
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  Online Worship Resource (Saturday, December 24, 2022) 

      Christmas  Eve  Service ~ 5:30 p.m.  

   BOLD TYPE IS SPOKEN BY THE CONGREGATION 

Prelude:                                        A CHRISTMAS GLORIA           Arr. Jerry Van Der    

         Duet for piano and organ 

Come All Ye Shepherds; Once in Royal David’s City; Angels We Have Heard 

on High 

   Jane Kerr, Organist and David Maley, Pianist  

 

Welcome and Announcements 

Candle Lighting Liturgy          Glenn Fahrig 

Please remain seated and join me in our Candle Lighting Liturgy: 

With the prophet Isaiah, we proclaim the promise of God:  

 The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; 

Those who lived in a land of deep darkness -- 

 on them light has shined. 

We light the Christ candle to symbolize God’s promise fulfilled. 

 For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; 

  

 



Authority rests upon his shoulders; 

 And he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, 

 Prince of Peace.  

 Glory to God in the highest and peace to all people on earth! 

 

Opening Carol:    “Joy to the World” 

Joy to the world, the Lord is come!  Let earth receive her king; let every heart 

prepare him room, and heaven and nature sing, and heaven and nature sing, 

and heaven, and heaven and nature sing.   

 

Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns!  Let all their songs employ, while fields and 

floods, rocks, hills, and plains repeat the sounding joy, repeat the sounding joy, 

repeat, repeat the sounding joy.  

 

No more let sins and sorrows grow, nor thorns infest the ground; he comes to 

make his blessings flow far as the curse is found, far as the curse is found, far 

as, far as the curse is found.    

 

He rules the world with truth and grace, and makes the nations prove the  

glories of his righteousness and wonders of his love, and wonders of his love, 

and wonders, wonders of his love.  

 

Passing of the Peace 

 May the Peace of Christ be with you all. 

  And also with you. 

 

Time with Children 

 

 

Prayer for Illumination             Glenn Fahrig 

Let us prepare our hearts to hear God’s Word by praying together the prayer 

for Illumination: 

We would make room for you this night of all nights, dear Lord:  room in our 

minds and hearts; room also in our life together.  Let your word be born in us 

anew so that, by the power of your Spirit, your splendor will shine in and 

through us.  In Christ’s name we pray.  Amen.  

 



Scripture Lessons:  

 

Isaiah 11:1-10               Glenn Fahrig 

 1 A shoot shall come out from the stock of Jesse, 

    and a branch shall grow out of his roots. 
2 The spirit of the LORD shall rest on him, 

    the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 

    the spirit of counsel and might, 

    the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 
3 His delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. 

 He shall not judge by what his eyes see, 

    or decide by what his ears hear; 
4 but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, 

    and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; 

he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, 

    and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 
5 Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist, 

    and faithfulness the belt around his loins. 

 

6 The wolf shall live with the lamb, 

    the leopard shall lie down with the kid, 

the calf and the lion and the fatling together, 

    and a little child shall lead them. 
7 The cow and the bear shall graze, 

    their young shall lie down together; 

    and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 
8 The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, 

    and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den. 
9 They will not hurt or destroy 

    on all my holy mountain; 

for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD 

    as the waters cover the sea. 
10 On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; the  

nations shall inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious.  

 
 

 



Luke 1:26-38           Charles Frempong 

26 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee 

called Nazareth, 27 to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of 

the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 28 And he came to her and 

said, ‘Greetings, favoured one! The Lord is with you.’ 29 But she was much   

perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might 

be. 30 The angel said to her, ‘Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found  

favour with God. 31 And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, 

and you will name him Jesus. 32 He will be great, and will be called the Son of 

the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor  

David. 33 He will reign over the house of Jacob for ever, and of his kingdom 

there will be no end.’ 34 Mary said to the angel, ‘How can this be, since I am a 

virgin?’ 35 The angel said to her, ‘The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the 

power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will 

be holy; he will be called Son of God.   36 And now, your relative  

Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month 

for her who was said to be barren. 37 For nothing will be impossible with 

God.’ 38 Then Mary said, ‘Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me 

according to your word.’ Then the angel departed from her.  

Carol:   “O Little Town of Bethlehem” 

 

O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie!  Above thy deep and 

dreamless sleep the silent stars go by.  Yet in thy dark streets shineth the  

everlasting light; the hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight.   

For Christ is born of Mary and, gathered all above, while mortals sleep, the  

angels keep their watch of wondering love.  O morning stars, together  

proclaim the holy birth, and praises sing to God the king, and peace to all on 

earth.  

Luke 2:1-14          Glenn Fahrig 

1 In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world 

should be registered. 2 This was the first registration and was taken while  

Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3 All went to their own towns to be regis-

tered. 4 Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to 

the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the 

house and family of David. 5 He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he 

was engaged and who was expecting a child. 6 While they were there, the 

time came for her to deliver her child. 7 And she gave birth to her firstborn son 

and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there 

was no place for them in the inn.  



8 In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over 

their flock by night. 9 Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the 

glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10 But the angel 

said to them, ‘Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of 

great joy for all the people: 11 to you is born this day in the city of David a  

Saviour, who is the Messiah, the Lord.   12 This will be a sign for you: you will find 

a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.’ 13 And suddenly 

there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and 

saying, 

14 ‘Glory to God in the highest heaven, 

    and on earth peace among those whom he favours!’  

Carol:  “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” 

Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn king.  Peace on earth and 

mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled!’  Joyful, all ye nations rise; join the  

triumph of the skies; with the angelic host proclaim, “Christ is born in  

Bethlehem!” 

 

Christ, by highest heaven adored, Christ, the everlasting Lord, late in time  

behold him come, offspring of the virgin’s womb.  Veiled in flesh the Godhead 

see; hail the incarnate deity, pleased in flesh with us to dwell, Jesus, our  

Emmanuel.  

 

Hail the heaven born Prince of Peace!  Hail the sun of righteousness!  Light 

and life to all he brings, risen with healing in his wings.  Mild he lays his glory by, 

born that we no more may die, born to raise us from the earth, born to give us 

second birth.  

Luke 2:15-20         Charles Frempong 

15 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said 

to one another, ‘Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken 

place, which the Lord has made known to us.’ 16 So they went with haste and 

found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. 17 When they saw 

this, they made known what had been told them about this child; 18 and all 

who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. 19 But Mary 

treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. 20 The shepherds 

returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it 

had been told them.  

   This is the Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God.  

 

 



Special Music:           “The Friendly Beasts”                        Judy Viccellio, Soloist  

 

    To Share in the Lord’s Supper 

 

Call to Confession        (Pastor Michelle) 
Prayer of Confession 

God of wonder, you surround us with signs of your glory and surprise us with 

your presence, yet we often miss the marvels you place around us.  Forgive 

our dullness and make us alert to the ways you make yourself known--in  

children, the poor, the powerless; in quiet and solitude; in your creation.   

Reawaken us, that we may know Christ in serving others.   

Silent Confession 

 

Assurance of Pardon 

Hear this good news of great joy which is given to all the people:  In Jesus 

Christ we are forgiven.   

 Glory to God in the highest, and peace to God’s people on earth!   

 

INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE 

 The Lord be with you. 

  And also with you. 

 Lift up your hearts.  

  We lift them to the Lord. 

 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

  It is right to give our thanks and praise. . .  

 *Refrain of O Come, All Ye Faithful 

 O come, let us adore Him, O come, let us adore Him, O come, let us 

 adore Him, Christ, the Lord! 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 

and the glory, forever.  Amen.  

 

  



Communion of the People  

 

Communion Song:            The Manger Medley           Arr. F. Bock  

      (duet for piano and organ)  

 

Christmas Poem  

What do I want for Christmas? 

 I want to kneel in Bethlehem, the air thick with alleluias, 

 the angels singing that God is born among us. 

In the light of the Star, I want to see them come, the wise ones and the 

humble.  
 I want to see them come bearing whatever they treasure 

 to lay at the feet of him who gives his life. 

What do I want for Christmas? 
 To see in that stable the whole world kneeling in thanks for a promise 

 kept:  new life. 

 For in his nativity, we find ours. 

 

Sharing the Light of Christ   

 

Closing Carol:  “Silent Night, Holy Night!” 

Silent night, holy night!  All is calm, all is bright ‘round yon virgin mother and 

child!  Holy Infant, so tender and mild, sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in 

heavenly peace.  

 

Silent night, holy night!  Shepherds quake at the sight; glories stream from 

heaven afar, heavenly hosts sing, “Alleluia:  Christ the Savior is born; Christ the 

Savior is born!”  

 

Silent night, holy night!  Son of God, love’s pure light radiant beams from thy 

holy face, with the dawn of redeeming grace, Jesus, Lord, at thy birth, Jesus, 

Lord, at thy birth.  

 

Silent night, holy night!  Wondrous star, lend thy light; with the angels let us 

sing Alleluia to our King:  Christ the Savior is born; Christ the Savior is born.   

 

 



Benediction 

 

 

Postlude:    Silent Night, Holy Night                             Franz Gruber 

 

 

 

Christmas Eve Worship Participants: 

Rev. Michelle Fincher, Jane Kerr, organist, Judy Viccellio, soloist,  

David Maley, pianist, Rachel Jelsma, trumpet,  

Glenn Fahrig and Charles Frempong, readers, and  

IIse Klopotek and Jean Roberts, communion preparers 


