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 David H. Brooks, Pastor – December 15, 2024 

Worshiping with us for the first time? 
Please fill out a guest card in the pew racks and tell us about yourself. If you have 
any questions, please ask an usher or any friendly face you see! 
 

We welcome children in worship services. Age-appropriate activity bags are located 
in the Narthex. 
 

Copies of the week’s eNews announcements are located in the Narthex. 
 

Website: www.gracedurham.org 
 

Contact Us: office@gracedurham.org  
919.682.6030 

Mission Statement:  We go with Good News, teaching, serving, and sharing Christ 
with our neighbors. 

Livestream: 
www.gracedurham.org/livestream-

channel 
 

Call In - Audio Only: 309-205-3325, 312-
626-6799, 305-224-1968 

Meeting ID: 896 1745 3367 Passcode: 
9196826030 

 

“Trust in the LORD with all your heart, and do not rely on your own insight.” 
 -Proverbs 3:5 

 
 

Third Sunday in Advent 
 

 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

http://www.gracedurham.org/
mailto:office@gracedurham.org
http://www.gracedurham.org/livestream-channel
http://www.gracedurham.org/livestream-channel


 2 

 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, Who is faithful and just, will forgive our 
sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. (1 John 1:8) 

 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father, 

C Almighty and gracious Father, we have erred and strayed from Your ways 
like lost sheep. We have followed too much the devices and desires of 
our own hearts. We have offended against Your holy laws. We did not do 
those things which we ought to have done, and we have done those 
things which we ought not to have done; apart from You, there is nothing 
good in us. O Lord, have mercy upon us in our pride and our misery.  In 
Your love, spare those who confess their faults, restore those who are 
penitent, and lift up those who are lowly; according to Your promises 
declared unto us in Christ Jesus our Lord. Grant that we may go forth to 
live a godly, righteous, and sober life; to the glory of His name. Amen 

 

P Almighty God in His Mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by 
His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father 

and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.  (John 20:19-23) 

C Amen. 
 

: LSB 348 “The King Shall Come When Morning Dawns” 

 

 
 

Text: John Brownlie, 1859–1925, alt.; Tune: Repository of Sacred Music, Part Second, 1813, Harrisburg, ed. John Wyeth; Text and tune: Public domain 
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LSB 942 :  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

       Text: German version, Ordenung der ceremonien, 1537/38, Naumburg; tr. W. Gustave Polack, 1890–1950, alt.; Text and tune: Latin, 9th cent.;  
  Tune: adapt. Kirchen ampt Deutsch, 1525, Erfurt; Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004227; Tune: Public domain 

:  

 

P The Lord be with you.   

C And also with you. 
 

P Let us pray. 
Lord Jesus Christ, we implore You to hear our prayers and to lighten the 
darkness of our hearts by Your gracious visitation; for You live and reign 
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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:                  Zephaniah 3:14–20 (Pew Bible, pg. 790) 

The Old Testament Lesson is from the 3rd Chapter of Zephaniah.    
 

14Sing aloud, O daughter of Zion; shout, 
O Israel! Rejoice and exult with all your 
heart, O daughter of Jerusalem!  
15The Lord has taken away the 
judgments against you; He has cleared 
away your enemies. The King of Israel, 
the Lord, is in your midst; you shall never 
again fear evil.  
16On that day it shall be said to 
Jerusalem: “Fear not, O Zion; let not your 
hands grow weak.  
17The Lord your God is in your midst, a 
mighty one Who will save; He will rejoice 
over you with gladness; He will quiet you 
by His love; He will exult over you with 
loud singing.  

18I will gather those of you who mourn 
for the festival, so that you will no longer 
suffer reproach.  
19Behold, at that time I will deal with all 
your oppressors. And I will save the lame 
and gather the outcast, and I will change 
their shame into praise and renown in all 
the earth.  
20At that time I will bring you in, at the 
time when I gather you together; for I 
will make you renowned and praised 
among all the peoples of the earth, when 
I restore your fortunes before your eyes,” 
says the Lord. 

 

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

 – Gather 79 “Lord, Let Us See Your Kindness” 
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Text: Psalm 85:9-10, 11-12, 13-14; Marty Haugen, © 1983, GIA Publications, Inc.; refrain trans. © 1969, ICEL; 
Reprinted / Streamed with Permission under One License #A-701734. All rights reserved. 

 
:                                 Philippians 4:4–7 (Pew Bible, pg. 982) 

The Epistle Lesson is from the 4th Chapter of Philippians. 
 

4Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will 
say, Rejoice. 
5Let your reasonableness be known to 
everyone. The Lord is at hand; 6do not be 
anxious about anything, but in 
everything by prayer and supplication 

with thanksgiving let your requests be 
made known to God.  
7And the peace of God, which surpasses 
all understanding, will guard your hearts 
and your minds in Christ Jesus. 

 

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

: 
  

 

 
 

:                                        Luke 7:18–28 (Pew Bible, pg. 863) 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the seventh Chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

18The disciples of John reported all these 
things to him. And John, 19calling two of 
his disciples to him, sent them to the 

Lord, saying, “Are You the one Who is to 
come, or shall we look for another?”  
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20And when the men had come to Him, 
they said, “John the Baptist has sent us 
to You, saying, ‘Are You the one Who is 
to come, or shall we look for another?’”  
21In that hour He healed many people of 
diseases and plagues and evil spirits, 
and on many who were blind He 
bestowed sight.  
22And He answered them, “Go and tell 
John what you have seen and heard: the 
blind receive their sight, the lame walk, 
lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear, 
the dead are raised up, the poor have 
good news preached to them.  
23And blessed is the one who is not 
offended by Me.”  
24When John’s messengers had gone, 
Jesus began to speak to the crowds 
concerning John: “What did you go out 

into the wilderness to see? A reed 
shaken by the wind?  
25What then did you go out to see? A 
man dressed in soft clothing? Behold, 
those who are dressed in splendid 
clothing and live in luxury are in kings’ 
courts.  
26What then did you go out to see? A 
prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a 
prophet.  
27This is he of whom it is written, 
“‘Behold, I send My messenger before 
your face, who will prepare your way 
before you.’  
28I tell you, among those born of women 
none is greater than John. Yet the one 
who is least in the kingdom of God is 
greater than he.” 

 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

: The Rev. Dr. David H. Brooks 

 

P We praise You, O God, for this victory wreath that marks our days of 
preparation for Christ’s advent. As we light the candles on this wreath, 
strengthen our hearts as we await the Lord’s coming in glory. Enlighten us 
with Your grace, that we may serve our neighbors in need. Grant this 
through Christ our Lord, Whose coming is certain and Whose day draws 
near. 

C Amen. 
(The first, second and third candles are lit.) 
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:  LSB 345 “Hark! A Thrilling Voice is Sounding”  

 

 

 
 

Text: Latin, c. 5th–10th cent.; tr. Edward Caswall, 1814–78, alt.; Tune: William H. Monk, 1823–89; Text and tune: Public domain 
 

 

: 
 

C We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
 Maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten 
of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. 

 Through Him all things were made. For us and for our salvation He came 
down from heaven; by the power of the Holy Spirit He became incarnate 
from the virgin Mary, and was made man. 

 

 For our sake He was crucified under Pontius Pilate; He suffered death and 
was buried. On the third day He rose again in accordance with the 
Scriptures; He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the 
Father. 

 

 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and His 
kingdom will have no end. 
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 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, Who proceeds from 
the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son He is worshiped and 
glorified. He has spoken through the prophets.   

 

 We believe in one holy catholicⴕ and apostolic Church.  We acknowledge 
one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the 
dead, and the life of the world to come.  Amen.  

  

: 
 

P Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people 
according to their needs. . .  

 Lord in Your mercy, 

C Hear our prayer. 
 

P Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your 
 mercy, through Your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

: 

Following the prayers, the people may greet one another in the name of the Lord, 
with the ‘hand wave of peace’, as a sign of reconciliation and of the unity of the 
Spirit in the bond of peace (Matthew 5:22–24; Ephesians 4:1–3). 

“Bright Morning Stars” W. Jenny 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
ⴕ meaning the whole Church as it confesses the wholeness of the Christian doctrine 
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:  

P The Lord be with you. 

 

P Lift up your hearts. 

 

  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 
 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord, Whose way John the Baptist prepared, proclaiming Him the 
promised Messiah, the very Lamb of God Who takes away the sin of the world, 
and calling sinners to repentance that they might escape from the wrath to be 
revealed when He comes again in glory. Therefore with angels and archangels 
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and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, 
evermore praising You and saying: 

 

: 

 

 

 
 

 

 
: 

  

P  Blessed are You, O Lord our God, for You are the King of glory. You, Who are 
Light inaccessible, sent Your only Son, Jesus Christ, into the darkness of our 
lives to be a light among us, the light of Your grace and truth.  In obedience, 
He took on our flesh to live and grow as a son of Adam. Obedient in all things, 
He taught the truths of Your kingdom, stretching out His hands in suffering 
that He might free from suffering all those who call on Your name.  Obedient 
even unto death, You freed Him from death and won for Yourself a holy 
people.  For all this, we give You our thanks, O God, as we live in the promise 
that He will come again to share with us the great feast of Your heavenly 
kingdom. 

C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.  
 

: 
 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed… 
 

 

P As we prepare for this great gift, let us pray as our Lord has taught us: 
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: 
 

C Our Father Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the 
kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

: 
  

 

 

 

 

: 

Receiving Holy Communion 
As Lutheran Christians, we believe, teach, and confess that Jesus Christ gives us His own true 
Body and Blood via the bread and wine of the Lord’s Supper (1 Cor. 10:16). We trust His promise 
that this Supper is for the forgiveness of our sins, the increase of our faith, and the strengthening 
of our life as the Church. Worshippers who share our confession, repent of their sins, and seek 
the Lord’s blessing are welcome to receive. First time guests are kindly asked to speak to our 
pastor or an usher before receiving communion. Those not communing are welcome to come 
forward to receive a blessing. 
 

 

[For silent prayer before communing] 
Dear Savior, at Your gracious invitation I come to Your table to eat and drink Your holy body and blood. Let me 

find favor in Your eyes to receive this Holy Sacrament in faith for the salvation of my soul and to the glory of 
Your holy name; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

 

[For silent prayer after receiving the Sacrament] 
Almighty and everlasting God, I thank and praise You for feeding me the life-giving body and blood of Your 
beloved Son, Jesus Christ. Send Your Holy Spirit that, having with my mouth received the holy Sacrament, I 
may by faith obtain and eternally enjoy Your divine grace, the forgiveness of sins, unity with Christ, and life 

eternal; through Jesus Christ, my Lord. Amen. 
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:  LSB 636 “Soul, Adorn Yourself with Gladness” 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

5 Jesus, source of lasting pleasure, 

Truest friend, and dearest treasure, 

    Peace beyond all understanding, 

    Joy into all life expanding: 

Humbly now, I bow before You; 

Love incarnate, I adore You; 

    Worthily let me receive You 

    And, so favored, never leave You. 

 

 

 

 

 

6 Jesus, sun of life, my splendor, 

Jesus, friend of friends, most tender, 

    Jesus, joy of my desiring, 

    Fount of life, my soul inspiring: 

At Your feet I cry, my maker, 

Let me be a fit partaker 

    Of this blessèd food from heaven, 

    For our good, Your glory, given. 
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7 Lord, by love and mercy driven, 

You once left Your throne in heaven 

    On the cross for me to languish 

    And to die in bitter anguish, 

To forego all joy and gladness 

And to shed Your blood in sadness. 

    By this blood redeemed and living, 

    Lord, I praise You with thanksgiving. 
 

8 Jesus, bread of life, I pray You, 

Let me gladly here obey You. 

    By Your love I am invited, 

    Be Your love with love requited; 

By this Supper let me measure, 

Lord, how vast and deep love’s treasure. 

    Through the gift of grace You give me 

    As Your guest in heav’n receive me. 

Text: Johann Franck, 1618–77; (sts. 1, 4–5): tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978; (sts. 2–3, 6–8): tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt.; Tune: Johann Crüger, 1598–1662 
Text (sts. 1, 4–5): © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004227; Text (sts. 2–3, 6–8) and tune: Public domain 

 
 

LSB 346 “When All the World Was Cursed” 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Johann Gottfried Olearius, 1635–1711; tr. Paul E. Kretzmann, 1883–1965, alt.; Tune: Ahasverus Fritsch, 1629–1701 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004227; Tune: Public domain 

 
 

:  
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: 
 

P Let us pray. 
Mighty God, we praise You, for You look with favor upon those who are lowly, 
and You fill the hungry with good things.  Let the good things we have 
received at this altar strengthen us in faith, that we may with all Your people 
keep watch for the signs of our Lord’s coming, that we may enter into the 
feast of the Lamb that has no end; through Jesus Christ,  

C Amen. 
 

: 
  

P In every darkness, be not afraid, for the light is dawning: 
May the Father of lights give you strength 
May the Christ guide you by His wisdom 

May the Holy Spirit be your comfort T and peace.  

C Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 15 

 

:  WOV 715 “Open Your Ears, O Faithful People” 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Text: 98 95 with refrain; Hasidic traditional; English tr. by Willard F. Jabusch, 1930-2018, © 1966, 1982, Willard F. Jabusch. Administered by OCP.  
All rights reserved. Music: YISRAEL V'ORAITA; Hasidic tune.; Contributors: Willard Jabusch; Reprinted / Streamed with Permission under  
One License #A-701734. All rights reserved. 

 

:  
 

 

P:  Now go and keep watch, for we do not know the hour when we will see the 
Son of Man coming in clouds with great power and glory. Be faithful in service, 
and persistent in prayer, loving and serving the Lord.  

C: Thanks be to God. 
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SERVING YOU TODAY: 

Organist:  Erin Hodge 
 

  Ushers/Greeters   Readers   Communion Assistants 
10:10 AM  Tom McGill* & Scott  Judy Ferren   Gary Stuhlmiller 
  Gesell     Greeter: Joyce Eckart 
 

  Altar Guild:  Kae Huggins,  A/V Operator:  Donna Gesell 
   Setup and clean up 
*Acolyte 

Acknowledgments: Divine Service, Setting One from Lutheran Service Book 
Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by 

Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2024 Concordia Publishing House. 

 


