
January 29, 2023
10:00am | Sanctuary

of First Presbyterian Church Spartanburg
Annual Meeting



Call to Order with Prayer
 Rev. Alan F. Dyer, Senior Pastor

2022 Statistical Report
   and Report from the Ministries of the Church
 Elder Reuben D. Calvert Jr., Associate Clerk of Session
 Deacon Cheryl O. Lang, Diaconate Chair

Finance Committee Report Elder S. Michael Pack Jr.

Congregational Nominating Committee Report
 Elder Martha T. Bean

Personnel Committee Report Elder C. Sloan Evans

Adjournment with prayer

Following the conclusion of the meeting, you are 
invited to a time of fellowship and refreshments 
in the Perrin Room.

Agenda 

2022 Statistical Report

Membership
Prior Active Members 2171
Gains
 Certificate 23
 Youth Professions 17
 Professions and Reaffirmations 17
Total Gains 57
Losses
 Certificate 22
 Deaths 28
 Deleted for any Other Reason 44
Total Losses 94
Total Ending Active Members 2134

Baptisms 23

Average Weekly Worship Attendance 667

Church Leadership

Class of 2023
Martha Bean

Dawn Bingham
Anna Blanton

De Calvert
Muffet Chapman

Sloan Evans
Donna Kennedy

Frank Lee
Emily Neely
Bill Oldham

Michael Pack
Jennifer Parker

Norman Pulliam
Septima Smith

Mary Helen Wade
Class of 2024

Harold Ballenger
Louie Blanton

Blair Clementson
John Faris
Patti Foy

Callie Hammett
John Harrill
Josh Jones
Cesily King

Andy Lancaster
Cathy Martinez

Paul McKee
Brand Stille

Wesley Stoddard
Charlotte Verreault

Class of 2025
Vic Bailey, IV
Palmer Ball
Gail Ballard

David Beacham
Kathryn Bridges

Charlie Burns
Randall Chambers

Molly Colbath
Bill Cummings
Lynn Edwards

Debbie Kocisko
Kay Maddox

Stephen Parrott
Mary Lorick Thompson

Elizabeth Young

Class of 2023
Orin Beach

Leah Blanton
Marsha Calvert

Mallory Edwards
Susan Gaubert
Ben Harrison
Cheryl Lang

Sherron Langley
Scottie Lummus

Jack Mason
Alex Powell

Ryan Reynolds
Melissa Sullivan

Sally White
Hannah Zimmerman

Class of 2024
Cathy Bagwell

Katherine Barre
David Berry
Baker Boles
Jeff Cleland

Mary Grace Close
Allison Ellis

Holly Hoenig
Will Hoy

Lee Jenkins
Laura Keller
Betty Tate

Josh Thompson
Amy Usry

Frazier Wilson
Class of 2025
Aundie Bishop
Harry Burgess

Edd Ervin
Chris Groke

Roxanne King
Ryan Langley

Deborah Lemke
Julia Manello
Linda Mullen

Tanner Oldham
Jean Palmer
Steve Parker

Joe Pinilla
Anne Poliakoff

Lee Shirley

Elders Deacons



The Session of First Presbyterian Church of Spartanburg is comprised of Ordained Elders duly elected each year by the 
congregation. The Session is organized into four Ministries, each including the requisite operational committees to 
carry out the work of the church.

2022 Session Report to the Congregation

with our children’s choirs that included a singer from 
Kenya, and Christmas portions of Handel’s Messiah 
with the Spartanburg High School Concert Choir as 
our special guest. 

The Ministry of Education and Discipleship
The Adult Education and Discipleship Committee 
works with the Associate Pastor for E&D to facilitate 
the entire Adult Education program for the church. 
In 2022 we 
continued to 
grow in-person 
Sunday School 
and Bible Studies 
while keeping 
remote options 
available. Lenten 
and Advent 
devotions were 
offered by video 
and booklets, and 
our WAF program 
has become 
more successful 
than ever with 
quality programs 
and fellowship.
The Children’s Discipleship Committee collaborates 
with the Associate Pastor for Education and 
Discipleship and the Director of Children’s Ministry 
to schedule and facilitate all children’s educational 
programming. During 2022, the Children’s Ministry 
experienced growth in numbers of both children and 
volunteers. Over 80 volunteers helped to lead VBS 
for 145 children. Rally Day, weekly Sunday School, 
Advent Workshop, Bible Presentations, CRC (Christian 
Recreation for Children as a part of WAF), and 
Ministry Outreach- this program continues to develop 
and thrive. This year leadership transitioned from 
interims Rev. Ansley Page and Beth Burris to Kara 
Clark. 
The Youth Ministry Committee works with the 
Associate Pastor for Youth and Campus Ministry to 
oversee all Youth programming and events. At the 
start of 2022, with much help from Rev. Craig Foster 

The Ministry of Worship and Music
The Worship Committee works with the pastors 
and staff to resolve issues involved in the multiple 
worship services offered to the congregation. In 
2022, the church saw a full return to pre-COVID 
worship practices. Monthly worship attendance 
was dramatically higher than recent years, with 
an average weekly worship attendance of 667 (up 
from 558 in 2021). Improvements were made to 
the weekly bulletin design, baptisms and weddings 
were held, and the church enjoyed numerous special 
worship opportunities, including the annual Kirkin’ 
o’ the Tartans. Committee members continue to 
organize youth and children’s participation in worship 
as acolytes and scripture readers. Additionally, 
the beautifully designed flower arrangements are 
dismantled to share with others each week.

The Music Committee works specifically with the 
music staff to facilitate music in worship, the multiple 
choirs that are a part of our church life, special music 
programs and offerings, inclusion of guest musicians 
in worship, and items to be approved by or reported 
to the Session. In 2022 the music program was able 
to resume a full schedule of activities, including a 
welcome concert for Rev. Alan Dyer featuring the 
Chancel Choir and orchestra, a Chamber Singers 
benefit concert for the Cleveland Academy of 
Leadership, a globally oriented White Gifts service 

The Ministry of Worship and Music

The Ministry of Education and Discipleship



and Rev. Leslie Lang, a successful Confirmation class 
was planned and was completed in April with 17 
ninth graders joining the church. Later in the year, 
First Pres welcomed and installed a new Youth Pastor, 
Rev. John Daniel DeBevoise. Under the leadership 
of the Youth Committee and Rev. DeBevoise, 
19 high school students attended the Montreat 
Youth Conference, and 23 middle school students 
attended the Middle School Youth Conference with 
the Foothills Presbytery. Additionally, 18 youth 
participated in the CROSS Urban Plunge mission 
trip in April. Many more youth have participated 
in weekly programming, Summer Bible Studies 
and day trips, and have served the church and 
local community through such projects as helping 
Converse University prepare the space for their new 
Valkyrie Supply Closet, participating in the Church’s 
Day of service, helping with our first Trunk or Treat, 
and packing and sending College Care Packages to our 
First Pres college students.

The Young Adult Committee works with the Associate 
Pastor for Young Adults and Mission to provide 
expanded interest programming for the young adult 
members of First Presbyterian, as well as other 
young adults in the community. Numerous YA social 
activities were held during 2022, including TopGolf, 
FR8Yard, and a large gathering at the Breeden’s farm. 
In addition to fellowship, the young adults provided 
and served at the Neighborhood Meal Ministry 
multiple times. Abide Sunday school, Younger 
Women’s Bible studies, and the Younger Men’s Bible 
study are all going strong.
Ministry of Mission
The Local Mission Committee oversees all activities 
regarding our community outreach. During 2022, 
benevolence funds were distributed to 13 community 
partners whose service focus aligns with the Faith 
Initiative to End Child Poverty. The 2022 Witness 

Season project raised funds for Angels Charge 
Ministry to buy a van, and we exceeded our goal. 
The first annual Churchwide Day of Service was also 
a major success, with 70 church members of all ages 
serving at eight different ministry sites.
The Faith Initiative to End Child Poverty grew from a 
report, published in 2018 by USC-Upstate, illustrating 
the gross disparity in outcomes among children born 
into different neighborhoods in our community. The 
FIECP made the exciting decision at the end of 2022 
to hire a part-time director who will start in 2023 and  
will lead the initiative in the following goals: build a 
network of congregations and organizations, map the 
services offered to end child poverty, determine what 
data is needed to guide the effort and begin tracking 
it, and host a second summit in Fall 2023.
The Peace and Justice Task Force was created by 
Session to find ways to help the congregation grow in 
our understanding of issues surrounding our faith and 
equity. Often the issues facing the task force center 
on the long-standing issue of race in our community 
and the efforts needed from the faith community to 
make Spartanburg a better place for all citizens. 

The International Mission Committee focuses on our 
Global Mission partners Solid Rock International in 
the Dominican Republic, Haiti Outreach Ministries in 
Haiti, Iglesia Presbyteria Reformada in Santa Clara, 
Cuba, and Precious Heritage Ministries Foundation 
in the Philippines. A mission team visited Cuba in 
November 2022, which was the first mission trip the 
church has been able to do since Covid, and a team is 
set to travel to the DR in February 2023.
The Ministry of Administration
The Communications Committee works on all forms 
of communication to the congregation including 
website, email, social media, livestream, zoom, 
and print communications. Equipment upgrades 

The Ministry of Mission

The Ministry of Administration



The Diaconate has 45 members serving our congregation.  In the Book of Order, deacons are called to a ministry of 
compassion, witness, and service, sharing the redeeming love of Jesus Christ with others.  At First Presbyterian Church, 
through the Care, Engage and Connect Ministries, we embrace this charge and work to share Christ’s love with our 
congregation, community and world.  

2022 Diaconate Report to the Congregation

continued to be made throughout 2022 to enhance 
connectivity for remote activities, livestreaming, 
and hybrid meetings. Added focus on improving our 
digital and print communication is also underway 
including a redesigned weekly eNews email, a new 
sermon podcast (available on all podcast platforms), 
and development of a long-term communications 
plan.
The Endowment Advancement Committee works with 
the Church Treasurer to manage existing investments 
and seeks to make the congregation aware of lifetime 
and estate giving opportunities to enhance the long-
term financial stability of First Presbyterian. The 1843 
Fund annual report was updated and distributed to 
the congregation in fall 2022. The committee has also 
started planning for a special event in spring 2023 
that will invite further congregational participation in 
this essential tool for supporting the long-term health 
and vitality of the church.
The Facilities Committee works tirelessly to manage 
all aspects of our beautiful and complex church 
campus. This includes both maintenance and capital 
projects and also includes campus security during 
and between church activities. A new digital security 
camera system for the church building and grounds 
was installed to provide a safer environment for 
everyone.
Emergency Preparedness identified needed upgrades 

In life and in death, through good times and bad, 
we know that Christ is present, redeeming our 
brokenness, celebrating our joys and leading us 
to wholeness and peace. We seek to care for the 
church through the Bereavement, Farthest Pew, Meal 
Ministry, Life Events, Purnell and Stephen Ministry 
committees.
The Bereavement Committee provides personal 
care to those who lose close family members and 
offers comfort to those who lose members of their 
extended families. 
The Farthest Pew brings the church to those who are 
unable to attend in person for various reasons. This 
is accomplished by sharing communion and making 
visits.

The Meal Ministry serves the congregation by 
providing comfort and assistance during times of 
illness, surgery or bereavement. By providing a warm 
meal and fellowship, they seek to reach members 
with nurture and love.

Care Ministry

in equipment, procedures, and staffing for needed 
site security.
Every month, the Finance Committee reviews all 
revenue and expense items against the budget; 
a monthly report is shared with Session. The 
committee, along with the Church Financial Officer, 
provides either an internal review or an outside 
independent audit in alternating years. For the 
second consecutive year, the church saw a net surplus 
in giving over expenses. Additionally, 2022 represents 
the first time since 2012 that giving to the operating 
budget exceeded $3 million.
The Officer Placement Committee engages all newly 
elected officers on an annual basis to place each 
person in service assignments most suited to their 
skill sets and interests.
The Stewardship Committee is responsible for 
encouraging the generosity of the congregation 
through the organization of an annual stewardship 
campaign and providing regular updates on 
giving throughout the year. The “Celebrating 
God’s Abundance” campaign that took place in fall 
2022 sought to build on the momentum in this area 
that began during the 2021 campaign. In response 
to these efforts, 432 pledges totaling over $2.47 
million have been submitted for 2023 to date. This 
represents a 7.5% increase in total amount pledged 
over 2022.



Life Events reaches out to support, celebrate and 
uplift the lives of our church family with expressions 
of God’s love through written notes, meals and calls 
offering words of encouragement, care, thanksgiving 
or concern. 
The Purnell Committee assists church members and 
those in the community who are in financial distress. 
They do this using monies provided by the Purnell 
and Judd endowed funds. Support is provided so 
families facing hardships can get back on their feet 
again.
The Stephen Ministry uses trained members of our 
congregation trained to offer care, encouragement, 
emotional, and spiritual support to people who 
are hurting. A trained Stephen Minister meets and 
provides high-quality, one-to-one, Christ-centered 
care to people experiencing life difficulties. 

 
We do not want our church members to be caught in 
the gap between simply attending church and truly 
being a part of it. Engagement provides opportunity 
for Christ-centered fellowship, familiarity and fun such 
that the members become the church. Opportunities 
to engage are organized by the Fellowship, Health, 
Joy Fellowship, Recreation, and Wednesdays at First 
committees.

The Fellowship Committee plans and hosts events for 
the congregation to celebrate church events, seasons, 
milestones and community gatherings. Included are 
Summer Sizzles, picnics, back to school events, young 
adult dinners and family gatherings.
The Health Committee focuses on the wellness of the 
whole person. With attention to the interconnected-
ness of the mind, body and spirit, it assists individu-
als, families and groups of people in managing their 
health and wellbeing. The Parish Nurse is supported 
by this committee and helps those with illnesses, 
offers transportation to doctor visits, and organizes 
wellness activities,vaccine clinics, blood drives, and 

other health education events.
JOY (Just Older Youth) Fellowship provides events 
for senior adults in our congregation. These events 
promote fellowship and well-being among our 
older members, allowing for spiritual growth and 
companionship.
The Recreation Committee works with the Director in 
the promotion and development of the recreational 
offerings of the church, the most popular of which 
are youth league basketball and CRC for children at 
WAF. The Committee provides awareness of facilities, 
classes, and opportunities for engagement for all 
ages in the gym and fitness areas with which we are 
blessed.
The Wednesdays at First (WAF) Committee stages and 
oversees our Wednesday night meal program.  They 
support the Director of Hospitality, as needed, and 
want every family to enjoy the food and fellowship 
offered at WAF.

While He lived on earth, Jesus welcomed all people 
into His presence.  Following His example, we hold 
high the responsibility to welcome and embrace 
each other. Through the Connect Ministry, we seek 
to offer hospitality and care to all who come through 
our doors, whether first time guests or long-time 
members.  We do this through the Visitor, Welcome, 
Greeters and Offering committees.
The Visitor Committee offers points of connection 
and contact for all who visit First Presbyterian Church, 
creating a welcoming and caring environment for 
worship and fellowship.
The Welcome Ministry organizes and conducts 
Welcome classes for all seeking information or 
wanting to join our church.  New members will learn 
of the many opportunities for involvement and be 
offered guidance and encouragement as they become 
involved and immersed in the church. 
Greeters supply the immediate warm welcome and 
friendly face to members and visitors on our campus. 
They are well-informed church members who are 
able to answer questions, provide literature, and 
direct people to the Service, the Welcome Center in 
the Perrin Room and other parts of the campus.
The Offering Committee is responsible to take up the 
offering, count loose offerings, and place both in a 
secure location each week. They are the stewards 
who ensure that all have the opportunity to give and 
that the monies gathered are handled responsibly 
and securely.

Connect Ministry

Engage Ministry



Financial Reports

2022 / 2023 Operating Budgets

 2022 2023
 Budget Budget
Operating Income  
Contributions/Pledges  $2,898,725    $3,170,457 
 
Operating Expenses  
Ministry of Worship  $6,670   $7,070 
Ministry of Music $31,489   $41,250 
Ministry of Discipleship  $19,713  $22,050 
Ministry of Young Adults  $2,500   $2,500 
Ministry of Youth  $20,500   $43,500 
Ministry of Mission  $277,320   $281,320 
Ministry of Administration  
  Personnel  $1,929,116   $2,041,803 
  Office  $186,310   $213,441 
  Facilities/Insurance  $385,623   $458,009 
Communications  $26,284   $28,360 
Diaconate  $10,000   $18,654 
Peace and Justice $3,200      $12,500 
 
Total Expenses  $2,898,725    $3,170,457 
  
Endowment Mission Funding  $64,040   $64,040 

 2022 2022
 Budget Actual
Operating Fund Income
  Contributions/Pledges  $2,898,725   $3,070,920 
Prior Year Pledges       $40,265 
  Loose Collections      $15,960 
  Miscellaneous Income      $1,248 
Total Income  $2,898,725   $3,090,578 
  
Operating Fund Expenses  
  Ministry of Worship  $6,670   $6,692 
  Ministry of Music  $31,489    $37,792 
  Ministry of Discipleship   $19,713    $12,457 
  Ministry of Young Adults   $2,500    $1,530 
  Ministry of Youth  $20,500   $29,648 
  Ministry of Mission  $277,320   $278,236 
  Diaconate  $10,000   $-18,507  
Ministry of Administration  
    Personnel  $1,929,116   $1,884,438 
    Office/Administrative  $186,310   $240,840  
    Facilities/Insurance  $385,623   $416,185  
    Communications  $26,284   $26,238 
Total Expenses  $2,898,725   $2,915,880 
  
Income over Expense       $174,698

2022 Operating Fund Financial Summary

2022 Endowment Fund Activity
  Contributions  $117,504
  Expenditures  ($273,454)
  
12/31/2022 Value  
  Mission and Benevolence Funds  $6,455,348
  Youth and Scholarship Funds  $2,119,868
  Church/Facilities Funds  $2,862,728

Total  $11,437,944

Year
2020
2021
2022
2023

# of Pledges
246
244
389
432

$ Pledges
 $1,444,971
 $1,480,848
 $2,295,133
 $2,467,083

Endowment Funds

Stewardship Pledges

Other Funds Balances

Bazaar  $27,154
Boy Scouts/Cub Scouts  $11,892
Building  $685,279
CAST  $11,306
Columbarium  $25,320
Contingency  $133,148
Designated Funds  $353,388
Faith Poverty Initiative  $64,017
Flower Fund/Sanctuary Guild  $14,510
Funded Depreciation  $31,603
Hand in Hand  $74,832
Music Facilities  $28,084
Pastors Discretionary  $345
Ukirk/Campus Ministries  $60,857
Weekday School  $213
Winter Warmth  $73,633
Women of the Church  $13,383
 
Total  $1,608,964



Front and Back Cover Photos courtesy of Landon Hammett

First Presbyterian Church is a community of 
believers committed to 

“Glorifying God and Sharing Christ Together
through Word and Deed.”

393 E Main St, 29302
864/583-4531

www.fpcspartanburg.org

Congregational Nominating Committee

The 2022 Congregational Nominating Committee recommends the following names for the 
at-large members of the 2023 Congregational Nominating Committee:  

Billy Bagwell
Ruthie Bailey
Paula Baker

Brooksie Berry
Beth Burris

Wendell Cantrell
Grant Close

Carroll Easterling
Whitner Kennedy 

These members will join the officers assigned to the committee: 

Elders
Steve Parrott, Chair 

Randall Chambers, Vice-Chair 
Anna Blanton 

Deacons
Marsha Calvert

Sally White
Ryan Langley


