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We go with Good News, teaching, serving,  
and sharing Christ with our neighbors. 

 

“Whoever does not bear his own cross and come  
after Me cannot be My disciple.” 

-Luke 14:27 

9am Sunday  
Discussion Group 

(Bethlehem Resource 
Center) 

 

9:30am Fellowship 
(Fellowship Hall) 

 

10:10am Worship 
(Sanctuary) 

 
11:30am Racial 

Reconciliation PALS 
(Bethlehem Resource 

Center) 
 
 
 

www.gracedurham.org 
 

Copies of the week’s  
announcements are 

located in the Narthex. 
 

If you’d like to receive our 
eNews via email,  

please contact 
office@gracedurham.org 
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If you are a first time visitor, welcome! We’re glad you’re here! 
We encourage you to review our Statement of Communion on page 15.  

If you have any questions, please take a moment to speak with Pastor Brooks  
or one of our ushers. 

 

Please fill out a guest card in the pew racks and tell us about yourself.  
If you have any questions, please ask an usher or any friendly face you see. 

  

We welcome children in worship services.  
Age-appropriate activity bags are located in the Narthex.  

 

Christ Jesus Has Paid the Cost of Discipleship for You 

A disciple of Jesus Christ will “bear his own cross” (Luke 14:27) and follow the Lord 
through death into life. Discipleship is costly because it crucifies the old man with  
“all that he has” (Luke 14:33), in order to raise up the new man in Christ.  
The disciple disavows “his own father and mother and wife and children and brothers 
and sisters, yes, and even his own life” (Luke 14:26), in deference to Christ.  
That way of the cross is impossible, except that Christ Jesus has already paid the cost. 
His cross is set before you as “life and good, death and evil” (Deut. 30:15).  
Taking up His cross is to “choose life, that you and your offspring may live, loving the 
LORD your God, obeying his voice and holding fast to him” (Deut. 30:19–20).  
To live that life in Christ is also to bear His cross in love, “that your goodness might 
not be by compulsion but of your own accord” (Philemon 14). 



 

  3 

Prelude  
 

 

The congregation is asked to join in with the bold-faced text. 

Confession and Absolution  

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, Who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins 

and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. (1 John 1:8) 

 
Silence is provided for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

In this time, you may present to God any particular issue that is  

weighing on your heart or stealing your peace. If you are particularly troubled,  

you are welcome to seek private confession with the Pastor. 

 
P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father, 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean.  

We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 

done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our  

whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve 

Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, 

have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight  

in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 
P Almighty God in His Mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 

forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by  

His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father  

and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.  (John 20:19-23) 

C Amen. 
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Kyrie —  (WOV 602) 

Opening Hymn —  O Worship the King (LSB 804) 

Text: Robert Grant 
Tune: William Croft 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 

 

 

5 Frail children of dust and feeble as frail, 
In Thee do we trust, nor find Thee to fail. 
Thy mercies, how tender, how firm to the 
end, our maker, defender,  

           redeemer, and friend! 

 6    O measureless Might, ineffable Love, 
       While angels delight to hymn Thee above, 
       Thy humbler creation, though feeble their  
       lays, with true adoration 
       shall sing to Thy praise. 
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 Gloria in Excelsis 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

6   

THE OLD TESTAMENT LESSON                            Deuteronomy 30:15–20 (pg. 172) 
 The Old Testament Lesson is from the 30th Chapter of Deuteronomy.  

Salutation and Collect for the Day 
 

P   The Lord be with you.      
C   And also with you. 
 
 

P   Let us pray . . .  
O merciful Lord, You did not spare Your only Son but delivered Him up for us 
all. Grant us courage and strength to take up the cross and follow Him, Who 
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 C    Amen. 

 

 

15“See, I have set before you today life  
and good, death and evil.  
16If you obey the commandments of the 
Lord your God that I command you today, 
by loving the Lord your God, by walking  
in His ways, and by keeping His  
commandments and His statutes and  
His rules, then you shall live and multiply, 
and the Lord your God will bless you in  
the land that you are entering to take 
possession of it. 17But if your heart turns 
away, and you will not hear, but are 
drawn away to worship other gods and 
serve them, 18I declare to you today,  

that you shall surely perish. You shall not 
live long in the land that you are going 
over the Jordan to enter and possess.  
19I call heaven and earth to witness  
against you today, that I have set before 
you life and death, blessing and curse. 
Therefore choose life, that you and your 
offspring may live, 20loving the Lord your 
God, obeying His voice and holding fast to 
Him, for He is your life and length of days, 
that you may dwell in the land that the 
Lord swore to your fathers, to Abraham, 
to Isaac, and to Jacob, to give them.” 

      L   This is the Word of the Lord.         
     C    Thanks be to God. 
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Text: Psalm 1; Text and Music: Davis Haas. Reprinted / Streamed with Permission under One License #A-701734.  

PSALM 1 – Happy Are They  (Gather Comp. 18) 

Congregation sings refrain 

1    Happy are they who do not seek  
      to walk the way of those who sin,  
      but delight in the law of our Lord.  
      Happy, happy are they. Refrain 
 
2    Like a tree planted near water,  
      there it blooms, like our God,  
      whose leaves will not fade,  
      but remain.  
      Happy, happy are they. Refrain 
 
 

3     The wicked, the lawless, who,  
       like the chaff,  
       our God, like wind, will drive away.  
       God will keep watch for the just.  
       Happy, happy are they.  Refrain 
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THE EPISTLE LESSON                                     Philemon 1–21 (Pew Bible, pg. 1000) 
 

The Epistle Lesson is from the Book of Philemon. 

1Paul, a prisoner for Christ Jesus, and 
Timothy our brother, 
To Philemon our beloved fellow worker 
2and Apphia our sister and Archippus  
our fellow soldier, and the church in  
your house: 
3Grace to you and peace from God our 
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
4I thank my God always when I remember 
you in my prayers, 5because I hear of your 
love and of the faith that you have toward 
the Lord Jesus and all the saints,  
6and I pray that the sharing of your faith 
may become effective for the full 
knowledge of every good thing that is  
in us for the sake of Christ.  
7For I have derived much joy and  
comfort from your love, my brother, 
because the hearts of the saints have  
been refreshed through you. 
8Accordingly, though I am bold enough in 
Christ to command you to do what is 
required, 9yet for love’s sake I prefer to 
appeal to you—I, Paul, an old man and 
now a prisoner also for Christ Jesus—  
10I appeal to you for my child,  
Onesimus, whose father I became in  
my imprisonment.  
 

11(Formerly he was useless to you, but 
now he is indeed useful to you and to me.) 
12I am sending him back to you, sending 
my very heart. 13I would have been glad to 
keep him with me, in order that he might 
serve me on your behalf during my 
imprisonment for the gospel, 14but I 
preferred to do nothing without your 
consent in order that your goodness  
might not be by compulsion but of your 
own free will. 15For this perhaps is why he 
was parted from you for a while, that you 
might have him back forever,  
16no longer as a slave but more than a 
slave, as a beloved brother—especially to 
me, but how much more to you, both in 
the flesh and in the Lord. 
17So if you consider me your partner, 
receive him as you would receive me.  
18If he has wronged you at all, or owes  
you anything, charge that to my account. 
19I, Paul, write this with my own hand: I 
will repay it—to say nothing of your owing 
me even your own self. 20Yes, brother, I 
want some benefit from you in the Lord. 
Refresh my heart in Christ. 
21Confident of your obedience, I write to 
you, knowing that you will do even more 
than I say. 

    L   This is the Word of the Lord.       
       C    Thanks be to God. 
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HOLY GOSPEL                             Luke 14:25–35 (Pew Bible, pg. 874)  
 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 14th Chapter. 
C   Glory to You, O Lord. 

25Now great crowds accompanied [Jesus], 
and He turned and said to them,  
26“If anyone comes to Me and does  
not hate his own father and mother  
and wife and children and brothers  
and sisters, yes, and even his own life,  
he cannot be My disciple.  
27Whoever does not bear his own cross 
and come after Me cannot be My disciple. 
28For which of you, desiring to build a 
tower, does not first sit down and count 
the cost, whether he has enough to 
complete it? 29Otherwise, when he has 
laid a foundation and is not able to finish, 
all who see it begin to mock him,  
30saying, ‘This man began to build and was 

not able to finish.’ 31Or what king, going 
out to encounter another king in war,  
will not sit down first and deliberate 
whether he is able with ten thousand to 
meet him who comes against him with 
twenty thousand? 32And if not, while the 
other is yet a great way off, he sends a 
delegation and asks for terms of peace. 
33So therefore, any one of you who does 
not renounce all that he has cannot be  
My disciple. 
34“Salt is good, but if salt has lost its  
taste, how shall its saltiness be restored? 
35It is of no use either for the soil or for the 
manure pile. It is thrown away.  
He who has ears to hear, let him hear.” 

    P     This is the Gospel of the Lord.     
     C    Praise to You, O Christ. 

Alleluia and Verse 
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Hymn of the Day — How Clear Is Our Vocation, Lord (LSB 853) 

Sermon—The Rev. Dr. David H. Brooks  

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
Text: Fred Pratt Green, 1903–2000 
Tune: C. Hubert H. Parry, 1848–1918 
Text: © 1982 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004227 
Tune: Public domain 

 



 

  11 

Apostles’ Creed  (spoken in unison) 
 
 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.  
 And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
 born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
 was crucified, died and was buried. 
  

He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead.  
 He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.  
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
 the holy catholic  Church†, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  
 the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  
 Amen.  
 
      † meaning the whole Church as it confesses the wholeness of the Christian doctrine 

 

Prayers of the Church 
 
 

P  Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus,  
       and for all people     
       according to their needs. . .  

 
After each prayer, the congregation responds: 

 
P   Lord in Your mercy, 
C   Hear our prayer. 

 
P   Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your     
     mercy, through Your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.     
C   Amen. 
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Sharing of the Peace 

 
Following the prayers, the people may greet one another in the name of the Lord,  
with the ‘hand wave of peace’, as a sign of reconciliation and of the unity of the  
Spirit in the bond of peace (Matthew 5:22–24; Ephesians 4:1–3). 
 

 
Offertory Music — I Will Arise  (arr. Hodge) 

 
Offertory  
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P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 
 

 

 
 

P  It is truly good, right, and salutary … and with all the company of heaven  
 we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and singing:  

Service of the Sacrament  
 
Preface 

   P  The Lord be with you.                       P   Lift up your hearts. 
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Eucharistic Prayer 
 

P Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father: Endless is Your mercy and eternal  
 Your reign. You have filled all creation with light and life; heaven and earth are 
 full of Your glory. Through Abraham You promised to bless all nations.  
 You rescued Israel, Your chosen people. Through the prophets You renewed 
 Your promise; and, at this end of all the ages, You sent Your Son,  
 Who in words and deeds proclaimed Your kingdom and was obedient to  
 Your will, even to giving His life. 
C   Amen.  
 
 
 

The Words of Institution 
 

P  Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed… 
 
 

P  Remembering, therefore, His death, resurrection, and ascension,  
  we await His coming in glory. Pour out upon us the Spirit of Your love, O Lord, 
  and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food,  
  the true body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord;  
  to Whom, with You and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory,  
  now and forever. 
C  Amen. 
 
 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
 

C    Our Father Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,  
  Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;  
  give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses  

as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For Thine is the kingdom and the power  

  and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
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Agnus Dei 

 

 

 

 
 

Holy Communion 
 
Receiving Holy Communion 
 

As Lutheran Christians, we believe, teach, and confess that Jesus Christ gives us His own 
true Body and Blood via the bread and wine of the Lord’s Supper (1 Cor. 10:16).  
We trust His promise that this Supper is for the forgiveness of our sins, the increase of  
our faith, and the strengthening of our life as the Church. Baptized Christians who share 
our confession, repent of their sins, and seek the Lord’s blessing are welcome to receive.  
First time guests are kindly asked to speak to our pastor or an usher before receiving 
communion. Those not communing are welcome to come forward to receive a blessing. 
 

[For silent prayer before communing] 
Dear Savior, at Your gracious invitation I come to Your table to eat and drink Your  
holy body and blood. Let me find favor in Your eyes to receive this Holy Sacrament in  
faith for the salvation of my soul and to the glory of Your holy name; for You live and   
reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

[For silent prayer after receiving the Sacrament] 
Almighty and everlasting God, I thank and praise You for feeding me the life-giving 
body and blood of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ. Send Your Holy Spirit that, having  
With my mouth received the holy Sacrament, I may by faith obtain and eternally  
enjoy Your divine grace, the forgiveness of sins, unity with Christ, and life eternal;  
through Jesus Christ, my Lord. Amen. 
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Distribution Hymn —  O Savior, Rend the Heavens Wide (LSB 355) 

 

 

 

 
 

5 O Morning Star, O radiant Sun,      7     There shall we all our praises bring 
When will our hearts behold Your dawn?           And sing to You, our Savior King; 
O Sun, arise; without Your light            There shall we laud You and adore 
We grope in gloom and dark of night.           Forever and forevermore. 

 
6 Sin’s dreadful doom upon us lies; 

Grim death looms fierce before our eyes. 
O come, lead us with mighty hand 
From exile to our promised land. 

 
Text: Friedrich von Spee, 1591–1635; tr. Martin L. Seltz, 1909–67, alt. 
Tune: Rheinfelssisch Deutsches Catholisches Gesangbuch, 1666, Augsburg 
Text: © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004227 
Tune: Public domain 
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Distribution Hymn —  When Peace, like a River (LSB 763) 

 

 

 

 
 
Text: Horatio G. Spafford, 1828–88, alt., Tune: Philip P. Bliss, 1838–76, Text and tune: Public domain 
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Benediction 
 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look upon you with favor and T  give you peace. 
 

C Amen. 

Post-Communion Collect 
 

P    Let us pray. 
 Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a foretaste of the  
 promised feast in the Holy Supper. Keep us firm in the true faith throughout  
 the days of our pilgrimage that, on the day of the Lord’s approach, we may,  
 with all Your saints, celebrate the marriage feast of the Lamb in His Kingdom  
 that has no end; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, Who lives and reigns 
 with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C   Amen. 

Thank the Lord 
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Closing Hymn —  All Glory, Laud, and Honor (LSB 442)  

Dismissal 
 

P     Where do you go? 

 C     Into the world! Christ sends us that we may tell the Good News of the  
               Kingdom of God. 
  P     Then go in peace; rejoice in God; love one another.  

 C     In the name of Christ! Amen.  

 
Postlude  

 

 

 

 
 
 
Text: Theodulf of Orléans, c. 762–821; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–66, alt. 
Tune: Melchior Teschner, 1584–1635, alt. 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Cover: Gill, Eric, 1882-1940. Helping Christ Carry the Cross, from Art in the Christian Tradition, a project of the Vanderbilt 
Divinity Library, Nashville, TN. https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=58990  
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824 N Buchanan Blvd, Durham, NC 27701  
www.gracedurham.org  

office@gracedurham.org  
919.682.6030 

Call In - Audio Only:  
309-205-3325, 312-626-

6799, 305-224-1968 
 

Meeting ID: 847 8043 7557 

  

Passcode: 9196826030 

Scan the QR code above or 
visit 

www.gracedurham.org/
livestream-channel  

 

Grace Generous Giving  
Quick Response (QR) Code, 

provides a simple and secure 
method of giving.  

Hover over the QR code with 
your phone camera and it 
will take you to our giving 
page to make a donation. Acknowledgments: Divine Service, Setting One from Lutheran Service Book. Unless otherwise indicated,  Scripture 

quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®),  copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a 
publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission.  

All rights reserved.  Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2023 Concordia Publishing House. 

 

     Saturday, Sept. 13 - Grace Farmers Market (1pm-4pm) 
     Sunday, Sept. 14 - Deaconess Anna Voelker Commissioning  
                                      and Installation (10:10am)  

Join us for a reception following the service. 
 

Visit our website at gracedurham.org/news for the full  
calendar of events and small group (PALS) meetings. 

Musician 
Erin Hodge, 

organist 
 

Ushers 
 Dave Pittman 
Tom McGill, 

Acolyte 
 

Reader 
Kent Silvernail 

 

Communion 
Assistant  

Gary Stuhlmiller 
 

Greeter 
     Kathy Pittman 

    Altar Guild              
John Kolba, setup 
 Frank Oruwari, 
       clean up  
 

 A/V Operator 
   Barb Tippin 

 
 

http://www.gracedurham.org
mailto:office@gracedurham.org
http://www.gracedurham.org/livestream-channel
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