NYSCRC is pleased to announce the launch of the Online Respite Provider Certificate Program

This curriculum is FREE, and open to anyone currently providing respite, seeking additional training, and networking, to individuals interesting in providing respite, college students in the health field, or volunteers currently providing respite through faith-based respite programs, internships, service learning, or as a consumer directed care provider.

Pilot Project Lead Partners: 
· Respite Care Association of Wisconsin 
· ARCH National Respite Network and Resource Center 
· National Academy for State Health Policy 

Background: In 2020, the above partner agencies collaborated on a national application for a Lifespan Respite Care Program Grant: Special Projects to Strengthen Program Development, Implementation and Sustainability (Grant #HHS-2020-ACL-AOA-LRSP-0432) from the Administration for Community Living. The grant was awarded to the National Academy for State Health Policy as the lead. 

Project Objective: One objective of the grant is to develop, test and scale a respite workforce recruitment, training, and retention program to better meet the respite needs of families, particularly in light of the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on the workforce. 

Project Outcomes: 
· Increase the number of qualified and well-trained entry-level respite care professionals 
· Improve respite provider recruitment and retention to improve the quality of respite care and better meet the needs of families. 

