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David H. Brooks, Pastor 
 

Mission Statement: Welcoming Everyone to Walk the Way of GRACE: 
Grow with Jesus • Rejoice in God • Answer with Hope • Care for the Neighbor 

• Embrace Community 
 

Website: www.gracedurham.org 
Contact Us: office@gracedurham.org • 919.682.6030 

Service Time: Sunday – 10:10 AM 
Livestream (10:10 AM): www.gracedurham.org/livestream-channel 

Call In - Audio Only (10:10 AM): 309-205-3325, 312-626-6799, 646-931-3860, 929-
205-6099, 301-715-8592, 305-224-1968 

Meeting ID: 838 6523 6722 Passcode: 9196826030 
 

WELCOME TO GRACE: 
“I was glad when they said to me, ‘Let us go into the house of the LORD.’” 

- Psalm 122:1 
Worshiping with us the first time? Please fill out a guest card in the pew racks  

and tell us about yourself. If you have any questions, please ask an usher or any  
friendly face you see! 

 

Copies of the week’s eNews announcements are located in the Narthex.  
 

We welcome children in worship services. 
Age-appropriate activity bags are located in the Narthex. 

 

http://www.gracedurham.org/
mailto:office@gracedurham.org
http://www.gracedurham.org/livestream-channel
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“Aria from Anna Magdalena Notebook” - Bach  

 

 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, Who is faithful and just, will forgive our 
sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. (1 John 1:8) 

 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father, 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. 
We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our 
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly 
deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, 
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that 
we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your 
holy name. Amen. 

 

P Almighty God in His Mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by 
His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father 

and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.  (John 20:19-23) 

C Amen. 
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: LSB 905 “Come, Thou Almighty King” 

 

 

 

 
    Text: English, before 1760, alt.; Tune: Felice de Giardini, 1716–96; Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 

WOV 602 

 LSB Page 154
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:  

 

P The Lord be with you.   

C And also with you. 
 

P Let us pray. 
Blessed Lord, since You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for 
our learning, grant that we may so hear them, read, mark, learn, and 
inwardly digest them that we may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed 
hope of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, Who lives 
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C  Amen. 
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:                      Ezekiel 17:22–24 (Pew Bible, pg. 704) 

The Old Testament Lesson is from the 17th Chapter of Ezekiel. 
  
22Thus says the Lord GOD: “I Myself will 
take a sprig from the lofty top of the 
cedar and will set it out. I will break off 
from the topmost of its young twigs a 
tender one, and I Myself will plant it on a 
high and lofty mountain.  
23On the mountain height of Israel will I 
plant it, that it may bear branches and 
produce fruit and become a noble cedar. 

And under it will dwell every kind of bird; 
in the shade of its branches birds of every 
sort will nest.  
24And all the trees of the field shall know 
that I am the LORD; I bring low the high 
tree, and make high the low tree, dry up 
the green tree, and make the dry tree 
flourish. I am the LORD; I have spoken, 
and I will do it.” 

 

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God.  

 Gather Comprehensive 18 “Happy Are They” 

 

 

 

1 Happy are they who do not seek to walk the way of those who sin,  

but delight in the law of the Lord. Happy, happy are they. Refrain. 

 

2 Like a tree planted near water, there it blooms, like our God, 

 Whose leaves will not fade, but remain. Happy, happy are they. Refrain. 

 

3 The wicked, the lawless, who, like the chaff, our God, like wind, will drive away.  

God will keep watch for the just. Happy, happy are they. Refrain. 
 
Contributor: David Haas; Text: Refrain from Lectionary for Mass; verses psalm 1:1-2,3-4,6; para. By Haas; Refrain trans. © 1969, ICEL; verses © 1989 GIA Publications, Inc.; Reprinted / 
Streamed with Permission Under One License #A-701734. All Rights Reserved. 

 

:                        2 Corinthians 5:1–17 (Pew Bible, pg. 966) 

The Epistle Lesson is from the 5th Chapter of Second Corinthians. 
 
1We know that if the tent, which is our 
earthly home, is destroyed, we have a 
building from God, a house not made 
with hands, eternal in the heavens.  

2For in this tent we groan, longing to put 
on our heavenly dwelling, 3if indeed by 
putting it on we may not be found 
naked.  
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4For while we are still in this tent, we 
groan, being burdened—not that we 
would be unclothed, but that we would 
be further clothed, so that what is 
mortal may be swallowed up by life.  
5He Who has prepared us for this very 
thing is God, Who has given us the Spirit 
as a guarantee.  
6So we are always of good courage. We 
know that while we are at home in the 
body we are away from the Lord, 7for we 
walk by faith, not by sight.  
8Yes, we are of good courage, and we 
would rather be away from the body and 
at home with the Lord.  
9So whether we are at home or away, we 
make it our aim to please Him.  
10For we must all appear before the 
judgment seat of Christ, so that each 
one may receive what is due for what he 
has done in the body, whether good or 
evil.  
11Therefore, knowing the fear of the 
Lord, we persuade others. But what we 

are is known to God, and I hope it is 
known also to your conscience.  
12We are not commending ourselves to 
you again but giving you cause to boast 
about us, so that you may be able to 
answer those who boast about outward 
appearance and not about what is in the 
heart.  
13For if we are beside ourselves, it is for 
God; if we are in our right mind, it is for 
you.  
14For the love of Christ controls us, 
because we have concluded this: that 
one has died for all, therefore all have 
died; 15and He died for all, that those 
who live might no longer live for 
themselves but for Him Who for their 
sake died and was raised.  
16From now on, therefore, we regard no 
one according to the flesh. Even though 
we once regarded Christ according to 
the flesh, we regard Him thus no longer.  
17Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a 
new creation. The old has passed away; 
behold, the new has come. 

 

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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: 

  

 

 
 

:                                      Mark 4:26–34 (Pew Bible, pg. 839) 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the fourth Chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

26[Jesus] said, “The kingdom of God is as 
if a man should scatter seed on the 
ground.  
27He sleeps and rises night and day, and 
the seed sprouts and grows; he knows 
not how.  
28The earth produces by itself, first the 
blade, then the ear, then the full grain in 
the ear.  
29But when the grain is ripe, at once he 
puts in the sickle, because the harvest 
has come.”  
30And He said, “With what can we 
compare the kingdom of God, or what 
parable shall we use for it?  

31It is like a grain of mustard seed, 
which, when sown on the ground, is the 
smallest of all the seeds on earth, 32yet 
when it is sown it grows up and becomes 
larger than all the garden plants and 
puts out large branches, so that the 
birds of the air can make nests in its 
shade.”  
33With many such parables He spoke the 
word to them, as they were able to hear 
it.  
34He did not speak to them without a 
parable, but privately to His own 
disciples He explained everything. 

 

 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

: The Rev. Dr. David H. Brooks 
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:  LSB 669 “Come, We That Love the Lord” 

 

 

 

 

 

 
    Text (sts. 1–4): Isaac Watts, 1674–1748; Text (ref) and tune: Robert Lowry, 1826–99; Text and tune: Public domain 

 
 

 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. And 
in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died and was buried. 

  

He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He 
ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father 
Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.  
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I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic1 Church, the communion 
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the 
life everlasting. Amen.  
 

: 

P Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people 
according to their needs. . .  

 Lord in Your mercy, 

C Hear our prayer. 
 

P Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your 
 mercy, through Your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

: 

Following the prayers, the people may greet one another in the name of the Lord, with the 
‘hand wave of peace’, as a sign of reconciliation and of the unity of the Spirit in the bond of 
peace (Matthew 5:22–24; Ephesians 4:1–3). 
 

 “How Beautiful”  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
meaning the whole Church as it confesses the wholeness of the Christian doctrine 
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: 
            

 

  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord,…. Therefore, with angels and archangels and with all the 
company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore 
praising You and singing: 

 

:  
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P  Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth. In mercy for our fallen world You  
gave Your only Son, that all who believe in Him should not perish, but have 
eternal life. We give thanks to You for the salvation You have prepared for us 
through Jesus Christ. Send now Your Holy Spirit into our hearts, that we may 
receive our Lord with a living faith as He comes to us in His holy supper. 

C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed… 
 

P Remembering, therefore, His death, resurrection, and ascension, we await His 
coming in glory. Pour out upon us the Spirit of Your love, O Lord, and unite 
the wills of all who share this heavenly food, the true body and blood of Jesus 
Christ, our Lord; to Whom, with You and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, 
now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

C Our Father Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the 
kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
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:  

 

 

 

 

 

: 

Receiving Holy Communion 
As Lutheran Christians, we believe, teach, and confess that Jesus Christ gives us His own true 
Body and Blood via the bread and wine of the Lord’s Supper (1 Cor. 10:16). We trust His promise 
that this Supper is for the forgiveness of our sins, the increase of our faith, and the strengthening 
of our life as the Church. Baptized Christians who share our confession, repent of their sins, and 
seek the Lord’s blessing are welcome to receive. First time guests are kindly asked to speak to 
our pastor or an usher before receiving communion. Those not communing are welcome to come 
forward to receive a blessing. 

 

[For silent prayer before communing] 
Dear Savior, at Your gracious invitation I come to Your table to eat and drink Your holy body 

and blood. Let me find favor in Your eyes to receive this Holy Sacrament in faith for the 
salvation of my soul and to the glory of Your holy name; for You live and reign with the Father 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

 

[For silent prayer after receiving the Sacrament] 
Almighty and everlasting God, I thank and praise You for feeding me the life-giving body and 

blood of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ. Send Your Holy Spirit that, having with my mouth 
received the holy Sacrament, I may by faith obtain and eternally enjoy Your divine grace, the 
forgiveness of sins, unity with Christ, and life eternal; through Jesus Christ, my Lord. Amen. 
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:  LSB 649 “Blest Be the Tie That Binds” 

 

 
 

     Text: John Fawcett, 1740–1817, alt.; Tune: Lowell Mason, 1792–1872, alt.; Text and tune: Public domain 

 

LSB 618 “I Come, O Savior, to Thy Table” 

 

 

 

 
Text: Friedrich Christian Heyder, 1677–1754; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, abr.; Tune: Emskirchner Choral-Buch, 1756, Leipzig 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004227; Tune: Public domain 
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:  

 

 

 

 

: 
 

P Let us pray. 
 Thanks and praise to You, O God for this feast of victory that You have shared 

with us. We believe we have been redeemed by the breaking of Christ’s body, 
and the pouring of His blood. Help us rely on this sacrament for strength, 
confident that what we now hold in hope, we will enjoy in true fulfillment in 
heaven; through our Lord Jesus Christ Who reigns with You and the Holy Spirit 
now and forever.  

C Amen. 
 

: 
  

P May almighty God shield you as you go, wherever He may lead you. 
The hand of the Father touching you, the blessing of the God of life. 
The yoke of Jesus upon you, the blessing of the Christ of love. 
The power of the Spirit within you, the blessing of the Breath of grace. 

The blessing of the T Holy Trinity be upon you. Now and forevermore.  

C Amen. 
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:  LBW 501 “He Leadeth Me: Oh, Blessed Thought” 
 

 

 

 
 

     

Contributors: Joeseph Gilmore, William Bradbury; Tune and Text: Public Domain; Reprinted / Streamed with Permission Under One License #A-701734. All Rights Reserved. 

 
:  

 

P  We go in the strength and joy of God! Let us not forget the things that our eyes 
have seen or let them fade from our hearts as long as we live (Deut 4:9). So let 
us recall what the Lord has set before us. 

 

P  Here is how the head of the home should teach the members of the 
household to pray at evening: 

 

C In the evening when you go to bed, make the sign of the holy cross and say: 

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

C Then kneeling or standing, repeat the Creed and the Lord’s Prayer. If you 
choose, you may also say this little prayer: 

  I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that 
You have graciously kept me this day; and I pray that You would forgive me 
all my sins where I have done wrong, and graciously keep me this night. For 
into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let 
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Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me. 
Amen. 

 

C  Then go to sleep at once and in good cheer. 
 

P So go in peace to love and serve the Lord! 

C Thanks be to God! 

 
 

 
SERVING YOU TODAY: 
Organist: Erin Hodge 

 

  Ushers    Reader   Communion Assistant 
10:10 AM  Frank Oruwari &   Marie Hammond  Gary Stuhlmiller 
  Tom McGill*    Greeter: Joyce Eckart 
    

  Altar Guild:  Vivian Harris,   A/V Operator:  John Kolba 
   Setup, & Clean up 
*Acolyte 
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