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CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE 
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 24 

8 P.M. 
 

WE BELIEVE IN ONE GOD, KNOWN TO US IN JESUS CHRIST.  WE SEEK TO 
CELEBRATE THE IMAGE OF GOD IN EVERY PERSON.  WE ARE A HOUSE OF PRAYER, 
WORSHIP, AND SERVICE FOR EVERYONE, WELCOMING ALL WHO SEEK AN 
INCLUSIVE COMMUNITY OF LOVE. 
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PROCESSIONAL HYMN CONTUNUED ON THE NEXT PAGE. 

PRELUDE SOLO: GO TELL IT ON THE MOUNTAIN ARR. HAYES 
 
 
[PLEASE STAND.]   
PROCESSIONAL HYMN 83: O COME, ALL YE FAITHFUL- VERSES 1-5 
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BLESSING OF THE CRÈCHE AND THE BABY JESUS 
 
O Lord, our God, bless all who look upon this manger; through all the days of 
Christmas, may it remind us of the humble birth of baby Jesus, and raise up our 
thoughts to him. Fill our homes with hospitality, joy, gentleness, and thanksgiving, 
and guide our steps in the ways of peace. Grant this through Christ, our Lord, 
who lives and reigns for ever and ever. 
ALL:             Amen.  
 
 
VERSE 6—"O COME ALL YE FAITHFUL"   

 
 
OPENING SENTENCES — BCP 355 
 

CELEBRANT:   Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
ALL:     And blessed be God's kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 
CELEBRANT:   Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and 

from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by 
the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, 
and worthily magnify your holy Name, through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
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COLLECT OF THE DAY 
 
CELEBRANT: The Lord be with you. 
PEOPLE: And also with you. 
CELEBRANT: Let us pray. O, you have caused this holy night to shine with the 

brightness of the true Light: Grant that we, who have known the 
mystery of that Light on earth, may also enjoy him perfectly in 
heaven; where with you and the Holy Spirit he lives and reigns, one 
God, in glory everlasting.  

 ALL:  Amen.  
 
 
 
A READING FROM THE BOOK OF  ISAIAH 26:16-19 
 
HOLY ONE, in distress they sought you, 
They pressed out a whispered prayer 
When your chastening was on them.  
Just as an expectant mother 
writhes-in-labor and cries out in her pangs 
when her birthing time is near; 
thus were we because of you, Holy One. 
We too, were expectant, we writhed-in-labor,  
But it was as though we birthed only wind. 
No victories have we won on earth,  
neither do the inhabitants of the world fall. 
Your dead shall live; their corpses shall rise.  
Awake and sing for joy you who dwell in the dust! 
For your dew is a radiant dew, 
and the earth shall release those long dead.  
 
READER:    Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's people.                                                   
ALL:       Thanks be to God. 
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A READING FROM 1 THESSALONIANS 4:13-18 

 
But we do not want you to be ignorant, sisters and brothers, about those who 
have fallen asleep, so that you may not grieve as those do who have no hope,  
for since we believe that Jesus died and rose, even so they who sleep, will God 
by Jesus, will bring with him.  For this we declare to you by the word from the Most 
High God, that we who are alive, who remain until the coming of Jesus, will not 
precede those who have fallen asleep. For Jesus himself, with a command, and 
the voice of the archangel, and with the trumpet of God, will descend from 
heaven, and the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive, who are left, 
together with them, will be caught up in the clouds to meet Jesus in the air; and 
so we will be with Jesus forever. Therefore comfort one another with these words. 
 
READER:    Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's people.                                                   
ALL:       Thanks be to God. 
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SEQUENCE  HYMN CONTUNUED ON THE NEXT PAGE. 

SEQUENCE HYMN 96:  ANGELS WE HAVE HEARD ON HIGH 
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THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO LUKE 2:1-20                                                                       

ALL:   GLORY TO YOU, LORD CHRIST. 
Now it happened In those days that a decree went out from Caesar 

Augustus that all the world should be registered (for taxation).  This was the first 
registration and occurred while Quirinius was governor of Syria. So all went to be 
registered; each to their own towns. Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of 
the city of Nazareth in to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, for he 
was from the house and heritage of David.  He went to be registered with Mary, 
to whom he was betrothed and who was pregnant, So it was, that, while they 
were there, the time came for her to birth her child. And she gave birth to her 
firstborn son and swaddled him, and laid him in a manger, because there was 
no place for them in the inn. 

Shepherds were in that region there staying in the fields, keeping watch 
over their flock by night. Then an angel of the Most High God came upon them, 
and the glory of the Living God shone around them, and they were greatly 
terrified. But the angel said to them, "Fear not. Look! For I proclaim to you good 
news of great joy for all the people: city of David. This will be a sign for you: you 
will find a baby swaddled and lying in a manger."  

 
And immediately there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly 

array, praising God and saying, 
"Glory to God in the highest heaven,  
and on earth peace among people whom God favors!" 

And it happened when the angels had departed from them into heaven, 
the shepherds said to one another, "Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this 
thing that has come to be, which the Sovereign God has made known to us." So 
they came hurrying and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in the 
manger. Now seeing this, they made known that had been spoken to them 
about this child. And all who heard marveled at what was spoken by the 
shepherds to them. But Mary preserved all these words and pondered then in 
her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had 
heard and seen; it was just as it had been told them.  
 
PRIEST:      The Gospel of the Lord.                                                                                             
ALL:           Praise to you, Lord Christ.  
[PLEASE BE SEATED.]   
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SERMON 
 

THE BAPTISMAL COVENANT-BCP 304 

 
CELEBRANT:     Let us, together, renew our baptismal covenant. Do you believe in 

God the Father?  
PEOPLE:        I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.                                                                                              
  
CELEBRANT:     Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?  
PEOPLE:         I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived 

by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. He 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again. He 
ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the 
Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead.                                                                                         

 
CELEBRANT: Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
PEOPLE: I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Catholic Church, the 

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 
body, and the life everlasting.                                          

  
CELEBRANT:  Will you continue in the apostles' teaching and  
PEOPLE:            I will, with God's help. 
  
CELEBRANT:   Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, 

repent and return to the Lord? 
PEOPLE:            I will, with God's help. 
  
CELEBRANT:   Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in 

Christ? 
PEOPLE:        I will, with God's help. 
 
CELEBRANT:      Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as 

yourself? 
PEOPLE:        I will, with God's help. 
 
CELEBRANT: Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect 

the dignity of every human being? 
PEOPLE: I will, with God's help. 
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THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE:  SPECIAL FOR THE HOLY DAY 
 
THE READER WILL LEAD EACH PRAYER; THE CONGREGATION RESPONDS TO EACH WITH   
"LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYER." 
 

LEADER: God, our Father, on this holy night your Son, our Savior, was born into 
the human family. Renew your Church as the Body of Christ.   

ALL:       Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

LEADER:   On this holy night Christians around the world are celebrating Jesus' 
birth. Open our hearts that he may be born in us today.                               

ALL: Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

LEADER: On this holy night there was no room for your Son in the inn. Protect 
with your love those who have no home and all who live in poverty.   

ALL:  Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

LEADER: On this holy night Mary in the pain of labor brought your Son to birth.  
Hold in your hand all who are in pain or distress today.   

ALL:  Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

LEADER: On this holy night your Christ came as a light shining in the darkness. 
Bring comfort to all who suffer in the sadness of our world.   

ALL:  Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

LEADER: On this holy night the angels sang "Peace to God's people on earth." 
Strengthen those who work for peace and justice in the world.   

ALL: Lord, hear our prayer. 
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LEADER: On this holy night strangers found the Holy Family and saw a baby 
lying in the manger. Bless our homes and all whom we love on this 
day.   

ALL:       Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

LEADER: On this holy night heaven is come down to earth and earth is raised 
to heaven. Keep in safety all those who have gone through death in 
the hope of heaven.   

ALL:       Lord, hear our prayer.                                                             
 
[THE CELEBRANT ADDS A CLOSING COLLECT] 
 
 
 
THE PEACE —BCP 360 
 
CELEBRANT: The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
PEOPLE:  And also with you. [GREET ONE ANOTHER IN THE NAME OF THE LORD.] 
 
[PLEASE BE SEATED.] 
 
 
 
OFFERTORY SOLO: O HOLY NIGHT BY ADAM 
 
 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING  — EUCHARISTIC PRAYER B  —  BCP 367 
 
CELEBRANT: The Lord be with you. 

PEOPLE: And also with you. 
CELEBRANT: Lift up your hearts. 

PEOPLE: We lift them to the Lord. 
CELEBRANT: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

PEOPLE: It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
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CELEBRANT: It is right, and a good and joyful thing. Always and everywhere to 
give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth; 
for you are the source of light and life, you made us in your image, 
and called us to new life in Jesus Christ our Lord. Therefore we praise 
you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the 
glory of your Name: 

 
SANCTUS S-125 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

CELEBRANT: We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you 
have made known to us in creation; in the calling Israel to be your 
people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and above all in 
the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent 
him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and 
Redeemer of the world.In him, you have delivered us from evil, and 
made us worthy stand before you.  In him, you have brought us out of 
error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life.  On 
the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and 
when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and it to his disciples, 
and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you.  
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Do this for the remembrance of me." After supper he took the cup of 
wine; and when he had given, he gave it to them, and said, "Drink 
this, all of you:is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you 
for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink, do this for the 
remembrance of me." Therefore, according to his command, O 
Father, 

CELEBRANT AND PEOPLE: 
We remember his death, We proclaim his resurrection, We await his 

coming in glory; 
CELEBRANT:  And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord 

of all; presenting to you, from your creation, this and this wine. We 
pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that 
they may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of 
the new Covenant.  Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may 
be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit.  

In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, 
and bring us to that heavenly country where, with Mary, Joseph, 
Paul, and all your saints; we may enter the everlasting heritage of 
your children; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all, the 
head of the Church, and the author of our. By him, and with him, 
and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, 
Almighty Father, now and ever. Amen.  

 

 
THE LORD'S PRAYER   
CELEBRANT:     And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold say,  

ALL:    Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.us this day our 
daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

 
 
 
 



P A G E  | 13 
 

AGNUS DEI S-164  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
COMMUNION SOLO: SILENT NIGHT ARR. HAYES 
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COMMUNION HYMN 79: O LITTLE TOWN OF BETHLEHEM  
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POST-COMMUNION PRAYER — BCP—365   
[PLEASE STAND.] 
CELEBRANT: Let us pray. 

ALL: Eternal God, Heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as 
living members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed 
us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us 
now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to 
love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart;  through 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

 
THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO JOHN 1:1-14 
 
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 
God. He was in the beginning with God. All things came into being through him, 
and without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being in 
him was life, and the life was the light of all people. The light shines in the 
darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. 
There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness 
to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. He himself was not 
the light, but he came to testify to the light. The true light, which enlightens 
everyone, was coming into the world. 
He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world 
did not know him. He came to what was his own, and his own people did not 
accept him. But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave 
power to become children of God, who were born, not of blood or of the will of 
the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. And the Word became flesh and lived 
among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father's only son, full of 
grace and truth. 
 

 
CHRISTMAS BLESSING 
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RECESSIONAL HYMN 100: JOY TO THE WORLD 
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DISMISSAL — BCP  366 
 
CELEBRANT:   Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
ALL:                   Thanks be to God! 

 
 

POSTLUDE 
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