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David H. Brooks, Pastor– January 26, 2025 

Worshiping with us for the first time? 
Please fill out a guest card in the pew racks and tell us about yourself. If you have 
any questions, please ask an usher or any friendly face you see! 
 

We welcome children in worship services. Age-appropriate activity bags are located 
in the Narthex. 
 

Copies of the week’s eNews announcements are located in the Narthex. 
 

Website: www.gracedurham.org 
 

Contact Us: office@gracedurham.org  
919.682.6030 

Mission Statement:  We go with Good News, teaching, serving, and sharing Christ 
with our neighbors. 

Livestream: 
www.gracedurham.org/livestream-

channel 
 

Call In - Audio Only: 309-205-3325, 312-
626-6799, 305-224-1968 

Meeting ID: 859 9393 2922 Passcode: 
9196826030 

 

“With all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in love.” 
- Ephesians 4:2

 

Third Sunday after the Epiphany 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

http://www.gracedurham.org/
mailto:office@gracedurham.org
http://www.gracedurham.org/livestream-channel
http://www.gracedurham.org/livestream-channel
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P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C Who made heaven and earth. 
  

P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 
  

P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and 
praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the 
fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess 
before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and 
deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. 
Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our 
heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, 
be merciful to me, a sinner. 

 

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to 
everlasting life. Amen. 

 

P Almighty God, merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You declared us to be Your 
children and gathered us into Your one, holy Church, in which You daily and 
richly forgive us our sins and grant us new life through Your Spirit. Be in our 
midst, enliven our faith, and graciously receive our prayer and praise; 
through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
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: LSB 909 “Christ is Made the Sure Foundation” 

 

 

 

 
Text: Latin, c. 8th cent.; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–66, alt.; Tune: Henry Purcell, 1659–95, adapt.; Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 

(Sung Through Three Times)

(Sung to the Tune of LSB 515 “Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers”)

1 To God on high be glory And peace to all the earth; 
     Goodwill from God in heaven Proclaimed at Jesus’ birth! 
     We praise and bless You, Father; Your holy name, we sing— 
     Our thanks for Your great glory, Lord God, our heav’nly King. 



 4 

 

2 To You, O sole-begotten, The Father’s Son, we pray; 
    O Lamb of God, our Savior, You take our sins away. 
    Have mercy on us, Jesus; Receive our heartfelt cry, 
    Where You in pow’r are seated At God’s right hand on high— 
  

3 For You alone are holy; You only are the Lord. 
    Forever and forever, Be worshiped and adored; 
    You with the Holy Spirit Alone are Lord Most High, 
    In God the Father’s glory. “Amen!” our glad reply. 

 

:  

 

P The Lord be with you.   

C And also with you. 
 

P Let us pray. 
Almighty and everlasting God, Who governs all things in heaven and on 
earth, mercifully hear the prayers of Your people and grant us Your peace 
through all our days; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, Who lives 
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 C Amen. 
 

:      Nehemiah 8:1–3, 5–6, 8–10 (Pew Bible, pg. 403) 

The Old Testament Lesson is from the 8th Chapter of Nehemiah.    
 

1 All the people gathered as one man 
into the square before the Water Gate. 
And they told Ezra the scribe to bring the 
Book of the Law of Moses that 
the Lord had commanded Israel.  
2So Ezra the priest brought the Law 
before the assembly, both men and 
women and all who could understand 
what they heard, on the first day of the 
seventh month.  

3And he read from it facing the square 
before the Water Gate from early 
morning until midday, in the presence of 
the men and the women and those who 
could understand. And the ears of all the 
people were attentive to the Book of the 
Law. . . . 

 5And Ezra opened the book in the sight 
of all the people, for he was above all the 
people, and as he opened it all the 
people stood. 
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 6And Ezra blessed the Lord, the great 
God, and all the people answered, 
“Amen, Amen,” lifting up their hands. 
And they bowed their heads and 
worshiped the Lord with their faces to 
the ground. . . .  
8They read from the book, from the Law 
of God, clearly, and they gave the sense, 
so that the people understood the 
reading. 

 9And Nehemiah, who was the governor, 
and Ezra the priest and scribe, and the 

Levites who taught the people said to all 
the people, “This day is holy to 
the Lord your God; do not mourn or 
weep.” For all the people wept as they 
heard the words of the Law.  
10Then he said to them, “Go your way. 
Eat the fat and drink sweet wine and 
send portions to anyone who has 
nothing ready, for this day is holy to our 
Lord. And do not be grieved, for the joy 
of the Lord is your strength.” 

 

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God.  

Gather Comprehensive 27 “Lord, You Have the Words” 

 

1. The law of the Lord is perfect, refreshing the soul; the Lord’s rule 

is to be trusted, the simple find wisdom. Refrain. 

2. The fear of the Lord is holy, abiding forever; the decrees of the 

Lord are true, all of them just. Refrain. 

3. The precepts of the Lord are right, they gladden the heart, the 

command of the Lord is clear, giving light to the eye. Refrain. 

4. They are worth more than gold, than the finest gold, sweeter than 

honey, than honey from the comb. Refrain. 
 
Contributors: David Haas, International Commission on English in the Liturgy (ICEL); Tune: David Haas, © 1983, GIA Publications, Inc. Text: David Haas, © 1983, GIA Publications, Inc.; refrain 
tr. © 1969, ICEL; Reprinted / Streamed with permission Under One License #A-701734. All rights reserved. 
 

:   1 Corinthians 12:12–31a (Pew Bible, pg. 959) 

The Epistle Lesson is from the 12th Chapter of First Corinthians 
 

12For just as the body is one and has 
many members, and all the members of 

the body, though many, are one body, so 
it is with Christ.  
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13For in one Spirit we were all baptized 
into one Body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or 
free—and all were made to drink of one 
Spirit.  
14For the body does not consist of one 
member but of many.  
15If the foot should say, “Because I am 
not a hand, I do not belong to the body,” 
that would not make it any less a part of 
the body.  
16And if the ear should say, “Because I 
am not an eye, I do not belong to the 
body,” that would not make it any less a 
part of the body. 
17If the whole body were an eye, where 
would be the sense of hearing? If the 
whole body were an ear, where would 
be the sense of smell? 
18But as it is, God arranged the members 
in the body, each one of them, as He 
chose.  
19If all were a single member, where 
would the body be?  
20As it is, there are many parts, yet one 
body. 
21The eye cannot say to the hand, “I have 
no need of you,” nor again the head to 
the feet, “I have no need of you.” 

22On the contrary, the parts of the body 
that seem to be weaker are 
indispensable, 
23and on those parts of the body that we 
think less honorable we bestow the 
greater honor, and our unpresentable 
parts are treated with greater 
modesty, 24which our more presentable 
parts do not require. But God has so 
composed the body, giving greater 
honor to the part that lacked it, 25that 
there may be no division in the body, but 
that the members may have the same 
care for one another.  
26If one member suffers, all suffer 
together; if one member is honored, all 
rejoice together.  
27Now you are the body of Christ and 
individually members of it.  
28And God has appointed in the church 
first apostles, second prophets, third 
teachers, then miracles, then gifts of 
healing, helping, administrating, and 
various kinds of tongues. 
29Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are 
all teachers? Do all work miracles? 

 30Do all possess gifts of healing? Do all 
speak with tongues? Do all interpret?  
31But earnestly desire the higher gifts. 

 

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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: 

 

 
 

 

Luke 4:16–30 (Pew Bible, pg. 859) 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the fourth Chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

16[Jesus] came to Nazareth, where He 
had been brought up. And as was His 
custom, He went to the synagogue on 
the Sabbath day, and He stood up to 
read.  
17And the scroll of the prophet Isaiah 
was given to Him. He unrolled the scroll 
and found the place where it was 
written, 18“The Spirit of the Lord is upon 
Me, because He has anointed Me 
proclaim good news to the poor. He has 
sent Me to proclaim liberty to the 
captives and recovering of sight to the 
blind, to set at liberty those who are 
oppressed, 19to proclaim the year of the 
Lord’s favor.”  
20And He rolled up the scroll and gave it 
back to the attendant and sat down. 
And the eyes of all in the synagogue 
were fixed on Him.  
21And He began to say to them, “Today 
this Scripture has been fulfilled in your 
hearing.”  

22And all spoke well of Him and 
marveled at the gracious words that 
were coming from His mouth. And they 
said, “Is not this Joseph’s son?”  
23And He said to them, “Doubtless you 
will quote to Me this proverb, ‘Physician, 
heal yourself.’ What we have heard You 
did at Capernaum, do here in Your 
hometown as well.”  
24And He said, “Truly, I say to you, no 
prophet is acceptable in his hometown.  
25But in truth, I tell you, there were many 
widows in Israel in the days of Elijah, 
when the heavens were shut up three 
years and six months, and a great 
famine came over all the land, 26and 
Elijah was sent to none of them but only 
to Zarephath, in the land of Sidon, to a 
woman who was a widow.  
27And there were many lepers in Israel in 
the time of the prophet Elisha, and none 
of them was cleansed, but only Naaman 
the Syrian.”  
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28When they heard these things, all in 
the synagogue were filled with wrath.  
29And they rose up and drove Him out of 
the town and brought Him to the brow 
of the hill on which their town was built, 

so that they could throw Him down the 
cliff.  
30But passing through their midst, He 
went away. 

 

 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

: The Rev. Dr. David H. Brooks 

 

:  LSB 839 “O, Christ Our True and Only Light” 

 

 

 
Text: Johann Heermann, 1585–1647; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt.; Tune: Andächtige Haus-Kirche, 1676, Nürnberg; Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 

C  I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. And 
in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died and was buried. 
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 He descended into hell. The third day He rose again  from  the 
dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God 
the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the 
living and the dead.  

  

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic1 Church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of 
the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.  

  

: 
 

P Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people 
according to their needs. . .  

 Lord in Your mercy, 

C Hear our prayer. 
 

P Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your 
 mercy, through Your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

: 

Following the prayers, the people may greet one another in the name of the Lord, 
with the ‘hand wave of peace’, as a sign of reconciliation and of the unity of the 
Spirit in the bond of peace (Matthew 5:22–24; Ephesians 4:1–3). 

 

 

(Ushers bring offering plate forward during the Offertory) 

 
 
 

 
meaning the whole Church as it confesses the wholeness of the Christian doctrine 
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: 
  

P The Lord be with you. 

 

P Lift up your hearts. 

 

 

  P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 
 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that . . .  
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: 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

: 
 

P As we prepare for this great gift, let us pray as our Lord has taught us: 
 

C Our Father Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the 
kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

: 
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: 
 

Receiving Holy Communion 
As Lutheran Christians, we believe, teach, and confess that Jesus Christ gives us His own true 
Body and Blood via the bread and wine of the Lord’s Supper (1 Cor. 10:16). We trust His promise 
that this Supper is for the forgiveness of our sins, the increase of our faith, and the strengthening 
of our life as the Church. Baptized Christians who share our confession, repent of their sins, and 
seek the Lord’s blessing are welcome to receive. First time guests are kindly asked to speak to 
our pastor or an usher before receiving communion. Those not communing are welcome to come 
forward to receive a blessing. 

[For silent prayer before communing] 
Dear Savior, at Your gracious invitation I come to Your table to eat and drink Your holy body 

and blood. Let me find favor in Your eyes to receive this Holy Sacrament in faith for the 
salvation of my soul and to the glory of Your holy name; for You live and reign with the Father 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

[For silent prayer after receiving the Sacrament] 
Almighty and everlasting God, I thank and praise You for feeding me the life-giving body and 

blood of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ. Send Your Holy Spirit that, having with my mouth 
received the holy Sacrament, I may by faith obtain and eternally enjoy Your divine grace, the 
forgiveness of sins, unity with Christ, and life eternal; through Jesus Christ, my Lord. Amen. 

 

:  LSB 427 “In the Cross of Christ I Glory” 

 

 

 
Text: John Bowring, 1792–1872; Tune: Ithamar Conkey, 1815–67; Text and tune: Public domai
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LSB 610 “Lord Jesus Think on Me” 

 

 
Text: Synesius of Cyrene, c. 365–c. 414; tr. Allen W. Chatfield, 1808–96, alt.; Tune: William Daman, c. 1540–1591; Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 

:  

 

 

 

 
 

 

: 
 

P Let us pray. 
 We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this 

salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us 
through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, Who lives and reigns with You and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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: 
  

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

:  LSB 924 “Lord Dismiss Us with Your Blessing” 

 

 

 

 
Text (sts. 1–2): attr. John Fawcett, 1740–1817, alt.; (st. 3): Godfrey Thring, 1823–1903, alt.; Tune: Henry T. Smart, 1813–79; Text and tune: Public domain 

 
 

: 

P:  Go forth! Walk in the light of Christ to the glory of God and for the care of 
the neighbor. 

C: We go in the peace of God. Amen. 
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SERVING YOU TODAY: 
Organist:  Erin Hodge 

 
  Ushers    Reader   Communion Assistant 
10:10 AM  Scott Gesell    Judy Ferren   Marie Snyder 
  Tom McGill* 
   

  Greeter: Kathy Peterson 

  
  Altar Guild:  Dede Crosmer   A/V Operator:  Donna Gesell 
   Setup; Amy Robertson, Cleanup 
*Acolyte 
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