Sundays at Grace

8:30am
Lutheranism 101
(Duke Lutheran Center)

9am Family PALS
(Downstairs Grace
Kids Room)

9:30am Fellowship Time

10:10am Worship

5:30pm Duke Lutherans
Prayer Service & Dinner
(Duke Lutheran Center)

Connect With Us

www.gracedurham.org

Copies of the week’s
announcements are
located in the Narthex.

If you'd like to receive our
eNews via email,
please contact
office@gracedurham.org

Welcome to

Sunday, January 18, 2026
Confession of St. Peter

We go with Good News, teaching, serving,
and sharing Christ with our neighbors.

VERSE OF THE DAY:

“For whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever
loses his life for my sake and the gospel’s will save jt.”
-Mark 8:35



Welcome to Grace Lutheran Church!
‘I came that they may have life and have it abundantly.” -John 10:10

Worshiping with us for the first time?

If you are a first time visitor, welcome! We’re glad you’re here!
We encourage you to review our Statement of Communion on page 16.
If you have any questions, please take a moment to speak with Pastor Brooks
or one of our ushers.

Please fill out a guest card in the pew racks
and tell us about yourself, or scan the QR code.
If you have any questions, feel free to visit our
Welcome Center in the Narthex.

We welcome children in worship services.
Age-appropriate activity bags are located in the Narthex.

INSIGHT INTO THE READINGS

* *
* +

Losing Ourselves in the Confession of the One Name of Salvation

St. Peter speaks for all disciples when he confesses, “You are the Christ” (Mark 8:29).
This confession is the bedrock of the Church, which Christ Himself builds (Matt.
16:18), for “this Jesus,” the stone rejected by earthly builders, “has become the
cornerstone” (Acts 4:11). This was a scandal even to Peter. The Christ must suffer,

be rejected, be killed, “and after three days rise again” (Mark 8:31), for through this
work of salvation received by faith, God’s “precious and very great promises” are
granted, “so that through them you may become partakers of the divine nature”

(2 Peter 1:4). Wherever Jesus is the Christ, His disciples deny themselves, take up their
crosses and follow Him (Mark 8:34). They have been cleansed from their former sins
and increase in faith, virtue, knowledge, self-control, steadfastness, godliness,
brotherly affection and love, effective and fruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus
Christ (2 Peter 1:5-9). All who trust in Jesus, the Christ of Peter’s confession, will save
their life, though for His sake they lose it (Mark 8:35). “For there is no other name ...
by which we must be saved” (Acts 4:12).
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The congregation is asked to join in with the bold-faced text.

PRELUDE

CALL TO WORSHIP

*

*

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

(P)

In the name of the Father and the *I- Son and the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Christ the light of the world has come to dispel the darkness of our hearts.
In His light let us examine ourselves and confess our sins.

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

Mighty God, we confess to You and one another that we have sinned.
We have chosen the crooked path; we preferred darkness to light;
we uttered curses instead of blessings;

we have broken the promises we made;

our hands and hearts are full of violence.

Let Your light and life be upon us,

and forgive us for the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

For this, Christ has come: it is not the will of the Lord that any should die,
but that all may turn to receive from Him both pardon and peace.

As a called and ordained servant of the Word,

| announce God’s grace and favor to you,

and by His authority | forgive you all your sins,

in the name of the Father and the I Son and the Holy Spirit.

Amen.



OPENING HYMN — Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation (LSB 909)
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1 Christ is made the sure foun - da - tion, Christ, our head and
2 To this tem - ple, where we call You, Come, O Lord of
3 Grant, we pray, to all Your faith - ful All the gifts they
A 4 Praise and hon - or to the ©Fa - ther, Praise and hon - or
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cor - ner - stone, Cho - sen of the  Lord and pre - cious,
hosts, and stay; Come with all Your lov ing - kind - ness,
ask to gain; What they gain from You, for - ev - er
to the Son, Praise and hon - or to the Spir - it,
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Bind - ing all the Church in one; Ho - ly Zi - on’s
Hear Your peo - ple as they pray; And Your full - est
With the bless - ed to re - tain; And here - af - ter
Ev - er three and ev - er one: One in might and
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help for-ev - er And our con - fi- dence a - lone.
ben - e - dic - tion Shed with - in these walls to - day.
in Your glo - ry Ev - er- more with  You to reign.
one in glo - ry While un -end - ing a - ges run!

Text: Latin, c. 8th cent.; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-66, alt.

Tune: Henry Purcell, 1659-95, adapt.
Text and tune: Public domain



HYMN OF PRAISE — Holy God (Gather 2nd Ed. 534)
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2.Ho - ly God, ho-ly and pow-er - ful, Pow - er with-out
3.Ho - ly God, ho-1ly and beau-ti - ful, Beau-ty un - sur -
4.Ho - ly God, ho-ly and On-ly Wise, Wis-dom of great
5.Ho - ly God, ho-ly and Liv-ing One, Life that nev - er
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lime, You come as one a-mong us In - to hu-man
peer, You bend to us in weak-ness, Emp - tied you draw
passed, You are de-spised, re - ject-ed; Scorned you hold us
price, You choose the way of fol - ly: God the cru - ci -
ends, You show your love by dy - ing, Dy - ing for your
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time, And we be - hold your glo - ry.
near, And we be - hold your pow - er.
fast, And we be - hold your beau - ty.
fied, Yet we be - hold your wis - dom.
friends, And we be - hold you liv - ing.

Text: Susan R. Briehl, b.1952
Tune: MAGDALENA,9 5 7 5 7; Marty Haugen, b.1950
© 2002, GIA Publications, Inc.

Reprinted

Streamed with Permission Under One License #A-701734. All Rights Reserved.



SALUTATION AND COLLECT FOR THE DAY

(P) The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

P Letuspray...
Heavenly Father, You revealed to the apostle Peter the blessed truth that Your
Son Jesus is the Christ. Strengthen us by the proclamation of this truth, that we
too may joyfully confess that there is salvation in no one else; through the same
Jesus Christ, our Lord, Who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.

Amen.
OUR LORD SPEAKS TO US

THE FIRST LESSON Acts 4:8-13 (pg. 912)
The First Lesson is from the 4th Chapter of Acts.
8Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, YThis Jesus is the stone that was rejected
said to them, “Rulers of the people and by you, the builders, which has become
elders, %if we are being examined today the cornerstone. *And there is salvation
concerning a good deed done to a in no one else, for there is no other
crippled man, by what means this man name under heaven given among men
has been healed, *let it be known to all by which we must be saved.”

of you and to all the people of Israel that  *Now when they saw the boldness of
by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, Peter and John, and perceived that they

Whom you crucified, Whom God raised were uneducated, common men, they
from the dead—by Him this man is were astonished. And they recognized
standing before you well. that they had been with Jesus.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



PSALM 118 — Let Us Rejoice (Gather Comprehensive 114)

Refrain
1

(Congregation sings refrain after verses)
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1. Give thanks to the Lord, for God is good; God’s mercy endures for ever.
Let the house of Israel say: “God’s mercy endures for ever.”

2. The hand of the Lord has struck with power, God’s right hand is exalted.
I shall not die, but live anew, declaring the works of the Lord.

3. The stone which the builders rejected has become the cornerstone.
The Lord of love and mercy has brought wonder to our eyes!

Text: Psalm 118. Text & Music: Marty Haugen.
Reprinted / Streamed with Permission Under One License #A-701734. All Rights Reserved.



THE SECOND LESSON

2 Peter 1:1-15 (Pew Bible, pg. 1018)

The Second Lesson is from the 1st Chapter of 2 Peter.

'Simeon Peter, a servant and apostle of
Jesus Christ,

To those who have obtained a faith of
equal standing with ours by the
righteousness of our God and Savior
Jesus Christ: 2May grace and peace be
multiplied to you in the knowledge of
God and of Jesus our Lord.

*His divine power has granted to us all
things that pertain to life and godliness,
through the knowledge of Him Who
called us to His own glory and excellence,
*by which He has granted to us His
precious and very great promises,

so that through them you may become
partakers of the divine nature, having
escaped from the corruption that is in
the world because of sinful desire.

>For this very reason, make every effort
to supplement your faith with virtue,
and virtue with knowledge,

®and knowledge with self-control,

and self-control with steadfastness,
and steadfastness with godliness,

’and godliness with brotherly affection,
and brotherly affection with love.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

®For if these qualities are yours and are
increasing, they keep you from being
ineffective or unfruitful in the knowledge
of our Lord Jesus Christ.

°For whoever lacks these qualities is so
nearsighted that he is blind, having
forgotten that he was cleansed from his
former sins.

Therefore, brothers, be all the more
diligent to make your calling and election
sure, for if you practice these qualities you
will never fall. *'For in this way there will
be richly provided for you an entrance into
the eternal kingdom of our Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ.

Therefore | intend always to remind you
of these qualities, though you know them
and are established in the truth that you
have. "I think it right, as long as | am in
this body, to stir you up by way of
reminder, “*since | know that the putting
off of my body will be soon, as our Lord
Jesus Christ made clear to me.

And | will make every effort so that
after my departure you may be able at
any time to recall these things.



ALLELUIA AND VERSE
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Al-le - lu - ia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the
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words of e-ter-nal life. Al-le-lu - ia, al-le-lu - ia.

HOLY GOSPEL Mark 8:27-35 (Pew Bible, pg. 844)

(P) The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the 8th Chapter.

Glory to You, O Lord.

?’And Jesus went on with his disciples

to the villages of Caesarea Philippi.

And on the way He asked his disciples,
“Who do people say that | am?”

2And they told Him, “John the Baptist;
and others say, Elijah; and others, one of
the prophets.” »And He asked them,
“But who do you say that | am?”

Peter answered Him, “You are the Christ.
*And He strictly charged them to tell no
one about Him. >*And He began to teach
them that the Son of Man must suffer
many things and be rejected by the elders
and the chief priests and the scribes and

”n

(P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

be killed, and after three days rise again.
32And He said this plainly. And Peter took
Him aside and began to rebuke Him.
*But turning and seeing His disciples, He
rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me,
Satan! For you are not setting your mind
on the things of God, but on the things of
man.” **And He called to Him the crowd
with His disciples and said to them,

“If anyone would come after Me, let him
deny himself and take up his cross and
follow Me. **For whoever would save his
life will lose it, but whoever loses his life
for my sake and the gospel’s will save it.”

SERMON—The Rev. Dr. David H. Brooks



HyMN OF THE DAY — At the Name of Jesus (LSB 512)
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Faith - ful - ly He bore it  Spot-less to the last,
To the throne of God - head, To the  Fa-ther’s breast,
o) . .
1 = I I I I | I T Il |
o i £ — ] ' ! — 1|
LY | | €y 1 I |
oJ e 4
Who from the be-gin-ning Was the might - y Word.
All the heav’n-ly or - ders In their great ar - ray.
Brought it back vic - to - rious  When from death He passed;
Filled it with the glo - ry Of that per - fect rest.

In your hearts enthrone Him; there let Him subdue all that is not holy,
All that is not true: Crown Him as your Captain in temptation’s hour;

Let His will enfold you in its light and pow’r.

Christians, this Lord Jesus shall return again in His Father’s glory,
With His angel train; for all wreaths of empire meet upon His brow,
And our hearts confess Him King of glory now.

Glory then to Jesus, Who, the Prince of light, to a world in darkness
Brought the gift of sight; Praise to God the Father; In the Spirit’s love
Praise we all together Him who reigns above.

Text: Caroline M. Noel, 1817-77, alt.
Text: Public domain
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NICENE CREED (spoken in unison)

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
Maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.
Through Him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation,
He came down from heaven; by the power of the Holy Spirit,
He became incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was made man.

For our sake He was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
He suffered death and was buried.
On the third day He rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;

He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living
and the dead, and His kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the Giver of life,
Who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son He is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic T and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

+ meaning the whole Church as it confesses the wholeness of the Christian doctrine
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WE OFFER OURSELVES TO THE LORD

*

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH

(P) Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus,
and for all people according to their needs. . .

After each prayer, the congregation responds:

(P Lordin Your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

(The prayers conclude)

(P] Into Your hands...
Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE

Following the prayers, the people may greet one another in the name of the Lord,
with the ‘hand wave of peace’, as a sign of reconciliation and of the unity of the
Spirit in the bond of peace (Matthew 5:22-24; Ephesians 4:1-3).

OFFERTORY MUSIC

OFFERTORY (next page)
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OFFERTORY — Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful (LSB 955)
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give us A fore-taste of the feast to come.

Text: John W. Arthur, 1922-80, Tune: Richard W. Hillert, 1923-2010
Text and tune: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004227



OUR LORD GIVES HIMSELF TO US
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

(P)

Blessed are You, O Lord our God, for You are the King of glory. You,

Who are Light inaccessible, sent Your only Son, Jesus Christ, into the darkness
of our lives to be a light among us, the light of Your grace and truth.

In obedience, He took on our flesh to live and grow as a son of Adam.
Obedient in all things, He taught the truths of Your kingdom, stretching out
His hands in suffering that He might free from suffering all those who call on
Your name. Obedient even unto death, You freed Him from death and won
for Yourself a holy people. For all this, we give You our thanks, O God,

as we live in the promise that He will come again to share with us the great
feast of Your heavenly kingdom.

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION

(P) Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed...

(P)  As we prepare for this great gift, let us pray as our Lord has taught us:

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For Thine is the kingdom and the power

and the glory forever and ever.

Amen.
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AGNUS DEI
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Lamb of God, You take a-way the sin of the world; have
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mer-cy onus. Lamb of God,You take a-way the sin of the
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world; have mer-cy on us. Lamb of God, You take a-way the

sin of the world; grant us peace.

Hory COMMUNION

Receiving Holy Communion

As Lutheran Christians, we believe, teach, and confess that Jesus Christ gives us His own
true Body and Blood via the bread and wine of the Lord’s Supper (1 Cor. 10:16).

We trust His promise that this Supper is for the forgiveness of our sins, the increase of
our faith, and the strengthening of our life as the Church. Baptized Christians who share
our confession, repent of their sins, and seek the Lord’s blessing are welcome to receive.
First time guests are kindly asked to speak to our pastor or an usher before receiving
communion. Those not communing are welcome to come forward to receive a blessing.

[For silent prayer before communing]

Dear Savior, at Your gracious invitation | come to Your table to eat and drink Your
holy body and blood. Let me find favor in Your eyes to receive this Holy Sacrament in
faith for the salvation of my soul and to the glory of Your holy name; for You live and
reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

[For silent prayer after receiving the Sacrament]

Almighty and everlasting God, | thank and praise You for feeding me the life-giving
body and blood of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ. Send Your Holy Spirit that, having
With my mouth received the holy Sacrament, | may by faith obtain and eternally
enjoy Your divine grace, the forgiveness of sins, unity with Christ, and life eternal;
through Jesus Christ, my Lord. Amen.



DisTRIBUTION HYMN — Glories of Your Name Are Spoken (LBW 358)
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1 Glo - rious things of thee are spo-ken, Zi - on, cit - y of our God;
2 See, the streams of liv-ing wa - ters, spring-ing from e - ter - nal love,
3 Round each hab - i - ta-tion hov-ering, see the cloud and fire ap - pear,
4 Sav - ior, since of Zi-on’s cit - y I through grace a mem-ber am,
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he whose Word can - not be bro - ken formed you for his own a - bode.
well sup - ply your sons and daugh-ters and all fear of want re - move.
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let the world de -ride or pit - y, I will glo-ry in your name.
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On the Rock of A - ges found-ed, what can shake your sure re-pose?
Who can faint while such a riv - er ev -er will their thirst as-suage?
Thus de -riv - ing from their ban - ner light by night and shade by day,
Fad-ing are the world’s best plea-sures, all its bloat-ed pomp and show;
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Grace, which like the Lord, the giv - er, nev-er fails from age to  age.
safe they feed up - on the man - na which God gives them on their way.
sol - id joys and last-ing trea-sures none but Zi - on’s chil-dren know.
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WORDS: John Newton (1725-1807), alt.
MUSIC: Franz Joseph Haydn (1732-1809)

Reprinted / Streamed with Permission Under One License #A-701734. All Rights Reserved.



DisTRrRiBUTION HYMN — All Praise to You, O

Lord (LBW 78)
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Texi: Hyde W. Beadon, 1812-1891
© Tune: Kenneth G, Finlay, b. 1882 Reprinted / Streamed with Permission Under One L

icense #A-701734. All Rights Reserved.




DisTRIBUTION HYMN — Let Us Break Bread Together (LBW 212)
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1. Let us break bread to-geth-er on our knees; Let us break
2. Let us drink wine to-geth-er on our knees; Let us drink
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With my face to the ris-ing sun, O Lord, have mer-cy on me.

Reprinted / Streamed with Permission Under One License #A-701734. All Rights Reserved.

Text: 10 10 with refrain; Spiritual. Music: LET US BREAK BREAD.

THANK THE LORD
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Let all who seek the Lord re - joice and proud-ly bear His name.
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He re-calls His prom-is - es and leads His peo-ple forth in joy
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with shouts of thanks-giv-ing. Al-le-1lu - ia, al-le-lu - ia.
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PosT-CoMMUNION COLLECT

P Holy God, by Your grace we have beheld the Lord:

we have touched the bread of life; we have drank from the cup of salvation;

we have tasted Your goodness.

May what we have received this day strengthen us in faith that we may walk
in love for You and for each other, through Jesus Christ.

Amen.

GOD BLESSES US AND SENDS US OUT

BENEDICTION

(P) May God make you strong in faith and love, defend you on every side,
and guide you in truth and peace; and the blessing of God Almighty,
the Father, the *I- Son and the Holy Spirit be among you
and remain with you always.

Amen.

CLOSING HYMN — Savior, Again to Your Dear Name (LBW 262)
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1 Sav - ior, a - gain to  your dear name we raise with one ac -
2 Grant us Yyour peace up on our home-ward way; with you be -
3 Grant us your peace, Lord, through the com - ing night; turn all our
4 Grant us your peace through-out our earth - ly life: com - fort in
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cord our part - ing hymn of praise; we give you thanks be -
gan, with you shall end the day; guard now the lips from
dark - ness to your per-fect light; then, while we sleep, our
sor - row, cour-age in the strife; then, when your voice shall
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fore our wor-ship cease, and now de - part - ing, wait your word of peace.
sin, the hearts from shame, that in this house have called up - on your name.

hope and strength re - new, for dark and light are both a - like to you.

make our con - flict cease, call us, O Lord, to your e - ter - nal peace.
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Text: John Ellerton Music: Edward Hopkins. Reprinted / Streamed with Permission Under
One License #A-701734. All Rights Reserved.

DISMISSAL

d

Go forth! Walk in the

light of Christ to the glory of God and for the care of
the neighbor.

We go in the peace of God. Amen.

POSTLUDE
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