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Online Worship Resource (Sunday, February 26, 2023) 

First Sunday in Lent 

         BOLD TYPE IS SPOKEN BY THE CONGREGATION 

Flowers given to the glory of God by Pam & Danny Williams in celebration of their 
grandchildren’s birthdays. 

 

Prelude:           BIST DU BEI MIR                                   J. S. Bach  

If You Are With Me 

Jane Kerr, Organist  

Welcome and Announcements 
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Call to Worship:       Angela Yeboah, Liturgist 

Please stand as you are led and join me in our responsive Call to Worship:  

God of the hungry times, the difficult times, and all the times of our lives, 

Be with us today as we journey into the unknown on this first Sunday of Lent. 

We recognize that God sends us into the wilderness of Lent filled with the Spirit to 
gather and guide. 

But sometimes it is difficult to understand the direction we need to go. 

With too many choices before us, sometimes we are not sure when to say “yes” and 
when to say “no.” 

So we seek God’s guidance. 

Today, we ask for wisdom and God’s Spirit to discern our calling for our lives. 

Focus us on our purpose in these forty days so we may bring the best of our 
energy and joy to the world.   

Come, let us worship our God who gives us strength for every journey and courage to 
step into our calling. 

 

Hymn #331   God of the Ages, Whose Almighty Hand 

God of the ages, whose almighty had leads forth in beauty all the starry band of the 
shining worlds in spender through the skies, our grateful songs before the throne 
arise. 

 

Thy love divine hath led us in the past. In this free land by thee our lot is cast. Be thou 
our ruler, guardian, guide, and stay: thy word our law, thy paths our chosen way. 

 

From war’s alarms, from deadly pestilence, be thy strong arm our ever sure defense. 
Thy true religion in our hearts increase. Thy bounteous goodness nourish us in peace.  

 

Refresh thy people on their toilsome way. Lead us from night to never-ending day. Fill 
all our lives with love and grace divine, and glory, laud, and praise be ever thine. 

 

Call to Confession                    (Liturgist) 

We all yearn to feel God moving in our lives.  What keeps us too busy to attend to 
God’s presence in our lives?  Knowing that God’s mercy is never-ending, let us admit 
our sins by praying the responsive prayer of confession found in your bulletin . 
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Prayer of Confession (responsive) 

For paying more attention to the expected path than the right one for us, 

Forgive and restore us, O God. 

For letting fear overtake us instead of trusting you,  

Forgive and restore us, O God. 

For valuing the safe choices instead of the ones that lead to life, 

Forgive and restore us, O God.   

 

Silent Confession 

 

Assurance of Pardon 

God desires that we live in fullness and joy.  Friends, believe the Good News… 

In Jesus Christ we are forgiven.  Thanks be to God!  Amen. 

 

Response:  #447   "We Are Forgiven"  

We are forgiven.  We are forgiven.  Thanks be to God.  Thanks be to God.  

We are forgiven.  We are forgiven.  Thanks be to God.  Thanks be to God.  

 

Passing of the Peace 

 May the Peace of Christ be with you all. 

 And also with you. 

 

Time with Children 

 

Prayer for Illumination            (Liturgist) 

Let us prepare our hearts to hear God’s Word  by praying together the  

prayer for Illumination: 

Gracious God, strengthen us, walk with us, and guide us in these next forty 
days as we seek your guidance in this Lenten adventure of faith.  Still our hearts 
now, O Lord, so that we may be refreshed by your Word.  In Christ we pray.  
Amen.  
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Scripture Reading  Matthew 4:1-11    NT p. 3  (Liturgist) 

 

1 Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the dev-
il. 2 He fasted for forty days and forty nights, and afterwards he was famished. 3 The 
tempter came and said to him, ‘If you are the Son of God, command these stones to 
become loaves of bread.’ 4 But he answered, ‘It is written, 

“One does not live by bread alone, 
    but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.”’ 

5 Then the devil took him to the holy city and placed him on the pinnacle of the tem-
ple, 6 saying to him, ‘If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down; for it is written, 

“He will command his angels concerning you”, 
    and “On their hands they will bear you up, 
so that you will not dash your foot against a stone.”’ 

7 Jesus said to him, ‘Again it is written, “Do not put the Lord your God to the test.”’ 

8 Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms 
of the world and their splendour; 9 and he said to him, ‘All these I will give you, if you 
will fall down and worship me.’ 10 Jesus said to him, ‘Away with you, Satan! for it is 
written, 

“Worship the Lord your God, 
    and serve only him.”’ 

11 Then the devil left him, and suddenly angels came and waited on him. 

 

This is the Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 

Sermon  Finding and Following Your Path This Lent   Rev. Carrie Yearick 

 

 

Hymn #166   "Lord Throughout These Forty Days"  

     

Lord, who throughout these forty days for us did fast and pray, teach us with you to 
mourn our sins and close by you to stay.  

 

As you with Satan did contend and did the victory win, O give us strength to perse-
vere, in you to conquer sin. 

 

And through these days of penitence, and through this Passiontide, yes, evermore, in 
life and death, O Lord, with us abide. 

 

Abide with us, till when this life of suffering shall be past, an Easter of unending joy we 
may attain at last. 
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Call to Offering                          (Liturgist) 

God asks us to be generous in every way we can.  Your generosity shows when lives 
are changed and people are helped in their time of need. There are a number of ways 
that you can give- there is a basket in the back that you can drop your donations in, 
you can give on line or mail a check to the church!   We are so very grateful to all of 
you who give to the mission and ministry of Calvary.  Let us pray the prayer of dedica-
tion together. 

 

Prayer of Dedication 

Holy God, as we seek to find our calling in this Lenten season, we pray our lives 
will reflect the mercy and love that you demonstrated in the world.  Use us and 
our gifts to bring comfort and hope to those both near and afar.  Amen.  

 

Prayers of the People and The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever.  Amen.  

 

Hymn  # 741   "Guide My Feet"  vs. 1,2,3,6 

Guide my feet while I run this race; (yes, my lord!) 

guide my feet while I run this race; (yes, my lord!) 

guide my feet while I run this race, for I  

don’t want to run this race in vain! (race in vain!) 

 

Hold my hand while I run this race; (yes, my lord!) 

hold my hand while I run this race; (yes, my lord!) 

hold my hand while I run this race, for I  

don’t want to run this race in vain! (race in vain!) 

 

Stand by me while I run this race; (yes, my lord!) 

stand by me while I run this race; (yes, my lord!) 

stand by me while I run this race, for I  

don’t want to run this race in vain! (race in vain!) 

 

Guide my feet while I run this race; (yes, my lord!) 

guide my feet while I run this race; (yes, my lord!) 

guide my feet while I run this race, for I  

don’t want to run this race in vain! (race in vain!) 
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Benediction 
 

Postlude:     God Be With You Till We Meet Again                                       

God be with you till we meet again; loving counsel guide, uphold you,  

with a shepherd’s care enfold you: God be with you till we meet again. 

 

Today’s Worship Participants: 

Rev. Carrie Yearick, Jane Kerr, organist, Rachel Jelsma, Trumpet 

Angela Yeboah, liturgist and Glenn Fahrig, technology team 


