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David H. Brooks, Pastor– February 23, 2025 

Worshiping with us for the first time? 
Please fill out a guest card in the pew racks and tell us about yourself. If you have 
any questions, please ask an usher or any friendly face you see! 
 

We welcome children in worship services. Age-appropriate activity bags are located 
in the Narthex. Copies of the week’s eNews announcements are located in the 
Narthex. 

 

Website: www.gracedurham.org 
 

Contact Us: office@gracedurham.org  
919.682.6030 

Mission Statement:  We go with Good News, teaching, serving, and sharing Christ 
with our neighbors. 

Livestream: 
www.gracedurham.org/livestream-

channel 
 

Call In - Audio Only: 309-205-3325, 312-
626-6799, 305-224-1968 

Meeting ID: 859 9393 2922 Passcode: 
9196826030 

 

“Heal me, O LORD, and I shall be healed; save me, and I shall be saved, for You are 
my praise.”  

- Jeremiah 17:14 
 

 

The Seventh Sunday After the Epiphany 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

http://www.gracedurham.org/
mailto:office@gracedurham.org
http://www.gracedurham.org/livestream-channel
http://www.gracedurham.org/livestream-channel
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P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C Who made heaven and earth. 
  

P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 
  

P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and 
praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the 
fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess 
before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and 
deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. 
Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our 
heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, 
be merciful to me, a sinner. 

 

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to 
everlasting life. Amen. 

 

P Almighty God, merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You declared us to be Your 
children and gathered us into Your one, holy Church, in which You daily and 
richly forgive us our sins and grant us new life through Your Spirit. Be in our 
midst, enliven our faith, and graciously receive our prayer and praise; 
through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 

: LSB 790 “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty” 
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Text: Joachim Neander, 1650–80; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt.; Tune: Ander Theil Des Erneuerten Gesang-Buchs, 1665, Stralsund; Text and tune: Public domain 

 
 
 

 

(Sung Through Three Times)

(Sung to the Tune of LSB 515 “Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers”)

1 To God on high be glory And peace to all the earth; 
     Goodwill from God in heaven Proclaimed at Jesus’ birth! 
     We praise and bless You, Father; Your holy name, we sing— 
     Our thanks for Your great glory, Lord God, our heav’nly King. 
 

2 To You, O sole-begotten, The Father’s Son, we pray; 
    O Lamb of God, our Savior, You take our sins away. 
    Have mercy on us, Jesus; Receive our heartfelt cry, 
    Where You in pow’r are seated At God’s right hand on high— 
  

3 For You alone are holy; You only are the Lord. 
    Forever and forever, Be worshiped and adored; 
    You with the Holy Spirit Alone are Lord Most High, 

(Continues) 
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    In God the Father’s glory. “Amen!” our glad reply. 
 

:  

 

P The Lord be with you.   

C And also with you. 
 

P Let us pray. 
 O God, the strength of all who put their trust in You, mercifully grant that by 

Your power we may be defended against all adversity; through Jesus Christ, 
Your Son, our Lord, Who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 

 C Amen. 
 

   Genesis 45:3-15  (Pew Bible, pg. 39) 

The Old Testament Lesson is from the 45th Chapter of Genesis.    
 

3 Joseph said to his brothers, “I am 
Joseph! Is my father still alive?” But his 
brothers could not answer him, for they 
were dismayed at his presence. 4So 
Joseph said to his brothers, “Come near 
to me, please.” And they came near. 
And he said, “I am your brother, Joseph, 
whom you sold into Egypt. 5And now do 
not be distressed or angry with 
yourselves because you sold me here, 
for God sent me before you to preserve 
life. 6For the famine has been in the 
land these two years, and there are yet 
five years in which there will be neither 
plowing nor harvest. 7And God sent me 
before you to preserve for you a 
remnant on earth, and to keep alive for 
you many survivors. 8So it was not you 

who sent me here, but God. He has 
made me a father to Pharaoh, and lord 
of all his house and ruler over all the 
land of Egypt. 9Hurry and go up to my 
father and say to him, ‘Thus says your 
son Joseph, God has made me lord of 
all Egypt. Come down to me; do not 
tarry. 10You shall dwell in the land of 
Goshen, and you shall be near me, you 
and your children and your children’s 
children, and your flocks, your herds, 
and all that you have. 11There I will 
provide for you, for there are yet five 
years of famine to come, so that you 
and your household, and all that you 
have, do not come to poverty.’ 12And 
now your eyes see, and the eyes of my 
brother Benjamin see, that it is my 
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mouth that speaks to you. 13You must 
tell my father of all my honor in Egypt, 
and of all that you have seen. Hurry and 
bring my father down here.” 14Then he 
fell upon his brother Benjamin’s neck 

and wept, and Benjamin wept upon his 
neck. 15And he kissed all his brothers 
and wept upon them. After that his 
brothers talked with him. 

 

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God.  

Gather Comprehensive 99 “The Lord is Kind and Merciful” 

 
 

1. Bless the Lord, O my soul; all my being bless God’s name. Bless the Lord, O 
my soul; forget not all God’s blessings. 

2. The Lord is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, full of kindness. God is good 
to all creation, full of compassion. 

3. The goodness of God is from age to age, blessing those who choose to love. 
And justice toward God’s children; on all who keep the covenant. 

 
Type: Words and Music; First Line: The Lord is kind and merciful; Language: English; © 1993, GIA Publications, Inc.; Contributors: Jeanne Cotter .; Reprinted / Streamed with Permission 
Under One License #A-701734. All Rights Reserved. 

 
 

:          1 Corinthians 15:21-26, 30-42 (Pew Bible, pg. 961) 

The Epistle Lesson is from the 15th Chapter of 1 Corinthians. 
 

21For as by a man came death, by a 
man has come also the resurrection of 
the dead. 22For as in Adam all die, so 
also in Christ shall all be made alive. 
23But each in his own order: Christ the 
first fruits, then at His coming those 

who belong to Christ. 24Then comes the 
end, when He delivers the kingdom to 
God the Father after destroying every 
rule and every authority and power. 
25For He must reign until He has put all 
His enemies under His feet. 26The last 

(Continues) 
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enemy to be destroyed is death. . . 
30Why am I in danger every hour? 31I 
protest, brothers, by my pride in you, 
which I have in Christ Jesus our Lord, I 
die every day! 32What do I gain if, 
humanly speaking, I fought with beasts 
at Ephesus? If the dead are not raised, 
“Let us eat and drink, for tomorrow we 
die.” 33Do not be deceived: “Bad 
company ruins good morals.” 34Wake 
up from your drunken stupor, as is 
right, and do not go on sinning. For 
some have no knowledge of God. I say 
this to your shame. 35But someone will 
ask, “How are the dead raised? With 
what kind of body do they come?” 
36You foolish person! What you sow 
does not come to life unless it dies. 

37And what you sow is not the body 
that is to be, but a bare kernel, perhaps 
of wheat or of some other grain. 38But 
God gives it a body as He has chosen, 
and to each kind of seed its own body. 
39For not all flesh is the same, but there 
is one kind for humans, another for 
animals, another for birds, and another 
for fish. 40There are heavenly bodies 
and earthly bodies, but the glory of the 
heavenly is of one kind, and the glory 
of the earthly is of another. 41There is 
one glory of the sun, and another glory 
of the moon, and another glory of the 
stars; for star differs from star in glory. 
42So is it with the resurrection of the 
dead. What is sown is perishable; what 
is raised is imperishable. 

 

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

: 

 

 
 
 

 

Luke 6:27-38  (Pew Bible, pg. 862) 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the sixth Chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
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27[Jesus said:] “But I say to you who 
hear, Love your enemies, do good to 
those who hate you, 28bless those who 
curse you, pray for those who abuse 
you. 29To one who strikes you on the 
cheek, offer the other also, and from 
one who takes away your cloak do not 
withhold your tunic either. 30Give to 
everyone who begs from you, and from 
one who takes away your goods do not 
demand them back. 31And as you wish 
that others would do to you, do so to 
them. 32“If you love those who love you, 
what benefit is that to you? For even 
sinners love those who love them. 33And 
if you do good to those who do good to 
you, what benefit is that to you? For 
even sinners do the same. 34And if you 
lend to those from whom you expect to 

receive, what credit is that to you? Even 
sinners lend to sinners, to get back the 
same amount. 35But love your enemies, 
and do good, and lend, expecting 
nothing in return, and your reward will 
be great, and you will be sons of the 
Most High, for He is kind to the 
ungrateful and the evil. 36Be merciful, 
even as your Father is merciful. 37“Judge 
not, and you will not be judged; 
condemn not, and you will not be 
condemned; forgive, and you will be 
forgiven; 38give, and it will be given to 
you. Good measure, pressed down, 
shaken together, running over, will be 
put into your lap. For with the measure 
you use it will be measured back to 
you.” 

 

 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

: The Rev. Dr. David H. Brooks 

 

:  LSB 843 “Forgive Our Sins as We Forgive” 

 

 
(Continues) 
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Text: Rosamond E. Herklots, 1905–87, alt.; Tune: A Supplement to the Kentucky Harmony, 1820, Harrisonburg; Text: © Oxford University Press. Used by permission: LSB Hymn; 

License no. 110004227; Tune: Public domain 
 
 
 

C  I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. And 
in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died and was buried. 

  

 He descended into hell. The third day He rose again  from  the 
dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God 
the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the 
living and the dead.  

  

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic1 Church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of 
the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.  

  

: 
 

P Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people 
according to their needs. . .  

 Lord in Your mercy, 

C Hear our prayer. 
 

P Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your 
 mercy, through Your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

 
meaning the whole Church as it confesses the wholeness of the Christian doctrine 
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: 

Following the prayers, the people may greet one another in the name of the Lord, 
with the ‘hand wave of peace’, as a sign of reconciliation and of the unity of the 
Spirit in the bond of peace (Matthew 5:22–24; Ephesians 4:1–3). 

 

 

(Ushers bring offering plate forward during the Offertory) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

: 
  

P The Lord be with you. 
(Continues) 
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P Lift up your hearts. 

 

 

  P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 
 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that . . .  

 
: 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

: 
 

P As we prepare for this great gift, let us pray as our Lord has taught us: 
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C Our Father Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the 
kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

: 
  

 

 

 

 

 

: 
 

Receiving Holy Communion 
As Lutheran Christians, we believe, teach, and confess that Jesus Christ gives us His own true 
Body and Blood via the bread and wine of the Lord’s Supper (1 Cor. 10:16). We trust His promise 
that this Supper is for the forgiveness of our sins, the increase of our faith, and the strengthening 
of our life as the Church. Baptized Christians who share our confession, repent of their sins, and 
seek the Lord’s blessing are welcome to receive. First time guests are kindly asked to speak to 
our pastor or an usher before receiving communion. Those not communing are welcome to come 
forward to receive a blessing. 

[For silent prayer before communing] 
Dear Savior, at Your gracious invitation I come to Your table to eat and drink Your holy body 

and blood. Let me find favor in Your eyes to receive this Holy Sacrament in faith for the 
salvation of my soul and to the glory of Your holy name; for You live and reign with the Father 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

[For silent prayer after receiving the Sacrament] 
Almighty and everlasting God, I thank and praise You for feeding me the life-giving body and 

blood of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ. Send Your Holy Spirit that, having with my mouth 
(Continues) 
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received the holy Sacrament, I may by faith obtain and eternally enjoy Your divine grace, the 
forgiveness of sins, unity with Christ, and life eternal; through Jesus Christ, my Lord. Amen. 

 

:  LSB 709 “The King My Shepherd Is of Love” 

 

 

 
 

5 Thou spreadst a table in my sight; 

    Thine unction grace bestoweth; 

And, oh, what transport of delight 

    From Thy pure chalice floweth! 

 

6 And so through all the length of days 

    Thy goodness faileth never; 

Good Shepherd, may I sing Thy praise 

    Within Thy house forever! 
Text: Henry W. Baker, 1821–77; Tune: Irish, c. 18th cent.; Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 

 

 

LSB 430 “My Song is Love Unknown” 
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5 They rise and needs will have 
    My dear Lord made away; 

A murderer they save, 
    The Prince of Life they slay. 

Yet cheerful He 
    To suff’ring goes 
    That He His foes 

From thence might free. 
 

6 In life no house, no home 
    My Lord on earth might have; 

In death no friendly tomb 
    But what a stranger gave. 

What may I say? 
    Heav’n was His home 

    But mine the tomb 
Wherein He lay. 

 
7 Here might I stay and sing, 

    No story so divine! 
Never was love, dear King, 

    Never was grief like Thine. 
This is my friend, 

    In whose sweet praise 
    I all my days 

Could gladly spend! 
Text: Samuel Crossman, c. 1624–1683; Tune: John N. Ireland, 1879–1962; Text: Public domain; Tune: © John Ireland Trust. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004227 

 
 
 

:  

 

(Continues) 
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: 
 

P Let us pray. 
 We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this 

salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us 
through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, Who lives and reigns with You and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

: 
  

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 

:  LSB 937 “Lord, Bid Your Servant Go in Peace”

 

 



 15 

 

 
Text (sts. 1–2): James Quinn, 1919–2010; (st. 3): Henry V. Gerike, 1948; Tune: American; Text (sts. 1–2): © 1969, 1989 OCP Publications; (st. 3): © 2006 Concordia Publishing; 

House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004227; Tune: Public domain 
 
 
 
 
 

: 

P:  Go forth! Walk in the light of Christ to the glory of God and for the care of 
the neighbor. 

C: We go in the peace of God. Amen. 
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SERVING YOU TODAY: 
Organist:  Erin Hodge 

 
  Ushers    Reader   Communion Assistant 
10:10 AM  Drew Young    Joyce Rae   Jenna Young 
  Tom McGill* 
   

  Greeter: Gary Stuhlmiller 

  
  Altar Guild:  John Kolab   A/V Operator:  Joseph Wethman 
   Setup; Frank Oruwari, Cleanup 
*Acolyte 
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