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WELCOME TO GRACE

Worshiping with us for the first time?
Please fill out a guest card in the pew racks and tell us about yourself. If you have
any questions, please ask an usher or any friendly face you see!

We welcome children in worship services. Age-appropriate activity bags are located
in the Narthex.

Copies of the week’s eNews announcements are located in the Narthex.

Website: www.gracedurham.org Contact Us: office@gracedurham.org
919.682.6030
Mission Statement: We go with Good News, teaching, serving, and sharing Christ
with our neighbors.
Livestream: Call In - Audio Only: 309-205-3325, 312-
www.gracedurham.org/livestream- 626-6799, 305-224-1968
channel Meeting ID: 896 1745 3367 Passcode:
9196826030

TODAY’S VERSE:

“O give thanks to the God of heaven, for His steadfast love endures forever.” -
Psalm 136:26

PRELUDE
sessssnnnnnnnnnnnns \Y/F PREPARFE TO MEET OUR L ORI ssssssssssnnnnnnns
Fourth Sunday in Advent

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

[P) In the name of the Father and of the *}« Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.


http://www.gracedurham.org/
mailto:office@gracedurham.org
http://www.gracedurham.org/livestream-channel
http://www.gracedurham.org/livestream-channel

[P) If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, Who is faithful and just, will forgive our
sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. (1John 1:8)

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

(P] Let us then confess our sins to God our Father,

Almighty and gracious Father, we have erred and strayed from Your ways
like lost sheep. We have followed too much the devices and desires of
our own hearts. We have offended against Your holy laws. We did not do
those things which we ought to have done, and we have done those
things which we ought not to have done; apart from You, there is nothing
good in us. O Lord, have mercy upon us in our pride and our misery. In
Your love, spare those who confess their faults, restore those who are
penitent, and lift up those who are lowly; according to Your promises
declared unto us in Christ Jesus our Lord. Grant that we may go forth to
live a godly, righteous, and sober life; to the glory of His name. Amen

[P) Almighty God in His Mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by
His authority, | therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father
and of the I« Son and of the Holy Spirit. (john 20:19-23)

Amen.

OPENING HYMN: LSB 513 “The Clouds of Judgment Gather”
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Text: Bernard of Cluny, 12th cent.; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978; Tune: Welsh
Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004227; Tune: Public domain
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SERVICE OF THE WORD

KYRIE (LSB 942):.
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Hear our cry and grant our sup-pli-ca - tion. E-le-i-son! E-le-i-son!
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sin-ful world with glad - ness.

E-le -i-son! E-le - i - son!

Text: German version, Ordenung der ceremonien, 1537/38, Naumburg; tr. W. Gustave Polack, 1890-1950, alt.; Text and tune: Latin, 9th cent.;
Tune: adapt. Kirchen ampt Deutsch, 1525, Erfurt; Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004227; Tune: Public domain

SALUTATION AND COLLECT FORTHE DAY:

[P) The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

[P) Let us pray.

Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come and help us by Your might, that the
sins which weigh us down may be quickly lifted by Your grace and mercy;
for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now

and forever.
Amen.

SEsssEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE®E OUR LORD SPEAKS TO US SEsssEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE®E

THE OLD TESTAMENT LESSON:

Micah 5:2-5a (rew Bible, pg. 779)

The Old Testament Lesson is from the 5t Chapter of Micah.

2 But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who
are too little to be among the clans of
Judah, from you shall come forth for Me
One Who is to be ruler in Israel, Whose
origin is from of old, from ancient days.

3Therefore He shall give them up until
the time when she who is in labor has
given birth; then the rest of His brothers
shall return to the people of Israel.

4And He shall stand and shepherd His
flock in the strength of the Lord, in the
majesty of the name of the Lord His God.
And they shall dwell secure, for now He
shall be great to the ends of the earth.

>And He shall be their peace.



This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM 80 — Gather Comp. 74 “The Vineyard of the Lord”

Refrain
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The vine-yard of the Lord is the house of Is-ra-el

Verses

1. You brought a vine out of Egypt; to plant it you drove out the nations.

It stretched out its branches to the sea,

to the Great River it stretched out its shoots.

2. Then why have you broken down its walls?

It 1s plucked by all who pass by.

It 1s ravaged by the boar of the forest, devoured by the beasts of the field.

3. God of hosts, turn again, we implore look down from heaven and see.
Visit the vine and protect it, the vine your right hand has planted.

4. And we shall never forsake you again;

give us life that we may call upon your name.

God of hosts, bring us back;

let your face shine on us and we shall be saved.

Text: Psalm 80:9, 12-14, 15-16, 19-20; © 1963, 1993, The Grail, GIA Publications, Inc., agent; refrain trans. © 1969, ICEL;
Reprinted / Streamed with Permission under One License #A-701734. All Rights Reserved.

EPISTLE LESSON:

Hebrews 10:5-10 (Pew Bible, pg. 1006)

The Epistle Lesson is from the 10t Chapter of Hebrews.

*When Christ came into the world, He
said, “Sacrifices and offerings you have
not desired, but a body have you
prepared for Me; in burnt offerings and
sin offerings you have taken no pleasure.

’Then | said, ‘Behold, | have come to do
Your will, O God, as it is written of Me in
the scroll of the book.””

8When He said above, “You have neither
desired nor taken pleasure in sacrifices

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

and offerings and burnt offerings and sin
offerings” (these are offered according
to the law), °then He added, “Behold, |
have come to do Your will.” He abolishes
the first in order to establish the second.

0And by that will we have been
sanctified through the offering of the
body of Jesus Christ once for all.



ALLELUIA AND VERSE:
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words of e-ter-nal life. Al-le-lu - ia, al-le-lu - ia.
HOLY GOSPEL: Luke 1:39-45 (rew Bible, pg. 856)

[P) The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the first Chapter.

Glory to You, O Lord.

33In those days Mary arose and went
with haste into the hill country, to a
town in Judah, *°and she entered the
house of Zechariah and greeted
Elizabeth.

“1And when Elizabeth heard the greeting
of Mary, the baby leaped in her womb.
And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy
Spirit, #?and she exclaimed with a loud

(P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

SERMON: The Rev. Dr. David H. Brooks

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH:

cry, “Blessed are you among women,
and blessed is the fruit of your womb!

“3And why is this granted to me that the
mother of my Lord should come to me?

“For behold, when the sound of your
greeting came to my ears, the baby in
my womb leaped for joy.

“And blessed is she who believed that
there would be a fulfillment of what was
spoken to her from the Lord.”

[P) We praise You, O God, for this wheel of time that marks our days of
preparation for Christ’s advent. As we light the candles on this wreath,
open our eyes to see Your presence in the lowly ones of this earth.
Enlighten us with Your grace, that we may sing of Your advent among us in
the Word made flesh. Grant this through Christ our Lord, Whose coming is
certain and Whose day draws near.



Amen.
(All four candles are lit.)

HYMN OF THE DAY: LSB 357 “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”
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Shall come to thee, 0] Is - ra - el
5 O come, Thou Key of David, come, Disperse the gloomy clouds of night,
And open wide our heav’nly home; And death’s dark shadows put to flight. Refrain
Make safe the way that leads on high,
And close the path to misery. Refrain 7 O come, Desire of nations, bind

O come, Thou Dayspring from on high,
And cheer us by Thy drawing nigh;

NICENE CREED:

In one the hearts of all mankind;
Bid Thou our sad divisions cease,
And be Thyself our King of Peace. Refrain

Text: Latin, c. 12th cent.; Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, 1710, K&ln; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-66, alt.; Tune: French, 15th cent.; Text and tune: Public domain

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
Maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten
of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.



Through Him all things were made. For us and for our salvation He came
down from heaven; by the power of the Holy Spirit He became incarnate
from the virgin Mary, and was made man.

For our sake He was crucified under Pontius Pilate; He suffered death and
was buried. On the third day He rose again in accordance with the
Scriptures; He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the
Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and His
kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, Who proceeds from
the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son He is worshiped and
glorified. He has spoken through the prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic* and apostolic Church. We acknowledge
one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the
dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

cersrnnnnnnnnnns \WE OFFER OURSELVES TO THE LORD =sssssssssansss
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH:

[P) Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people
according to their needs. . .
Lord in Your mercy,

Hear our prayer.

Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your
mercy, through Your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE:

Following the prayers, the people may greet one another in the name of the Lord,
with the ‘hand wave of peace’, as a sign of reconciliation and of the unity of the
Spirit in the bond of peace (Matthew 5:22—-24; Ephesians 4:1-3).

OFFERTORY: “Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence”

t meaning the whole Church as it confesses the wholeness of the Christian doctrine



OFFERTORY:

N1

JI—

' !

o —0p

o —
i -@

1
_‘L [
Let the vine - yards be fru

it-ful, Lord,

I
and fill

—

MO mt@a o)

1
1

to the brim our

|

| I 1
|

.

—

o

cup of bless - ing. Gath - er

O

@ [

-@

|

a har-vest from the seeds that were

I
N
7

P—

{ i —

o/l

2

9

——
Ji_‘_

Qi

1

sown, that we may be fed wit

|
h the

o
bread

life. Gath - er the

|

I
o
of
f

|

o

N

o=

hopes and the dreams of

’

all;

Jl_

u - nite them with the prayers we

e

: 1)

EEe

L e

—

fer now. Grace our

ta - ble with your pres - ence, and

Qll

:

give

cevvnmsnnmnnnnnens OUR LORD GIVES HIMSELF TO US sssasssasssassnans

SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT

PREFACE:
(P) The Lord be with you.
2, —
/;_nd/ al - so with you.

([P) Lift up your hearts.

&

We lift them to the Lord.

_‘_.
a fore-taste of the feast

[P) Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

to come.
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It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

P) It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus
Christ, our Lord, Whose way John the Baptist prepared, proclaiming Him the
promised Messiah, the very Lamb of God Who takes away the sin of the world,
and calling sinners to repentance that they might escape from the wrath to be
revealed when He comes again in glory. Therefore with angels and archangels
and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name,
evermore praising You and saying:
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comes in the name of the Lord. Ho-san-na in the high - est.

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING:

[P) Blessed are You, O Lord our God, for You are the King of glory. You, Who are
Light inaccessible, sent Your only Son, Jesus Christ, into the darkness of our
lives to be a light among us, the light of Your grace and truth. In obedience,
He took on our flesh to live and grow as a son of Adam. Obedient in all things,
He taught the truths of Your kingdom, stretching out His hands in suffering
that He might free from suffering all those who call on Your name. Obedient
even unto death, You freed Him from death and won for Yourself a holy

10



people. For all this, we give You our thanks, O God, as we live in the promise
that He will come again to share with us the great feast of Your heavenly

kingdom.
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION:
[P} Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed...

[P) As we prepare for this great gift, let us pray as our Lord has taught us:

LORD’S PRAYER:

Our Father Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the
kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

AGNUS DEL:
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sin of the world; grant us peace.

HOLY COMMUNION:

Receiving Holy Communion
As Lutheran Christians, we believe, teach, and confess that Jesus Christ gives us His own true

Body and Blood via the bread and wine of the Lord’s Supper (1 Cor. 10:16). We trust His promise
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that this Supper is for the forgiveness of our sins, the increase of our faith, and the strengthening
of our life as the Church. Worshippers who share our confession, repent of their sins, and seek
the Lord’s blessing are welcome to receive. First time guests are kindly asked to speak to our
pastor or an usher before receiving communion. Those not communing are welcome to come
forward to receive a blessing.

[For silent prayer before communing]
Dear Savior, at Your gracious invitation | come to Your table to eat and drink Your holy body and blood. Let me
find favor in Your eyes to receive this Holy Sacrament in faith for the salvation of my soul and to the glory of
Your holy name; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

[For silent prayer after receiving the Sacrament]

Almighty and everlasting God, | thank and praise You for feeding me the life-giving body and blood of Your
beloved Son, Jesus Christ. Send Your Holy Spirit that, having with my mouth received the holy Sacrament, |
may by faith obtain and eternally enjoy Your divine grace, the forgiveness of sins, unity with Christ, and life

eternal; through Jesus Christ, my Lord. Amen.

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS: LSB 356 “The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came”
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1 The an - gel Ga - bri- el from heav - en came,
2 “For know a bless - ed moth - er thou shalt  be,
3 Then gen - tle Mar - y meek - ly bowed her head;
4 Of her, Em-man - u - el, the Christ, was born
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And Chris-tian folk through-out the world will ev - er say:
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Most high-ly fa-vored la - dy” Glo - ri - a!
Most high-ly fa-vored la - dy, Glo - ri - al
“Most high-ly fa-vored la - dy” Glo - ri - al

Text: 10 10 12 10; Birjina gaztettobat zegoen; trad. Basque carol; tr. by Sabine Baring-Gould, 1834-1924. Music: Trad. Basque carol.;
Contributors: GABRIEL'S MESSAGE, Traditional Basque carol melody, Traditional Basque carol; Reprinted / Streamed with Permission under One License #A-701734. All Rights Reserved.
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Gather Comp. 556 “The Canticle of the Turning”
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dawn draws near, and the world is a-bout to turn!

Text: Luke 1:46-58; Rory Cooney, b.1952, 1990, GIA Publications, Inc.; Reprinted / Streamed with Permission under One License #A-701734. All Rights Reserved.



cervensnsnnsnsnssnsnssnnnss \WE THANK OUR LORID sseessssassusansunansunnnss

THANK THE LORD:
? T
Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell ev-"ry-one what He has done.
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Let all who seek the Lord re - joice and proud-ly bear His name.
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He re-calls His prom-is - es and leads His peo-ple forth in joy

o) .
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ANIV.J | I I [ I I I I
o) o ' \ ' — | ~_*
with shouts of thanks-giv-ing. Al-le -lu - ia, al-le-lu - ia.

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT:

[P) Let us pray.
Mighty God, we praise You, for You look with favor upon those who are lowly,

and You fill the hungry with good things. Let the good things we have
received at this altar strengthen us in faith, that we may with all Your people
keep watch for the signs of our Lord’s coming, that we may enter into the
feast of the Lamb that has no end; through Jesus Christ,

Amen.

crvnmrnnnnnnss GOD BLESSES US AND SENDS US QUT sesssssssnnnuas

BENEDICTION:

[P) In every darkness, be not afraid, for the light is dawning:
May the Father of lights give you strength
May the Christ guide you by His wisdom
May the Holy Spirit be your comfort ~}« and peace.
Amen.
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CLOSING HYMN: LSB 332 “Savior of the Nations, Come”
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1 Sav - ior of the na - tions, come, Vir - gin’s Son, make
2 Not by hu - man flesh and blood, By the Spir - it
3 Here a maid was  found with child, Yet re - mained a
4 Then stepped forth the Lord of all From His pure and
n | - % |
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here  Your home! Mar - vel now, O heav'n and earth,
of our God, Was the Word of God made flesh—
vir - gin mild. In her womb this truth was  shown:
king - ly hall; God of God, yet ful - ly man,
£ | [r— .
" | | = ' ' !
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That the Lord chose such a birth.
Wom - an’s off - spring, pure and fresh.
God was there up - on His throne.
His he - 10 - ic course be - gan.

5 God the Father was His source, 7 From the manger newborn light
Back to God He ran His course. Shines in glory through the night.
Into hell His road went down, Darkness there no more resides;
Back then to His throne and crown. In this light faith now abides.

6 For You are the Father’s Son 8 Glory to the Father sing,

Who in flesh the vict’ry won. Glory to the Son, our king,
By Your mighty pow’r make whole Glory to the Spirit be
All our ills of flesh and soul. Now and through eternity.
Text: attr. Ambrose of Milan, 340-397; German version, Martin Luther, 1483-1546; (sts. 1-2): tr. William M. Reynolds, 1812-76; (sts. 3, 6): tr. Lutheran Service Book, 2006; (sts. 4-5,
8): tr. F. Samuel Janzow, 1913-2001; (st. 7): tr. Gifford A. Grobien, 1973; Tune: Geystliche gesangk Buchleyn, 1524, Wittenberg, ed. Johann Walter
Text (sts. 3, 6-7): © 2006 Concordia Publishing House; (sts. 4-5, 8): © 1978 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004227
Text (sts. 1-2) and tune: Public domain

DISMISSAL:

[P): Now go and keep watch, for we do not know the hour when we will see the
Son of Man coming in clouds with great power and glory. Be faithful in
service, and persistent in prayer, loving and serving the Lord.

(d: Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
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Grace Generous Giving QR Code

Quick response codes (QR codes) - provide a simple and secure method
of giving. Hover over the QR code with your smartphone camera and tap
the notification that pops up. You will be taken to the giving page on our
website (Vanco) to make your donation.
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*Acolyte
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