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Welcome to Grace Lutheran Church!
‘I came that they may have life and have it abundantly.” -John 10:10

Worshiping with us for the first time?

Welcome, and thank you for joining us for Christmas Eve worship at
Grace Lutheran Church. We are grateful you chose to share this Holy night with us.
If you are visiting with us today, we invite you to take a moment to share your name
and contact information below. This helps us thank you personally for being here and,
if you wish, to stay connected with you in the days ahead.
We are glad you are here, and we pray this service has been a meaningful celebration
of Christ’s birth for you and your loved ones.

We welcome children in worship services.
Age-appropriate activity bags are located in the Narthex.

AS WE GATHER

L
*

In winter’s deepest night, we welcome the light of the Christ Child.
Isaiah declares that the light of the long-promised King will illumine the world
and bring endless peace and justice.

Paul reminds us that the grace of God through Jesus Christ brings salvation to all
people. The angels declare that Jesus’ birth is good and joyful news for everyone,
including lowly shepherds. Filled with the light that shines in our lives,
we go forth to share the light of Christ with the whole world.



T = Please stand as you are able.
The congregation is asked to join in with the bold-faced text.

PRELUDE

CHRISTMAS PROCLAMATION

T OPENING HYMN — Once in Royal David’s City (LSB 376) Verses 1-2, 4-5
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1 Once in roy - al Da - vid’s cit -y Stood a
2 He came down to earth from  heav - en, Who is
4 And our eyes at last shall see Him, Through His
5 Not in that poor, low - ly sta - ble With the
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low - ly cat - tle shed, Where a moth - er 1laid her
God and Lord of all, And His shel - ter was a
own re - deem - ing love; For  that child so dear and
oXx - en stand -ing by Shall we see Him, but in
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ba - by In a man - ger for His bed: Mar - y
sta - ble, And His «cra - dle was a stall; With the
gen - tle Is our Lord in heav’n a - bove; And He
heav - en, Set at God’s right hand on high.  Then like
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was that moth-er  mild, Je - susChrist her lit - tle child.
poor and mean and low-ly Lived on earth our Sav-ior ho - ly.
leads His chil-dren  on To  the place where He is  gone.
stars His chil-dren, crowned, All  in white, His praisewill sound!

Text: Cecil F. Alexander, 1818-95, alt.; Tune: Henry J. Gauntlett, 1805-76; Text and tune: Public domain



T INVOCATION

P} Inthe name of the Father, and of the ™ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

To us a Child is born, to us a Son is given;
and the government shall be upon His shoulder.
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And his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
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Sing to the Lord a new song,
for He has done marvelous things!
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Since we are gathered to hear God's Word, call upon him in prayer and praise,
and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this
altar, let us examine our lives, confess before God and one another that we have
sinned in thought, word and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our
sinful condition. Let us take refuge in the Father's infinite mercy,

seeking His grace through Jesus Christ who took on flesh for our sake,

and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner.

Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to
everlasting life. Amen.

(P} Almighty God, merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You declared us to be Your
children and gathered us into Your one, holy Church, in which You daily and
richly forgive us our sins and grant us new life through Your Spirit.

Be in our midst, enliven our faith, and graciously receive our prayer and praise;
through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Amen.
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A For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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@ For the peace from above, and for our salvation, letus pray to  the I.ord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
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let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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@ Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra- cious Lord. A - men



T CAROL— Angels We Have Heard on High (LSB 368)
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1 An - gels we have heard on high, Sweet-ly sing-ing o’er the plains,
2 Shep-herds, why this ju - bi-lee? Why your joy-ous strains pro-long?

3 Come to Beth-le - hem and see Him whose birth the an - gels sing;
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And the moun-tains in re-ply, Ech - o - ing their joy - ous strains.

What the glad-some tid - ings be Which in - spire your heav’n - ly
Come, a-dore on bend - ed knee Christ the Lord, the new - born

song?
King.
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Text: tr. The Crown of Jesus, 1862, Part 2, London, alt.; Text and tune: French Text and tune: Public domain

T PRAYER OF THE DAY

P} 0O God, You make this most holy night to shine with the brightness of the true
Light. Grant that as we have known the mysteries of that Light on earth
we may also come to the fullness of His joys in heaven; through the same
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, Who lives and reigns with You and the Holy

Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.



GOD SPEAKS TO US FROM HIS WORD

THE OLD TESTAMENT LESSON

Isaiah 9:2—7 (Pew Bible, pg. 573)

The Old Testament Lesson is from the 9th Chapter of Isaiah.

’The people who walked in darkness
have seen a great light;

those who dwelt in a land of deep
darkness, on them has light shined.

*You have multiplied the nation;

You have increased its joy;

they rejoice before You as with joy at

the harvest, as they are glad when

they divide the spoil.

*For the yoke of his burden, and the staff
for his shoulder, the rod of his oppressor,
you have broken as on the day of Midian.
>For every boot of the tramping warrior in
battle tumult and every garment rolled in

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

blood will be burned as fuel for the fire.
®For to us a child is born, to us a son is
given; and the government shall be upon
His shoulder, and His name shall be called
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.

’Of the increase of His government and
of peace there will be no end,

on the throne of David and over His
kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it
with justice and with righteousness

from this time forth and forevermore.
The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.



PSALM 96 — Today is Born Our Savior (Gather 90)

(Congregation sings refrain after verses)

Refrain
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To - day is born our Sav-ior, Christ the Lord. To-
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day is born  our Sav-ior, Christ the Lord.

1 Sing out to God a new song, sing out to 3 Let us rejoice in our Savior, Who has

God all you lands; sing out in joy, sing come now to rule the earth; rule it in

out in love to our God! justice, rule it in mercy forever!
2 Announce God’s salvation forever, 4 Let the heavens be glad and the earth

and glory proclaim to the earth; rejoice, let the seas now resound in

tell all the peoples the wondrous deeds Your praise! Let the plains be joyful,

of our God. and the forests exalt!

Reprinted / Streamed with Permission Under One License #A-701734. All Rights Reserved.

THE EPISTLE LESSON Titus 2:11-14 (Pew Bible, pg. 998)

The Epistle Lesson is from the 2nd Chapter of Titus.

“For the grace of God has appeared, blessed hope, the appearing of the glory
bringing salvation for all people, of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ,
training us to renounce ungodliness “Who gave Himself for us to redeem us
and worldly passions, and to live self- from all lawlessness and to purify for
controlled, upright, and godly lives in Himself a people for His own possession
the present age, waiting for our who are zealous for good works.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



T GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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Glo-ry to God, glo-ry to God, glo - ry in the high - est!
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Glo - ri- a, glo - ri-a, al - le - lu - 1ia, al - le - lu-1a!
Glo-ry to God, glo-ry to God, al - le - lu - ia, al -le-lu-ia!

Text: Traditional
Music: GLORIA 3, Jacques Berthicr, 1923-1994

Reprinted / Streamed with Permission Under One License #A-701734. All Rights

T GOSPEL LESSON

Luke 2:1-14 (Pew Bible, pg. 857)

(P) The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 2nd Chapter.

Glory to You, O Lord.

'In those days a decree went out from
Caesar Augustus that all the world

should be registered. *This was the first
registration when Quirinius was governor
of Syria. 3And all went to be registered,
each to his own town. “And Joseph also
went up from Galilee, from the town of
Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David,
which is called Bethlehem, because he
was of the house and lineage of David,
>to be registered with Mary, his betrothed,
who was with child. °And while they were
there, the time came for her to give birth.
’And she gave birth to her firstborn son
and wrapped Him in swaddling cloths and
laid Him in a manger, because there was
no place for them in the inn.

8And in the same region there were
shepherds out in the field, keeping watch

(P) This is the Gospel of the Lord. Praise to You, O Christ.

over their flock by night.

°And an angel of the Lord appeared to
them, and the glory of the Lord shone
around them, and they were filled with
fear. "°And the angel said to them,

“Fear not, for behold, | bring you good
news of a great joy that will be for all the
people. "'For unto you is born this day in
the city of David a Savior, Who is Christ
the Lord. ?And this will be a sign for you:
you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling
cloths and lying in a manger.”

3And suddenly there was with the angel
a multitude of the heavenly host praising
God and saying,

%4Glory to God in the highest,

and on earth peace among those with
whom He is pleased!”



SERMON—The Rev. Dr. David H. Brooks

T HYMN OF THE DAY — O Sing of Christ (LSB 362)
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1 O sing of Christ,whose birth  made known The kind-ness of the Lord,
2 What Ad-am lost, none could re - claim, And Par-a - dise was barred
3 He cameto that which was His own, But He was not re-ceived;
4 Lord Je-susChrist, You deigned to dwell A -mongus here on earth
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E - ter - nal Word made flesh and bone So we could be re - stored.
Un-til the sec-ond Ad - am came To mend what sin had marred.
Yet still through Him God’s glo - ry shone, And some His name be - lieved.
As God with us, Em-man-u - el, To bring this ho -1ly birth.
A S e ——
ﬂ%ﬁj‘ T sl e=== —— ——
Up on our frail hu - man-i - ty God’sfin- ger chose to trace
For  when the time was full and right God sent His on - ly  Son;
To these He gave the rightto be The heirs of heav’n a - bove,
Though rich, You will -ing - ly  be - came One with our pov - er - ty,
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The full-ness of His de - i - ty, The 1i-con of His grace.
He came to us as life and light And our re - demp-tion won.
Bornnot of hu-man an - ces-try But bornof God
That we might share Your wealth and name For all e - ter - ni - ty!

Text: Stephen P. Starke, 1955

Tune: English; adapt. Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1872-1958
Text: © 1996 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004227
Tune: Public domain
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T NICENE CREED (spoken in unison)

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
Maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.
Through Him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation,
He came down from heaven; by the power of the Holy Spirit,
He became incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was made man.

For our sake He was crucified under Pontius Pilate;

He suffered death and was buried.

On the third day He rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;

He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living

and the dead, and His kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the Giver of life,
Who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son He is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic T and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come.
Amen.

+t meaning the whole Church as it confesses the wholeness of the Christian doctrine
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GOD RECEIVES OUR PRAYERS

P Y

T PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH

P) Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus,
and for all people according to their needs. . .

After each prayer, the congregation responds:

P) Lordin Your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

(The prayers conclude)

(P} Into Your hands...
Amen.

T SHARING OF THE PEACE

Following the prayers, the people may greet one another in the name of the Lord,
with the ‘hand wave of peace’, as a sign of reconciliation and of the unity of the
Spirit in the bond of peace (Matthew 5:22-24; Ephesians 4:1-3).

OFFERTORY MUSIC

12



T OFFERTORY — /n the Bleak Midwinter (Verses 1,2,4)
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1 In the bleak mid - win - ter, frost - y wind made moan,
2 Our God, heaven can -not hold him, nor earth sus - tain;
4 What can [ give him, poor as I am?
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earth stood hard as i - ron, wa - ter like a stone;
heaven and earth shall flee a - way when he comes to reign:
If I were a shep - herd, I would bring a lamb;
/B R N NI . e —
e g o = =E=
‘J S— — 5-
snow had fall - en, snow on snow, SNOwW on SNOw,
in  the bleak mid - win - ter a sta - ble-place suf - ficed
if I were a wise man, I would do my part;
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in the bleak mid - win - ter, long a - go.
the Lord . God in - car - nate, Je - sus Christ.
yet what I can 1 give him: give my heart.



OUR LORD GIVES HIMSELF TO US
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T SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT

PREFACE

(P) The Lord be with you. (P) Lift up your hearts.
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And al - so with you. We lift them to the Lord.

(P) Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

b |
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thanks

It is right to give Him and praise.

P} Itistruly good, right, and salutary ... and with all the company of heaven
we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and singing:
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comes in the name of the Lord. Ho-san-na
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in the high - est.



T EUCHARISTIC PRAYER AND WORDS OF INSTITUTION

P Holy God, mighty Lord, ...

...we proclaim the Lord’s death, until He comes.
Christ has died. Christ is risen, Christ will come again.
(P) Therefore, gracious Father, ...

... to share with us the great and promised feast.
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.
(P) Send now, we pray, Your Holy Spirit, ...

... and receive our inheritance with all Your saints in light.
Amen. Come, Holy Spirit.
P Join our prayers with those of Your servants ...

... until He comes as victorious Lord of all.
Amen.

T LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power
and the glory forever and ever.
Amen.
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T AGNUS DEI
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Lamb of God, You take a-way the sin of the world; have
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world; have mer-cy on us. Lamb of God, You take a-way the
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sin of the world; grant us peace.

HorLy COMMUNION

Receiving Holy Communion

As Lutheran Christians, we believe, teach, and confess that Jesus Christ gives us His own
true Body and Blood via the bread and wine of the Lord’s Supper (1 Cor. 10:16).

We trust His promise that this Supper is for the forgiveness of our sins, the increase of
our faith, and the strengthening of our life as the Church. Baptized Christians who share
our confession, repent of their sins, and seek the Lord’s blessing are welcome to receive.
First time guests are kindly asked to speak to our pastor or an usher before receiving
communion. Those not communing are welcome to come forward to receive a blessing.

If you need assistance, please let an usher know.



DisTRIBUTION HYMNS — Infant Holy, Infant Lowly (LSB 393)
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In - fant ho - ly, In - fant low-ly, For His bed a cat - tle stall;

Flocks were sleep-ing, Shep-herds keep-ing Vig-il till the morn-ing new
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Ox - en low - ing, Lit - tle know - ing Christ the child is Lord of all.
Saw the glo - ry, Heard the sto - ry, Tid - ings of a Gos-pel true.
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Swift-ly wing-ing, An - gels sing-ing, Bells are ring-ing, Tid - ings bring-ing:
Thus re - joic -ing, Free from sor-row, Prais-es voic-ing, Greet the mor-row:
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Christ the child is Lord of all! Christ the child is Lord of all!
Christ the child was born for you! Christ the child was born for you!

Text: tr. Edith M. G. Reed, 1885-1933, alt.
Text and tune: Polish Text and tune: Public domain

It Came Upon a Midnight Clear (LSB 366)
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1 It came up-on the mid-night clear, That glo - rious song of old,
2 Still through the clo - ven skies they come With peace-ful wings un - furled,
3 All  you, be-neathyour heav -y load, By care and guilt bent low,
4 For lo, the days havecome to pass By proph-ets seen of old,
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From an - gels bend - ing near the earth To  touch their harps of gold:
And still their heav’n-ly mu - sic floats O’er all the wea - ry world.
Who toil a-long a drea-ry way With pain- ful steps and slow:
When down in - to the cir-cling years Came Christ as was fore - told.

(continues on next page)
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It Came Upon a Midnight Clear (continued)
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“Peace on the earth, good-will to all, From heav’n’s all - gra - cious king.”
A - bove its sad and low-ly plains They bend on hov-’ring wing,
Look up, for gold - en is the hour, Come swift - ly on the wing,

His word of peace shall to the earth God’s an - cient prom-ise bring,
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The world in sol - emn still - ness lay To hear the an - gels sing.
And ev - er o’er its ba - bel sounds The bless-ed an - gels sing.
The Prince was born to bring you peace; Of Him the an - gels sing.
And all who take this gift will hear The song the an - gels sing.

Text: Edmund H. Sears, 1810-76, alt., Tune: Richard S. Willis, 1819—-1900, Text and tune: Public domain

Away in a Manger (LSB 364)
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1 A - way in a man - ger, no crib  for a bed,
2 The cat - tle are low - ing, the ba - by a - wakes,
3 Be near me, Lord Je - sus; 1 ask Thee to stay
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The lit - tle Lord Je - sus laid down His sweet head.
But lit - tle Lord Je - sus, no cry - ing  He makes.
Close by me for - ev - er and love me, I pray.
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The  stars in the sky looked down where He lay,
1 love Thee, Lord Je - sus! Look down from the sky,
Bless all the dear chil - dren in Thy ten - der  care,
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The lit - tle Lord Je - sus a - sleep on the hay.
And stay by my cra-dle till morn - ing is nigh.
And take us to heav-en to live with Thee there.

Text (sts. 1-2): Little Children’s Book, 1885, Philadelphia; (st. 3): Vineyard Songs, 1892, Louisville, alt.
Tune: James R. Murray, 1841-1905

Text and tune: Public domain
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Joy to the World (LSB 3
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1 Joy to the world, the Lord is come! Let earth re - ceive her
2 Joy to the earth, the Sav - ior reigns! Let men their songs em -
3 Nomore let sins and sor-rows grow Nor thorns in - fest the
4 He rules the world with truth and grace And makes the na - tions
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King; Let ev - 1y heart pre - pare Him
ploy, While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and
ground; He comes to make His bless ings
prove  The glo - ries of His righ teous -
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room And heav’n and na - ture sing, And heav’n and na - ture
plains Re - peat the sound-ing  joy, Re - peat the sound-ing
flow Far as the curse is found, Far as the curse is
ness And won-ders of His Ilove, And won - ders of His
Pt — - s e m——
(o —— | K - T— o I I ?
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sing, And heav’n, and heav'n and na - ture sing.
joy, Re - peat, re - peat the sound - ing joy.
found, Far as, far as the curse 18 found.
love, And won - ders, won - ders of His love.

Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748
Tune: George Frideric Handel, 1685-1759, adapt.
Text and tune: Public domain

BLESSING
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THANK THE LORD
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Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell ev-’ry-one what He has done.
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with shouts of thanks-giv-ing. Al-le-1lu - ia, al-le-lu - ia.

GOD BLESSES US AND SENDS US OUT

BENEDICTION

CANDLE LIGHTING AND CLOSING

Please light your candle at this time.

(P}  Arise, shine, for Your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has risen
upon you. (Isaiah 60:1).

B Jesussaid, “l am the light of the world. Whoever follows Me will never
walk in darkness but will have the light of life.” (John 8:12).

B You are the light of the world. Let your light shine before men, that they may
see your good deeds and praise your Father in Heaven.
(Matthew 5:14,16)
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R For God, Who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” made His light shine in our
hearts to give us the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of
Christ. (2 Corinthians 4:6).

R} “No longer will the sun be your light by day or the moon be your light by night;
I, the Lord will be your eternal light; the light of My glory will shine on
you.” (Isaiah 60:19)

P For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Live as children
of light, for the fruit of light consists of all goodness, righteousness and truth.
(Ephesians 5:8-9).

CLoSING HYmN — Silent Night, Holy Night (LSB 363)

. — |
s Ses == ——— e
1 Si - lent nightt ho - ly night! All is calm,
2 Si - lent nightt ho - ly night! Shep - herds  quake
3Si - lent nightt ho - ly night! Son of God,
O |
[ — - i — N—0f = ATy . I
o= o4
PY) f 14 r O
all is bright Round yon vir - gin moth - er and child.
at the sight; Glo - ries stream from heav -en a - far,
love’s pure light Ra - diantbeams from Thy ho-1ly face
i 9 |}7 T  — - l—:q T T D K
0 N T I. h‘ i i I- g .I
d & ' 4 4
Ho - ly In - fant, so ten-der and mild, Sleep in heav-en-ly
Heav’n-ly hosts sing, Al - le-1lu - ia! Christ, the Sav -ior, is
With the dawn of re - deem - ing grace, Je - sus, Lord, at Thy
) | ——
i a—— . — I . i — } i |
TS —— f — » I - > N—=1 i |
.) 1 ¥ b ‘_) _d.'
peace, Sleep in heav - en - ly peace.
born! Christ, the Sav - ior, is born!
birth, Je - sus, Lord, at Thy birth.

Text: Franz Joseph Mohr, 1792-1848; tr. John F. Young, 1820-85
Tune: Franz Xaver Gruber, 1787-1863
Text and tune: Public domain
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SENDING

(P}  Go forth! Walk in the light of Christ to the glory of God and for the care of
the neighbor.

We go in the peace of God.
Amen.

POSTLUDE
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UPCOMING AT GRACE

Saturday, December 27, 7pm
“A Christmas Carol” with Brendan White

Sunday, December 28, 10:10am
A Service of Lessons and Carols

Sunday, January 11
Discipleship Pathway Step 3 Launch: Growing in Christ

Sunday, January 11, 11:30am
Taste of Grace— Get to know Pastor Brooks and Grace Lutheran Church

Wednesday, January 21, 12:30pm Lunch, 1pm Session
Wednesdays at One—Chocolate Making. RSVP to office@gracedurham.org

May 9-16
Puerto Rico Mission Trip—If you are interested, please reach out to Deaconess
Anna at dco.anna.voelker@gracedurham.org.

Visit our website at gracedurham.org/news for the full calendar of events
and small group (PALS) meetings.

For more information about Grace’s various ministries,
Visit gracedurham.org/get-involved.
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Livestream

Scan the QR code above or
visit
www.gracedurham.org/
livestream-channel

Call In - Audio Only:
309-205-3325, 312-626-
6799, 305-224-1968

Meeting ID: 847 8043 7557
Passcode: 9196826030

Giving

Grace Generous Giving
Quick Response (QR) Code,
provides a simple and secure
method of giving.
Hover over the QR code with
your phone camera and it
will take you to our giving
page to make a donation.
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