

Monday thru Friday: 7:00 am �

�

�

Weekends 

 

Saturday: 4:00 pm  &  6:00 pm�

�

Sunday: 8:00 am  &  12:00 pm�

�

�

Holy Day Masses 

 

Vigil Mass: (evening prior) 7:00 pm�

 

7:00 am, 12:00 pm, 7:00 pm�

�

Reconciliation  

 

Saturday: 11:00 am in the Sister 

Carol Center adjacent to Church�

�

�

Holy Hour   

 

Thursdays in Church at 7:00 pm 

 

Rosary  

�

Monday  � Friday after the 7am mass 

outside by the Holy Trinity statue.  

ST. JOAN OF ARC DIRECTORY 

�

Parish Center School Religious Education 

Phone: 586�777�3670� Phone: 586�775�8370� Phone: 586�772�1282�

Fax: 586�774�5528� Fax: 586�447�3574� Fax: 586�775�8374�

Pastor 

Msgr. G. Michael Bugarin�

gmbugarin@sjascs.org�

�

Associate Pastor 

Fr. Andrew Dawson�

adawson@sjascs.org�

�

Non-Resident 

Associate Pastors /  

Weekend Assistants: 

Fr. Rich Bartoszek�

Fr. James Grau�

�

Permanent Deacons 

Deacon Tom Strasz�

tstrasz@sjascs.org�

�

Deacon Dom Pastore�

dpastore@sjascs.org�

�

�

�

 

Business Manager 

Dina Ciaffone�

dciaffone@sjascs.org�

�

Principal 

Kathy Kalich�

kkalich@stjoan.net�

�

Assistant Principal 

Mary Pat Brennan�

mbrennan@stjoan.net�

�

Music Director 

Catherine Thomas�

cthomas@sjascs.org�

�

Anthems Director 

Eleonore Ellero�Groth 

eleonoraellero@gmail.com�

 

 

 

 

Athletic Director 

Charles Kaiser�

ckaiser@stjoan.net�

�

Office of Faith & 

Family Formation 

Kristine Stewart Hass�

khass@sjascs.org�

�

Exceptional Children 

Mary Cal�

mcal@sjascs.org�

�

Youth Group 

Linda Lietaert�

llietaert@stjoan.net�

�

�

SIGN UP TO RECEIVE OUR  

E-NEWS LETTERS! 

 

If you would like to keep up with what is going on in the parish 

or if you need to update your email address go to our website at 

stjoan.church.�

INTERESTED IN BECOMING A PARISHIONER? 

 

 

If you would like to become a parishioner of St. Joan of Arc, at 

this time  please register at stjoan.church and we will contact you 

by phone to get further information. �

�

Once the Parish Center is re�opened please feel free to stop by and 

register in person.�

PARISH CENTER OFFICE HOURS 

 

�

The Parish Center foyer ONLY is open  Monday �Thursday 

from 8:30am�5pm and Friday from 8:30�4pm.  For mass in-

tentions or any service we may be reached at  586�777�3670 

during these hours. �

�

For any urgent needs when we are not open, please call our 

after�hours emergency number: 586�777�1342.�

 

Baptisms: Please go to our website (stjoan.church) and fill 

out the Baptism request form.�

�

Marriages: Arrangements should be made at the Parish Cen-

ter at least six months prior to the desired date. Pre�marriage 

series required.�

�

Registration: It is very important that every family and inde-

pendent adult be registered in the Church in order to keep our 

records and mailings current.  Please contact the Parish Office 

to register at your earliest opportunity.�

�



The Ascension of the Lord • June 2, 2019 | 3�

Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time • January 31, 2021 | 3�

TALLer Tales 

�

TALLer Tales 

A Typical 

Family 

Gathering:  As 

we always do, 

our family 

gathered last 

Sunday for 

dinner.  We were 

at my sister’s 

house in 

Allenton.  As our dinner was cooking in 

the oven (two scrumptious Costco 

chicken pot pies), most were in the family 

room watching football while others 

gathered around the kitchen table.  Mom 

and one of my sisters were in my mom’s 

room, putting the finishing touches on 

thank you cards from the funeral.  It was a 

typical Sunday afternoon.  The smell of 

dinner filled the air, and the snack table 

was full.  I’m not sure why we have as 

many snacks as we do because we all 

complain we spend too much time 

grazing through the snacks, resulting in us 

not always being hungry for dinner.�

�

� Eventually, my mom and sister returned 

to the family room and declared they had 

finished the thank you cards.  While all of 

this was happening, a conversation 

ensued about what we were going to do 

on Friday, January 29 (meaning this past 

Friday), which marked my Dad’s 85

th

 

birthday.  We knew we would get 

together, but what that gathering would 

look like still hadn’t taken shape.  Despite 

the lack of a formal plan as of that 

moment, we knew we were going to do a 

bunch of stuff Dad always loved to do.  

Now you have to picture a bunch of 

people in a family room watching 

football.  Some were paying attention to 

the game; some were not.  Some were 

gathered around the kitchen table while 

ONE was “grazing” through all the 

snacks (guess who)!  Everyone had their 

rightful place, but we were certain 

everyone could multi�task as they 

participated in the conversation.�

�

� After acknowledging we would be 

doing all things Dad enjoyed, we started 

tossing out ideas.  We knew we would 

begin our gathering at the cemetery.  As 

we started talking about the cemetery, 

someone piped up, “But Dad never liked 

going to the cemetery!”  Laughter filled 

the air.  Okay, they had a point.  He went 

to the cemetery when he had to, for 

example, to help with the annual laying of 

the grave blankets or to go to a funeral or 

burial.  But it wasn’t his custom to simply 

stop by a cemetery.  Okay, we thought, 

we’ll stop by the cemetery AND THEN 

fill the rest of the day with Dad stuff.  We 

all agreed the evening would include 

some gathering at the condo and food 

from Leo’s Coney Island.  Leo’s was my 

Dad’s default and absolute favorite 

restaurant.  He loved going to Leo’s or 

getting takeout from there.  It didn’t 

matter if all he wanted was a plain hot 

dog or his infamous fish and chips dinner, 

Leo’s was HIS place, and all food tasted 

better if it came from Leo’s.  Mom 

decided she would order fish and chips 

just like Dad would usually do.  We knew 

the evening would also include some cake 

and ice cream or, even better, the small 

single serving $1 apple pies he would 

often get from Kroger.  Now, my Dad 

was a diabetic, but he always knew how 

to work around his blood sugar readings 

to sneak in his desserts.  And carrying out 

the long tradition, I’m sure someone will 

shout out at our gathering what we often 

heard before dinner, “It’s time to take my 

BS” (meaning blood sugar reading).  If it 

wasn’t the single�serving apple pies he 

would be sneaking, it would be a bunch of 

Timbits from Tim Horton’s.  We agreed 

that the single apple pies and a cake 

would be on the docket for sure.  We also 

decided we needed to bring a blanket and 

sneak in a nap at some point in the 

afternoon.  Our Dad was famous for his 

afternoon naps.  SO, to honor Dad, taking 

a brief nap sounded like the perfect 

“toast” to him.  The afternoon plans were 

taking shape, and everyone was buying 

into the great day to “toast” and celebrate 

Dad and Grandpa on his 85

th

 birthday.�

�

� Now that the plans were in place, there 

was a bit of silence in the room from the 

gathered crowd (albeit the football game’s 

noise still filled the air).  All appeared to 

return their full attention to whatever they 

were doing.  In the midst of the silence, 

one of my sisters (let’s just say for the 

sake of this article, she was the youngest) 

who was on the couch and in full ear 

range of the entire conversation for the 

last twenty minutes or so, piped up in a 

loud voice, “What are we doing for Dad’s 

birthday on Friday?”  Instantaneously, 

complete and utter silence filled the room.  

Heads spun toward her as if we were a 

room filled with owls.  If the TV could 

have automatically silenced itself from 

the roars coming from the football game, 

it would have.  “Are YOU SERIOUS,” 

many said in unison.  “We just spent the 

last twenty minutes talking about what we 

were doing for Dad’s birthday,” one of 

the siblings responded.  “What were you 

doing?  How could you have missed that 

ENTIRE conversation sitting right here in 

the midst of it all?”  She shrugged her 

shoulders but was still utterly perplexed.  

“Seriously,” she started to say with a 

tinge of laughter, “what are we going to 

do on Dad’s birthday?”  We just rolled 

our eyes and re�hashed the entire game 

plan for the day.  Obviously, someone 

can’t multi�task!  Ah, the joys of family 

gatherings; some things never change. It’s 

probably a good thing though she asked, 

because come Friday, we would have 

been making phone calls to figure out 

why she didn’t show up at the cemetery.  

And she would have been insistent we 

never talked about the plans.  That would 

have been more embarrassing.  Lucky for 

her, the smell of the chicken pot pie filled 

the air, and our attention quickly turned 

from her to dinner.  It was time to pray 

and eat!  But I’m sure many of us were 

still scratching our heads trying to figure 

out out how in the world she missed that 

entire conversation!�

�

� Catholic Schools Week:  This week, 

we celebrate Catholic Schools Week 

throughout the United States.  This 

weeklong celebration is an opportunity to 

highlight the great work and ministry 

being accomplished in our Catholic 

Schools.  Catholic Schools integrate faith 

and values into every part of the 

educational experience.  Whether in the 

classroom, on the athletic field, or in 

church, Catholic School students learn to 

think and act according to the mind and 

heart of Christ.  Giving students the 

resources they need to accomplish the 

task of thinking and acting according to 

the mind and heart of Christ is so vital in 

our complex world.�

�

� After my Dad’s death, I was touched by 

HOW many kids went out of their way in 

the morning to let me know they were 

praying for my family and me.  I was also 

touched by the beautiful words shared in 

the many cards I received from them.  As 

I read those cards and reflected on the 

kind words the kids shared with me, I 

remember telling Mrs. Kalich and Ms. 

Brennan that these small gestures show 

me how much the kids really get it.  It 

shows me the importance of a Catholic 

education in today’s world.  Catholic 

schools make a HUGE difference in the 

faith formation and education of our 

young people.  Thanks for all YOU do to 

support our great school and Catholic 

schools in general.�

�

� Enjoy the week.  Know of my prayers.�

�

� In Christ,�

�

� gmb�

� gmb@sjascs.org�
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Christian Service Info 

 

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL CONFERENCE 

 

 

 

 

Everyone is aware that the year 2020 presented many 

unexpected and difficult situations for people, busi-

nesses, schools and church related issues. It doesn’t 

appear that very little has not been affected by the pan-

demic.  We continue to live with the effects of the 

COVID 19 virus.  Many lives have been lost to it; 

many families have had to adjust their way of living.  

School students have had their classroom experience 

changed in many ways.  Much unfamiliarity in every-

day life, and life in general, has changed.  Mandates 

have been enforced, rescinded and mandated again.. 

The word “adjustment” has become the norm today.  �

�

While the world continues to adjust (if that is even re-

motely possible at the present time), the St. Vincent 

DePaul Conference of St. Joan of Arc Parish, continues 

its work and is  available to help with food and paper 

goods if needed by persons who reside within the 

boundaries of our parish.  Those in need can call 586�

774�3598 on Mondays, Wednesdays or Fridays.  Phone 

calls will be retrieved and calls returned.  �

�

When calling, please state�

Family Name�

Address�

Phone #�

Number of family members in household�

When calling, please speak clearly and slowly so that 

we are able to record correct information and return 

your call.�

�

We wish to thank everyone who donated to our St. 

Vincent DePaul conference during the past year.  Your 

generosity continues to support our ministry for which 

we are very grateful. Thank you to the SJA students, 

parents, and staff for the Dec. 15, 2020 Paper Products 

Drive.  Your twice a year drives keep us re�stocked.  In 

addition we thank the Dan McMann family & friends 

who for the last 10 years have supplied us with car-

loads of canned and packaged dry foods.  Together 

with donations from the school children and the 

McManns, we are fortunate to help many people in 

need from within our parish.  �

�

With sincere gratitude, we know that our loving God 

will bless each and every one for your goodness and 

sacrifice.  �

SJA HEALTH MINISTRY�

�

January is National Glaucoma Awareness Month�

�

“Glaucoma is called ‘the sneak thief of sight’ since 

there are no symptoms and once vision is lost, it's per-

manent. As much as 40% of vision can be lost without 

a person noticing.”�

“More than 3 million people in the United States have 

glaucoma. The National Eye Institute projects this num-

ber will reach 4.2 million by 2030, a 58 percent in-

crease.”�

Glaucoma is a very misunderstood disease. Often peo-

ple do not realize the severity. �

�

1. Glaucoma is a leading cause of blindness.�

Glaucoma can cause blindness if it is left untreated. 

And unfortunately, approximately 10% of people with 

glaucoma who receive proper treatment still experience 

loss of vision.”�

�

2. There is no cure (yet) for glaucoma.�

Glaucoma is not curable, and vision lost cannot be re-

gained. With medication and/or surgery, it is possible to 

halt further loss of vision. Diagnosis is the first step to 

preserving your vision.”�

�

3. Everyone is at risk for glaucoma.�

Everyone is at risk for glaucoma from babies to senior 

citizens. Older people are at a higher risk for glaucoma, 

but babies can be born with glaucoma (approximately 1 

out of every 10,000 babies born in the United States).” �

�

4. There may be no symptoms to warn you. Usually, 

no pain is associated with increased eye pressure. Vi-

sion loss begins with peripheral or side vision. You 

may compensate for this unconsciously by turning your 

head to the side and may not notice anything until sig-

nificant vision is lost. �

�

The best way to protect your sight from glaucoma is to 

get tested. If you have glaucoma, treatment can begin 

immediately.”�

�

Sources: www.glaucoma.org/news/glaucoma�

awareness�month.php  and �

Glaucoma Research Foundation�
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Calendar of Events / Words on the Word 

Weekly Calendar of Events 

Monday, � February 1st�

�

7:00 am� Public Morning Mass  � Live Streamed�

�

Tuesday, �February 2nd�

�

7:00 am� Public Morning Mass  � Live Streamed�

�

8:30 am� School Mass (5th �8th Gds) Live Streamed�

�

Wednesday, February 3rd�

�

7:00 am� Public Morning Mass  � Live Streamed�

�

8:30 am� School Mass (1st �4th Gds.) Live Streamed�

�

Thursday, February 4th�

�

7:00 am� Public Morning Mass  � Live Streamed�

�

Friday, � February 5th�

�

7:00 am� Public Morning Mass  � Live Streamed�

�

Saturday, �February 6th�

�

11:00 am� Reconciliation�

�

1:30 pm� Baptism of Christopher Cubba�

�

4:00 pm� Public Mass  � Live Streamed�

�

6:00 pm� Public Mass � Live Streamed�

�

Sunday, � February 7th�

�

8:00 am� Public Mass  � Live Streamed�

�

10:00 am� Baptism of  Kennedy Waldrep�

�

12:00 pm� Public  Mass  �Live Streamed�

Words on the Word 

�

January 31, 2021 � Take It To Heart�

�

Pop Quiz:�

If you knew in advance � maybe even years in 

advance � that you were on track to suffer a severe 

heart attack, your likely course of action would be to: 

A) worry, or B) take action to better monitor your 

cardiac health and make whatever changes were nec-

essary.�

Alas, many folks, if they’re being honest, would 

probably answer “A,” and even if they answered 

“B,” would probably find themselves worrying about 

it to some extent anyway.�

A story reported a few weeks ago out of Australia 

indicated that new studies are showing a simple type 

of aortic X�ray, supplemented by tools like CT scans, 

can help find calcification, especially in the abdo-

men, enabling medical experts to intervene with 

treatments.�

“Brothers and sisters: I should like you to be free 

of anxieties,” St. Paul writes in today’s first reading 

to the Corinthians.�

He goes on to discuss some of the spiritual mind-

set differences between single and married men and 

women, and the ways in which they can direct their 

energies. �

The bottom line, he concludes, is that, armed with 

knowledge and a strategy, we can be free of anxiety.�

“I am telling you this for your own benefit,” the 

reading concludes, “not to impose a restraint upon 

you, but for the sake of propriety and adherence to 

the Lord without distraction.”�

The lesson then, would appear to be appliable to 

matters of physical and spiritual health, alike. Pru-

dent people do what they can to be educated and 

armed with knowledge, data and truth, and then, 

based on what the reality shows, to take the actions 

warranted to bring about the right outcome.�

In other words, to take the knowledge to heart, 

and to put their hearts behind doing the right thing.�

�

�

�

© 2021, Words on the Word�

Live Streamed Broadcasts at St. Joan of Arc 

Though we have returned to public masses we will con-

tinue our Live Stream Broadcasts of all celebrations. 

�� Weekdays �7 am Mass � (Monday thru Friday)�

�� Saturdays � 4 pm and 6 pm Masses�

�� Sundays  � 8 am  and 12 pm Masses�

�� Thursdays   � 7 pm Holy Hour�

�

Go to: livestream.stjoan.church to watch all live 
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Mass Intentions /Weekly Readings 

I Am The Resurrection & The Life 

“Heavenly Father, welcome home those who you have called from this 

world and grant peace and consolation to their families.”�

�

Louis Mascia�

Janet Sapanoro�

Mary and Dave Davisson�

Deacon Kevin Breen�

Dorothy O’Neill Lang  (mother of Mary Simon) �

�

�

“I said to the man who stood at the Gate of the Year: Give me a light 

that I may tread safely into the unknown. and he replied: Go out into 

the darkness  and put your hand into the hand of God. That shall be to 

you better than light, and safer than a known way.”�

�

� � � ~Minnie Louise Haskins�

Monday, February 1�

�

Hebrews 11:32�40�

Mark 5:1�20�

�

Tuesday, February 2�

�

Malachi 3:1�4�

Luke 2:22�40�

�

Wednesday, February 3�

�

Hebrews 12:4�7, 11�15�

Mark 6:1�6�

�

Thursday, February 4�

�

Hebrews 12:18�19, 21�24�

Mark 6:7�13�

�

�

Friday, February 5�

�

Hebrews 13:1�8�

Mark 6:14�29�

�

Saturday, February 6�

�

Hebrews 13:15�17, 20�21�

Mark 6:30�34�

�

Sunday, February 7�

�

Job 7:1�4, 6�7�

1 Corinthian 9:16�19, 22�23�

Mark 1:29�39�

�

Weekly Readings 

Mass Intentions  

�

�

Monday� February 1, 2021 Weekday (Green) �

�

7:00 a.m.� Deacon Eugene DiCresce and Elmer Gorde�

�

�

Tuesday � February 2, 2021 The Presentation of 

the Lord (White)�

�

7:00 a.m.� Michael Ciaramitaro and Guido Regelbrugge�

�

�

Wednesday February 3, 2021 Weekday Saint 

Blaise, Bishop and Martyr; Saint 

Ansgar Bishop (Green/Red/White)�

�

7:00 a.m.� George Bugarin and Joseph Black�

�

�

Thursday February 4, 2021 Weekday (Green)�

�

7:00 a.m. � Mildred Lefevre and a Special Intention for 

Pauline Ciaffone on her Birthday.�

�

�

Friday� February 5, 2021 Saint Agatha, Virgin 

and Martyr  (Red)�

�

7:00 a.m.�� John Spath and Peg Shaughnessy� � �

�

�

Saturday� February 6, 2021 Saint Paul Miki and 

Companions, Martyrs (Red)�

�

4:00 p.m.� Bonnie Batche, Rebeca Sandoval, Mary 

Virginia Scannell and Special Intentions for 

the J. Champine Family and the Thomas 

Family, and Prayerful appreciation for the 

work of the Priests and Staff of SJA.  �

�

�

6:00 p.m.� A Special Intention for Ericka Kolodzjewski 

and Family�

�

�

Sunday � February 7, 2021 Fifth Sunday in 

Ordinary Time (Green)�

�

8:00 a.m.� For the Intentions of St. Joan of Arc 

Parishioners�

�

12:00 p.m.� John Frahm, John G. Champine, Michael 

Forrester, Raymond VanBecelaere, Julian 

Ross,  Nancy LaClair, Gaetano, Lucia and 

Averil Cottone�
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Tire Tracks in the d’Arc 

Herbie Goes 

Bananas: 

About 6 weeks 

ago I picked�up 

my new Jeep. 

Like most men, 

I’m not a big 

fan of reading 

the instructions, 

so I was a little 

deflated to find out the new Jeep 

Wrangler user�manual is 500 pages long! 

My engineering mind wants to simplify 

all things, so I had no intention of sitting 

down and reading through a manual. 

Since taking delivery, I have been having 

all kinds of arguments with Bobbi�Jo Jr. 

(that’s the name of my Jeep. She’s a 

country girl). I keep asking her to do the 

things she’s supposed to be willing and 

able to do; like “Siri, set the temperature 

to 67 degrees.”  Use the controls on the 

dash,” Siri snapped back at me. “Alexa.” 

Silence. “Alexa.” Nothing. “ALEXA!!!” 

“Monroe is 1 hour and 2 minutes from 

home.” That’s not what I was asking 

Bobbi�Jo! “It’s Thursday. Would you like 

to go to Monroe?” “No, I wasn’t planning 

on it.” She thinks she knows me.�

�

Last Thursday, I decided after 5 weeks of 

owning the Jeep, it was time to program 

the garage door to open from the button 

on the sun�visor. A 5 minute job I 

thought, in complete denial that this was 

now technically my second attempt to do 

this. This time though, I meant it!  I was 

serious. I told myself that “I just wasn’t 

trying last time,” This time, I discovered 

that the garage door opener has an app for 

my phone. After just 25 minutes of 

struggling with a weak wifi signal and a 

lost password that I found in the house, 

and not being able to figure out where the 

“Learn” button on the opener was, I did 

it! The app operated the door, from my 

phone. But now I had inadvertently de�

programmed the remote door opener.  

Amazingly, I managed to get the door to 

re�learn to connect to the clicker the first 

time I tried it. Now, if I ignored the app, 

after just a half�hour of work, I was at 

least back where I started. Progress???�

�

Now back to the Jeep sun�visor button. 

While I’d been unsuccessful last time, at 

least then the light had been blinking as 

though it knew I was there doing 

something to it. But this time…. Nothing! 

AND, I was following the rules. Step one, 

step two…. by the book. �

�

Two hours…..two…. long…. Hours. 

FINALLY, the door was closing.  I hadn’t 

even finished my 45th attempt yet…. I 

hadn’t completed the last step, but 

suddenly it was working now. I have no 

idea how. But I wasn’t going to question 

it, and I wasn’t going to make 30 climbs 

up the ladder today after all. Happy with 

my two hours or so of work, I parked the 

vehicle back in the garage and I checked 

the clicker again. Yes... I had de�

programmed it AGAIN! �

�

Unfortunately �now the only choices I 

had to close the door was to use my phone 

and  park outside in the driveway, or go 

get a pillow, park in the garage and spend 

the night in the Jeep, because the door 

would only close form the visor in the car 

while parked in the garage.  I didn’t like 

those options, so back up the ladder I 

went and in quick order I had the clicker 

working again and Bobbi�Jo’s built�in 

visor button worked too! “Yesssss!” I 

thought, “Success! Both working now.”�

So I walked out of the garage and, 

without a second thought, hit the button 

on the keypad outside the garage to close 

the door….. Nothing! I had accidentally 

de�programmed the keypad now. �

�

At this point I was ready to use the other 

button I have in the Jeep that hasn’t 

worked so far….�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

But I regained my composure and 

followed the instructions to reset the 

keypad and it worked. I tested the Jeep 

system, the clicker and the keypad. All 3 

working after just 3 hours! I had slayed 

the giant square�jawed dragon! I walked 

back into the house and hit the second 

clicker, that is on the wall by the house 

door. Nothing! Apparently, when I 

accidentally de�programmed the clicker, I 

had de�programmed both clickers and 

only reset one of them. So I pulled it off 

the wall (it was on Velcro) pushed the 

other clicker on the wall in its place, and 

threw the dead one in a drawer. I hope 

soon to forget where I put it. �

So it was with great bravery that the 

following day I set about attaching an air 

deflector to the leading edge of the hood. 

Jeeps are notorious for stone chips on the 

windshield because the glass is almost 

vertical. The deflector changes the air�

flow and sends small rocks over the roof 

instead of firing them at the glass. I 

attached one end to the inside of the hood 

but the little metal clip and plastic plug on 

other end just didn’t want to fit into the 

hole on the inside of the hood. It was 

getting late and the light was fading and it 

just was not working. �

Then, almost before I knew it, both the 

clip and the plug slipped through the hole 

and fell inside the hood. Now not only 

have I lost the hardware to attach the 

deflector, but these two pieces are 

impossibly stuck inside the two sheet 

metal layers of the hood. �

�

So while Msgr. Mike is perfecting the 

technology to fly the parish remotely 

from a flight deck somewhere in the sky, 

my 3�months at St. Joan of Arc have seen 

me reaching the dizzy heights of being 

able to close a garage door in 12 different 

ways  and turning my car into a giant 

baby rattle that argues with me constantly.�

What’s the moral of this story? I have no 

idea. Know your limits? Know when to 

walk away? Feel free to weigh in! �

�

But, I was struck by a line from the first 

chapter of the Book of Job at daily mass 

this week. I’ve decided that Job is my 

model for handling the challenges of 

2020. Satan tells God that Job is only 

faithful to the Lord because of his 

Tire Tracks in d’Arc TALLer Tales 

�

Tire Tracks in the d’Arc 

Apologies to the 

Groundhog: This 

Tuesday, February 

2 is Groundhog 

Day. Every year 

when Groundhog 

Day comes around, 

I start to feel sorry 

for the Groundhog. 

I feel like there’s an injustice being done. 

The whole nation is watching and like the 

weatherman, he really can’t be wrong, but 

maybe he isn’t even being given a fair 

chance to get it right. And even a 

groundhog might start to feel bad about 

himself after a while if he keeps getting it 

wrong. �

�

Maybe the tradition of Groundhog Day is 

putting an undue burden on the poor 

sleepy rodent. If  I’d been asleep for 4 

months and you all gathered outside the 

rectory and started yelling my name 

(please don’t do that!) at silly o’clock in 

the morning, I don’t think I’d be on best 

form. And yes there is that big crowd of 

people, waking him up and expecting him 

to make an accurate weather prediction.�

�

I think the odds are stacked against him 

even if he had a good nap. If 

Punxsutawney Phil sees his shadow, we 

are to expect 6 more weeks of winter. But 

they put him on stage with floodlights all 

around him! What chance does poor Puxy 

have with all those lights trained on him, 

as though he’s an escaping convict?! Of 

course he’s going to see his shadow! The 

poor little mite doesn’t stand a chance. �

�

And we live in Michigan � of course 

winter isn’t done with us yet! I recall one 

Groundhog Day in the seminary when we 

had about 10 inches of snow that day. 

Classes were cancelled, mass was moved 

from 7am to 11am, we played football in 

the snow and my formation meeting with 

Bishop Battersby was cancelled. I ran into 

the Bishop in the breakfast�line and 

remarked to him that I liked our new 

“forever schedule” � that since this had 

happened on Groundhog Day, I was 

guessing that this would now and forever 

more repeat as our new daily schedule 

and that all this surely meant that I was 

officially done with formation now? He 

stared at me for a moment, said nothing, 

and turned to grab a tray.�

�

Anyway, Groundhog Day is a fun 

tradition; but since the 4th century, 

Catholics have placed a deeper meaning 

on the day that marks 40 days since we 

celebrated the birth of the Messiah.�

Actually, the Groundhog owes his 

traditional wake�up to Tuesday’s Feast of 

the Presentation of the Lord, thanks to 

German immigrants who wanted to keep 

alive the celebration of Candlemas. 

Traditionally, Candlemas celebrations 

would begin in a darkened church with 

people lighting candles from a single 

flame � God coming into the world. 

Around the same date, pagans across 

northern Europe celebrated midwinter, 

and the gradual turn towards spring. 

These celebrations varied widely in their 

rites, but many of them had a common 

feature�weather would be predicted 

based on whether or not the sun was 

out.� When these pagans adopted 

Christianity, they kept the holiday on their 

schedule.�

�

Tuesday’s feast marks the moment Mary 

and Joseph brought Jesus to the Temple in 

Jerusalem. According to the Law, each 

firstborn male, in pre�exile Israel was to 

be offered to the Lord in service as His 

priest. That role had now been given to 

the Levites. The Law now only required 

each firstborn to be either be given to God 

in sacrifice or “redeemed” � bought back 

from Him. Since human sacrifice was 

illegal and immoral, all firstborn boys had 

to be redeemed, which was done by their 

father paying a priest five shekels.��

It’s significant that in today’s Gospel 

passage, Luke makes no mention of 

Jesus’ parents paying the priest. Whether 

or not the redemption rite took place is 

somewhat irrelevant. The implication 

would be that Jesus was considered 

as�still being�consecrated to the Lord.�

�

There were exceptions to the Law. Not 

only priests and Levites, but 

also�Israelites whose wives are the 

daughters of priests or Levites, need not 

redeem their first�born.�Joseph, in this 

case, was the husband of Mary, and Mary 

was a relative of Elizabeth, who was "of 

the daughters of Aaron" (Luke 1:5), and 

Aaron was a Levite, so perhaps Mary's 

lineage didn't require her and Joseph to 

have their Son redeemed. In that case, 

Jesus was presented at the temple in 

acknowledgement of his consecration to 

God. But even if the redemption rite did 

take place, Jesus remained totally 

consecrated to God and instead, it’s you 

and I who are redeemed; not freed from 

God, but purchased back from a life of 

slavery to sin. Pope Benedict XVI wrote 

in his book, Jesus of Nazareth: The 

Infancy Narratives:�

"Evidently Luke intends to say that 

instead of being 'redeemed' and restored 

to his parents, this child was personally 

handed over to God in the Temple, given 

over completely to God. . . .�Luke has 

nothing to say regarding the act of 

'redemption' prescribed by the law. In its 

place we find the exact opposite: the child 

is handed over to God, and from now on 

belongs to him completely."�

�

As Malachi, the messenger of God 

prophesies in Tuesday’s first reading, the 

Lord has come to His Temple, the Lord 

whom we seek. And why has He come? 

The author of the Letter to the Hebrews 

replies in the 2nd reading: “that he might 

be a merciful and faithful high priest 

before God to expiate the sins of the 

people.” �

�

Maybe there will be 6 more weeks of 

winter, maybe there won’t. But one thing 

is assured, whatever the weather, the 

warmth of the embrace of the Lord is 

here, within His Church, for all those who 

confidently seek Him. Then like Simeon, 

may our eyes gaze upon the salvation 

prepared for us.�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

Caught in my trap on Labor Day a couple 

of years ago and “re�located” away from 

the tomato and basil plants! He wasn’t as 

contented to be here as he looked. He had 

a lot of say about it. Sorry, Mr. 

Groundhog. It’s a rough life: getting 

woken�up, being denied your fresh 

vegetables, and still being expected to 

predict the weather. Be careful when you 

wake the sleeping groundhog. He’s hiding 

some pretty sharp teeth! �

�

You are in my prayers this week. �

�

Fr. Andrew � � adawson@sjascs.org�

�

�
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An Act of Spiritual Communion 

 

 

Presented via ZOOM 

Tuesdays 7-8pm 

Begins October 6th.      

 

Call Parish Center to 

register: 

(586) 777-3670 

 

An Act of Spiritual Communion 

It has long been a Catholic understanding that when circumstances prevent 

one from receiving Holy Communion, it is possible to make an Act of 

Spiritual Communion which is a source of grace.  

 

Spiritual Communion means uniting one’s self in prayer with Christ’s sacrifice 

and worshipping him in his Body and Blood. The most common reason for 

making an Act of Spiritual Communion is when a person cannot attend Mass.  

 

Acts of Spiritual Communion increase our desire to receive sacramental 

Communion and help us avoid the sins that would make us unable to receive 

Holy Communion worthily. 

 

A Prayer for Spiritual Communion 

 

My Jesus, I believe that you are present  

in the Most Holy Sacrament. 

I love you above all things and I desire to receive you in my soul. 

Since I cannot at this moment receive you sacramentally, 

Come at least spiritually into my heart. 

I embrace you as if you were already there 

And unite myself wholly to you. 

Never permit me to be separated from you. 

 

Amen. 
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Chosen Watch Party 
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Prayers Needed 

PRAY FOR THE SICK - PARISHIONERS 

PRAY FOR OUR MEN & WOMEN IN THE MILITARY 

Pray for the Sick List: Please note that we regularly clear the “Pray for the Sick List” because the list grows beyond 

our space allocation and we don’t always hear from people when they’ve gotten better.  If you would like to add a person 

please call the Parish Center front desk at 586.777.3670 or send an email to our general inbox at info@sjascs.org. 

COMMANDER IN CHIEF 

Joseph R. Biden Jr.�

�

AIR FORCE 

Dan Adams�

Charles Bartlett�

James A. Brannigan�

Robert C. Carden�

Kevin Conley�

Maria Marable�

Hector M. Martinez�

Jacob Milatz�

R. Connor Montgomery�

Martin Rodriguez�

Dave Russell�

�

ARMY 

Tom Barrett�

Samuel Baur�

Richard Brown�

Greg DeMoss�

Brian C. Ellis�

Thaddeus Kapuscinski�

Joseph R. Kozlinski�

�

�

�

�

�

Michelle Kuznia, DDS�

Greg Lietz�

Chris Listilla�

Daniel Meagher�

Kyle Richardson�

Christopher Scholz�

John C. Tramazzo�

Dan Travis�

Joseph VanDusen�

David Weise�

Samantha Williams�

Timothy L. Wiet III�

�

MARINE CORPS 

Daniel Allen�

Arthur J. Barron�

David Chute�

John DuBay Jr.�

David J. Kennedy�

Daniel Klein�

�

�

�

�

�

Paul Koss�

Matthew Krugler�

Jeffrey LaTour�

John Lewins�

Justin Lienemann�

Nick Lienemann�

Michael Light�

David Light�

Ryan McCarthy�

Lee Michael�

Thomas Reichling�

Frank Schuster�

Daniel Sparkman�

Tom Stevenson�

Christopher Venditti�

�

NAVY 

Daniel Bahr�

Brody J. Fitzgerald�

Lt. Jason Gaidis�

�

�

�

�

�

Joseph Goeddeke�

Fr. John Kaul�

Frankie Kocis�

Tom Miller, Jr�

Anthony M. Morgan�

John Patterson�

Andrew Seator�

 

COAST GUARD 

Judy Knox�

Christopher Rogers�

Norma Ray Smihal�

Nan Wise�

 

NATIONAL GUARD 

Robert Douglas III�

William DuBay�

Sharon Adams�

Geraldine Atkeson�

Emma Bailif�

Ted Barthel�

Atina Beaugrand�

Geri Beaugrand�

Michael Beaugrand�

Theresa Bertelsen�

Ardella Borri�

Aldo Cardosi�

Rose Marie Carroll�

Ed Cole�

Georgia Collamar�

Mary Ellen Cooper�

Robert Cooper�

Victoria Cornwell�

Joan DeDene�

Nina Delisi�

Anita Dembeck�

Deborah Dembeck�

Alan DePorter�

Catherine DeRose�

Nick DiCresce�

Mary DiTrapani�

Marie DuPont�

Geri Ellis�

Louise Fetherolf�

Gerald Flint�

Merrie Foerster�

Florence Fournier�

Giovanna Foresta�

Nora Anne Francis�

Jim Frank�

Mark Franzel�

Sylvia Gentile�

Mary and Don Godfrey�

Jane Gora�

Larry Graham�

Geoffrey Greve�

James Gutowski�

Deborah Hammersburg�

Mary Harbart�

Margaret Hartung�

Ted and Gracie Hinz�

Alleyn Hunt�

James Kammer�

Bruce Kaselitz�

Marilyn Kiefer�

Pat Kohlitz�

Edward Krappmann�

Delaney Kraemer�

Al Kraska�

Genevieve Krembel�

Maureen Lee Leija�

Grace Litwinczek�

Dotty Lubinski�

Janet Malaski�

Christopher Manning�

Joan Mannino�

Irene McMahon�

Karen McMahon�

Lee Majewski�

Vilma Marone�

Mark Moffitt�

Toni Pantano�

Fern Pascany�

Ronald Pollack�

Salvatore Promesso�

Lawrence Radzowski�

Sr. Alice Riegel�

Laura Rizzo�Andela�

Suzanne Roland�

Elena Roose�

Jennifer Rose�

Victoria Rydholm�

Alex Scapini�

Elizabeth Schaller�

Mary Anna Sheldon�

Dr. Thomas Sloan�

Evelyn Smith�

Kathleen Smith�

Ingrid Stemmerich                              

Donald Strobbe�

Paul Tatti�

Beverly Taylor�

William Taylor�

James Thompson�

Janine Tomasello�

Eileen Wallace�

Audrey Weekley�

William Woodruff�

Chuck Wolschlager�

Helen Wrynn�

Thomas Ziolkowski�
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Bringing Home the Word 
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Flowers...
for every 
occasion

(586) 773-1500
21480 Mack Ave.

www.connerpark.com

Jim Pauley Plumbing
ELECTRIC SEWER 

& DRAIN CLEANING
Repairs • Remodeling

Guaranteed Work Master Plumber
Free Estimates • Senior Rates

Call Jim 586-296-3109
10% COUPON

21711 Greater Mack, St. Clair Shores, MI 
586-774-0393

We are a full-service eye center 
specializing in the treatment of

 cataract and glaucoma
Full service optical shop on premise 

Michigan’s first Excimer Laser Center!

DOWNEY’S 
PLUMBING

All Types of
Plumbing Repairs

Sewers Cleaned Electrically
- 24 Hour Service -

10% Senior Discount
VISA/MC/Disc Accepted
— (586) 775-2441 —

Licensed Master Plumber
PAINTING & PLASTERING

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
Aluminum Siding Painting

Drywall • Carpentry
Home Repairs & More

Mark Roberts
(313) 882-0355

INDEPENDENT LIVING
AND MEMORY CARE

28801 Jefferson Ave. • St. Clair Shores

Call to Make an
Appointment to Tour

(586) 218-6228
www.lakeshoreseniorlivingscs.com

ROOFING •  GUTTERS 
Licensed	 Insured

$100 OFF
Every Tear-Off

$50 OFF Every Re-Roof
Quality Workmanship • References
FINANCING AVAILABLE

FREE ESTIMATES
12 Months Same As Cash & 

other payment options available

586-791-0740
www.whites-roofing.com

White’s Home 
Improvements, Inc.

“ROOFS DONE RIGHT BY WHITE”

EARL J. WEIL & SON
PLUMBING SERVICE

SERVING THE COMMUNITY FOR OVER 75 YEARS
INSTALLATION & REPAIRS

Boiler • Water Heaters
Sewer & Drain Cleaning

Replace Galvanized Piping

586-775-2205
STATE LICENSED MASTER PLUMBER - LIC #07108

27250 Harper, St. Clair Shores

Bob Dube
Plumbing 

Serving the Area for 40 Years

—313-886-3897—
Your Pandora Jewelry Source

Charms, Beads, Bracelets, Earrings, Necklaces and More!
28525 HARPER	 ST. CLAIR SHORES 	 586-774-2100

Contact Dave Polansky to place an ad today! 
DPolansky@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6326 

Lakeview Pediatrics

Accepting new patients from 
newborn up to 21 years of age

Kendra Maurer, MD
20225 E. Nine Mile Road
Suite 100
St. Clair Shores

586-772-1090

proudly welcomes

Jonathon A. Hinz, DO
orthopedic surgeon
Fellowship Trained in Sports 
Medicine and Arthroscopy

(586) 779-7970
	24715 Little Mack Ave., Suite 100
	St. Clair Shores, MI 48080

Visit us at AssociatedOrtho.org

creative landscaping
586-759-6884

	 • Weekly Lawn Cutting
	 • Shrub/Hedge Trimming
	 • Sod Removal & Replacement
	 • Brick Pavers & Garden Walls
IF YOU CAN ENVISION IT, WE CAN CREATE IT!

586.899.5565
T.FINCHAM@YAHOO.COM
WWW.FINCHAMRE.COM

Call for a Tour 586-498-4500
26101 Jefferson Ave., North of 10 Mile, St. Clair Shores, MI48081

• Signature Neighborhood Life Style Concept
• Delicious Seasonal Menus
• Spiritual, Social, Educational & Cultural Activities
• 24/7 On-Site Personal Assistance
• Respite Care plus so much more!

CranberryPark.net

A Shared Campus 
with Shorepointe 

Health & 
Rehabilitation 

Offers a 
Continuum of Care

	 27830 Gratiot Ave. • Roseville	 28433 Jefferson Ave. • St. Clair Shores	 35201 Garfield Rd. • Clinton Twp.
	 586.775.1911	 586.775.2424	 586.792.5000

Serving our Communities Since 1927
www.kaulfuneralhome.com

Blood Drive Bus
TUESDAY DECEMBER 29, 2020

1:00 pm to 7:00 pm

KAUL FUNERAL HOME
28433 Jefferson Ave., St. Clair Shores

Co-Sponsored by Lakeshore Senior Living
For an appointment, please visit

redcrossblood.org or call 
1-800-RED CROSS (1-800-733-2767)  

Sponsor Code: Kaul
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EASTWOOD CARPET
Sales & Service

“Buy with Confidence”
22924 Mack Ave. • SCS

(586) 773-1111
Serving the Community for 55 Years

GILBERT’S
PRO HARDWARE, INC.
Second Generation Serving

Eastsiders Since 1949
21912 Harper, St. Clair Shores

776-9532
www.mrhardware.com

Seaver’s Home
Maintenance Inc.
Reliability, Integrity,

Quality Workmanship
Painting, Plaster, Carpentry
Brick, Gutter, Roof Work

Since 1980 • Licensed/Insured

313-882-0000
313-231-4996

Mike Seaver, Parish Member

www.RedBaronEnterprises.com

313-408-1166

Second Generation 
Owned and Operated

Residential and Commercial
Serving the Grosse Pointes and 

South Eastern Michigan
Communities

Accepts all major credit cards
Check us out on Facebook!

“We’re Your 
To Do List Handymen”

Grosse Pointe Resident

Over 100 Years of Family Service Since 1904
www.wasikfuneralhome.com

11470 13 Mile, West of Hoover
Warren, Michigan

(586) 751-3131

49150 Schoenherr Rd., North of 22 Mile
Shelby Township, MI 48315

(586) 532-8600

Wasik Funeral Home

Dr. William Krieg and Dr. Brynn Jezdimir
586.772.6090       www.lakepointeortho.com

 ALL PRO

Call John (586) 776-5167

New & Repairs
Roofing • Gutters • Siding • Brickwork
	 Professional
	 Reasonable
	Senior Discounts
Over 44 Years... Same Owner, Same Phone Number

Licensed& Insured

LEAD CERT.

HOMERUN
CONSTRUCTION

No Job Too Small, Lic. Builder & Ins.
New Homes, Additions, Remodeling,
Kitchens + Baths, Painting, Fin. Bsmts

	 VINCE  
		 (586) 703-4020
	 homerunconstruction@wowway.com

For The Most Reasonably Priced & Friendliest Service In Town

AUSTIN PLUMBINGAUSTIN PLUMBING
Sewer/drain cleaning, plumbing repair 

and other general plumbing needs.
Free EstimatesFree Estimates

Call Steve SeamansCall Steve Seamans
586-855-1937586-855-1937
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DUST BUNNY
BUSTERS

HOME & COMMERCIAL
CLEANING

References Available
Family Parishioner Member

(586) 808-3356

Parishioner

S.C.S.

Senior 
Citizens 
Discount

Roofing • Gutters • Bricking
Over 30 years of “Referral Based Business”
FREE ESTIMATES
(586) 772-0402
LICENSED & INSURED

FLO ABKE, GRIFLO ABKE, GRI
Associate Broker

24938 Harper
St. Clair Shores, MI 48080

Cell: (313) 378-3376

floabke@mirealsource.com
www.floabke.com

30 YEARS EXPERIENCE 

&
Home Inspections

Free Estimates • Veteran & Senior Discounts
dnarestorations@gmail.com586-252-9226 586-808-1677

Masonry
Brick Work

Tuckpointing / Rebuilds
Chimney, Cap & Flue Repair

Precast Steps
Patio Pavers / Repairs

Carpentry
Interior & Exterior Doors
Storm Doors
Moldings & Trim
Tile & Backsplashes
Finished Basements

Robert L. Hindelang, P.C.
The Attorney-CPA Bow-Tie Guy

313-886-4450
18430 Mack Avenue | Grosse Pointe Farms | RLH@Hindelang.us

• Estate Planning & Probate 
• Business & Commercial Law
• Corporation- LLC Set Up & Operation
• Commercial Litigation & Collection

Pam Mowatt, CPCU, CLU, ChFC	 (313) 886-3060
Agent	 pam@pammowatt.com
	 “Proudly serving insurance needs throughout Michigan.
	 Auto, home, renters, condo, rental properties, business, workers
	 compensation, life, disability, and many other products and
	services to fit your needs.  Call me today – I would love to help you!”

Being
there
is why
I’m here.

20563 Mack Avenue
Grosse Pointe Woods, MI 48236

www.pammowatt.com

The Doctor’s ChoiceThe Doctor’s Choice for Chronic Pain Relief
ST. CLAIR SHORES CLINIC

22237 Greater Mack Ave., St. Clair Shores
Phone (586) 204-5885

For more locations & information please visit
www.neilkingpt.com or call

(844) 275-9847

1-800-VERHEYDEN
1-800-837-4393

 www.verheyden.org

“The Same 
Always to All”warren

detroit
eastpointe
grosse pointe
clinton township

JOE’SJOE’S
TRAILER SALESTRAILER SALES

Trailer Repairs, Hitches & WiringTrailer Repairs, Hitches & Wiring
24953 Harper Ave. • St. Clair Shores24953 Harper Ave. • St. Clair Shores

586.771.9499586.771.9499
joestrailersales.netjoestrailersales.net

(248) 542-7850
$20.00 OFF any plumbing work

KAL'S LANDSCAPING
"No More Big Mowers -

Small Mowers Only"
Bush Trimming
Power Raking

Aerating
Landscape Design

Spring & Fall Clean Up
586-922-8309

ShorePointe Health & 
Rehabilitation Center 

26001 Jefferson Ave., St. Clair Shores, MI  48081
586-779-7000

optalishealthcare.com/shorepointe

FOKSA PAINTING & SERVICES
Custom Interior & Exterior Painting

Drywall Replacement & Repair • Texture
Powerwashing • Deck Sealing

	 Jeff Foksa • 248-705-4903
	 10% Senior Discount
	 Insured

Call Me at 586-604-7632 for HELP with open enrollment:
MEDICARE Oct 15th through Dec 7th
Under 65 – Nov 1st through Dec 15th

Health, Medicare, Life, Annuities, 
Long Term Care & many other products

79 Macomb Place, Mt. Clemens, 48043

	 + Production & Maintenance
	 + Chemical Technicians + Great Benefits

313-291-7500  vossindustries.com

Voss Taylor Steel Processing Facility
Taylor, MI  (I-94/Telegraph)

JOBS

AVAILABLE

Free Estimates

586-445-6455 | WWW.JJROOFING.COM

PROVIDING QUALITY 
ROOFING SERVICES 
FOR OVER 30 YEARS.
Call J&J Roofing Today

LICENSED & INSURED 
MASTER PLUMBER

WaterWorkPlumbing.com
Senior Discounts 
24 Hr. Emergency Service

$20 OFF ANY SERVICE

586-501-8479

WWW.SAFETYONEELECTRIC.COM


