
  

  

  

  

 

 

  

  

 Online Worship Resources (Reformation Sunday, October 25, 2020)  

   BOLD TYPE IS SPOKEN BY THE CONGREGATION 

Prelude:             A MIGHTY FORTRESS IS OUR GOD        Martin Luther (1529) 

A mighty fortress is our God, a bulwark never failing. 

Our helper he, amid the flood of mortal ills prevailing. 

For still our ancient foe doth seek to work us woe. 

His craft and power are great, and armed with cruel hate, on earth is not his 

equal. 

And though this world, with devils filled, should threaten to undo us, 

we will not fear, for God hath willed his truth to triumph through us. 

The Prince of Darkness grim, we tremble not for him. His rage we can endure,  

for lo, his doom is sure. One little word shall fell him. 

     Jane Kerr, Organist 

 

Welcome & Announcements 

 

 



Call to Worship                Alice Miller, Liturgist 

Please join me in the responsive Call to Worship: 

Gracious God, we join in worship in a world that is not as we want it to be. 

 Our relationships are severed or strained by virus and disease, political  

 discord, phobias and isms and hatred. 

We come into this space for respite.  The stress, evils, and hardships of the 

world have manifested in our bodies and souls.  We are weary. 

 We seek healing and wholeness and connection.   

And so, we come to worship, as you call us in the midst of our chaos, to be 

your people, and minister to a hurting world. 

 As we gather together through technology, kindle the divine spirit that 

 sparkles and twinkles its unending love between and within us.  Pour out 

 your grace upon us as we, your worshiping people seek to love our  

 neighbor, do justice, and be present with you and with one another.   

Let us worship God! 

Opening Hymn:  “For the Beauty of the Earth” 

1 For the beauty of the earth,  

for the glory of the skies,  

for the love which from our birth  

over and around us lies: 

Refrain:  

Christ, our Lord, to you we raise  

this, our hymn of grateful praise.  

2 For the wonder of each hour  

of the day and of the night,  

hill and vale, and tree and flower,  

sun and moon, and stars of light: [Refrain ] 

 

3 For the joy of human love,  

brother, sister, parent, child,  

friends on earth, and friends above,  

for all gentle thoughts and mild: [Refrain]  

 

4 For yourself, best gift divine,  

to the world so freely given;   

agent of God's grand design,  

peace on earth and joy in heaven:  [Refrain] 



Call to Confession                (Liturgist) 

In our broken and fragmented world, we get swept up too easily and forget 

our calling.  Let us confess our brokenness and turn to God for the promise of 

forgiveness and restoration.  Let us pray…. 

Prayer of Confession 

Gracious God, we say we seek oneness with you but fail to accept and love 

our neighbors.  We say we care for all, but in reality, there are limits to our  

caring and our willingness to take risks for love.  Jesus calls us to love our 

neighbor as ourselves, but it is a hard calling as we cherry pick our neighbors 

who we deem worthy of love.  Open our hearts that we might sit among the 

tax collectors of our time and others rejected by our world.  Forgive us, O 

God, for not seeing the image of God in all people.  Re-ignite our love and 

commitment to your hard calling and enable us this week to embrace your 

vision for the world as we seek to be followers of Jesus and representatives of 

your Kingdom.  Through Christ we pray.  Amen. 

Silent Confession 

Assurance of Pardon         (Pastor) 

Friends, God knows it is hard.  God knows that you want to live as Jesus 

taught.  God also knows it’s scary and intimidating and sometimes confusing 

to do so.  God will keep challenging us and holding us and loving us when we 

make the next mistake.  God promises to stay with us, to never give up on us, 

because you, we, are God’s beloved.  Friends, believe and live into that 

good news! 

    Alleluia!  Amen!   

 

Passing the Peace 

 May the peace of Christ be with you. 

  And also with you. 

 

Children’s Time            Jenny Cudahy 

 



Prayer for Illumination                    (Liturgist) 

Let us prepare our ears, our hearts and our minds to listen for God’s Word by 

praying together the Prayer for Illumination: 

Lord...your word is often a mystery to us...words written long ago to a people of 

a different time and place.  But through your Spirit, your Word continues to 

speak to us and have relevance in our day and time.  We pray for open ears, 

hearts and minds that your Spirit may speak to us yet again.  Amen.   

Scripture Lessons:  Old Testament:  Leviticus 19:1-2, 15-18  

1 The LORD spoke to Moses, saying: 

2 Speak to all the congregation of the people of Israel and say to them: You 

shall be holy, for I the LORD your God am holy. 

15 You shall not render an unjust judgment; you shall not be partial to the poor 

or defer to the great:  with justice you shall judge your neighbor. 16 You shall not 

go around as a slanderer among your people, and you shall not profit by the 

blood of your neighbor:  I am the LORD. 

17 You shall not hate in your heart anyone of your kin; you shall reprove your 

neighbor, or you will incur guilt yourself. 18 You shall not take vengeance or 

bear a grudge against any of your people, but you shall love your neighbor as 

yourself:  I am the LORD. 

New Testament: Matthew 22:34-46  

34 When the Pharisees heard that he had silenced the Sadducees, they  

gathered together, 35 and one of them, a lawyer, asked him a question to test 

him. 36 “Teacher, which commandment in the law is the greatest?” 37 He said to 

him, “‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your 

soul, and with all your mind.’ 38 This is the greatest and first command-

ment. 39 And a second is like it: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ 40 On 

these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.” 

41 Now while the Pharisees were gathered together, Jesus asked them this 

question: 42 “What do you think of the Messiah? Whose son is he?” They said to 

him, “The son of David.” 43 He said to them, “How is it then that David by the 

Spirit calls him Lord, saying, 

44 The Lord said to my Lord, 

“Sit at my right hand, until I put your enemies under your feet?” 

 

 



45 If David thus calls him Lord, how can he be his son?” 46 No one was able to 

give him an answer, nor from that day did anyone dare to ask him any more 

questions. 

  This is the Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

Sermon:    Who is Your Neighbor/ 2020?    Rev. Gene Kendall, Jr.  

 

Hymn after Sermon:  “If We Claim to Love our Neighbor”  Andrew Platt/ 

        Stainer & Bell Ltd, London, England 

If we claim to love our neighbor 

while the hungry queue for food, 

are we prey to self deception? 

Is perception quite so crude? 

 

If we sit beside our neighbours, 

begging for the things they need, 

we might share their own injustice 

in a world that thrives on greed. 

 

If we punish those with nothing, 

blaming them for where they stand, 

Is this love of friend or neighbour, 

do we still not understand? 

 

Love of neighbour is not easy, 

cuts us till we feel the pain,  

sharing hurt that they are feeling   

till they find new life again. 

 

Love of neighbour sets us squarely 

in the place where they now sit, 

till the richness God has given  

builds a pearl around the grit; 

 

Hymn continues on next page  

 



till each person shares the comfort 

of the love of which we preach, 

till we live as fact the Gospel: 

none can be beyond love’s reach.  

Pastoral Prayer and the Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed by thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and 

forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever.  Amen.   

 

Benediction: 

Please join me in the responsive benediction: 
 

You heal. 

And want us to do the same. 

You love. 

And expect us to love. 

You give us authority. 

And send us out. 

You tell us, “Be vulnerable, be authentic.”   

And remind us it is risky. 

You tell us, “Go.  Do the work.” 

And accept not everyone or everyplace is ready. 

Give us strength and willingness to love our neighbor,  

Strengthen our resolve to love and act. 

Supply us with your wisdom, 

That we know when to stay or go.   

Make your presence known, 

guide our steps 

assuring our journey  

is an extension of you.   

Amen. 

 

Postlude:   Toccata in D Minor  (piano and organ)               J. S. Bach 

“God’s truth abideth still. His kingdom is forever.” 

 



 

Today’s Worship Participants: 

Rev. Gene Kendall Jr., Parish Associate, Jane Kerr, organist,  

David Maley, piano, Alice Miller, liturgist, Jenny Cudahy, Children’s time, and  

Gene Kendall, technology team 

 


