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International Development Institute Hosts Accessible Tourism 
Conference in Nepal, March 2018 

International Development Institute (IDI) is currently a 

resident company at the CBP Business Incubation Center in 

Springfield, VA. They provide training to enhance capacities of 

public and private sector officials in the Asia, Middle East and 

North Africa Regions.  

Founder Parashu Nepal and Executive Director Suman R. 

Timsina, co-hosted a landmark three-day conference designed 

to bring together international best practices in inclusive 

tourism for seniors and travellers with disabilities.  Held at 

Hotel Shangri-La in Pokhara (Nepal) in March 2018, the 

conference focused on improved tourism infrastructure, 

facilities, and services and provides new opportunities for 

people with mobility challenges for employment to be able 

to experience Nepal’s tourism wonders. Over 150 

participants attended the conference. Nepal Tourism Board 

and International Development Institute (IDI) in support of 

Soarway Foundation, Four Seasons Travel and Tours, National Federation of Disabled Nepal, Center 

jointly hosted it for Independent Living, UNDP Nepal and CBM.  

The preconference session was held at the Hotel Radisson in Kathmandu (Nepal) on March 25, 2018. 

Mark Inglis, a renowned mountaineer and a motivational speaker from New Zealand was a speaker. In 

2006, Inglis became the world’s First Double Amputee to summit Mt. Everest. Inglis spoke of his 

extensive mountaineering experience and the challenges he has had to overcome after he lost both feet 

due to frostbite after being stuck on Mt. Cook for 13 days in 1982. Inglis emphasized that he did not 

consider his disability as an adversity limiting what he can achieve, but rather as an opportunity to live a 

new life. 

The conference in Pokhara kicked off with a panel led by former US Ambassador to Nepal Mr. Scott 

DeLisi. Participants heard from Renaud Meyer, UNDP Country Director, Deepak Joshi, CEO of Nepal 

Tourism Board, Mr Shaurav Sharma, Senior Program Manager of CBM and Mr M. Keivom, First Secretary 

of Indian Embassy, Head of Education Wing and Suman Timsina, co-chair of the conference. Theyo 

discussed the alignment of accessible tourism with the Sustainable Development Goals. Inclusive 

tourism was identified as both a human rights issue and an opportunity for economic development in 

Nepal. 

The conference will concluded with the inauguration of Nepal’s very first accessible trekking trail. The 

trail is 1.24km in length and has been modified for wheelchair users, senior citizens and walkers with 



mobility limitations. The trail offers a panoramic view of Mt. Dhaulagiri and across Mt. Annapurna to Mt. 

Manaslu.  


