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RE:  ​ 2026-27 Budget Summary & Mission Support 

FROM: ​ The Rev. Jeff R. Johnson, Bishop 
​ Simon Wong, Synod Vice President 
​ Scott Taylor, Synod Treasurer 

 

“...lead a life worthy of the calling to which you have been called... making every effort to 
maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace... from whom the whole body, joined 
and knit together by every ligament with which it is equipped, promotes the body’s 
growth in building itself up in love.” 

Ephesians 4:1–16 

Siblings in Christ, 

Grace and peace to you in this season of gratitude and preparation. 

Please find attached a summary of the proposed Synod Budget for 2026. We will be discussing it 
together at our online Budget Hearings on October 29 and at Synod Assembly on November 1. We 
hope you will join us for these times of discernment, accountability, and shared mission. 

In our August Letter, we shared the good news that we are well on our way to repairing—and 
even wiping out—the structural deficit that has long burdened our synod. Our third-quarter 
numbers continue to be strong, and we are forecasting a more stable and sustainable year 
ahead. 

Two things make this possible: your congregation’s Mission Support and the dedicated work of 
our Investment Team, who are expertly stewarding the resources entrusted to us for ministry 
today and for generations to come. 

As you prepare your congregation’s budget for the coming year, I invite you to hold fast to 
Mission Support. It is not a tax or membership fee, but an intentional act of faith and 
generosity—a visible expression of our trust that God provides more than enough for all. Our 
shared witness as the Sierra Pacific Synod depends on this sustained practice of giving to what 
we do together. 

 
Sierra Pacific Synod | Mail: P.O. Box 119, Berkeley, CA 94701 | Office: 2000 Center Street, Berkeley, CA 94704 

https://files.constantcontact.com/9d110f6a001/4b276530-88f7-4aa5-951a-5962801e1983.pdf


“On the Way of Jesus – Together” |  Page 2 
 
 

We are not a loose association of independent congregations, but a community bound in 
covenant—an interdependent movement joined in shared mission, mutual care, and 
accountability because we are connected to Jesus Christ.  

There are so many things we do better together: 

●​ Together, we encourage disciples and train leaders—lay and rostered—to more boldly 
proclaim the gospel. 

●​ Together, we create resilience and solidarity in the face of human and natural disasters. 
●​ Together, we plan and prepare creatively for what lies ahead. 
●​ Together, we nurture youth/young adults in camps, gatherings, and campus ministry. 
●​ Together, we accompany our global companions and learn from their witness. 
●​ Together, we safeguard ministries and teach good boundaries. 
●​ Together, we steward assets and tend legacies for the whole body of Christ and so that 

there will be enough for those who come after us. 

Together, we insist on God’s unconditional love and unmerited grace. And for anyone uncertain 
about the headwinds we face in proclaiming that love, I invite you to listen to Russ Douthat’s 
recent New York Times interview with Christian nationalist pastor Doug Wilson: “He Believes 
America Should Be a Theocracy — Doug Wilson’s Political Project to ‘Stop Making God Angry.’” 

In these times of rapid change and deep division, to remain together is itself an act of courage 
and faith—a living witness to unity over separation, trust over fear, and shared calling over 
self-interest. On the way of Jesus, together, we find our strength not in independence, but in 
interdependence and in the holy connections that bind us together as we learn to love. 

We walk the way of Jesus—together as one church—equipping, supporting, and holding one 
another accountable for the sake of the Gospel.  

This is the work before us, in response to God’s unconditional love: 
●​ to create new ways to connect; 
●​ to champion reconciliation; 
●​ to build resilience; 
●​ to raise up leaders with courage and capacity; 
●​ to repair what has been broken and promote equity; and 
●​ to steward our gifts and resources with the future in mind. 

Thank you for your leadership, your generosity, and your faithfulness. We are building 
something together—a church that is resilient, responsive, and ready to walk boldly into God’s 
future. 

With deep gratitude for your ministry and partnership on the way of Jesus—Together. 

https://www.nytimes.com/2025/10/09/opinion/doug-wilson-america-religion-theocracy.html?unlocked_article_code=1.sk8.84f5.fhbbBnnPann7&smid=url-share
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