
  Online Worship Resource (Sunday, January 15, 2023) 

       BOLD TYPE IS SPOKEN BY THE CONGREGATION  

Prelude:    Deep River                    African American Spiritual 

Deep River. My home is over Jordan. Deep River, Lord I wanna cross over  

into campground. Oh don’t you want to go, to that gospel feast, that  

promised land where all is peace? Walk into heaven and take my seat and 

cast my crown at Jesus feet.  

Deep River. My home is over Jordan. Deep River, Lord I wanna cross over  

into campground. 

Jane Kerr, Organist   

Welcome and Announcements 

 

Call to Worship:                      Barbara Allen, Liturgist 

Please stand as you are led and join me in our responsive Call to Worship:  

Give to the Lord the glory due God’s name. 

 Worship the Lord in holy splendor. 

The voice of the Lord is over the waters. 

 The God of glory thunders over mighty waters. 

The voice of the Lord is powerful. 

 The voice of the Lord is full of majesty. 

 Let us lift our voices in praise to the God of glory, strength and peace. 



Opening Hymn:  "Creator of Mountains" 

Creator of mountains, of glaciers and streams, 

Great Splasher of fountains and Dreamer of dreams, 

We gather in wonder and praise for your grace. 

Responding, we ponder our work in this place. 

 

Creator of peoples and races and tribes,  

Not bound by church steeples or what myth describes, 

We celebrate now our diversity here, 

In penitence vow to accept and not fear. 

 

Created for caring for all human need, 

We seek to be daring in thought and in deed. 

Turn us from all strife that demeans or divides. 

Reform us for life that empowers and abides. 

 

Great God, now we come, our hearts grateful for days 

When faith, like a drumbeat, keeps steady our praise; 

In song and rejoicing hopes stir and arise, 

Our spirits now voicing their hymns to the skies. 

Call to Confession             (Liturgist) 

With assurance that the One who loves us already knows the confessions of 

our hearts and is ready to forgive, let us name what separates us from God 

and each other.  Let us pray. . . 

Prayer of Confession 

God of all glory, you look from heaven and see us as we are-- not worthy to 

kneel at your feet and not ready to welcome your way.  Forgive us, gracious 

God, for making you after our own image; for keeping you small enough that 

we can cling to the status quo, to what keeps us comfortable and never asks 

us to change.  In Christ, stoop down to redeem us from our foolishness.   

Loosen the ties that bind us to sin and set us free to love and serve you, for 

the sake of Christ, we pray.  

Silent Confession 



Assurance of Pardon 

God knows the hearts of those who seek to be reconciled to God.  By grace 

you have been saved, and in Jesus’ name you are forgiven. 

 God strengthens us with freedom and peace, through the power of the 

 Holy Spirit.  Thanks be to God!  Amen. 

 

Response:             "In My Life"  

In my life, Lord, be glorified; be glorified.  In my life, Lord, be glorified today. 

In your church, Lord, be glorified; be glorified.   In your church, Lord, be  

glorified today. 

 

Passing of the Peace 

 May the Peace of Christ be with you all. 

  And also with you. 

Time with Children 

 

Prayer for Illumination                         (Liturgist) 

Let us prepare our hearts to hear God’s Word by praying together the prayer 

for Illumination: 

God who still speaks, as these words from Scripture are read, may it be to us 

as if the heavens are declaring your glory and proclaiming your truth.   

Inscribe these holy words on our hearts, that we may enlarge our  

understanding of you and follow you in faith and joy.  Amen.   

Scripture Reading    Psalm 29  

 1 Ascribe to the LORD, O heavenly beings, 

    ascribe to the LORD glory and strength. 

2 Ascribe to the LORD the glory of his name; 

    worship the LORD in holy splendour. 

 3 The voice of the LORD is over the waters; 

     the God of glory thunders, 

     the LORD, over mighty waters. 

 4 The voice of the LORD is powerful; 

     the voice of the LORD is full of majesty. 



 5 The voice of the LORD breaks the cedars; 

    the LORD breaks the cedars of Lebanon. 

 6 He makes Lebanon skip like a calf, 

    and Sirion like a young wild ox. 

 

 7 The voice of the LORD flashes forth flames of fire. 

 8 The voice of the LORD shakes the wilderness; 

    the LORD shakes the wilderness of Kadesh. 

 9 The voice of the LORD causes the oaks to whirl,[b] 

    and strips the forest bare; 

    and in his temple all say, ‘Glory!’ 

 10 The LORD sits enthroned over the flood; 

    the LORD sits enthroned as king for ever. 

 11 May the LORD give strength to his people! 

    May the LORD bless his people with peace! 

  This is the Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

 

Sermon    A Category 5 God       Rev. Michelle Fincher 

 

Hymn after Sermon:     "God of Great and God of Small" 

God of great and God of small, God of one and God of all, 

God of weak and God of strong, God to whom all things belong, 

Alleluia, Alleluia, praise be to your name. 

 

God of land and sky and sea, God of life and destiny, 

God of never-ending power, yet beside me every hour. 

Alleluia, Alleluia, praise be to your name. 

 

God of silence, God of sound, God by whom the lost are found, 

God of day and darkest night, God whose love turns wrong to right, 

Alleluia, Alleluia, praise be to your name. 

God of heaven and God of earth, God of death and God of birth, 

God of now and days before, God who reigns forevermore, 

Alleluia, Alleluia, praise be to your name. 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=psalm+29&version=NRSVA#fen-NRSVA-14318b


Call to offering                         (Liturgist) 

God gives us new life, strengthening us and pouring out peace upon us.  In 

gratitude for these gifts, let us give back a portion of what has been shared 

with us, that God’s name may be glorified in our lives and in our church.   

Offering plates are available at the front and back of the sanctuary for your 

convenience.  Let us pray together. . .  

Prayer for Dedication 

Great and mighty God, we praise you with our tithes, with our offerings, and 

with our lives.  May these gifts be used and multiplied to bring about your 

realm of justice, love and peace.  For the sake of Christ, we pray.  Amen. 

 

Prayers of the People and The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into  

temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 

and the glory, forever.  Amen.   

 

Closing Hymn:    "Lift Every Voice and Sing” 

 

Lift every voice and sing till earth and heaven ring, Ring with the harmonies of 

liberty. 

Let our rejoicing rise high as the listening skies; Let it resound loud as the rolling 

sea. 

Sing a song full of the faith that the dark past has taught us; 

Sing a song full of the hope that the present has brought us. 

Facing the rising sun of our new day begun, Let us march on, till victory is 

won. 

 

God of our weary years, God of our silent tears, Thou who hast brought us 

thus far on the way; 

Thou who hast by thy might led us into the light, Keep us forever in the path, 

we pray. 

 



Lest our feet stray from the places, our God, where we met Thee; 

Lest, our hearts drunk with the wine of the world, we forget Thee; 

Shadowed beneath thy hand, may we forever stand, True to our God, true to 

our native land. 

 

Benediction 

 

Postlude:  :                            We Shall Overcome         African American Spiritual 

We shall overcome…. 

We’ll walk hand in hand…. 

We shall live in peace…. 

We are not afraid today…. 

God will see us through today. 

 

 

 

Today’s Worship Participants: 

Rev. Michelle Fincher, Jane Kerr, organist, Judy Viccellio, Director of Music,  

Barbara Allen, liturgist, and Whitney Roberts Patlan, technology team 

 

 

 


