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David H. Brooks, Pastor  

 

We go with Good News, teaching, serving,  
and sharing Christ with our neighbors. 

 

TODAY ’S VERSE:  
 

For whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever 
loses his life for my sake will find it. For what will it profit a 

man if he gains the whole world and forfeits his life? Or 
what shall a man give in return for his life?  

~Matthew 16:25-26 
 

This Sunday 
 

 
9:30am Fellowship 
(Fellowship Hall) 

 

10:10am Worship 
(Sanctuary) 

 

 

11:30am Consecration 
Sunday Luncheon 

 
 
 

 

 

Welcome to 
Grace Lutheran Church 

 

Sunday, August 30, 2026  
Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

Connect With Us  
 

www.gracedurham.org 
 

Copies of the week’s  
announcements are 

located in the Narthex. 
 

If you’d like to receive our 
eNews via email,  

please contact 
office@gracedurham.org 
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Welcome to Grace Lutheran Church! 
“I came that they may have life and have it abundantly.” -John 10:10  

 

Worshiping with us for the first time? 

  

Please fill out a guest card in the pew racks and tell us about yourself.  
If you have any questions, please ask an usher or any friendly face you see. 

  

We welcome children in worship services.  
Age-appropriate activity bags are located in the Narthex.  

The Glory of God Is the Passion and Cross of Christ Jesus 

After St. Peter confessed that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the living God, our Lord 
“began to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and suffer many things 
from the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be 
raised” (Matt. 16:21). Upon hearing this “theology of the cross,” Simon Peter 
stumbled into a satanic “theology of glory.” But the glory of God is revealed in the 
Passion and cross of His incarnate Son. The faithful prophets, such as Jeremiah, 
suffered persecution and rejection in anticipation of Jesus’ cross. Yet the Lord did not 
abandon them; He remembered them, and He was with them to deliver them (Jer. 
15:15–20). By His cross, Jesus has redeemed the world, and in His resurrection, He 
has vindicated all who trust in Him. Thus, the Christian life is a discipleship of self-
sacrificing love. Since Christ Jesus has reconciled us to God, we “live peaceably with 
all” (Rom. 12:18). By the certainty of His cross and resurrection, we “rejoice in hope,” 
and we are “patient in tribulation” and “constant in prayer” (Rom. 12:12). 

INSIGHT INTO TODAY ’S READINGS  

If you are a first time visitor, welcome! We’re glad you’re here! 
We encourage you to review our statement of communion on page 17.  

If you have any questions, please take a moment to speak with the Pastor  
or one of our ushers. 
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Prelude  
 

The congregation is asked to join in with the bold-faced text. 

Confession and Absolution  

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 
P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins 

unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to 
grant us forgiveness. 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C Who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,  

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 

Silence is provided for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
 
P Almighty God, our maker and redeemer, we poor sinners confess unto You that 

we are by nature sinful and unclean and that we have sinned against You by 
thought, word, and deed. Wherefore we flee for refuge to Your infinite mercy, 
seeking and imploring Your grace for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

C O most merciful God, Who has given Your only-begotten Son to die for us, 
have mercy upon us and for His sake grant us remission of all our sins; and by 
Your Holy Spirit increase in us true knowledge of You and of Your will and true 
obedience to Your Word, to the end that by Your grace we may come to 
everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained 
servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead 
and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the 
name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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Opening Hymn —  O God of Light (LSB 836)  

 

 

 

 
 
Text: Sarah E. Taylor, 1883–1954, alt. 
Tune: H. Barrie Cabena, 1933 
Text: © 1952, renewed 1980 The Hymn Society, admin. Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004227 
Tune: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004227 
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Salutation and Collect for the Day 

Kyrie  (LSB 942) 

Text: German version, Ordenung der ceremonien, 1537/38, Naumburg; tr. W. Gustave Polack, 1890–1950, alt. 
Text and tune: Latin, 9th cent. 
Tune: adapt. Kirchen ampt Deutsch, 1525, Erfurt 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004227 
Tune: Public domain 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
  

P Let us pray. 
Almighty God, Your Son willingly endured the agony and shame of the cross for 
our redemption. Grant us courage to take up our cross daily and follow Him 
wherever He leads; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, Who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  

C Amen. 
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THE OLD TESTAMENT LESSON                   Jeremiah 15:15-21 (Pew Bible, pg. 643)  

The Old Testament Lesson is from the 15th chapter of Jeremiah.   

OUR LORD SPEAKS TO US  

      L   This is the Word of the Lord.        C    Thanks be to God. 

15O Lord, you know; remember me and 
visit me, and take vengeance for me on 
my persecutors. In your forbearance take 
me not away; know that for your sake I 
bear reproach. 16Your words were found, 
and I ate them, and your words became 
to me a joy and the delight of my heart, 
for I am called by your name, O Lord, God 
of hosts. 17I did not sit in the company of 
revelers, nor did I rejoice; I sat alone, 
because your hand was upon me, for you 
had filled me with indignation. 18Why is 
my pain unceasing, my wound incurable, 
refusing to be healed? Will you be to me 

like a deceitful brook, like waters that 
fail? 19Therefore thus says the Lord: 
“If you return, I will restore you, and you 
shall stand before me. If you utter what is 
precious, and not what is worthless, you 
shall be as my mouth. They shall turn to 
you, but you shall not turn to them. 20And 
I will make you to this people a fortified 
wall of bronze; they will fight against you, 
but they shall not prevail over you, for I 
am with you to save you and deliver you, 
declares the Lord. 21I will deliver you out 
of the hand of the wicked, and redeem 
you from the grasp of the ruthless.”  

PSALM 26 – A Blameless Life 
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THE EPISTLE LESSON                   2 Corinthians 9:1-15 (Pew Bible, pg. 968) 
 

The Epistle Lesson is from the 9th Chapter of Second Corinthians. 

1 Now it is superfluous for me to write to you 
about the ministry for the saints, 2 for I know 
your readiness, of which I boast about you to 
the people of Macedonia, saying that Achaia 
has been ready since last year. And your zeal 
has stirred up most of them. 3 But I am sending 

the brothers so that our boasting about you 
may not prove empty in this matter, so that 
you may be ready, as I said you would 
be. 4 Otherwise, if some Macedonians come 
with me and find that you are not ready, we 
would be humiliated—to say nothing of you—
for being so confident. 5 So I thought it 
necessary to urge the brothers to go on ahead 
to you and arrange in advance for the gift you 
have promised, so that it may be ready as a 
willing gift, not as an exaction.6 The point is 
this: whoever sows sparingly will also reap 
sparingly, and whoever sows bountifully will 
also reap bountifully. 7 Each one must give as 
he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or 
under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful 
giver. 8 And God is able to make all grace 
abound to you, so that having all sufficiency in 
all things at all times, you may abound in 

every good work. 9 As it is written, “He has 
distributed freely, he has given to the poor; his 
righteousness endures forever.” 
 
“He has distributed freely, he has given to the 
poor; his righteousness endures forever.” 
 
10 He who supplies seed to the sower and 
bread for food will supply and multiply your 
seed for sowing and increase the harvest of 
your righteousness. 11 You will be enriched in 
every way to be generous in every way, 
which through us will produce thanksgiving to 
God. 12 For the ministry of this service is not 
only supplying the needs of the saints but is 
also overflowing in many thanksgivings to 
God. 13 By their approval of this service, they 

will glorify God because of your submission 
that comes from your confession of the gospel 
of Christ, and the generosity of your contribu-
tion for them and for all others, 14 while they 
long for you and pray for you, because of the 
surpassing grace of God upon you. 15 Thanks 
be to God for his inexpressible gift! 

      L      This is the Word of the Lord.       
     C    Thanks be to God. 
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HOLY GOSPEL           Matthew 16:21-28 (Pew Bible, pg. 822)  
 

 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 16th Chapter. 
C   Glory to You, O Lord. 

 

 

Alleluia and Verse 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.      
C    Praise to You, O Christ. 

21From that time Jesus began to show his 
disciples that he must go to Jerusalem 
and suffer many things from the elders 
and chief priests and scribes, and be 
killed, and on the third day be 
raised. 22And Peter took him aside and 
began to rebuke him, saying, “Far be it 
from you, Lord! This shall never happen 
to you.” 23But he turned and said to 
Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a 
hindrance to me. For you are not setting 
your mind on the things of God, but on 
the things of man.” 24Then Jesus told his 
disciples, “If anyone would come after 
me, let him deny himself and take up his 

cross and follow me. 25For whoever 
would save his life will lose it, but whoev-
er loses his life for my sake will find 
it. 26For what will it profit a man if he 
gains the whole world and forfeits his 
life? Or what shall a man give in return 
for his life? 27For the Son of Man is going 
to come with his angels in the glory of his 
Father, and then he will repay each 
person according to what he has 
done. 28Truly, I say to you, there are some 
standing here who will not taste death 
until they see the Son of Man coming in 
his kingdom.” 
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Sermon— Rev. Dr. Travis Guse 

Hymn of the Day —  Son of God, Eternal Savior  (LSB 842) 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
Text: Somerset T. C. Lowry, 1855–1932, alt. 
Tune: Oude en Nieuwe Hollantse . . . Contredansen, c. 1710, Amsterdam 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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WE OFFER OURSELVES TO THE LORD  

Prayers of the Church 
 
 

P  Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus,  
      and for all people according to their needs. . .  
 

After each prayer, the congregation responds: 
 

P   Lord in Your mercy,       
C   Hear our prayer. 
 

P   Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray,  
 trusting in Your mercy, through Your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.     
C  Amen. 
 

Sharing of the Peace 
 

Following the prayers, the people may greet one another in the name of the Lord,  
with the ‘hand wave of peace’, as a sign of reconciliation and of the unity of the  
Spirit in the bond of peace (Matthew 5:22–24; Ephesians 4:1–3). 
 

 

Apostles’ Creed  (spoken in unison) 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.  
 And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
 born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
 was crucified, died and was buried. 
  
He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead.  
 He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.  
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
 the holy catholic  Church†, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  
 the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  
 Amen.  
 
      † meaning the whole Church as it confesses the wholeness of the Christian doctrine 
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Offertory 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Offertory Music 

OUR LORD GIVES HIMSELF TO US  

Service of the Sacrament  
 
Preface 

   P  The Lord be with you.                       P   Lift up your hearts.

 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
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P  It is truly good, right, and salutary … and with all the company of heaven  
 we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and singing:  

Eucharistic Prayer 
 

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth. 
 In mercy for our fallen world, You gave Your only Son,  
 that all who believe in Him may not perish, but have eternal life. 
 We give thanks to You for the salvation You have provided to us 
 through Jesus Christ. Send now Your Holy Spirit into our hearts, 
 that we may receive our Lord with a living faith as He comes to us in  
 His holy supper. 
C   Amen. Come Lord Jesus. 

 
The Words of Institution 
 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed… 

Lord’s Prayer 
 

C    Our Father Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,  
  Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;  
  give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses  

as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For Thine is the kingdom and the power  

  and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
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Agnus Dei 

 

 

 

 
 

Holy Communion 
 
Receiving Holy Communion 
 

As Lutheran Christians, we believe, teach, and confess that Jesus Christ gives us His own 
true Body and Blood via the bread and wine of the Lord’s Supper (1 Cor. 10:16).  
We trust His promise that this Supper is for the forgiveness of our sins, the increase of  
our faith, and the strengthening of our life as the Church. Baptized Christians who share 
our confession, repent of their sins, and seek the Lord’s blessing are welcome to receive.  
First time guests are kindly asked to speak to our pastor or an usher before receiving 
communion. Those not communing are welcome to come forward to receive a blessing. 

[For silent prayer before communing] 
Dear Savior, at Your gracious invitation I come to Your table to eat and drink Your  
holy body and blood. Let me find favor in Your eyes to receive this Holy Sacrament in  
faith for the salvation of my soul and to the glory of Your holy name; for You live and 
reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

[For silent prayer after receiving the Sacrament] 
Almighty and everlasting God, I thank and praise You for feeding me the life-giving 
body and blood of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ. Send Your Holy Spirit that, having  
With my mouth received the holy Sacrament, I may by faith obtain and eternally  
enjoy Your divine grace, the forgiveness of sins, unity with Christ, and life eternal;  
through Jesus Christ, my Lord. Amen. 
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Distribution Hymn —  Great is Thy Faithfulness (WOV 771) 
         



 

  15 

Distribution Hymn —  Praise and Thanksgiving (LSB 789)  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Text: Albert F. Bayly, 1901–84 
Tune: Gaelic, 19th cent. 
Text: © 1987 Oxford University Press. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004227 
Tune: Public domain 
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Distribution Hymn —  Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation  (LSB 909)  

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Text: Latin, c. 8th cent.; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–66, alt. 
Tune: Henry Purcell, 1659–95, adapt. 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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GOD BLESSES US AND S ENDS US OUT   

Benediction 
 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 
C Amen. 

Post-Communion Collect 
P Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through 
this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would 
strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love 
toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, Who lives 
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

Thank the Lord 
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Closing Hymn —  Lord of Glory, You Have Bought Us (LSB 851)  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Eliza S. Alderson, 1818–89, alt. 
Tune: Rowland H. Prichard, 1811–87 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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Dismissal 
 
P  We go in the strength and joy of God! Let us not forget the things that our 

eyes have seen or let them fade from our hearts as long as we live (Deut 4:9). 
So let us recall what the Lord has set before us. 

P  What is the Seventh Petition of The Lord’s Prayer? 

C But deliver us from evil. 

P  What does this mean? 

C  We pray in this petition, in summary, that our Father in heaven would 
rescue us from every evil of body and soul, possessions and reputation, and 
finally, when our last hour comes, give us a blessed end, and graciously take 
us from this valley of sorrow to Himself in heaven. 

P  So go in peace to love and serve the Lord! 

C  Thanks be to God! 
 
 

Musician 
Erin Hodge, organist 

 

Ushers 
Dave Dickmander 

Tom McGill 
 
 
 
 

Reader 
Janet Dickmander 

 

Communion Assistants  
Marie Snyder, 

Gary Stuhlmiller 
 

Greeter 
Jan Kolba 

 

Altar Guild  
Vivian Harris, 

Kathy Peterson 
 

A/V Operator   
            Harrison Iles 

 
 
 

SERVING YOU TODAY  

Acknowledgments: Divine Service, Setting One from Lutheran Service Book. Unless otherwise indicated,  
Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®),  

copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission.  
All rights reserved.  Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2023 Concordia Publishing House. 

 

Testimony — Chris Wethman 
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Grace Lutheran Church  
824 N Buchanan Blvd, Durham, NC 27701  

www.gracedurham.org  
office@gracedurham.org  

919.682.6030 
 

 

Livestream 

Call In - Audio Only:  
309-205-3325, 312-626-

6799, 305-224-1968 
 

Meeting ID: 859 9393 2922 

  

Passcode: 9196826030 

Scan the QR code above or 
visit 

www.gracedurham.org/
livestream-channel  

UPCOMING AT GRACE  

Sunday, August 30 
Young Adults Group (3-4:30pm) 
 
Tuesday, September 1 
Growing Thru Grief (4-6pm) 
 

Wednesday, September 2 
LWML Quilting (10am) 
 

Sunday, September 20 
Benefit Concert (3pm) 
 
Wednesday, September 23 
Wednesdays @ 1 (12:30pm) 
 
 
 
 

 
Visit our website at gracedurham.org/news  

for the full calendar of events and small group (PALS) meetings. 

Giving 

Grace Generous Giving  
Quick Response (QR) Code, 

provides a simple and secure 
method of giving.  

Hover over the QR code with 
your phone camera and it 
will take you to our giving 
page to make a donation. 

http://www.gracedurham.org
mailto:office@gracedurham.org
http://www.gracedurham.org/livestream-channel
http://www.gracedurham.org/livestream-channel

