
The Fifteenth Sunday
after Pentecost

Holy Eucharist
September 5, 2021  9:00 am

WELCOME TO ST. MARY’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH!

Our mission is to be a community of Christian worship, well-being and service.
We will be worshiping outside as weather permits.

We hope you will experience God’s own welcome in this place and that you
will return again and again.



Notes about outdoor worship at St. Mary’s
We are glad you are here today!  All worship is livestreamed on our Facebook page.
Should you require special assistance today, you will see various team members in blue
vests who are glad to assist. 

● Restrooms are available downstairs in the Parish House. 
● Please depart by driving through the churchyard at the back of the property.

For Worship from your car: 
● Please turn your radio to 88.7
● Holy Communion will be brought to you. If you are not vaccinated keep a mask

on and wait until the minister is 3 feet away before consuming the sacrament.
For Worship on the Lawn: 

● A greeter will invite you to come forward for Holy Communion.
For Worship from the Reserved Seating: (For those who need extra care and space.)

● Get on the list and we will save you a seat each week. Contact
srwarden@smcportsmouth.org. Or you can find someone with a blue vest and
they will get you a seat.

● Holy Communion will be brought to you.
For information and announcements please go to our website: smcportsmouth.org, and
read our weekly eNews, which arrives on Saturdays.

mailto:srwarden@smcportsmouth.org


Gathering

Welcome and Announcements
All may stand at the ringing of the church bell.

Processional Hymn: Immortal, invisible, God only wise Hymnal 1982 #423



Opening Acclamation 
Celebrant      Blessed be the one, holy, and living God.
People           Glory to God for ever and ever.

Song of Praise: Laudate Dominum WLP 829

Words: Psalm 117  Music: Jacques Berthier (1923-1994) © 1984 Taize, admin. GIA Publications, Inc.

The Word of God

Collect of the Day
Celebrant God be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant Let us pray.

Grant us, O Lord, to trust in you with all our hearts; for, as you always resist the proud
who confide in their own strength, so you never forsake those who make their boast of
your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

The People may be seated.



First Reading: Isaiah 35:4-7a
Say to those who are of a fearful heart,
‘Be strong, do not fear!
Here is your God.
He will come with vengeance,
with terrible recompense.
He will come and save you.’
Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened,
and the ears of the deaf unstopped;
then the lame shall leap like a deer,
and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy.
For waters shall break forth in the wilderness,
and streams in the desert;
the burning sand shall become a pool,
and the thirsty ground springs of water;

Reader   Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
People Thanks be to God.

Psalm 146 spoken by all

Hallelujah!
Praise the Lord, O my soul! *
I will praise the Lord as long as I live;
I will sing praises to my God while I have my being.

Put not your trust in rulers, nor in any child of earth, *
for there is no help in them.
When they breathe their last, they return to earth, *
and in that day their thoughts perish.
Happy are they who have the God of Jacob for their help! *
whose hope is in the Lord their God;
Who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that is in them; *
who keeps his promise for ever;
Who gives justice to those who are oppressed, *
and food to those who hunger.



The Lord sets the prisoners free;
the Lord opens the eyes of the blind; *
the Lord lifts up those who are bowed down;
The Lord loves the righteous;
the Lord cares for the stranger; *
he sustains the orphan and widow,
but frustrates the way of the wicked.

The Lord shall reign for ever, *
your God, O Zion, throughout all generations.
Hallelujah!

Second Reading: James 2:1-10, 14-17

My brothers and sisters, do you with your acts of favoritism really believe in our glorious
Lord Jesus Christ? For if a person with gold rings and in fine clothes comes into your
assembly, and if a poor person in dirty clothes also comes in, and if you take notice of the
one wearing the fine clothes and say, “Have a seat here, please,” while to the one who is
poor you say, “Stand there,” or, “Sit at my feet,” have you not made distinctions among
yourselves, and become judges with evil thoughts? Listen, my beloved brothers and sisters.
Has not God chosen the poor in the world to be rich in faith and to be heirs of the kingdom
that he has promised to those who love him? But you have dishonored the poor. Is it not the
rich who oppress you? Is it not they who drag you into court? Is it not they who blaspheme
the excellent name that was invoked over you?

You do well if you really fulfill the royal law according to the scripture, “You shall love
your neighbor as yourself.” But if you show partiality, you commit sin and are convicted by
the law as transgressors. For whoever keeps the whole law but fails in one point has become
accountable for all of it.What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if you say you have faith
but do not have works? Can faith save you? If a brother or sister is naked and lacks daily
food, and one of you says to them, “Go in peace; keep warm and eat your fill,” and yet you
do not supply their bodily needs, what is the good of that? So faith by itself, if it has no
works, is dead.

Reader             Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
People Thanks be to God.

All may stand for the Gospel Procession



Gospel Procession: Alleluia                                          Mass of Christ the Savior/D. Schu�e

Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE, License # A-722357. All rights reserved.

Holy Gospel: Mark 7:24-37
Gospeller      The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ according to Mark.
People          Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus set out and went away to the region of Tyre. He entered a house and did not
want anyone to know he was there. Yet he could not escape notice, but a woman
whose li�le daughter had an unclean spirit immediately heard about him, and she
came and bowed down at his feet. Now the woman was a Gentile, of
Syrophoenician origin. She begged him to cast the demon out of her daughter. He
said to her, “Let the children be fed first, for it is not fair to take the children’s food
and throw it to the dogs.” But she answered him, “Sir, even the dogs under the
table eat the children’s crumbs.” Then he said to her, “For saying that, you may
go—the demon has left your daughter.” So she went home, found the child lying
on the bed, and the demon gone.

Then he returned from the region of Tyre, and went by way of Sidon towards the
Sea of Galilee, in the region of the Decapolis. They brought to him a deaf man who
had an impediment in his speech; and they begged him to lay his hand on him. He
took him aside in private, away from the crowd, and put his fingers into his ears,
and he spat and touched his tongue. Then looking up to heaven, he sighed and said
to him, “Ephphatha,” that is, “Be opened.” And immediately his ears were opened,
his tongue was released, and he spoke plainly. Then Jesus ordered them to tell no
one; but the more he ordered them, the more zealously they proclaimed it. They
were astounded beyond measure, saying, “He has done everything well; he even
makes the deaf to hear and the mute to speak.”

Gospeller  The Gospel of the Lord.   
People           Praise to you, Lord Christ           

Sermon  The Rev. Meaghan Brower



All may stand for the Nicene Creed.
The Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of
all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally bego�en of
the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, bego�en,
not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For
us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy
Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our
sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On
the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into
heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory
to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the
Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and
apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We
look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life✠ of the world to come. Amen.

Prayers of the People

Celebrant Gathered as the body of Christ, rich in the gifts of God, let us offer prayers for
all who hunger and thirst.

Leader For Nicholas our bishop and Meaghan our presbyter, for this holy gathering,
and    for all who share the bread of life.
People Lord, have mercy.

Leader For the leaders of the nations, and for mercy, justice, and peace in the world.
People Lord, have mercy.

Leader For farmers and a good harvest, for all in the medical profession, for those who
have power and public influence, for travelers and those on vacation, for safety from
violent storms and for protection from the Covid - 19 virus for all people.
People Lord, have mercy.

Leader For all those in danger and need, remembering those we name aloud…

The people may add their prayers and concerns here.



...and those who have commended themselves to our prayers, Rene, Diane, Bre�,
Carrigan, the sick and the suffering, prisoners, captives, and their families, the hungry,
homeless, and oppressed.
People Lord, have mercy.

Leader For the dying and the dead, especially for Sarah Gibbs, our founder
People Lord, have mercy.

Leader For ourselves, our families and companions, and all those we love.
People Lord, have mercy.

Leader Lifting our voices with all creation, with the Blessed Mother Mary and all the
saints, let us offer ourselves and one another to the living God through Christ.
People To you, O Lord.

Celebrant Merciful God of our fathers and mothers, hear our prayers for all in need and
fill your hungry people with bread from heaven; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Celebrant Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

Silence

Celebrant and People
God of all mercy, we confess that we have sinned against you, opposing your will in
our lives. We have denied your goodness in each other, in ourselves, and in the world
you have created. We repent of the evil that enslaves us, the evil we have done, and
the evil done on our behalf. Forgive, restore, and strengthen us through our Savior
Jesus Christ, that we may abide in your love and serve only your will. Amen.

the Celebrant, stands and says

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins
through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all
goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in
eternal life. Amen.

The Peace

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People And also with you.



Offertory: Gracious Spirit, give your servants                                                          WLP #782



Words: Carl P. Daw, Jr. (b.1944); © 1997 Hope Publishing Co.   Music: Abbot's Leigh, Cyril Vincent Taylor (b. 1907); © 1942.
Renewal 1970 Hope publishing Co., Carol stream, IL 60188  All rights reserved. Used by permission.

The Holy Communion

The people may stand for the Eucharistic Prayer.

Eucharistic Prayer

Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.

Celebrant Lift up your hearts.
People We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give our thanks and praise.

The Celebrant continues...
Therefore, joining with Angels and Archangels and with the faithful of every
generation, we lift our voices with all creation as we sing:



Sanctus Mass of Christ Savior/D. Schu�e

Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE, License # A-722357. All rights reserved.

The Celebrant continues...

Celebrant Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
People Christ has died.

Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

The Celebrant continues...

Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, to you be
honor, glory, and praise, for ever and ever. AMEN.

The Lord’s Prayer

Celebrant   And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.       



The Breaking of the Bread

A period of silence is kept.

Fraction: Mass of Christ the Savior/ D. Schutte

Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE, License # A-722357. All rights reserved.



Communion Song: Shepherd of souls, refresh and bless                       Hymnal 1982 #343



Communion Song: Stay with me                                                                              WLP #826

Words: Matthew 26, tr. Malcolm Naea Chun (b. 1954) © Malcolm Naea Chun
Music:  Jacques Berthier (1923-1994)  © 1984 Taize, admin. GIA Publications, Inc.

Prayer after Communion

Celebrant Let us pray.

Loving God, we give you thanks for restoring us in your image and nourishing
us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of Christ’s Body and Blood. Now send us
forth a people, forgiven, healed, renewed; that we may proclaim your love to the
world and continue in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen.

The Blessing and Dismissal

Celebrant Christ who has nourished us with himself the living bread, make you one in
praise and love, and raise you up at the last day; and the blessing of God almighty,
Creator, redeemer and sustainer be with you today and forever. Amen.

Celebrant Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.



Closing Song: We are marching in the light of God                                              WLP #787





Words: South African; spanish words, Bernardo Murray
Music: Siyahamba, South African © 1984 Utryck, admin. Walton Music Corporation



Outdoor Worship Coordinator
Marlo Pra�

The Worship Team
The Rev. Meaghan Brower, Michael Templeton, Julie Zecher,

Steve Downing, Murry Edwards, Joanne Gracia, Jennie Nestlerode, & St. Mary’s Choir

Parking and Safety Team
George LeBlanc, Lynn Carlson LeBlanc,

Ray Edler, Harry Gustafson, Paul Westrom, Steve Bakios

Welcome Team
Lee Ferreira, Rita Verespy

Production Team
John Corbishley, Marlo Pra�

Set up/Break down: Ma�hew Spohn, Jon Walker

Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-722357. All rights reserved

Permission to podcast/stream the music is this service obtained from ONE LICENSE,
License #A-722357. All rights reserved

St. Mary’s Episcopal Church
324 East Main Road, Portsmouth, RI 02871
(401) 846-9700 ⬧ www.smcportsmouth.org

The Reverend Jennifer L. Pedrick, Rector
Karen Laroche, Parish Administrator 

Michael Templeton, Pastoral Musician 
Jon Walker, Property Manager
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