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Welcome to

Grace Lutheran Church

Sunday, August 16, 2026
Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost

Jon Richter, Supply Pastor

We go with Good News, teaching, serving,
and sharing Christ with our neighbors.

TODAY’S VERSE:

“Then Jesus answered her, “O woman, great is your faith!
Be it done for you as you desire.” And her daughter was
healed instantly.” ~Matthew 15:28



Welcome to Grace Lutheran Church!
‘I came that they may have life and have it abundantly.” -John 10:10

Worshiping with us for the first time?

If you are a first time visitor, welcome! We’re glad you’re here!
We encourage you to review our statement of communion on page 17.
If you have any questions, please take a moment to speak with the Pastor
or one of our ushers.

Please fill out a guest card in the pew racks and tell us about yourself.
If you have any questions, please ask an usher or any friendly face you see.

We welcome children in worship services.
Age-appropriate activity bags are located in the Narthex.

INSIGHT INTO TODAY’S READINGS

* +

The Church Lives Under the Cross of Christ and Prays in the Hope of His Mercy

By her persistent prayer that Jesus would have mercy and help her (Matt. 15:22, 24),
and even in the face of His initial silence and apparent rejection (Matt. 15:23-26),
the Canaanite woman boldly confessed her faith in Him (Matt. 15:27-28). Her
beautiful example encourages us to cling to the words and promises of the Gospel,
even in the face of the Law that accuses and condemns us. “For the gifts and the
calling of God are irrevocable” (Rom. 11:29), and His Law “has consigned all to
disobedience” for the very purpose “that he may have mercy on all” (Rom. 11:32).
Hence, the woman’s faith and hope were not disappointed, but her prayers were
answered in the mercy of Christ. Not only does He grant us the crumbs from His
table, but He also feeds us with “the children’s bread” in the house of His Father
(Matt. 15:26-27). He has brought us to His “holy mountain,” and He makes us joyful
in His house, where He hears our prayers and accepts our sacrifice of praise upon the
altar of His cross (Is. 56:7).



The congregation is asked to join in with the bold-faced text.

PRELUDE

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
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In the name of the Father and of the *I« Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins
unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to
grant us forgiveness.

Our help is in the name of the Lord,
Who made heaven and earth.

| said, | will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

Silence is provided for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

Almighty God, our maker and redeemer, we poor sinners confess unto You that
we are by nature sinful and unclean and that we have sinned against You by
thought, word, and deed. Wherefore we flee for refuge to Your infinite mercy,
seeking and imploring Your grace for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ.

O most merciful God, Who has given Your only-begotten Son to die for us,
have mercy upon us and for His sake grant us remission of all our sins; and by
Your Holy Spirit increase in us true knowledge of You and of Your will and true
obedience to Your Word, to the end that by Your grace we may come to
everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

Upon this your confession, |, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained
servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead
and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ | forgive you all your sins in the
name of the Father and of the "}« Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.



OPENING HYMN — Evening and Morning (LSB 726)
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1 Eve-ning and morn - ing, Sun - set and dawn - ing, Wealth, peace, and
2 Fa - ther, O hear me, Par - don and spare me; Calm all my
3 Ills that still grieve me Soon are to leave me; Though bil - lows
4 To God in heav - en All praise be giv - en! Come, let us
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glad-ness, Com - fort in sad - ness: These are Thy works; all the
ter - rors, Blot out my er - rors That by Thine eyes they may

tow - er, And winds gain pow - er, Af - ter

the storm the fair

of - fer And glad - ly prof - fer To the Cre - a - tor the
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glo - ry be Thine! Times with-out num - ber, A - wake or in
no more be scanned. Or - der my go - ings, Di - rect all my
sun shows its face. Joys e’er in-creas - ing And peace nev -er
gifts He doth prize. He well re-ceiv - eth A  heart that be -
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slum-ber, Thine eye ob-serves us, From dan - ger pre-serves us,
do - ings; As it may please Thee, Re - tain or re-lease me;
ceas - ing:  These shall I  trea - sure And share in full mea-sure
liev - eth; Hymns that a - dore Him Are pre - cious be - fore Him
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Caus -ing Thy mer - c¢cy up - on us to shine.
All I com - mit to Thy fa - ther-ly hand.
When in His man - sions God grants me a place.
And to His throne like sweet in - cense a - rise.

Text: Paul Gerhardt, 1607-76; (sts. 1-2): tr. Richard Massie, 1800-87, alt.; (sts. 3-4): tr. Hermann H. M. Brueckner, 1866-1942, alt.

Tune: Johann G. Ebeling, 1637-76
Text and tune: Public domain



KYRIE (LSB 942)
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Ky-ri-e! God, Fa-ther in heav’n a-bove, You a-bound in gra-cious love,
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Of all things the mak-er and pre-serv - er. E-le-i-son! E-le-i-son!
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Ky-ri-e! O Christ, our king,  Sal-va - tion for 2'1_11_ You came to bring.
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O Lord Je-sus, God’s own Son, Our me-di - a-tor at the heav’n-ly throne:
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A Hear our cry and grant our sup-pli-ca - tion. E-le-i-son! E-le-i-son!
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Ky -1 - e! O God the Ho-ly Ghost, Guard our faith, the
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gift we need the most, And bless our life’s last hour, That we leave this
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sin-ful world with glad - ness. E-le -i-son! E-le - i- son!

Text: German version, Ordenung der ceremonien, 1537/38, Naumburg; tr. W. Gustave Polack, 1890-1950, alt.
Text and tune: Latin, 9th cent.

Tune: adapt. Kirchen ampt Deutsch, 1525, Erfurt

Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004227

Tune: Public domain

SALUTATION AND COLLECT FOR THE DAY
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(P)

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us pray.

Almighty and everlasting Father, You give Your children many blessings even
though we are undeserving. In every trial and temptation grant us steadfast
confidence in Your loving-kindness and mercy; through Jesus Christ, Your
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.

Amen.



OUR LORD SPEAKS TO US

* +

THE OLD TESTAMENT LESSON Isaiah 56:1, 6-8 (Pew Bible, pg. 616)

The Old Testament Lesson is from the 56th chapter of Isaiah.

and holds fast my covenant— "these | will
bring to my holy mountain, and make
them joyful in my house of prayer; their
burnt offerings and their sacrifices will be
accepted on my altar; for my house shall
And the foreigners who join themselves be called a house of prayer for all peo-

to the LORD, to minister to him, to love ples.” *The Lord Gob,

Thus says the LORD:

“Keep justice, and do righteousness,
for soon my salvation will come,
and my deliverance be revealed. . ..
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the name of the LORD, and to be his who gathers the outcasts of Israel,
servants, everyone who keeps the Sab-  declares, “I will gather yet others to him
bath and does not profane it, besides those already gathered.”

This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

PSALM 67 — May God Bless Us in His Mercy (Gather Comp. 66)
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Congregation sings refrain
1. O God, be gracious and bless us and let your face shed its light upon us. So will
your ways be known upon earth and all nations learn your saving help. Refrain.

2. Let the nations be glad and exult for you tule the world with justice. With fairness
you rule the peoples, you guide the nations on earth. Refrain.

3. Let the peoples praise you. O God; for you rule the world with justice. May God
still give us blessing till the ends of the earth stand in awe. Refrain.



THE EPISTLE LESSON

Romans 11:1-2a, 13-15, 28-32 (Pew Bible, pg. 946)

The Epistle Lesson is from the 11th Chapter of Romans.

'] ask, then, has God rejected his people? By
no means! For | myself am an Israelite, a
descendant of Abraham, a member of the
tribe of Benjamin. God has not rejected his
people whom he foreknew. . . .

BNow | am speaking to you Gentiles. Inas-
much then as | am an apostle to the Gentiles,
| magnify my ministry *in order somehow to
make my fellow Jews jealous, and thus save
some of them. *For if their rejection means
the reconciliation of the world, what will
their acceptance mean but life from the
dead?...

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

8As regards the gospel, they are enemies of
God for your sake. But as regards election,
they are beloved for the sake of their forefa-
thers. *’For the gifts and the calling of God
are irrevocable. *°Just as you were at one
time disobedient to God but now have
received mercy because of their disobedi-
ence, 50 they too have now been disobedi-
ent in order that by the mercy shown to you
they also may now receive mercy. **For God
has consigned all to disobedience, that he
may have mercy on all.



ALLELUIA AND VERSE
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words of e-ter-nal life. Al-le-lu - ia, al-le-lu - ia.
HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 15:21-28 (Pew Bible, pg. 821)

(P) The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 15th Chapter.

Glory to You, O Lord.

1jesus went away from there and with-
drew to the district of Tyre and Si-

don. **And behold, a Canaanite woman
from that region came out and was
crying, “Have mercy on me, O Lord, Son
of David; my daughter is severely op-
pressed by a demon.” >*But he did not
answer her a word. And his disciples
came and begged him, saying, “Send her
away, for she is crying out after us.” *He
answered, “l was sent only to the lost

(P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

sheep of the house of Israel.” *But she
came and knelt before him, saying, “Lord,
help me.” 2And he answered, “It is not
right to take the children’s bread and
throw it to the dogs.” ’She said, “Yes,
Lord, yet even the dogs eat the crumbs
that fall from their masters’ ta-

ble.” *Then Jesus answered her, “O
woman, great is your faith! Be it done for
you as you desire.” And her daughter was
healed instantly.



SERMON— Pastor Jon Richter

HYMN OF THE DAY — In Christ There Is No East or West (LSB 653)
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1 In Christ there 18 no east or west,
2 With God there i no tribe or race;
3 So, broth - ers, sis - ters, praise His name
4 Join hands, dis - c¢ - ples of the faith,
5 In Christ now meet both east and west;
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In Him no south or north, But one great fel - low-
In Him we all are one. He loves us as His
Who died to set us free From sin, di - vi - sion,
What - e’er your race may be; Who serves my  Fa - ther
In Him meet south and north. All Chris-tian souls are
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ship of love Through - out the whole wide earth.
chil - dren through Our faith in His dear Son.
hate, and shame, From spite and en - mi - ty!
as His child Is sure - ly kin to me.
one in Him Through - out the whole wide earth.

Text (sts. 1, 4-5): John Oxenham, 1852-1941, alt.; (st. 2): Mark A. Jeske, 1952; (st. 3): Michael A. Perry, 1942-96
Tune: African American spiritual; adapt. Harry T. Burleigh, 1866-1949
Text (st. 2): © 1993 Mark A. Jeske; (st. 3): © 1982 The Jubilate Group, admin. Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004227

Text (sts. 1, 4-5) and tune: Public domain



APOSTLES’ CREED (spoken in unison)

| believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.

He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church*, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.

+ meaning the whole Church as it confesses the wholeness of the Christian doctrine

WE OFFER OURSELVES TO THE LORD

*

>

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH

(P) Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus,
and for all people according to their needs. . .
After each prayer, the congregation responds:

(P) Lordin Your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

P} Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray,
trusting in Your mercy, through Your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE

Following the prayers, the people may greet one another in the name of the Lord,
with the ‘hand wave of peace’, as a sign of reconciliation and of the unity of the
Spirit in the bond of peace (Matthew 5:22-24; Ephesians 4:1-3).

10



OFFERTORY MUSIC

OFFERTORY
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What shall I ren-der to the Lord for all His ben-e-fits to
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courts of the Lord’s house, in the midst of you, O Je - ru-sa-lem.

OUR LORD GIVES HIMSELF TO US

SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT

PREFACE

(P) The Lord be with you.

And al - so with you.

(P) Lift up your hearts.
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We lift them to the Lord.

(P) Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

I

It is right to give Him

[
thanks and praise.

11



P) Itistruly good, right, and salutary ... and with all the company of heaven
we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and singing:
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comes in the name of the Lord. Ho-san-na in the high - est.
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

(P) Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth.
In mercy for our fallen world, You gave Your only Son,
that all who believe in Him may not perish, but have eternal life.
We give thanks to You for the salvation You have provided to us
through Jesus Christ. Send now Your Holy Spirit into our hearts,
that we may receive our Lord with a living faith as He comes to us in
His holy supper.

Amen. Come Lord Jesus.

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION
(P} Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed...
LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
12 For Thine is the kingdom and the power
and the glory forever and ever. Amen.



AGNUS DEI
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Lamb of God, You take a-way the sin of the world; have
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mer-cy onus. Lamb of God,You take a-way the sin of the

! 4
world; have mer-cy on us. Lamb of God, You take a-way the

sin of the world; grant us peace.

Hory COMMUNION
Receiving Holy Communion

As Lutheran Christians, we believe, teach, and confess that Jesus Christ gives us His own
true Body and Blood via the bread and wine of the Lord’s Supper (1 Cor. 10:16).

We trust His promise that this Supper is for the forgiveness of our sins, the increase of
our faith, and the strengthening of our life as the Church. Baptized Christians who share
our confession, repent of their sins, and seek the Lord’s blessing are welcome to receive.
First time guests are kindly asked to speak to our pastor or an usher before receiving
communion. Those not communing are welcome to come forward to receive a blessing.

[For silent prayer before communing]

Dear Savior, at Your gracious invitation | come to Your table to eat and drink Your
holy body and blood. Let me find favor in Your eyes to receive this Holy Sacrament in
faith for the salvation of my soul and to the glory of Your holy name; for You live and
reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

[For silent prayer after receiving the Sacrament]
Almighty and everlasting God, | thank and praise You for feeding me the life-giving
body and blood of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ. Send Your Holy Spirit that, having
With my mouth received the holy Sacrament, | may by faith obtain and eternally
enjoy Your divine grace, the forgiveness of sins, unity with Christ, and life eternal;
through Jesus Christ, my Lord. Amen.

13



DisTRIBUTION HYMN — A Multitude Comes from the East and West (LSB 510)
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1 A mul - ti - tude comes from the east and the west

20 God, let us  hear when our Shep - herd shall call
3 Al tr1 - als shall be like a dream that 18 past,

4 The heav - ens shall ring with an an - them more grand
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To sit at the feast of sal - va - tion
In ac - cents per - sua - sive and ten - der,
For - got - ten all trou - ble and mourn -  ing.
Than ev - er on earth  was re - cord - ed.
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With A - bra - ham, I - saac, and Ja - cob, the blest,
That while there 1s time we make haste, one and all,
All  ques - tions and doubts have been an - swered at last,
The blest of the Lord shall re - ceive at His hand
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O - bey - ing the Lord’s in - wvi - ta - tion.
And find Him, our might - y de - fend - eer
When ris - es the light of that morn -  ing.
The crown to the vic - tors a - ward - ed.
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Have mer - cy up - on us, 0] Je - sus!
Have mer - cy up - on us, 0] Je - sus!
Have mer - cy up - on us, 0] Je - sus!
Have mer - cy up - on us, 0] Je - sus!

Text: Magnus Brostrup Landstad, 1802-80; tr. Peer O. Stromme, 1856-1921, adapt.
Tune: Swedish, 1694
Text and tune: Public domain
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DisTRIBUTION HYMN — May God Bestow on Us His Grace (LSB 823)
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1 May God be-stow on us His grace, With bless-ings rich pro-
2 Thine o - ver all shall be the praise And thanks of ev -'ry
A3 0O let the peo-ple praise Thy worth, In all good works in -
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vide us; And  may the bright-ness of His face
na -  tion; And all the world with joy shall raise
creas - ing; The land shall plen - teous fruit bring forth,
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To life e-ter-nal guide us, That we His
The voice of ex -ul - ta - tion. For Thou shalt
Thy Word is rich in  bless -  ing. May  God the
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sav - ing health may know, His gra-cious will and plea - sure,
judge the earth, O Lord, Nor suf - fer sin to flour - ish;
Fa - ther, God the Son, And God the Spir - it bless us!
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And al - so to the na-tions show Christ’s rich - es with-out

Thy peo-ple’s pas - ture

is Thy Word Their

souls to feed and

Let all the world praise Him a - lone, Let sol -emn awe pos-
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mea - sure And un - to God con - vert them.

nour - ish, In  righ - teous paths to keep them.

Sess  us. Now let our hearts say, “A - men!”

Text: Martin Luther, 1483-1546; tr. Richard Massie, 1800-87, alt.
Tune: Der Lxvj. Deus Misereatur, 1524, Magdeburg

Text and tune: Public domain
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DisTRIBUTION HYMN — Seek the Lord (LSB 983)

Refrain
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Seek the LoOrD while He may be found;
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10.
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call up - on Him while He i  near.

Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts;

Let him return to the Lord, that He may have compassion on him, and to
our God, for He will abundantly pardon.

For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways My ways,
declares the Lord. Refrain.

For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are MY ways higher than
your ways and My thoughts than your thoughts.

For as the rain and snow come down from heaven and do not return there
but water the earth,

Making it bring forth and sprout, giving seed to the sower and bread to the
eater,

So shall My word be that goes out from My mouth; it shall not return to Me
empty,

But it shall accomplish that which | purpose, and shall succeed in the thing
for which | sent it. Refrain.

You shall go out in joy and be led forth in peace;

And the mountains and the hills before you shall break forth into singing,
and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the
beginning is now, and will be forever. Amen. Refrain.
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THANK THE LORD
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Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell ev-"ry-one what He has done.
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He re-calls His prom-is - es and leads His peo-ple forth in joy
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with shouts of thanks-giv-ing. Al-le - lu - ia, al-le-lu - ia.

PosT-CoMMUNION COLLECT

Let us pray.

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through

this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would
strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love
toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, Who lives
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

GOD BLESSES US AND SENDS US OUT

BENEDICTION

(P) The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.

The Lord look upon you with favor and *I+ give you peace.
Amen.
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CLOSING HYMN — Tell Out, My Soul, the Greatness of the Lord (LSB 935)
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1 Tell out, my soul, the great-ness of the Lord!
2 Tell out, my soul, the great-ness of His name!
3 Tell out, my soul, the great-ness of His might!
4 Tell out, my soul, the glo-ries of His Word!
e
 ia s w— ‘ . . ] ! o | I !
GRS ———————
Un - num - bered bless -ings, give my spir - it voice;
Make known  His might, the deeds His arm has done;
Pow’rs and do - min-ions lay their glo - ry by.
Firm 1s His prom - ise, and His mer - cy sure.
f) # .
o #L ) ) ) P |
(e — e e e ————
Sy—= | —
Ten - der to me the prom-ise of His Word;
His  mer - cy sure, from age to age the same;
Proud hearts and stub -  born wills are put to flight,
Tell out, my soul, the great-ness of the Lord
9 ﬁu . I i o
{1 i = » o ] I i
5= e o
In  God my Sav - ior shall my heart re - joice.
His ho - ly name, the Lord, the Might - 'y One.
The hun - gry fed, the hum-ble Ilift - ed high.
To chil - dren’s chil - dren and for - ev - er - more!

Text: Timothy Dudley-Smith, 1926-2024
Tune: Walter Greatorex, 1877-1949

Text: © 1962, renewed 1990 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004227
Tune: © Oxford University Press. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004227
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DISMISSAL

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord!
Thanks be to God!

SERVING YOU TODAY
Musician Reader Altar Guild
Erin Hodge, organist Sue Bloch Vivian Harris
Ushers Communion Assistants A/V Operator
Dave Pittman Noah Voelker, Harrison lles
Tom McGill Bev Hudgins
Greeter

Kathy Pittman

Acknowledgments: Divine Service, Setting One from Lutheran Service Book. Unless otherwise indicated,
Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®),
copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission.
All rights reserved. Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2023 Concordia Publishing House.
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UPCOMING AT GRACE Livestream

Sunday, August 16
Young Adults Group (3-4:30pm)

Tuesday, August 18
Growing Thru Grief (4-6pm)

Wednesday, August 19 Scan the QR code above or

LWML Quilting (10am) visit

www.gracedurham.org/

Saturday, August 22 i h |
Gather @ Grace: Summer Fun (1-4pm) lvestream-channe
Saturday, August 29 Call In - Audio Only:
Youth Escape Room 309-205-3325, 312-626-

6799, 305-224-1968

Meeting ID: 859 9393 2922

Visit our website at gracedurham.org/news Passcode: 9196826030

for the full calendar of events and small group (PALS) meetings.

Giving

an

Grace Generous Giving
Quick Response (QR) Code,

Grace Lutheran Church provides a simple and secure
824 N Buchanan Blvd, Durham, NC 27701 TEANEE @RI,
durh Hover over the QR code with
www.grace urham.org your phone camera and it
office@gracedurham.org will take you to our giving

919.682.6030 page to make a donation.


http://www.gracedurham.org
mailto:office@gracedurham.org
http://www.gracedurham.org/livestream-channel
http://www.gracedurham.org/livestream-channel

