
The Sixteenth Sunday
after Pentecost

Holy Eucharist
September 12, 2021  9:00 am

WELCOME TO ST. MARY’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH!

Our mission is to be a community of Christian worship, well-being and service.
We will be worshiping outside as weather permits.

We hope you will experience God’s own welcome in this place and that you
will return again and again.



Notes about outdoor worship at St. Mary’s
We are glad you are here today!  All worship is livestreamed on our Facebook page.
Should you require special assistance today, you will see various team members in blue
vests who are glad to assist. 

● Restrooms are available downstairs in the Parish House. 
● Please depart by driving through the churchyard at the back of the property.

For Worship from your car: 
● Please turn your radio to 88.7
● Holy Communion will be brought to you. If you are not vaccinated keep a mask

on and wait until the minister is 3 feet away before consuming the sacrament.
For Worship on the Lawn: 

● A greeter will invite you to come forward for Holy Communion.
For Worship from the Reserved Seating: (For those who need extra care and space.)

● Get on the list and we will save you a seat each week.  Contact
srwarden@smcportsmouth.org. Or you can find someone with a blue vest and
they will get you a seat.

● Holy Communion will be brought to you.
For information and announcements please go to our website: smcportsmouth.org, and
read our weekly eNews, which arrives on Saturdays.

mailto:srwarden@smcportsmouth.org


Gathering

Welcome and Announcements

The Gift of Giving Rita Verespy
All may stand at the ringing of the church bell.

Processional Hymn: Alleluia! sing to Jesus Hymnal 1982 #460



Opening Acclamation 
Celebrant      Blessed be the one, holy, and living God.
People           Glory to God for ever and ever.



Song of Praise: Laudate Dominum WLP 829

Words: Psalm 117    Music: Jacques Berthier (1923-1994) © 1984 Taize, admin. GIA Publications, Inc.

The Word of God

Collect of the Day
Celebrant God be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant Let us pray.

O God, because without you we are not able to please you, mercifully grant that your
Holy Spirit may in all things direct and rule our hearts; through Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

The People may be seated.



First Reading: Isaiah 50:4-9a
The Lord God has given me
the tongue of a teacher,
that I may know how to sustain
the weary with a word.
Morning by morning he wakens--
wakens my ear
to listen as those who are taught.
The Lord God has opened my ear,
and I was not rebellious,
I did not turn backward.
I gave my back to those who struck me,
and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard;
I did not hide my face
from insult and spi�ing.
The Lord God helps me;
therefore I have not been disgraced;
therefore I have set my face like flint,
and I know that I shall not be put to shame;
he who vindicates me is near.
Who will contend with me?
Let us stand up together.
Who are my adversaries?
Let them confront me.
It is the Lord God who helps me;
who will declare me guilty?

Reader   Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
People Thanks be to God.

Psalm 116:1-8 spoken by all

I love the Lord, because he has heard the voice of my supplication, *
because he has inclined his ear to me whenever I called upon him.
The cords of death entangled me;
the grip of the grave took hold of me; *
I came to grief and sorrow.



Then I called upon the Name of the Lord: *
"O Lord, I pray you, save my life."
Gracious is the Lord and righteous; *
our God is full of compassion.
The Lord watches over the innocent; *
I was brought very low, and he helped me.

Turn again to your rest, O my soul, *
for the Lord has treated you well.
For you have rescued my life from death, *
my eyes from tears, and my feet from stumbling.
I will walk in the presence of the Lord *
in the land of the living.

Second Reading: James 3:1-12

Not many of you should become teachers, my brothers and sisters, for you know
that we who teach will be judged with greater strictness. For all of us make many
mistakes. Anyone who makes no mistakes in speaking is perfect, able to keep the
whole body in check with a bridle. If we put bits into the mouths of horses to make
them obey us, we guide their whole bodies. Or look at ships: though they are so
large that it takes strong winds to drive them, yet they are guided by a very small
rudder wherever the will of the pilot directs. So also the tongue is a small member,
yet it boasts of great exploits.

How great a forest is set ablaze by a small fire! And the tongue is a fire. The tongue
is placed among our members as a world of iniquity; it stains the whole body, sets
on fire the cycle of nature, and is itself set on fire by hell. For every species of beast
and bird, of reptile and sea creature, can be tamed and has been tamed by the
human species, but no one can tame the tongue-- a restless evil, full of deadly
poison. With it we bless the Lord and Father, and with it we curse those who are
made in the likeness of God. From the same mouth come blessing and cursing. My
brothers and sisters, this ought not to be so. Does a spring pour forth from the same
opening both fresh and brackish water? Can a fig tree, my brothers and sisters,
yield olives, or a grapevine figs? No more can salt water yield fresh.

Reader             Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
People Thanks be to God.

All may stand for the Gospel Procession



Gospel Procession: Alleluia                                          Mass of Christ the Savior/D. Schu�e

Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE, License # A-722357. All rights reserved.

Holy Gospel: Mark 8:27-38
Gospeller      The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ according to Mark.
People          Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea Philippi; and on the way
he asked his disciples, “Who do people say that I am?” And they answered him,
“John the Baptist; and others, Elijah; and still others, one of the prophets.” He asked
them, “But who do you say that I am?” Peter answered him, “You are the Messiah.”
And he sternly ordered them not to tell anyone about him.

Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering,
and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and
after three days rise again. He said all this quite openly. And Peter took him aside
and began to rebuke him. But turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter
and said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you are se�ing your mind not on divine
things but on human things.”

He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want to become
my followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. For
those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my
sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will save it. For what will it profit them to gain
the whole world and forfeit their life? Indeed, what can they give in return for their
life? Those who are ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful
generation, of them the Son of Man will also be ashamed when he comes in the
glory of his Father with the holy angels.”

Gospeller  The Gospel of the Lord.   
People           Praise to you, Lord Christ           

Sermon  The Rev. Jennifer Pedrick
All may stand for the Nicene Creed.



The Nicene Creed
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of
all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally bego�en of
the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, bego�en,
not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For
us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy
Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our
sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On
the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into
heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory
to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the
Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and
apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We
look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life✠ of the world to come. Amen.

Prayers of the People

Celebrant In gratitude for all we have received, every perfect gift that comes from God
above, we offer our intentions, petitions, and thanksgivings to God.

Leader We pray for the Church, founded on the gift of your Word, and for all who
gather to worship, praise, and work. Pour your blessings on the ministries of St. Mary’s
and her leaders, on our presiding bishop, Michael,  our Bishop Nicholas our priest,
Jennifer.  May we who witness Your saving acts in the world, be ever grateful for Every
Perfect Gift.

People Which comes from God above.

Leader We pray for the world, your greatest Gift to us, and the gift of all Creation. We
pray for the welfare of our planet, and for the wise stewardship of our world. Bless and
guide our president, our legislative and judicial institutions, and the members of our
local government. May they forever care for the people they represent and work for
peace and justice. I invite your prayers for our world, either aloud or in the silence of
our hearts [silence is kept for a time]. May we who witness your power in the world, be
ever grateful for Every Perfect Gift.

People Which comes from God above.



Leader We pray for the work of our church in the world. As we enter this season of
intention and focus on the gifts that we give, inspire us to be generous with our time,
our talent, and our treasure. Bless our church as we prepare for the Day of Service next
week. May we who witness the impact of our gifts in our community be grateful for
Every Perfect Gift.

People Which comes from God above.

Leader We pray for our neighbors and all who need our prayers. We remember the sick,
the lonely, the suffering; those oppressed domestically or abroad and all in need of
healing; for Rene, Bre�, Diane, Carrigan, Stephanie, Chuck Keyser, and Rayna;  for
those we name aloud or in the silence of our hearts [silence is kept for a time]. We pray for
those whose needs are known to you alone. May we who witness your healing in the
world, be grateful for Every Perfect Gift.

People Which comes from God above.

Leader We pray for those who have died. May they rest in peace and may light
perpetual shine upon them. We pray for our founder, Sarah Gibbs, for Tom Byrne who
died one year ago, and for Jo Ann Lowenthal who was buried on Friday. For those we
name aloud or in the silence of our hearts. [silence is kept for a time] Thank you especially
for those past members of our church whose gifts of money and ministry are felt
beyond their lifetimes. May we who witness your eternal love in the world, be grateful
for Every Perfect Gift.

People Which comes from God above.

Leader We pray for ourselves that we are aware of the blessings we have received, and
those we share with the world . Help us to name them in thanksgiving: [the people may
speak their gratitude into the silence.] May we who witness our gifts at work in the world,
be grateful for Every Perfect Gift.

People Which comes from God above.

Celebrant With grateful hearts we thank you, Abundant God for hearing the faithful
prayers of your people, granting them grace and awareness of Every Perfect Gift.

People Amen.



A prayer of Remembrance on the Anniversary of September 11
Celebrant Gracious and merciful God, we remember the terrible acts against humanity
that the world has suffered and especially those in our country on this day twenty years
ago. We pray for the innocent victims and their families. We pray also that those whose
hearts are filled with hate might be turned toward love. Help us not to speak or act
rashly, but fill our hearts with passion for those in need and strengthen our wills that
we may do justice, love mercy, and walk humbly before you. Amen.

Celebrant Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

Silence

Celebrant and People
God of all mercy, we confess that we have sinned against you, opposing your will in
our lives. We have denied your goodness in each other, in ourselves, and in the world
you have created. We repent of the evil that enslaves us, the evil we have done, and
the evil done on our behalf. Forgive, restore, and strengthen us through our Savior
Jesus Christ, that we may abide in your love and serve only your will. Amen.

the Celebrant, stands and says

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins
through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all
goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in
eternal life. Amen.

The Peace
Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People And also with you.



Offertory: Walk With You                                                                                        C. de Silva
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The Holy Communion

The people may stand for the Eucharistic Prayer.

Eucharistic Prayer

Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.

Celebrant Lift up your hearts.
People We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give our thanks and praise.

The Celebrant continues...
Therefore, joining with Angels and Archangels and with the faithful of every
generation, we lift our voices with all creation as we sing:

Sanctus Mass of Christ Savior/D. Schu�e

Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE, License # A-722357. All rights reserved.



The Celebrant continues...

Celebrant Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
People Christ has died.

Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

The Celebrant continues...

Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, to you be
honor, glory, and praise, for ever and ever. AMEN.

The Lord’s Prayer

Celebrant   And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.       

The Breaking of the Bread

A period of silence is kept.

Fraction: Mass of Christ the Savior/ D. Schutte

Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE, License # A-722357. All rights reserved.



Communion Song: I, the Lord of sea and sky                                                 WLP 812

Words: Daniel L. Schutte  Music: Daniel L. Schutte © 1981, Daniel L. Schutte; and New Dawn Music, 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR

97213  All rights reserved. Used by permission.



Communion Song: Ubi caritas                                                                                   WLP #831

Words:Latin, 8th c., tr. Malcolm Naea Chun (b. 1954) ©  Malcolm Naea Chun
Music:  Jacques Berthier (1923-1994)  © 1984 Taize, admin. GIA Publications, Inc.



Prayer after Communion

Celebrant Let us pray.

Loving God, we give you thanks for restoring us in your image and nourishing
us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of Christ’s Body and Blood. Now send us
forth a people, forgiven, healed, renewed; that we may proclaim your love to the
world and continue in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen.

The Blessing and Dismissal

Celebrant May God give to you comfort and peace, light and joy, and a keen awareness
and gratitude for Every Perfect Gift; and the blessing of God almighty, Creator,
redeemer and sustainer be with you today and forever. Amen.

Celebrant Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.



Closing Song: Lord, you give the great commission                                            WLP #780



Words: Jeffrey Rowthorn (b. 1934); © 1978 Hope Publishing Co.

Music: Abbot’s Leigh, Cyril Vincent Taylor (1907-1991); © 1942

Renewal 1970, Hope publishing Co., Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.



Outdoor Worship Coordinator
Marlo Pra�

The Worship Team
The Rev. Jennifer Pedrick, Michael Templeton,

Jennie Nestlerode, Trish Culver, Sheila Benevides, Carol Brierley, & St. Mary’s Choir

Parking and Safety Team
George LeBlanc, Lynn Carlson LeBlanc,

Ray Edler, Harry Gustafson, Paul Westrom, Steve Bakios

Welcome Team
Murry Edwards, Christine Cotsoridis

Production Team
Jerry Culver, Marlo Pra�

Set up/Break down: Ma�hew Spohn, Jon Walker
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Permission to podcast/stream the music is this service obtained from ONE LICENSE,
License #A-722357. All rights reserved

St. Mary’s Episcopal Church
324 East Main Road, Portsmouth, RI 02871
(401) 846-9700 ⬧ www.smcportsmouth.org

The Reverend Jennifer L. Pedrick, Rector
Karen Laroche, Parish Administrator 

Michael Templeton, Pastoral Musician 
Jon Walker, Property Manager
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