This Sunday

8:30am Study of
Isaiah
(Fellowship Hall)

9am Sunday
Discussion Group
(Bethlehem Resource
Center)

9:30am Fellowship
(Fellowship Hall)

10:10am Worship
(Sanctuary)

11:30am Church Cookout

Connect With Us
www.gracedurham.org

Copies of the week’s
announcements are
located in the Narthex.

If you’d like to receive our
eNews via email,
please contact
office@gracedurham.org

Welcome to
Grace Lutheran Church

Sunday, September 28, 2025
16th Sunday after Pentecost

David H. Brooks, Pastor

We go with Good News, teaching, serving,
and sharing Christ with our neighbors.

TODAY’S VERSE:

If they do not hear Moses and the Prophets, neither will
they be convinced if someone should rise from the dead.
- Luke 16:31



Welcome to Grace Lutheran Church!
‘I came that they may have life and have it abundantly.” -John 10:10

Worshiping with us for the first time?

If you are a first time visitor, welcome! We’re glad you’re here!
We encourage you to review our Statement of Communion on page 15.
If you have any questions, please take a moment to speak with Pastor Brooks
or one of our ushers.

Please fill out a guest card in the pew racks and tell us about yourself.
If you have any questions, please ask an usher or any friendly face you see.

We welcome children in worship services.
Age-appropriate activity bags are located in the Narthex.

INSIGHT INTO TODAY’S READINGS

Our Help Is Not in Worldly Riches

“The poor man died and was carried by the angels to Abraham’s side,” and “the rich
man also died and was buried” (Luke 16:22). The poor man Lazarus, who knew
many bad things on earth, began to be comforted forever, whereas the rich man,
after a lifetime of good things, began to be “in anguish” (Luke 16:25).

Therefore, “woe to those who are at ease in Zion” (Amos 6:1), for “the revelry of
those who stretch themselves out shall pass away” (Amos 6:7). The wealthy are
urged “not to be haughty, nor to set their hopes on the uncertainty of riches,”
but “to do good, to be rich in good works, to be generous and ready to share”

(1 Tim. 6:17-18). Covetous desire for what God has not given is idolatry and

“a root of all kinds of evils” (1 Tim. 6:10). Contentment belongs to faith, by which
the Christian has “great gain” in godliness (1 Tim. 6:6).



The congregation is asked to join in with the bold-faced text.

PRELUDE

CALL TO WORSHIP

* +

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
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In the name of the Father and of the *}« Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, Who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins
and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. (1 John 1:8)

Silence is provided for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.
In this time, you may present to God any particular issue that is
weighing on your heart or stealing your peace. If you are particularly troubled,
you are welcome to seek private confession with the Pastor.

Let us then confess our sins to God our Father,

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean.

We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve
Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight
in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

Almighty God in His Mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by
His authority, | therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father
and of the *}« Son and of the Holy Spirit. (John 20:19-23)

Amen.



OPENING HYMN — When Morning Gilds the Skies (LSB 807)
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1 When morn-ing gilds the skies, My heart, a - wak - ing, cries,
2 When mirth for mu - sic longs, This is my song of songs:
3 No love-lier an - ti - phon In all high heav’'n is known
4 Ye na-tions of man - kind, In this your con -cord find:
5 Sing, suns and stars of space, Sing, ye that see His face,
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“May Je-sus Christ be praised!” When eve-ning shad-ows fall,
“May Je-sus Christ be praised!” God’s ho - ly house of prayer
Than “Je-sus Christ be praised!” There to thee-ter - nal Word
“May Je-sus Christ be praised!” Let all the earth a - round
Sing, “Je-sus Christ be praised!” God’s whole cre - a - tion o’er,
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This rings my cur-few call: “May Je - sus Christ be praised!”
Hath none that can com-pare With “Je - sus Christ be praised!”
The e - ter - nal psalm is heard: “May Je - sus Christ be praised!”
Ring joy-ous with the sound: “May Je - sus Christ be praised!”
Both now and ev - er - more Shall Je - sus Christ be praised!

Text: Katholisches Gesangbuch, 1828, Wiirzburg; tr. Robert S. Bridges, 1844-1930, alt.
Tune: Joseph Barnby, 1838-96; Text and tune: Public domain
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2 Christ,. . . . have mer - cy. Christ, . . . . have mer - cy.
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Lord, . ... . have mer - cy.
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Music: Russian Orthodox



GLORIA IN EXCELSIS
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We wor-ship You, we give You thanks, we praise You for Your glo-ry.
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Lord Je-sus Christ, on-ly Son of the Fa-ther, Lord God, Lamb of God:
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You are seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa-ther; re-ceive our prayer.

For You a-lone are the Ho-ly One, You a-lone are the Lord,
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SALUTATION AND COLLECT FOR THE DAY

(P) The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

(P] Letuspray...

O God, You are the strength of all who trust in You, and without Your aid

we can do no good thing. Grant us the help of Your grace that we may please
You in both will and deed; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord,

Who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

OUR LORD SPEAKS TO US

*

*

THE OLD TESTAMENT LESSON

Amos 6:1-7 (pg. 768)

The Old Testament Lesson is from the 6th Chapter of Amos.

L“\Woe to those who are at ease in Zion,
and to those who feel secure on the
mountain of Samaria, the notable men
of the first of the nations, to whom the
house of Israel comes!

’Pass over to Calneh, and see,

and from there go to Hamath the great;
then go down to Gath of the Philistines.
Are you better than these kingdoms?
Or is their territory greater than your
territory, >0 you who put far away

the day of disaster and bring near

the seat of violence?

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

*“\Woe to those who lie on beds of ivory
and stretch themselves out on their
couches, and eat lambs from the flock
and calves from the midst of the stall,
>who sing idle songs to the sound of
the harp and like David invent for
themselves instruments of music,

®who drink wine in bowls and anoint
themselves with the finest oils, but are
not grieved over the ruin of Joseph!
"Therefore they shall now be the first
of those who go into exile, and the
revelry of those who stretch themselves
out shall pass away.”



PSALM 146 — Lord, Come and Save Us (Gather Comp. 140)

Congregation sings refrain

Refrain
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save us. Lord, come and save us.
Verses

1. For all my life I will sing to you, O ever faithful God.
You fill the heavens with wondrous lights, the earth sings out your glory.

2. Put not your trust in those who rule, the mighty of this earth.
Their breath shall fail, their power die, their plans shall fade and vanish.

3. You give your sight to all the blind, you raise up those bent low.
Your heart is near to the broken ones, you welcome in the stranger.

4. Happy those who keep faith with you, securing justice for the oppressed,
who give your food to each hungry heart, your freedom to each captive.

5. The weak and poor you sustain in love,
the wicked ones you bring to destruction;
for ever more shall your reign endure, to ev’ry generation.

Text: Psalm 146:3-4, 8-9, 6b-7, 8c-10; Marty Haugen, © 1987, GIA Publications, Inc.; refrain trans. © 1969, ICEL;
Reprinted / Streamed with Permission Under One License #A-701734. All Rights Reserved.



THE EPISTLE LESSON

1 Timothy 3:1-13 (Pew Bible, pg. 992)

The Epistle Lesson is from the 3rd Chapter of 1 Timothy.

The saying is trustworthy: If anyone
aspires to the office of overseer,

he desires a noble task.

*Therefore an overseer must be

above reproach, the husband of one
wife, sober-minded, self-controlled,
respectable, hospitable, able to teach,
*not a drunkard, not violent but gentle,
not quarrelsome, not a lover of money.
*He must manage his own household
well, with all dignity keeping his children
submissive, >for if someone does not
know how to manage his own household,
how will he care for God’s church?

®He must not be a recent convert,

or he may become puffed up with
conceit and fall into the condemnation
of the devil. ’"Moreover, he must be

well thought of by outsiders, so that

he may not fall into disgrace, into a

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

snare of the devil.

8Deacons likewise must be dignified,
not double-tongued, not addicted

to much wine, not greedy for dishonest
gain. °They must hold the mystery of the
faith with a clear conscience.

And let them also be tested first;

then let them serve as deacons if

they prove themselves blameless.
"“Their wives likewise must be dignified,
not slanderers, but sober-minded,
faithful in all things. **Let deacons

each be the husband of one wife,
managing their children and their

own households well. *For those

who serve well as deacons gain a

good standing for themselves and

also great confidence in the faith

that is in Christ Jesus.



ALLELUIA AND VERSE
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words of e-ter-nal life. Al-le-lu - ia, al-le-lu - ia.
HOLY GOSPEL Luke 16:19-31 (Pew Bible, pg. 876)

(P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 16th Chapter.

Glory to You, O Lord.

[Jesus said:] “There was a rich man who
was clothed in purple and fine linen and
who feasted sumptuously every day.
°And at his gate was laid a poor man
named Lazarus, covered with sores,
*who desired to be fed with what fell
from the rich man’s table. Moreover,
even the dogs came and licked his sores.
The poor man died and was carried by
the angels to Abraham’s side. The rich
man also died and was buried, 2and in
Hades, being in torment, he lifted up his
eyes and saw Abraham far off and
Lazarus at his side. **And he called out,
‘Father Abraham, have mercy on me,
and send Lazarus to dip the end of his
finger in water and cool my tongue,

for | am in anguish in this flame.’

2But Abraham said, ‘Child, remember
that you in your lifetime received your

good things, and Lazarus in like manner
bad things; but now he is comforted here,
and you are in anguish. *°And besides all
this, between us and you a great chasm
has been fixed, in order that those who
would pass from here to you may not be
able, and none may cross from there to
us.” 2’And he said, ‘Then | beg you, father,
to send him to my father’s house—

*%tor | have five brothers—so that he may
warn them, lest they also come into this
place of torment.’ °But Abraham said,
‘They have Moses and the Prophets;

let them hear them.” *°And he said,

‘No, father Abraham, but if someone
goes to them from the dead, they will
repent.’ *'He said to him, ‘If they do not
hear Moses and the Prophets, neither will
they be convinced if someone should rise
from the dead.”

(P] This is the Gospel of the Lord. Praise to You, O Christ.



SERMON—The Rev. Dr. David H. Brooks

HYMN OF THE DAY — God of Grace and God of Glory (LSB 850)
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1 God of grace and God of glo - ry, On Your peo - ple
2 Lo, the hosts of e - wvil round us Scorn the Christ, as -
3 Cure Your chil - dren’s war - ring mad-ness; Bend our pride to
4 Save us from weak res - ig - na - tion To the e - vils
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pour Your pow’r; Crown Your an - cient Church’s sto - ry;
sail His ways! From the fears that long have bound us
Your con - trol; Shame our wan - ton, self - ish glad - ness,
we de - plore; Let the gift of Your sal - va - tion
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Bring its bud to glo - rious flow'r. Grant us wis-dom,
Free our hearts to faith and praise. Grant us wis-dom,
Rich in things and poor in  soul. Grant us wis - dom,
Be our glo - ry ev - er - more. Grant us wis - dom,
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grant us cour - age For the fac - ing of this
grant us cour - age For the liv - ing of  these
grant us cour - age Lest we miss Your king - dom’s
grant us cour - age, Serv - ing You whom we a -
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hour, For the fac - ing of this  hour.
days, For the liv - ing of these days.
goal, Lest we miss Your  king - dom’s goal.
dore, Serv. - ing You whom we a - dore.

Text: Harry Emerson Fosdick, 1878-1969

Tune: John Hughes, 1873-1932

Text and tune: Public domain
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APOSTLES’ CREED (spoken in unison)

| believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.

He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church’, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.

+ meaning the whole Church as it confesses the wholeness of the Christian doctrine

WE OFFER OURSELVES TO THE LORD

L 4

L 4

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
(P) Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus,

and for all people
according to their needs. . .

After each prayer, the congregation responds:

(P} Lord in Your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

P} Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your
mercy, through Your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

11



SHARING OF THE PEACE

Following the prayers, the people may greet one another in the name of the Lord,
with the ‘hand wave of peace’, as a sign of reconciliation and of the unity of the
Spirit in the bond of peace (Matthew 5:22—-24; Ephesians 4:1-3).

OFFERTORY MUSIC
OFFERTORY
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C What shall I ren - der to the Lord forall His ben - e-fits to
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me? I will of - fer the sac-ri - fice of thanks - giv-ing  and will
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call  on the name of the Lord. I will take the cup of sal-
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vows to the Lord now in the pres-ence of all His peo - ple, in the
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courts of the Lord’s house, inthe midst of you,O Je-ru-sa-lem.
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OUR LORD GIVES HIMSELF TO US
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SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT

PREFACE
(P} The Lord be with you. (P} Lift up your hearts.
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And al - so with you. We lift them to the Lord.

(P) Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
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It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

(P Itistruly good, right, and salutary ... and with all the company of heaven
we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and singing:
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Ho-ly, ho - ly, ho - ly Lord, God  of pow’r and might:
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san-na. Ho - san - nainthe high-est. Bless-ed is He who
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comes in the name of the Lord. Ho-san-na in the high - est.
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

(P} Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father: Endless is Your mercy and eternal
Your reign. You have filled all creation with light and life; heaven and earth are
full of Your glory. Through Abraham You promised to bless all nations.
You rescued Israel, Your chosen people. Through the prophets You renewed
Your promise; and, at this end of all the ages, You sent Your Son,
Who in words and deeds proclaimed Your kingdom and was obedient to
Your will, even to giving His life.

Amen.

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION

(P} Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed...

(P Remembering, therefore, His death, resurrection, and ascension,
we await His coming in glory. Pour out upon us the Spirit of Your love, O Lord,
and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food,
the true body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord;
to Whom, with You and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory,
now and forever.
Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power
and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
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AGNUS DEI
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Lamb of God, You take a-way the sin of the world; have
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mer-cy onus. Lamb of God,You take a-way the sin of the
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world; have mer-cy on us. Lamb of God, You take a-way the

sin of the world; grant us peace.

Hory COMMUNION

Receiving Holy Communion

As Lutheran Christians, we believe, teach, and confess that Jesus Christ gives us His own
true Body and Blood via the bread and wine of the Lord’s Supper (1 Cor. 10:16).

We trust His promise that this Supper is for the forgiveness of our sins, the increase of
our faith, and the strengthening of our life as the Church. Baptized Christians who share
our confession, repent of their sins, and seek the Lord’s blessing are welcome to receive.
First time guests are kindly asked to speak to our pastor or an usher before receiving
communion. Those not communing are welcome to come forward to receive a blessing.

[For silent prayer before communing]

Dear Savior, at Your gracious invitation | come to Your table to eat and drink Your
holy body and blood. Let me find favor in Your eyes to receive this Holy Sacrament in
faith for the salvation of my soul and to the glory of Your holy name; for You live and
reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

[For silent prayer after receiving the Sacrament]

Almighty and everlasting God, | thank and praise You for feeding me the life-giving

body and blood of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ. Send Your Holy Spirit that, having

With my mouth received the holy Sacrament, | may by faith obtain and eternally

enjoy Your divine grace, the forgiveness of sins, unity with Christ, and life eternal;

through Jesus Christ, my Lord. Amen. 15



DisTRIBUTION HYMN — O Christ, Our True and Only Light (LSB 839)
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1 O Christ, our true and on - ly light, En - light - en
2 Fill with the ra - diance of Your grace  The souls now
30 gent - ly call those gone a - stray That they may
4 Shine on the dark - ened and the cold; Re - call the
5 That they with us may ev - er - more Such grace with
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those  who sit in night; Let those a - far now
lost in er - ror’s maze; En - light - en those  whose
find the sav. - ing way! Let ev - 'ty con - science
wan - d’rers to Your fold. U - nite all those who
won - d’ring thanks a - dore And end - less praise to
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hear ~ Your voice And in Your fold with us re - joice.
in - most minds Some dark de - lu - sion haunts and blinds.
sore op - pressed In You find peace and heav'n - ly rest.
walk a - part; Con - firm the weak and doubt - ing heart,

You be giv’n By all Your Church in earth and heav’n.

Text: Johann Heermann, 1585-1647; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-78, alt.; Tune: Andachtige Haus-Kirche, 1676, Nirnberg
Text and tune: Public domain
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DisTRIBUTION HYMN — The Saints in Christ Are One in Every Place
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" o o (LSB 838)
e e e e | e e
W —— - ==
1 The saints in Christ are one in ev - 'ry place
2 In chains for Christ! His pris - 'ners love to sing,
3 To live is Christ, for us, to die is gain;
4 Lord Je - sus Christ! Heav’n’s praise let earth re - peat;
He
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To serve the Gos -pel of His cost - ly grace;
For slaves and free re - joice to praise  our King;
Where then shall be our hun - ger, dan - ger, pain?
The work that You be-gan, You will com - plete.
0 4
(3 — e o T 2 o
] A
From those first days to this, our hope the same:
What though the Church on earth still suf - fers wrong?
Our joy to preach good news to rich and  poor,
By grace let ev - ry foe be- come Your friend;
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The love of Christ, one Lord, one sav - ing name.
The cross of  Christ re - mains our pil -  grim song.
Then be with Christ, to live for - ev - er - more.
Your day, O  Christ, shall dawn and nev - er end.

Text: Christopher M. Idle, 1938, alt.
Tune: Walter Greatorex, 1877-1949

Text: © 1996 The Jubilate Group, admin. Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004227
Tune: © Oxford University Press. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004227
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THANK THE LORD
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Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell ev-"ry-one what He has done.
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with shouts of thanks-giv-ing. Al-le - lu - ia, al-le-lu - ia.

PosT-CoMMUNION COLLECT

P) Let us pray.

Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a foretaste of the

promised feast in the Holy Supper. Keep us firm in the true faith throughout
the days of our pilgrimage that, on the day of the Lord’s approach, we may,
with all Your saints, celebrate the marriage feast of the Lamb in His Kingdom
that has no end; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, Who lives and reigns

with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

GOD BLESSES US AND SENDS US OUT

*

BENEDICTION

(P)  The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and "I+ give you peace.
Amen.
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CLOSING HYMN — Praise to You and Adoration (LSB 692)

o) .
[’ A | | [ | | | [ [ | |
b | | | | | | | | | | | | o |
(9" ‘ () d | | | I I I o () & |
o | | 1 (&) v | |
oJ e “ = '
1 Praise to You and ad - o - ra - tion, Bless - ed Je - sus,
2 Hold me ev - er in Your keep - ing; Com - fort me in
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Son of God, Who, to serve Your own cre - a - tion, Came to
pain and strife. In my laugh-ter and my weep-ing Be with
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share our flesh and blood. Guide me that I nev-er may
me through - out my life. Give me great - er love for You,
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From Your fold or  pas - tures stray, But  with zeal and
And my faith and hope re - new In Your birth, Your
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joy ex -ceed - ing Fol - low where Your steps are lead - ing.
life, and pas - sion, In Your death and res - ur - rec - tion.

Text: Thomas Hansen Kingo, 1634-1703; (st. 1): tr. Kristen Kvamme, 1866-1938, alt.; (st. 2): tr. Christian Worship, 1993
Tune: Trente quatre Pseaumes de David, 1551, Geneva, ed. Louis Bourgeois
Text and tune: Public domain

DISMISSAL

P} Where do you go?

Into the world! Christ sends us that we may tell the Good News of the
Kingdom of God.

(P) Then go in peace; rejoice in God; love one another.

[ In the name of Christ! Amen.

POSTLUDE



SERVING YOU TODAY

Musician Reader Altar Guild
Erin Hodge, Joe Milko John Kolba, setup
organist Frank Oruwari,
Communion clean up
Ushers Assistant
Leonard Hango Dean Kolba A/V Operator
Tom McGill, Barb Tippin
Acolyte Greeter
Jan Kolba
UPCOMING AT GRACE

Sunday, October 5 - LWML Quilting Sunday
Taste of Grace (11:30am)
Saturday, October 11 - Farmer’s Market (1pm-4pm)

Sunday, October 19 - Way of Grace 4-Course Series (11:30am)

Visit our website at gracedurham.org/news for the full
calendar of events and small group (PALS) meetings.
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Grace Lutheran Church

824 N Buchanan Blvd, Durham, NC 27701
www.gracedurham.org
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919.682.6030
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Livestream

Scan the QR code above or
visit
www.gracedurham.org/
livestream-channel

Call In - Audio Only:
309-205-3325, 312-626-
6799, 305-224-1968

Meeting ID: 847 8043 7557
Passcode: 9196826030

Giving

Grace Generous Giving
Quick Response (QR) Code,
provides a simple and secure
method of giving.
Hover over the QR code with
your phone camera and it
will take you to our giving
page to make a donation.
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