
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Online Worship Resource (Sunday, September 11, 2022)  

   BOLD TYPE IS SPOKEN BY THE CONGREGATION 

FLOWERS:  Given to the glory of God by Ray and IIse Klopotek in celebration 

of their anniversary. 

 

Prelude:                             PRAYER                                    Carl Reinecke 

“Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; 

for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.” ~ (1 Thessalonians 5:16-18) 

     Jane Kerr, Organist 

 

Welcome and Announcements 

 

Call to Worship        Nana Adu-Gyamfi, Liturgist 

Please stand as you are led and join me in our responsive Call to Worship: 

Paul the apostle exhorts us:  don’t fret or worry about anything! 

 Instead of worrying, pray.  



Let petitions and praises shape your worries into prayers, letting God know 

your concerns. 

 Through prayer, a sense of God’s wholeness, of everything coming  

 together for good, brings peace. 

It’s beautiful what happens when Jesus displaces worry at the center of your 

life.  

 In worship and prayer, let us come into God’s presence!   

 

OPENING HYMN:   "Come Sing, O Church, in Joy! 

 

Come sing, O church in joy!  Come join, O church in song!  For Christ the Lord 

has led us through the ages long! 

Refrain:  In bold accord, come celebrate the journey now and praise the 

Lord! 

Long years have come and gone, and still God reigns supreme, empowering 

us to catch the vision, dream the dream! (Refrain) 

 

Let courage be our friend: Let wisdom be our guide; As we in mission magnify 

the Crucified! (Refrain) 

 

Come sing, O church in joy! Come join, O church, in song! For Christ the Lord 

has triumphed o'er the ages long! (Refrain) 

 

Call to Confession            (Liturgist) 

Trusting in the promises of God, let us confess our sin without fear to the Lord 

who loves us, embraces us, forgives us and blesses us.  Let us pray together. . . 

Prayer of Confession  

Gracious Lover of our souls, our best intention is to trust you.  But we confess 

that our trust is fragile, easily broken by the slightest pause - an answer to 

prayer not instantly received, a request of peace not immediately felt.  Our 

trust is fragile, easily displaced by gods of our own making - the god of self-

sufficiency, chased at any cost, the god of illusion, pursued in any form.  Lord, 

have mercy on our fragility.  Grant us courage to trust you, that we might  

dispel the worry and fear that constantly beckon us.   

Silent Confession 



Assurance of Pardon  

Friends, believe again the gospel, that in Christ we are accepted as we are.  

Believe that we are forgiven and loved with delight by our faithful, merciful 

God. 

 In Jesus Christ, we receive mercy and new life.  Thanks be to God!  

 Amen.  

Response:  “Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying” 

 Lord, listen to your children praying. 

 Lord, send your Spirit in this place. 

 Lord, listen to your children praying. 

 Send us love, send us power, send us grace.   

 

Passing of the Peace 

The Peace of Christ be with you all. 

 And also with you.   

Time with Children 

 

Prayer for Illumination                (Liturgist) 

Let us prepare our hearts to hear God’s Word by praying together the prayer 

for Illumination: 

Holy Spirit, illumine for us this Word, that the message of the gospel may 

come to us in power.  We pray in Jesus’ name.  Amen.   

Scripture Reading  Psalm 40:1-5, 16-17    (Liturgist) 

1 I waited patiently for the LORD; 

    he inclined to me and heard my cry. 
2 He drew me up from the desolate pit,   

    out of the miry bog, 

and set my feet upon a rock, 

    making my steps secure. 
3 He put a new song in my mouth, 

    a song of praise to our God. 

Many will see and fear, 

    and put their trust in the LORD. 

 



4 Happy are those who make 

    the LORD their trust, 

who do not turn to the proud, 

    to those who go astray after false gods. 
5 You have multiplied, O LORD my God, 

    your wondrous deeds and your thoughts towards us; 

    none can compare with you. 

Were I to proclaim and tell of them, 

    they would be more than can be counted. 

16 But may all who seek you 

    rejoice and be glad in you; 

may those who love your salvation 

    say continually, ‘Great is the LORD!’ 
17 As for me, I am poor and needy, 

    but the Lord takes thought for me. 

You are my help and my deliverer; 

    do not delay, O my God.  

    Philippians 4:4-7            (Pastor)   

4 Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice.  5 Let your gentleness be 

known to everyone. The Lord is near. 6 Do not worry about anything, but in 

everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be 

made known to God. 7 And the peace of God, which surpasses all  

understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.   

  This is the Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God.  

 

Sermon  Connect ~ Grow ~ Serve 

    Connect Through Prayer   Rev. Michelle Fincher 

 

MIDDLE HYMN:     “"What a Friend We Have in Jesus” 

 

What a friend we have in Jesus, all our sins and griefs to bear! 

What a privilege to carry everything to God in prayer! 

O what peace we often forfeit; O what needless pain we bear, 

All because we do not carry everything to God in prayer! 

 

 



Have we trials and temptations?  Is there trouble anywhere?   

We should never be discouraged; Take it to the Lord in prayer. 

Can we find a friend so faithful, who will all our sorrows share? 

Jesus knows our every weakness; Take it to the Lord in prayer. 

 

Are we weak and heavy laden, cumbered with a load of care? 

Precious Savior, still our refuge, take it to the Lord in prayer. 

Do thy friends despise, forsake thee?  Take it to the Lord in prayer! 

In his arms he'll take and shield thee; thou wilt find a solace there. 

 

Call to offering                  (Liturgist) 

In the assurance of God’s faithfulness to hear our prayers and respond to our 

needs, let us confidently offer ourselves to God, knowing that God has  

already provided all that we need.  Thank you for your gifts through which this 

Body of Believers continues the ministry and mission of the Gospel.  Please 

pray with me our prayer of dedication. . . 

Prayer of Dedication 

Holy God, you are our provider.  We offer all that we have and all that we are 

to you, because we belong to you.  Bless these gifts, and empower us, your 

church, that through the work of the Holy Spirit, we may be loving neighbors, 

faithful intercessors, and generous brothers and sisters to all in need.  Amen. 

 

Prayers of the People and The Lord’s Prayer    

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into  

temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 

and the glory, forever.  Amen.   

 

 



CLOSING HYMN: “Just a Closer Walk with Thee” 

 

Refrain:  Just a closer walk with thee, Grant it, Jesus is my plea 

Daily walking close to thee, Let it be, dear Lord, let it be. 

 

I am weak but thou art strong; Jesus, keep me from all wrong; 

I'll be satisfied as long as I walk, let me walk close to thee. (Refrain) 

 

Through this world of toil and snares, If I falter, Lord, who cares? 

Who with me my burden shares?  None but thee, dear Lord, none but Thee. 

(Refrain) 

 

When my feeble life is o'er, time for me shall be no more. 

Guide me gently, safely o'er to thy shore, dear Lord, to thy shore. (Refrain) 

 

 

Benediction 

 

Postlude:   WHAT A FRIEND WE HAVE IN JESUS 

 

 

 

 

    Today’s Worship Participants: 

 Rev. Michelle Fincher, Jane Kerr, organist, Judy Viccellio, Director of  

 Music, David Maley, pianist, Nana Adu-Gyamfi, liturgist and  

                   Glenn Fahrig, technology team 


