
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

   Online Worship Resource (Sunday, May 2, 2021) 

      BOLD TYPE IS SPOKEN BY THE CONGREGATION 

 

Prelude:     Give Thanks                                    Henry Smith 

Give thanks, with a grateful heart; give thanks to the Holy One; 

give thanks because we’re given Jesus Christ, the Son. (Repeat) 

And now, let the weak say, “We are strong”; let the poor say  

“We are rich because of what the Lord has done for us!” 

Give thanks. 

Jane Kerr, organ; David Maley, piano 

 

Welcome and  Announcements 

 

Call to Worship         Charles Frempong, Liturgist 

Please stand as you are led and join me in the Call to Worship: 

Small as a mustard seed and lofty as a cedar: 

 The kingdom of God is growing. 

While we sleep and when we rise:  

 The kingdom of God is growing. 

By day and by night, when we are aware of it and when we are not:  

 The kingdom of God is growing, welcoming home all kinds of people! 

 We celebrate the kingdom growing in our midst.  Let us worship! 



Opening Hymn:  "Come Sing, O Church, in Joy!" 

 

Come sing, O church, in joy!  Come join, O church, in song!   

For Christ the Lord has led us through the ages long! 

In bold accord, come celebrate the journey now and praise the Lord! 

 

Long years have come and gone, and still God reigns supreme, 

Empowering us to catch the vision, dream the dream! 

In bold accord, come celebrate the journey now and praise the Lord! 

 

Let courage be our friend; Let wisdom be our guide; 

As we in mission magnify the Crucified! 

In bold accord, come celebrate the journey now and praise the Lord!   

 

Come sing, O church, in joy!  Come join, O church, in song! 

For Christ the Lord has triumphed o'er the ages long!. 

In bold accord, come celebrate the journey now and praise the Lord!   

 

Passing the Peace 

 May the peace of Christ be with you. 

  And also with you. 

 

Pastoral Prayer 

 

Children’s Time 

 

Prayer for Illumination              (Liturgist) 

Let us prepare our hearts to hear God’s word by praying together the Prayer 

for Illumination:  

God, sower of seeds and giver of visions, be at work among us, in the  

opening of your Word.  Speak to us again, guiding our steps as you have  

guided the steps of the saints before us, that we might be found faithful in all 

we do.   Amen. 



Scripture Reading  Luke 8:4-15 

4 When a great crowd gathered and people from town after town came to 

him, he said in a parable: 5 “A sower went out to sow his seed; and as he 

sowed, some fell on the path and was trampled on, and the birds of the air ate 

it up. 6 Some fell on the rock; and as it grew up, it withered for lack of  

moisture. 7 Some fell among thorns, and the thorns grew with it and choked 

it. 8 Some fell into good soil, and when it grew, it produced a hundredfold.” As 

he said this, he called out, “Let anyone with ears to hear listen!” 

9 Then his disciples asked him what this parable meant. 10 He said, “To you it has 

been given to know the secrets of the kingdom of God; but to others I speak in 

parables, so that 

 ‘looking they may not perceive, 

        and listening they may not understand.’ 

 
11 “Now the parable is this: The seed is the word of God. 12 The ones on the path 

are those who have heard; then the devil comes and takes away the word 

from their hearts, so that they may not believe and be saved. 13 The ones on the 

rock are those who, when they hear the word, receive it with joy.  But these 

have no root; they believe only for a while and in a time of testing fall 

away. 14 As for what fell among the thorns, these are the ones who hear; but as 

they go on their way, they are choked by the cares and riches and pleasures of 

life, and their fruit does not mature. 15 But as for that in the good soil, these are 

the ones who, when they hear the word, hold it fast in an honest and good 

heart, and bear fruit with patient endurance. 

   This is the Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

 

Sermon     Happy Birthday, Calvary!      Rev. Michelle Fincher 

 

Middle Hymn:  "We Are the Body of Christ"  

One heart, one Spirit, one voice to praise you, We are the body of Christ. 

One goal, one vision:  To see you exalted.  We are the body of Christ. 

 

And to this we give our lives, to see you glorified.  (Repeat first stanza). 



Call to offering                        (Liturgist) 

We offer our gifts because seeds of God’s love have worked their ways in to 

the soil of our hearts.  Sisters and brothers, let us with joy offer our gifts that the 

ministry of this church may continue to impact people’s lives both now and 

for years to come.  Please pray with me our prayer of  dedication. . . .   
Prayer of Dedication 

Giver of all good gifts, we do not want the cares of the world, the lure of 

wealth, or our fears of the unknown to choke your word among us.  As the 

sower casts seeds abundantly, so we long to continue to participate in the 

seeding of the world.  Receive these gifts as tokens of our lives and send your 

cultivating Spirit to work among us until we yield and grow in grace.  For the 

sake of Christ, we pray.  Amen.   

 

To Share in the Lord’s Supper 

 

 

Prayer of Confession 

Gracious God, so often we miss your kingdom at work among us.  We are too 

absorbed with our own needs to see the needs of our neighbors.  We over-

look the small acts of kindness and grace planted all around us.  Forgive us 

for failing to notice where and how you are at work.  Forgive us when we 

work against your plans and purposes, preferring our own comfort rather than 

the self-sacrificing demands of responding to others.  Renew your vision  

within us, helping us to grow in faithfulness, that we might be worthy of the 

legacy we have received.   

SILENT CONFESSION 

 

 

Assurance of Pardon 

We who walk by faith and not by sight believe the good news, that if anyone 

is in Christ, there is a new creation.   

 Praise be to God for the mercy and grace that forgives our sins.   

 Alleluia!  Amen.  

 

 

 



INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE   

 The Lord be with you. 

  And also with you. 

 Lift up your hearts. 

  We lift them up to the Lord. 

         Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

  It is right to give our thanks and praise. . . . 

  (Alleluia) 

(REFRAIN)  Alleluia, Alleluia.  Give thanks to the Risen Lord.  Alleluia, Alleluia.  

Give praise to his name. 

 

Spread the good news o’er all the earth:  Jesus has died and has risen.  

(Refrain) 

 

Prayer after Communion 

 

Closing Hymn:        "Let Us Build a House" 

 

Let us build a house where love can dwell and all can safely live, 

A place where saints and children tell how hearts learn to forgive. 

Built of hopes and dreams and visions, rock of faith and vault of grace; 

Here the love of Christ shall end divisions:   

All are welcome; all are welcome; all are welcome in this place. 

 

Let us build a house where prophets speak, and words are strong and true, 

Where all God's children dare to seek to dream God's reign anew. 

Here the cross shall stand as witness and as symbol of God's grace; 

Here as one we claim the faith of Jesus: 

All are welcome; all are welcome; all are welcome in this place.   

 

 

 



Let us build a house where all are named, their songs and visions heard 

And loved and treasured, taught and claimed as words within the Word. 

Built of tears and cries and laughter, prayers of faith and songs of grace; 

Let this house proclaim from floor to rafter:   

All are welcome; all are welcome; all are welcome in this place.   

 

 

Benediction 

 

 

Postlude:                                    Thanks Be to Thee                             G.F. Handel 

Thanks be to Thee! Thanks be to Thee! Glory and praise ever be Thine. 

For Thy great mercies, thanks be to Thee. Lord God almighty, thanks be to Thee. 

 

 

 

Today’s Worship Participants: 

Rev. Michelle Fincher, Jane Kerr, organist, Judy Viccellio, guitar,  

David Maley, piano, Charles Frempong, liturgist, and  

Whitney Roberts, technology team 


