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We go with Good News, teaching, serving,  
and sharing Christ with our neighbors. 

 

“For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled,  
and he who humbles himself will be exalted.” 

 -Luke 4:11 

9am Sunday  
Discussion Group 

(Bethlehem Resource 
Center) 

 

9:30am Fellowship 
(Fellowship Hall) 

 

10:10am Worship 
(Sanctuary) 

 
11:30am Town Hall 

(Fellowship Hall) 
 

 
 
 

 

 

www.gracedurham.org 
 

Copies of the week’s  
announcements are 

located in the Narthex. 
 

If you’d like to receive our 
eNews via email,  

please contact 
office@gracedurham.org 
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If you are a first time visitor, welcome! We’re glad you’re here! 
We encourage you to review our Statement of Communion on page 15.  

If you have any questions, please take a moment to speak with Pastor Brooks  
or one of our ushers. 

 

Please fill out a guest card in the pew racks and tell us about yourself.  
If you have any questions, please ask an usher or any friendly face you see. 

  

We welcome children in worship services.  
Age-appropriate activity bags are located in the Narthex.  

 

We Are Humbled and Exalted by the Cross of Christ 
 
“Everyone who exalts himself will be humbled,” Jesus proclaims, but “he who 
humbles himself will be exalted” (Luke 14:11). For your hope is in the name of the 
Lord, Who humbled Himself unto death on the cross and was exalted in His 
resurrection. So, are you humbled by His cross, and “at the resurrection of the just,” 
He will say to you, “Friend, move up higher” (Luke 14:10, 13–14)? By His grace, the 
King will honor you “in the presence of a noble,” where your eyes will gaze upon the 
Prince, His dearly beloved Son (Prov. 25:7). As He has dealt so graciously with you, 
“do not neglect to do good and to share what you have” (Heb. 13:16), and “do not 
neglect to show hospitality to strangers” (Heb. 13:2). Humble yourself and exalt your 
neighbor. 
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Prelude  
 

 

The congregation is asked to join in with the bold-faced text. 

Confession and Absolution  

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, Who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins 

and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. (1 John 1:8) 

 
Silence is provided for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

In this time, you may present to God any particular issue that is  

weighing on your heart or stealing your peace. If you are particularly troubled,  

you are welcome to seek private confession with the Pastor. 

 
P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father, 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean.  

We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 

done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our  

whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve 

Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, 

have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight  

in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 
P Almighty God in His Mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 

forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by  

His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father  

and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.  (John 20:19-23) 

C Amen. 
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Kyrie —  (WOV 602) 

Opening Hymn —  God Himself Is Present (LSB 907) 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Text: Gerhard Tersteegen, abr.; tr. Frederick W. Foster, alt.; tr. John Miller, alt., Tune: Joachim Neander, 1650–80, Text and tune: Public domain 
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 Gloria in Excelsis 
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THE OLD TESTAMENT LESSON                                   Proverbs 25:2–10 (pg. 546) 
 The Old Testament Lesson is from the 25th Chapters of Proverbs.  

Salutation and Collect for the Day 
 

P   The Lord be with you.      
C   And also with you. 
 

P   Let us pray . . .  
O Lord of grace and mercy, teach us by Your Holy Spirit to follow the example 
of Your Son in true humility, that we may withstand the temptations of the 
devil and with pure hearts and minds avoid ungodly pride; through the same 
Jesus Christ, our Lord, Who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,  
one God, now and forever. 

 C    Amen. 

 

2It is the glory of God to conceal things, 
but the glory of kings is to search things 
out. 3As the heavens for height, and  
the earth for depth, so the heart of  
kings is unsearchable. 
4Take away the dross from the silver, 
and the smith has material for a vessel; 
5take away the wicked from the  
presence of the king, and his throne  
will be established in righteousness. 
6Do not put yourself forward in the  
king’s presence or stand in the place  
 

of the great, 7for it is better to be told,  
“Come up here,” than to be put lower  
in the presence of a noble. 
What your eyes have seen 
8do not hastily bring into court, 
for what will you do in the end, 
when your neighbor puts you to shame? 
9Argue your case with your neighbor 
himself, and do not reveal another’s 
secret, 10lest he who hears you bring 
shame upon you, and your ill repute  
have no end. 

      L   This is the Word of the Lord.         
     C    Thanks be to God. 
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Text: Psalm 131; Text and Music: Davis Haas. Reprinted / Streamed with Permission under One License #A-701734.  

PSALM 131 – My Soul is Still (Gather Comp. 129) 

Congregation sings refrain 

1 My heart is not proud, my eyes not 
above You; You fill my soul. I am not 
filled with great things, nor with 
thoughts beyond me. 
Refrain 

 

2 My soul is still, my soul stays quiet, 
longing for You like a weaned child  

 in its mother’s arms; so is my soul a 
 child with You.  
 Refrain.  
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THE EPISTLE LESSON                                Hebrews 13:1–17 (Pew Bible, pg. 1009) 
 

The Epistle Lesson is from the 13th Chapter of Hebrews. 

1Let brotherly love continue.  
2Do not neglect to show hospitality to 
strangers, for thereby some have  
entertained angels unawares.  
3Remember those who are in prison,  
as though in prison with them, and those 
who are mistreated, since you also are in 
the body. 4Let marriage be held in honor 
among all, and let the marriage bed be 
undefiled, for God will judge the  
sexually immoral and adulterous.  
5Keep your life free from love of money, 
and be content with what you have,  
for He has said, “I will never leave you  
nor forsake you.” 6So we can confidently 
say, “The Lord is my helper; I will  
not fear; what can man do to me?” 
7Remember your leaders, those who 
spoke to you the word of God. Consider 
the outcome of their way of life, and 
imitate their faith. 8Jesus Christ is the 
same yesterday and today and forever. 
9Do not be led away by diverse and 
strange teachings, for it is good for the 
heart to be strengthened by grace, not  
by foods, which have not benefited  

those devoted to them.  
10We have an altar from which those  
who serve the tent have no right to eat. 
11For the bodies of those animals whose 
blood is brought into the holy places by 
the high priest as a sacrifice for sin are 
burned outside the camp.  
12So Jesus also suffered outside the gate  
in order to sanctify the people through  
His own blood. 13Therefore let us go to 
Him outside the camp and bear the 
reproach He endured.  
14For here we have no lasting city, but  
we seek the city that is to come. 
 15Through Him then let us continually 
offer up a sacrifice of praise to God,  
that is, the fruit of lips that acknowledge 
His name. 16Do not neglect to do good  
and to share what you have, for such 
sacrifices are pleasing to God. 
17Obey your leaders and submit to them, 
for they are keeping watch over your 
souls, as those who will have to give an 
account. Let them do this with joy and  
not with groaning, for that would be of  
no advantage to you. 

    L   This is the Word of the Lord.       
       C    Thanks be to God. 
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HOLY GOSPEL                               Luke 14:1–14 (Pew Bible, pg. 873)  
 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 14th Chapter. 
C   Glory to You, O Lord. 

1One Sabbath, when [Jesus] went to dine 
at the house of a ruler of the Pharisees, 
they were watching Him carefully.  
2And behold, there was a man before Him 
who had dropsy. 3And Jesus responded  
to the lawyers and Pharisees, saying,  
“Is it lawful to heal on the Sabbath,  
or not?” 4But they remained silent.  
Then He took him and healed him and  
sent him away. 5And He said to them, 
“Which of you, having a son or an ox that 
has fallen into a well on a Sabbath day,  
will not immediately pull him out?”  
6And they could not reply to these things. 
7Now He told a parable to those who were 
invited, when He noticed how they chose 
the places of honor, saying to them, 
8“When you are invited by someone to a 
wedding feast, do not sit down in a place 
of honor, lest someone more distinguished 
than you be invited by him, 9and he who 
invited you both will come and say to you, 

‘Give your place to this person,’ and then 
you will begin with shame to take the 
lowest place. 10But when you are invited, 
go and sit in the lowest place, so that 
when your host comes he may say to you, 
‘Friend, move up higher.’ Then you will be 
honored in the presence of all who sit at 
table with you. 11For everyone who exalts 
himself will be humbled, and he who 
humbles himself will be exalted.” 
12He said also to the man who had  
invited Him, “When you give a dinner or a 
banquet, do not invite your friends or  
your brothers or your relatives or rich 
neighbors, lest they also invite you in 
return and you be repaid.  
13But when you give a feast, invite the 
poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind, 
14and you will be blessed, because they 
cannot repay you. You will be repaid at the 
resurrection of the just.” 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.     C    Praise to You, O Christ. 

Alleluia and Verse 
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Hymn of the Day — Son of God, Eternal Savior (LSB 842) 

Sermon—The Rev. Dr. David H. Brooks  

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
Text: Somerset T. C. Lowry, 1855–1932, alt. 
Tune: Oude en Nieuwe Hollantse . . . Contredansen, c. 1710, Amsterdam 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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Apostles’ Creed  (spoken in unison) 
 
 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.  
 And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
 born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
 was crucified, died and was buried. 
  

He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead.  
 He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.  
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
 the holy catholic  Church†, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  
 the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  
 Amen.  
 
      † meaning the whole Church as it confesses the wholeness of the Christian doctrine 

 

Prayers of the Church 
 
 

P  Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus,  
       and for all people     
       according to their needs. . .  

 
After each prayer, the congregation responds: 

 
P   Lord in Your mercy, 
C   Hear our prayer. 

 
P   Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your     
     mercy, through Your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.     
C   Amen. 
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Sharing of the Peace 

 
Following the prayers, the people may greet one another in the name of the Lord,  
with the ‘hand wave of peace’, as a sign of reconciliation and of the unity of the  
Spirit in the bond of peace (Matthew 5:22–24; Ephesians 4:1–3). 
 

 
Offertory Music 
 

 
Offertory  
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P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 
 

 

 
 

P  It is truly good, right, and salutary … and with all the company of heaven  
 we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and singing:  

Service of the Sacrament  
 
Preface 

   P  The Lord be with you.                       P   Lift up your hearts. 
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Eucharistic Prayer 
 

P Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father: Endless is Your mercy and eternal  
 Your reign. You have filled all creation with light and life; heaven and earth are 
 full of Your glory. Through Abraham You promised to bless all nations.  
 You rescued Israel, Your chosen people. Through the prophets You renewed 
 Your promise; and, at this end of all the ages, You sent Your Son,  
 Who in words and deeds proclaimed Your kingdom and was obedient to  
 Your will, even to giving His life. 
C   Amen.  
 
 
 

The Words of Institution 
 

P  Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed… 
 
 

P  Remembering, therefore, His death, resurrection, and ascension,  
  we await His coming in glory. Pour out upon us the Spirit of Your love, O Lord, 
  and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food,  
  the true body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord;  
  to Whom, with You and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory,  
  now and forever. 
C  Amen. 
 
 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
 

C    Our Father Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,  
  Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;  
  give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses  

as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For Thine is the kingdom and the power  

  and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
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Agnus Dei 

 

 

 

 
 

Holy Communion 
 
Receiving Holy Communion 
 

As Lutheran Christians, we believe, teach, and confess that Jesus Christ gives us His own 
true Body and Blood via the bread and wine of the Lord’s Supper (1 Cor. 10:16).  
We trust His promise that this Supper is for the forgiveness of our sins, the increase of  
our faith, and the strengthening of our life as the Church. Baptized Christians who share 
our confession, repent of their sins, and seek the Lord’s blessing are welcome to receive.  
First time guests are kindly asked to speak to our pastor or an usher before receiving 
communion. Those not communing are welcome to come forward to receive a blessing. 
 

[For silent prayer before communing] 
Dear Savior, at Your gracious invitation I come to Your table to eat and drink Your  
holy body and blood. Let me find favor in Your eyes to receive this Holy Sacrament in  
faith for the salvation of my soul and to the glory of Your holy name; for You live and   
reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

[For silent prayer after receiving the Sacrament] 
Almighty and everlasting God, I thank and praise You for feeding me the life-giving 
body and blood of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ. Send Your Holy Spirit that, having  
With my mouth received the holy Sacrament, I may by faith obtain and eternally  
enjoy Your divine grace, the forgiveness of sins, unity with Christ, and life eternal;  
through Jesus Christ, my Lord. Amen. 
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Distribution Hymn —  From Depths of Woe (Trinity Hymnal 554) 

Distribution Hymn —  Your Table I Approach (LSB 628) 

 

 

5 O grant, most blessèd Lord, 
 That earth and hell combined 
 May not about this sacrament 
 Raise doubt within my mind. 

6    Oh, may I never fail 
       To thank You day and night 
       For Your true body and true blood, 
       O God, my peace and light. 

 

Text: Gerhard Wolter Molanus, 1633–1722; tr. Matthias Loy, 1828–1915, alt. Tune: Trente quatre Pseaumes de David, 1551, Geneva, ed. Louis Bourgeois 
Text and tune: Public domain 

(continues) 
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Thank the Lord 
 

 
 

 
 

Text and Music: Martin Luther, Tune: AUS TIEFER NOT, Public Domain 



 

18   

Benediction 
 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look upon you with favor and T  give you peace. 
 

C Amen. 

Closing Hymn —  God’s Own Child, I Gladly Say It (LSB 594)  

Post-Communion Collect 
 

P    Let us pray. 
 Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a foretaste of the  
 promised feast in the Holy Supper. Keep us firm in the true faith throughout  
 the days of our pilgrimage that, on the day of the Lord’s approach, we may,  
 with all Your saints, celebrate the marriage feast of the Lamb in His Kingdom  
 that has no end; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, Who lives and reigns 
 with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C   Amen. 

(continues) 

 

 
 
Text: Erdmann Neumeister, 1671–1756; tr. Robert E. Voelker, 1957, Tune: Johann Caspar Bachofen, 1695–1755, alt. 
Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004227 
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Dismissal 
 

P     Where do you go? 

 C     Into the world! Christ sends us that we may tell the Good News of the  
               Kingdom of God. 
  P     Then go in peace; rejoice in God; love one another.  

 C     In the name of Christ! Amen.  

 
Postlude  
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824 N Buchanan Blvd, Durham, NC 27701  
www.gracedurham.org  

office@gracedurham.org  
919.682.6030 

Call In - Audio Only:  
309-205-3325, 312-626-

6799, 305-224-1968 
 

Meeting ID: 847 8043 7557 

  

Passcode: 9196826030 

Scan the QR code above or 
visit 

www.gracedurham.org/
livestream-channel  

 

Grace Generous Giving  
Quick Response (QR) Code, 

provides a simple and secure 
method of giving.  

Hover over the QR code with 
your phone camera and it 
will take you to our giving 
page to make a donation. Acknowledgments: Divine Service, Setting One from Lutheran Service Book. Unless otherwise indicated,  Scripture 

quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®),  copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a 
publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission.  

All rights reserved.  Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2023 Concordia Publishing House. 

 

     Saturday, Sept. 13 - Grace Farmers Market (1pm-4pm) 
     Sunday, Sept. 14 - Deaconess Anna Voelker Commissioning  
                                      and Installation (10:10am)  

 
Visit our website at gracedurham.org/news for the full  
calendar of events and small group (PALS) meetings. 

 

Musician 
Erin Hodge, 

organist 
 

Ushers 
 Frank Oruwari 

Tom McGill, 
Acolyte 

 

Reader 
Chris Wethman 

 

Communion 
Assistant  

Jenna Young 
 

Greeter 
     Kathy Pittman 

   Altar Guild               
Amy Robertson,    
    setup and 
     clean up  
 

 A/V Operator 
 Joe Wethman 
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