
     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

   

 

 

 

 

 

 Online Worship Resource  

   BOLD TYPE IS SPOKEN BY THE CONGREGATION 

Prelude:         O Come, O Come, Emmanuel                                          H. Hopson 

O come, O come Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel, that mourns in lonely exile here 

until the Son of God appear. Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 

O come, thou Wisdom from on high, who ordered all things mightily: 

to us the path of knowledge show; and teach us in her ways to go. Rejoice! Rejoice! 

Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 

O come, thou Root of Jesse, free thine own from Satan’s tyranny; from depths of hell 

thy people save and give them victory o’er the grave. Rejoice! Rejoice! 

Emmanuel shall come to thee O Israel. 

       Jane Kerr, Organist 

Welcome & Announcements 

Candle Lighting Liturgy      Andy, Katie & Serafina Clay 

Please join me in the responsive Candle lighting liturgy:   

The season of Advent reminds us that we live by hope. 

 We hope, with anticipation, for the coming of the Messiah… 



the promised one who comes from God to bring good news of salvation... 

 the expected one who will establish justice for all who are in need… 

the liberator who will free us from our estrangement. 

 For the Messiah will bring a new day for all God’s people.  

We await the day of salvation, of justice, of liberation.  

 We await the new day where all people will proclaim God’s goodness 

 and will know the fulfillment of God’s will for creation. 

We light this candle to remind us of the hope we have in Jesus Christ.  

 

Opening Hymn:     “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus” 

Come, thou long-expected Jesus, born to set thy people free; 

From our fears and sins release us; Let us find our rest in thee. 

Israel's strength and consolation, hope of all the earth thou art; 

Dear desire of every nation, joy of every longing heart. 

 

Born thy people to deliver, born a child and yet a king, 

Born to reign in us forever, now thy gracious kingdom bring. 

By thine own eternal Spirit, rule in all our hearts alone; 

By thine all-sufficient merit raise us to they glorious throne. 

 

Call to Confession                  (Liturgist) 

As we watch and wait and hope for the coming of the Lord, let us confess our 

sin, naming all that separates us from God and one another.  Let us pray  

together…. 

Prayer of Confession 

Lord, have mercy on us.  We are not ready for your coming.  We live in sin, as 

though there were no justice.  We live in fear, as though there were no grace.  

Forgive us, Lord.  Show us your mercy, envelope us in your love, stoke the 

flames of our hope.  Lead us in your truth, and teach us your ways, for you are 

the God of our salvation.   

Silent Confession 

 

 



Assurance of Pardon 

The reign of God has come near!  You are forgiven, so be filled with hope,  

believing in the power of the risen Christ to bring you to new life.   

 Alleluia!  Our hope is in Christ who forgives and renews us.  Amen.   

Passing the peace 

 May the peace of Christ be with you. 

  And also with you. 

Children’s Time 

 

Prayer for Illumination                    (Liturgist) 

Let us prepare our hearts to hear God’s Word by praying together the Prayer 

for Illumination:  

God of our salvation, there is wisdom, peace, hope and joy for those who 

keep your Word.  By the power of your Holy Spirit, lead us in your truth and 

teach us to do your will, for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord.   Amen. 

 

Scripture Reading: Jeremiah 33:14-16       

14 The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will fulfill the promise I 

made to the house of Israel and the house of Judah. 15 In those days and at 

that time I will cause a righteous Branch to spring up for David; and he shall  

execute justice and righteousness in the land. 16 In those days Judah will be 

saved and Jerusalem will live in safety. And this is the name by which it will be 

called: “The LORD is our righteousness.”  

    John 1:19-27 

19 This is the testimony given by John when the Jews sent priests and Levites 

from Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are you?” 20 He confessed and did not deny 

it, but confessed, “I am not the Messiah.” 21 And they asked him, “What then? 

Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you the prophet?” He answered, 

“No.” 22 Then they said to him, “Who are you?  Let us have an answer for those 

who sent us. What do you say about yourself?” 23 He said, 

“I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness, 

‘Make straight the way of the Lord,” 

as the prophet Isaiah said. 

 



24 Now they had been sent from the Pharisees. 25 They asked him, “Why then are 

you baptizing if you are neither the Messiah, nor Elijah, nor the  

prophet?” 26 John answered them, “I baptize with water. Among you stands one 

whom you do not know, 27 the one who is coming after me; I am not  

worthy to untie the thong of his sandal.” 

  This is the Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

 

Sermon     The Miracle of the Moment        Rev. Michelle Fincher 

 

Middle Hymn:     “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” 

O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel, 

That mourns in lonely exile here, until the Son of God appear:   

Rejoice, Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 

 

O come, thou Dayspring, come and cheer our spirits by thine advent here; 

Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, and death's dark shadows put to flight.   

Rejoice, Rejoice!  Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 

 

O come, Desire of nations bind all peoples in one heart and mind; 

Bid envy, strife and discord cease; Fill the whole world with heaven's peace. 

Rejoice, Rejoice!  Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 

 

Invitation to the Offering            (Liturgist) 

At just the right moment, God came to dwell among us, showing us who God is 

and depth of God’s love for us.  Grateful for God’s gift to us, we offer our gifts 

and our lives back to God that the work of Christ’s church may continue.  

Please pray with me the Prayer of Dedication… 

Prayer of Dedication 

Gracious God, thankful for all that you have given us, we bring our tithes,  

offerings, talents, and labor to help feed a world hungry for healing and hope; 

for the sake of Jesus Christ, Emmanuel, God with us.  Amen. 

 

 



 

Pastoral Prayer and the Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into  

temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 

and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

 

Closing Hymn:    “Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn” 

Awake!  Awake, and greet the new morn, for angels herald its dawning.   

Sing out your joy, for soon he is born, behold the Child of our longing. 

Come as a baby weak and poor, to bring all hearts together,  

He opens wide the heavenly door and lives now inside us forever.   

 

To us, to all in sorrow and fear, Emmanuel comes a -singing; 

His humble song is quiet and near, yet fills the earth with its ringing. 

Music to heal the broken soul and hymns of lovingkindness; 

The thunder of his anthem rolls to shatter all hatred and violence.   

 

Rejoice, rejoice, take heart in the night, though dark the winter and cheerless; 

The rising sun shall crown you with light; be strong and loving and fearless. 

Love be our song and love our prayer, and love our endless story; 

May God fill every day we share and bring us at last into glory. 

 

 

Benediction 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Postlude:  “Sleepers, Wake!” A Voice Astounds Us            Nicolai/Bach 

“Sleepers wake!” A voice astounds us; the shout of rampart guards surrounds us:  

“Awake, Jerusalem, arise!” 

Midnight’s peace their cry has broken, their urgent summons clearly spoken: 

“The time has come, O maidens wise! Rise up, and give us light; the Bridegroom is in sight. 

Alleluia! Your lamps prepare and hasten there, that you the wedding 

feast may share.” 

Lamb of God, the heavens adore you; let saints and angels sing before you, 

as harps and cymbals swell the sound. Twelve great pearls, the city’s portals: through 

them we stream to join the immortals as we with joy your throne surround. 

No eye has known the sight, no ear heard such delight: Alleluia! Therefore we sing  

to greet our King; forever let our praises ring. 

 

 

Today’s Worship Participants: 

Rev. Michelle Fincher, Jane Kerr, organist, Judy Viccellio, guitar, 

David Maley, piano, Andy Clay, liturgist, Andy, Katie, Serafina Clay, candle  

lighters, and Jon Jelsma, technology team  


