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Jon Richter, Supply Pastor  
 

We go with Good News, teaching, serving,  
and sharing Christ with our neighbors. 

 

TODAY ’S VERSE:  
 

“But immediately Jesus spoke to them, saying, “Take 
heart; it is I. Do not be afraid.” And Peter answered him, 
“Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the 

water.” 
 ~Matthew 14:27-28 

This Sunday 
 

 
9:30am Fellowship 
(Fellowship Hall) 

 

10:10am Worship 
(Sanctuary) 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

Welcome to 
Grace Lutheran Church 

 

Sunday, August 9, 2026  
Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost 

Connect With Us  
 

www.gracedurham.org 
 

Copies of the week’s  
announcements are 

located in the Narthex. 
 

If you’d like to receive our 
eNews via email,  

please contact 
office@gracedurham.org 
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Welcome to Grace Lutheran Church! 
“I came that they may have life and have it abundantly.” -John 10:10  

 

Worshiping with us for the first time? 

  

If you are a first time visitor, welcome! We’re glad you’re here! 
We encourage you to review our statement of communion on page 17.  

If you have any questions, please take a moment to speak with the Pastor  
or one of our ushers. 

 

Please fill out a guest card in the pew racks and tell us about yourself.  
If you have any questions, please ask an usher or any friendly face you see. 

  

We welcome children in worship services.  
Age-appropriate activity bags are located in the Narthex.  

 

Christ the Crucified Comes to Save Us by the Word of Faith 

The Lord who “laid the foundation of the earth” (Job 38:4) is the Author and Giver of 
life who governs all things by His Word. His wisdom and power are beyond our 
understanding, except as He reveals Himself in the incarnate Word, Christ Jesus. He 
has “entered into the springs of the sea” and “walked in the recesses of the 
deep” (Job 38:16), and He draws near to us in mercy. We have been “a long way 
from the land, beaten by the waves” and tossed about by hostile winds (Matt. 
14:24). In our mortality and sinful unbelief, we do not always recognize the Lord 
Jesus. But as we cry out in fear, He speaks tenderly to us, “Do not be afraid,” and He 
reaches out His hand to save us (Matt. 14:27, 31). “Everyone who calls on the name 
of the Lord will be saved” (Rom. 10:13), and now we call upon Him in faith, because 
we have heard “through the word of Christ” (Rom. 10:17). “The word is near you, in 
your mouth and in your heart” (Rom. 10:8). 

INSIGHT INTO TODAY ’S READINGS  
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Prelude  
 

The congregation is asked to join in with the bold-faced text. 

Confession and Absolution  

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 
P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins 

unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to 
grant us forgiveness. 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C Who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,  

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 

Silence is provided for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
 
P Almighty God, our maker and redeemer, we poor sinners confess unto You that 

we are by nature sinful and unclean and that we have sinned against You by 
thought, word, and deed. Wherefore we flee for refuge to Your infinite mercy, 
seeking and imploring Your grace for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

C O most merciful God, Who has given Your only-begotten Son to die for us, 
have mercy upon us and for His sake grant us remission of all our sins; and by 
Your Holy Spirit increase in us true knowledge of You and of Your will and true 
obedience to Your Word, to the end that by Your grace we may come to 
everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained 
servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead 
and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the 
name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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Opening Hymn —  God Moves in a Mysterious Way (LSB 765)  



 

  5 

Salutation and Collect for the Day 
 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
  

P Let us pray. 
Almighty and most merciful God, preserve us from all harm and danger that 
we, being ready in both body and soul, may cheerfully accomplish what You 
want done; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, Who lives and reigns 
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  

C Amen. 

 

 

Kyrie  (LSB 942) 

Text: German version, Ordenung der ceremonien, 1537/38, Naumburg; tr. W. Gustave Polack, 1890–1950, alt. 
Text and tune: Latin, 9th cent. 
Tune: adapt. Kirchen ampt Deutsch, 1525, Erfurt 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004227 
Tune: Public domain 
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THE OLD TESTAMENT LESSON                   Job 38:4-18 (Pew Bible, pg. 443)  

The Old Testament Lesson is from the 38th chapter of Job.   

OUR LORD SPEAKS TO US  

      L   This is the Word of the Lord.        C    Thanks be to God. 

4[The Lord said to Job:] “Where were you 
when I laid the foundation of the earth? 
Tell me, if you have understanding. 
5Who determined its measurements—
surely you know! Or who stretched the 
line upon it? 6On what were its bases 
sunk, or who laid its cornerstone, 
7when the morning stars sang together 
and all the sons of God shouted for joy? 
8“Or who shut in the sea with doors 
when it burst out from the womb, 9when 
I made clouds its garment and thick 
darkness its swaddling band, 10and 
prescribed limits for it and set bars and 
doors, 11and said, ‘Thus far shall you 
come, and no farther, and here shall your 

proud waves be stayed’? 12“Have you 
commanded the morning since your days 
began, and caused the dawn to know its 
place, 13that it might take hold of the 
skirts of the earth, and the wicked be 
shaken out of it? 14It is changed like clay 
under the seal, and its features stand out 
like a garment. 15From the wicked their 
light is withheld, and their uplifted arm is 
broken. 16“Have you entered into the 
springs of the sea, or walked in the 
recesses of the deep? 17Have the gates of 
death been revealed to you, or have you 
seen the gates of deep darkness? 18Have 
you comprehended the expanse of the 
earth? Declare, if you know all this.”  

PSALM 18 – I Love you, Lord, My Strength (Gather Comp. 26) 

Congregation sings refrain 

1. I love you, Lord, my strength, my rock, my fortress, my savior. God, 
you are the rock where I take refuge; my shield, my mighty help, my 
stronghold. Refrain. 

2. Long life to you, Lord my rock! Praise to you, God, who saves me, You 
have given great victories to your king and shown your love for your 
anointed.  Refrain.  
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THE EPISTLE LESSON                                    Romans 10:5-17 (Pew Bible, pg. 946) 
 

The Epistle Lesson is from the 10th Chapter of Romans. 

5Moses writes about the righteousness 
that is based on the law, that the person 
who does the commandments shall live by 
them. 6But the righteousness based on 
faith says, “Do not say in your heart, ‘Who 
will ascend into heaven?’” (that is, to bring 
Christ down) 7or “‘Who will descend into 
the abyss?’” (that is, to bring Christ up 
from the dead). 8But what does it say? 
“The word is near you, in your mouth and 
in your heart” (that is, the word of faith 
that we proclaim); 9because, if you confess 
with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and 
believe in your heart that God raised him 
from the dead, you will be saved. 10For 
with the heart one believes and is justi-
fied, and with the mouth one confesses 
and is saved. 11For the Scripture says, 
“Everyone who believes in him will not be 

put to shame.” 12For there is no distinction 
between Jew and Greek; the same Lord is 
Lord of all, bestowing his riches on all who 
call on him. 13For “everyone who calls on 
the name of the Lord will be saved.” 
14But how are they to call on him in whom 
they have not believed? And how are they 
to believe in him of whom they have never 
heard? And how are they to hear without 
someone preaching? 15And how are they 
to preach unless they are sent? As it is 
written, “How beautiful are the feet of 
those who preach the good news!” 16But 
they have not all obeyed the gospel. For 
Isaiah says, “Lord, who has believed what 
he has heard from us?” 17So faith comes 
from hearing, and hearing through the 
word of Christ. 

      L      This is the Word of the Lord.       
     C    Thanks be to God. 
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HOLY GOSPEL           Matthew 14:22-33 (Pew Bible, pg. 820)  
 

 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 14th Chapter. 
C   Glory to You, O Lord. 

 

 

Alleluia and Verse 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.      
C    Praise to You, O Christ. 

22Immediately [Jesus] made the disciples 
get into the boat and go before him to 
the other side, while he dismissed the 
crowds. 23And after he had dismissed the 
crowds, he went up on the mountain by 
himself to pray. When evening came, he 
was there alone, 24but the boat by this 
time was a long way from the land, 
beaten by the waves, for the wind was 
against them. 25And in the fourth watch 
of the night he came to them, walking on 
the sea. 26But when the disciples saw him 
walking on the sea, they were terrified, 
and said, “It is a ghost!” and they cried 
out in fear. 27But immediately Jesus spoke 

to them, saying, “Take heart; it is I. Do 
not be afraid.” 28And Peter answered him, 
“Lord, if it is you, command me to come 
to you on the water.” 29He said, “Come.” 
So Peter got out of the boat and walked 
on the water and came to Jesus. 30But 
when he saw the wind, he was afraid, and 
beginning to sink he cried out, “Lord, save 
me.” 31Jesus immediately reached out his 
hand and took hold of him, saying to him, 
“O you of little faith, why did you 
doubt?” 32And when they got into the 
boat, the wind ceased. 33And those in the 
boat worshiped him, saying, “Truly you 
are the Son of God.” 



 

  9 

Sermon— Pastor Jon Richter 

Hymn of the Day —  Eternal Father, Strong to Serve (LSB 717) 



 

10   

WE OFFER OURSELVES TO THE LORD  

Prayers of the Church 
 
 

P  Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus,  
      and for all people according to their needs. . .  
 

After each prayer, the congregation responds: 
 

P   Lord in Your mercy,       
C   Hear our prayer. 
 

P   Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray,  
 trusting in Your mercy, through Your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.     
C  Amen. 
 

Sharing of the Peace 
 

Following the prayers, the people may greet one another in the name of the Lord,  
with the ‘hand wave of peace’, as a sign of reconciliation and of the unity of the  
Spirit in the bond of peace (Matthew 5:22–24; Ephesians 4:1–3). 
 

 

Apostles’ Creed  (spoken in unison) 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.  
 And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
 born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
 was crucified, died and was buried. 
  
He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead.  
 He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.  
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
 the holy catholic  Church†, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  
 the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  
 Amen.  
 
      † meaning the whole Church as it confesses the wholeness of the Christian doctrine 
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Offertory 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Offertory Music 

OUR LORD GIVES HIMSELF TO US  

Service of the Sacrament  
 
Preface 

   P  The Lord be with you.                       P   Lift up your hearts.
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P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

P  It is truly good, right, and salutary … and with all the company of heaven  
 we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and singing:  

Eucharistic Prayer 
 

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth. 
 In mercy for our fallen world, You gave Your only Son,  
 that all who believe in Him may not perish, but have eternal life. 
 We give thanks to You for the salvation You have provided to us 
 through Jesus Christ. Send now Your Holy Spirit into our hearts, 
 that we may receive our Lord with a living faith as He comes to us in  
 His holy supper. 
C   Amen. Come Lord Jesus. 

 
The Words of Institution 
 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed… 
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Agnus Dei 

 

 

 

 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
 

C    Our Father Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,  
  Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;  
  give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses  

as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For Thine is the kingdom and the power  

  and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

Holy Communion 
 
Receiving Holy Communion 
 

As Lutheran Christians, we believe, teach, and confess that Jesus Christ gives us His own 
true Body and Blood via the bread and wine of the Lord’s Supper (1 Cor. 10:16).  
We trust His promise that this Supper is for the forgiveness of our sins, the increase of  
our faith, and the strengthening of our life as the Church. Baptized Christians who share 
our confession, repent of their sins, and seek the Lord’s blessing are welcome to receive.  
First time guests are kindly asked to speak to our pastor or an usher before receiving 
communion. Those not communing are welcome to come forward to receive a blessing. 
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[For silent prayer after receiving the Sacrament] 
Almighty and everlasting God, I thank and praise You for feeding me the life-giving 
body and blood of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ. Send Your Holy Spirit that, having  
With my mouth received the holy Sacrament, I may by faith obtain and eternally  
enjoy Your divine grace, the forgiveness of sins, unity with Christ, and life eternal;  
through Jesus Christ, my Lord. Amen. 

Distribution Hymn —  Precious Lord, Take My Hand  (LSB 739) 

[For silent prayer before communing] 
Dear Savior, at Your gracious invitation I come to Your table to eat and drink Your  
holy body and blood. Let me find favor in Your eyes to receive this Holy Sacrament in  
faith for the salvation of my soul and to the glory of Your holy name; for You live and 
reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
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Distribution Hymn —  We Walk by Faith and Not by Sight  (LSB 720)  
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Distribution Hymn —  Lead Me, Guide Me (LSB 721)  
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GOD BLESSES US AND S ENDS US OUT   

Benediction 
 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 
C Amen. 

Post-Communion Collect 
 

A Let us pray. 
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through 
this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would 
strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love 
toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, Who lives 
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

Thank the Lord 
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Closing Hymn —  How Majestic Is Your Name  (LSB 978)  
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Dismissal 
 

P  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body 
and soul to life everlasting. Depart T in peace.  

C  Amen.  

Musician 
Erin Hodge, organist 

 

Ushers 
Drew Young  
Tom McGill 

 
 
 
 

Reader 
Jenna Young 

 

Communion Assistants  
Dave Pittman, 
Noah Voelker 

 

Greeter 
Joyce Eckart 

 

Altar Guild  
Vivian Harris 

Kathy Peterson 
 

A/V Operator   
            John Kolba 

 
 
 

SERVING YOU TODAY  

Acknowledgments: Divine Service, Setting One from Lutheran Service Book. Unless otherwise indicated,  
Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®),  

copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission.  
All rights reserved.  Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2023 Concordia Publishing House. 
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Grace Lutheran Church  
824 N Buchanan Blvd, Durham, NC 27701  

www.gracedurham.org  
office@gracedurham.org  

919.682.6030 
 

 

Livestream 

Call In - Audio Only:  
309-205-3325, 312-626-

6799, 305-224-1968 
 

Meeting ID: 859 9393 2922 

  

Passcode: 9196826030 

Scan the QR code above or 
visit 

www.gracedurham.org/
livestream-channel  

UPCOMING AT GRACE  

Sunday, August 9 
Ignite: Welcome to Grace (11:30am) 
Young Adults Group (3-4:30pm) 
 
Tuesday, August 11 
Growing Thru Grief (4-6pm) 
 

Wednesday, August 12 
LWML Quilting (10am) 
 

Saturday, August 22 
Gather @ Grace: Summer Fun (1-4pm) 
 

Saturday, August 29 
Youth Escape Room 
 
 
 

 
Visit our website at gracedurham.org/news  

for the full calendar of events and small group (PALS) meetings. 
 
                                                Giving 

Grace Generous Giving  
Quick Response (QR) Code, 

provides a simple and secure 
method of giving.  

Hover over the QR code with 
your phone camera and it 
will take you to our giving 
page to make a donation. 

http://www.gracedurham.org
mailto:office@gracedurham.org
http://www.gracedurham.org/livestream-channel
http://www.gracedurham.org/livestream-channel

