
 

The First Sunday of Advent 

 
 
 

Holy Eucharist 
November 29, 2020 10:30 am 

 

WELCOME TO ST. MARY’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

Our mission is to be a community of Christian worship, well-being and service.  

We will be worshiping outside as weather permits. We hope you will 
experience God’s own welcome in this place and through our online ministry.  

Worship and join us online at www.smcportsmouth.org  
or find us on Facebook@smcportsmouth. 

 

 



 

 

Notes about outdoor worship at St. Mary’s 
We are glad you are here today!  If you are outside your car, please wear a mask and 
maintain a distance of 6 feet between you and anyone outside your family.  
Should you require special assistance today, you will see various team members in blue 
vests who are glad to assist.  

● Restrooms are available downstairs in the Parish House.  
● Singing is not permitted because this may spread the virus. Dancing, humming 

and clapping are encouraged.  
For Worship from your car:  

● Please turn your radio to 88.7 
● We ask that you remain in the car to maintain social distancing.  
● Holy Communion will be brought to you. Please keep a mask on and wait until 

the minister is 6 feet away before consuming the sacrament. 
For Worship on the Lawn:  

● A greeter will assign you a circle. Please remain in your circle until invited to 
come forward for Holy Communion. Keep 6’ for social distancing as you walk 
and wait in line. Keep your mask on to receive and wait to return to your seat 
before consuming the sacrament.  

For Worship from the Reserved Seating: (For those who need extra care and space.) 
● Get on the list and we will save you a seat each week.  Contact 

srwarden@smcportsmouth.org. Or you can find someone with a blue vest and 
they will get you a seat.  

● Holy Communion will be brought to you. Please keep a mask on and wait until 
the minister is 6 feet away before consuming the sacrament.  

For information and announcements please go to our website: smcportsmouth.org, and 
read our weekly eNews, which arrives on Saturdays. 
 

mailto:srwarden@smcportsmouth.org


 

 
Covenant for Regathering 

I promise, to the best of my ability with God’s help, to abide by the guidelines of the Diocese of 
Rhode Island and St. Mary’s Episcopal Church, Portsmouth, for participation in church as we 
regather during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

 In fulfillment of the Baptismal Covenant (BCP p. 304-305), I will strive to: 

Love my neighbor as myself, I will… 

▪ Wear a mask or scarf over my nose and mouth at all times in church buildings, except 
momentarily to receive the sacrament or lead worship by an assigned speaking part, and follow 
public health guidelines for hand sanitizing and disinfecting. 

▪ Only attend worship if I am non-symptomatic for the COVID-19 virus or any other 
transmittable disease that could compromise the health of another person also attending. 

▪ Abstain from attending if doing so would put me at greater risk due to my own health status. 

Respect the dignity of every human being, I will... 

 ▪ Make no physical contact with people beyond the members of my own household. ▪ Maintain 
a six foot or more distance from other members of the congregation. 

▪ Respect any requests for distance, masking, cleaning, and disinfecting to ensure the safety and 
comfort level of others. 

Seek and serve Christ in all people… 

▪ Support the decisions of my diocesan and congregational leaders. 

▪ Stay connected with others in my community by telephone, video chat, mail, or other means 

This is our expectation for all those who wish to worship with us in person. By participating in 
our worship, you assume responsibility for following the above. 

 



 

Gathering 
Welcome and Announcements 

All may stand at the ringing of the church bell.  

Lighting of the Advent Wreath 

Celebrant The evening of the year is upon us. 
People  We enter the darkness and wait for light’s return. 
Celebrant We light one candle to remind us of God’s light, which has come to us all 
through the Christ. 
People  We open our hearts to that light, and ask for help to shine with the 
brilliance of love. 

One candle is lit. 
Celebrant  All of our waiting is a waiting for God. 
People  God of our hearts, we wait for you alone. 

 

Processional Hymn: Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus Hymnal 1982 #66  

Opening Acclamation 

Celebrant        Blessed are you, holy and living One. 

People  You come to your people and set them free. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 
  



 

The Word of God  
Collect of the Day 
Celebrant God be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us pray. 
 

Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, and put on the 
armor of light, now in the time of this mortal life in which your Son Jesus Christ 
came to visit us in great humility; that in the last day, when he shall come again in 
his glorious majesty to judge both the living and the dead, we may rise to the life 
immortal; through him who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and for ever.  Amen. 

The People may be seated. 

 

First Reading:  Isaiah 64:1-9 
O that you would tear open the heavens and come down, 
so that the mountains would quake at your presence-- 
as when fire kindles brushwood 
and the fire causes water to boil-- 
to make your name known to your adversaries, 
so that the nations might tremble at your presence! 
When you did awesome deeds that we did not expect, 
you came down, the mountains quaked at your presence. 
From ages past no one has heard, 
no ear has perceived, 
no eye has seen any God besides you, 
who works for those who wait for him. 
You meet those who gladly do right, 
those who remember you in your ways. 
But you were angry, and we sinned; 
because you hid yourself we transgressed. 
We have all become like one who is unclean, 
and all our righteous deeds are like a filthy cloth. 
We all fade like a leaf, 
and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away. 
There is no one who calls on your name, 



 

or attempts to take hold of you; 
for you have hidden your face from us, 
and have delivered us into the hand of our iniquity. 
Yet, O Lord, you are our Father; 
we are the clay, and you are our potter; 
we are all the work of your hand. 
Do not be exceedingly angry, O Lord, 
and do not remember iniquity forever. 
Now consider, we are all your people. 

 
Reader   The Word of the Lord.  
People Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm 80:1-7,16-18 
 
Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph like a flock; * 
shine forth, you that are enthroned upon the cherubim. 
In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh, * 
stir up your strength and come to help us. 
Restore us, O God of hosts; * 
show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 

 
O Lord God of hosts, * 
how long will you be angered 
despite the prayers of your people? 
You have fed them with the bread of tears; * 
you have given them bowls of tears to drink. 
You have made us the derision of our neighbors, * 
and our enemies laugh us to scorn. 

 

Restore us, O God of hosts; * 
show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 
Let your hand be upon the man of your right hand, * 
the son of man you have made so strong for yourself. 

 

 

 



 

And so will we never turn away from you; * 
give us life, that we may call upon your Name. 
Restore us, O Lord God of hosts; * 
show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 

 
Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 1:3-9 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. I give 
thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that has been given 
you in Christ Jesus, for in every way you have been enriched in him, in speech and 
knowledge of every kind-- just as the testimony of Christ has been strengthened 
among you-- so that you are not lacking in any spiritual gift as you wait for the 
revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ. He will also strengthen you to the end, so that 
you may be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. God is faithful; by him 
you were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Reader             The Word of the Lord.  
People Thanks be to God. 

 
All may stand for the Gospel Procession 

Gospel Procession: O Come, O Come Emmanuel (vs. 1 & 2) 
 
Holy Gospel:   Mark 80:1-7, 16-18 
Gospeller       The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark 
People           Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 
Jesus said, “In those days, after that suffering, 

the sun will be darkened, 
and the moon will not give its light, 
and the stars will be falling from heaven, 
and the powers in the heavens will be shaken. 

Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in clouds’ with great power and glory. 
Then he will send out the angels, and gather his elect from the four winds, from the 
ends of the earth to the ends of heaven. 

“From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts 
forth its leaves, you know that summer is near. So also, when you see these things 
taking place, you know that he is near, at the very gates. Truly I tell you, this 
generation will not pass away until all these things have taken place. Heaven and 
earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away. 



 

“But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor the 
Son, but only the Father. Beware, keep alert; for you do not know when the time 
will come. It is like a man going on a journey, when he leaves home and puts his 
slaves in charge, each with his work, and commands the doorkeeper to be on the 
watch. Therefore, keep awake—for you do not know when the master of the house 
will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or at dawn, or else he 
may find you asleep when he comes suddenly. And what I say to you I say to all: 
Keep awake.” 

Gospeller   The Gospel of the Lord.                
People              Praise to you, Lord Christ 

Sermon                                                                              The Rev. Jennifer Pedrick 

 
All may stand for the Nicene Creed. 

 
The Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of 
all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of 
the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, 
not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For 
us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy 
Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our 
sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On 
the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into 
heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory 
to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and 
apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We 
look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE FOR ADVENT  
Advent prayers of intercession written by Rick Morley 

Celebrant: In the hushed anticipation of your coming, O Lord, remind us that you are 

always with us, that like the prophets we might be messengers of your love, and eager 

in our prayers: 

 

O God, in days to come the mountain of your house will be established, and your joy 

shall reign. We pray for the church, remembering our church, St. Mary’s, St. Barnabus 

Church and people of all faiths, that you might teach us your ways and we may walk in 

your paths. 

Come Lord Jesus, and hear our prayer. 

 

Out of Zion shall go forth instruction, and you, O God, shall judge between the nations. 

We pray for our nation, and all nations, that your peace would be manifest in every 

corner of the earth. 

Come Lord Jesus, and hear our prayer. 

 

In your Kingdom, O Lord, wolves lie down with lambs and children play with serpents 

without fear. We pray for the sick, the suffering, and those in distress of any kind for 

Regina, Priscilla, Judith, Jerry, Donna, Taryn, Kathy, Sheila for all the patients and staff 

at Newport Hospital, Carol, Brian, Bev, Dena,Connie, Richard, Mardi  and those we 

name aloud.  (pause) 

that you would heal all injuries, comfort all grief, and settle all wrongs. 

Come Lord Jesus, and hear our prayer. 

 

In the fullness of time, O God, you sent your son, to be born of our sister Mary. And his 

name was Emmanuel: God With Us. We thank you for your presence, and we pray that 

you might be always present with those whom we love but see no longer. 

Remembering especially Kathleen Faerber and Barbara Stenning who died this week, 

those who have died of Covid-19 and those whom we name aloud.  

Come Lord Jesus, and hear our prayer. 



 

O Christ, hear our prayers, restore us, and show us the glorious light of your 

countenance, that we might be saved. Come Lord Jesus. Amen. 

 

  
We pray to you also for the forgiveness of our sins.  

Silence 

 
Most merciful God,  
we confess that we have sinned against you  
in thought, word, and deed,  
by what we have done,  
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart;  
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,  
have mercy on us and forgive us;  
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

the Celebrant says, 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all 
goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in 
eternal life. Amen. 
 

The Peace 

Celebrant  The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People       And also with you. 
 
Offertory Hymn: Come Lord Jesus, Come                                                             Angrisano 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
The Holy Communion 

          If you would like to make an offering, please place it in one of the  blue buckets. 

The people may stand for the Eucharistic Prayer. 

Eucharistic Prayer 

Celebrant  The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 

Celebrant  Lift up your hearts.  
People We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
People It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

The celebrant continues… 

…And so this day we join with the Saints and Angels in the chorus of praise that rings 
through eternity, lifting our voices to magnify you we sing: 
 
Sanctus and Benedictus : S125    

  
The celebrant continues… 

…Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, to you                                 
be honor, glory, and praise, for ever and ever. Amen 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Celebrant   And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.        

The Breaking of the Bread 

A period of silence is kept. 

Fraction: S154  Christ Our Passover 

Communion Music: Ready the Way                                                                            Stephan 

 

 



 

Prayer after Communion 

Celebrant  Let us pray. 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members                       
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in                               
the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and                               
grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness                           
of heart; through Christ our Lord Amen. 

The Blessing and Dismissal  

Celebrant   Christ the Sun of Righteousness shine upon you, and scatter the darkness 
from before your path, and the blessing ✠ of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and 
the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain with you always. Amen.   

Celebrant  Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
People       Thanks be to God.  
  
Closing Song: Christ Be Our Light 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Center - December Collection 

During the month of December, we will be conducting a targeted toiletry collection for 
the MLKC.  Toiletry items would be really helpful right now such as toothpaste, 
toothbrushes, shampoo, conditioner, soap, dish soap, deodorant, body wash, etc. 

If you are more interested in food items, the Center could use canned soups, 
spaghetti-o’s (they’ve been particularly hard to source in COVID), and pantry staples 
such as flour, sugar, oils, condiments and spices. Thank you for your faithful support.  

Contact: Judy Hall@woofer64@yahoo.com  

 
 
 



 

Advent and Christmas Worship 2020 

 
 

      The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light. Isaiah 9:2  

 

Advent I - November 29 - Sunday morning 10:30 - worship online from the 

historic church. Drive through Holy Communion from 11:45 - 1 p.m. at the historic 

church. During announcements Paul Westrom will give a brief virtual tour of the 

interior and share plans for the next phase of our renovation. 

Advent I - Sunday, November 29, 2020, 4:30 PM Advent Lessons and 

Carols outdoors, with a service of light. A beautiful way to begin the season of 

Advent together. You may drive in, or bundle up and sit on the lawn to enjoy this 

beautiful service of readings, prayer, music and light. We will light the trees for the 

first time at this service.  

Advent II - St. Nicholas Sunday - December 6 - 10:30 outdoors  
Special visit from St. Nicholas, including treats for children. 
Christmas Eve - 4 p.m. Celebrate the Nativity with a Festive Holy 

Eucharist outdoors or online. Reservations required for drive in or lawn seating. 

For those who worship online, drive in Holy Communion 5:30 to 6:30 p.m  
We encourage people to pack your cars with warm blankets, hats, gloves, and 
anything else that will increase your comfort and joy at worship. We have increased 
the amount of space for cars to drive-in. Tune your FM radio to 88.7 for sound. 



 

 

 

Outdoor Worship Coordinator 
Marlo Pratt 

 
The Worship Team 

The Rev. Jennifer Pedrick, Michael Templeton, Julie Zecher,Jennie Nestlerode, 
Lydia DeAngelo, Elise LaParle Garcia 

 
Parking and Safety Team 

George LeBlanc, Lynn Carlson LeBlanc,  
Steve Bakios, Ray Edler, Harry Gustafson 

Welcome Team 
Murry Edwards, David Spengler, Lee Ferreira,  

Tara and Gretchen Alaniz, Judy & Bill Hall 
 
 

Production Team 
David Brierley, Carol Brierley, Haleigh Pratt 

 
Set up/Break down:  Matthew Spohn, Jon Walker 

 
 

Permission to podcast/stream the music is this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, 
License #A-722357. All rights reserved 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Mary’s Episcopal Church 
324 East Main Road, Portsmouth, RI 02871 

(401) 846-9700  ⬧  www.smcportsmouth.org 
The Reverend Jennifer L. Pedrick, Rector 

Karen Laroche, Parish Administrator  
Michael Templeton, Pastoral Musician  

Jon Walker, Property Manager 

http://www.smcportsmouth.org/


 

 
 

 

 
 


