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The Sixth Sunday After    

Pentecost 

 

 

 

July 4, 2026 • 5 pm & July 5, 2026 • 10 am 

     WELCOME TO ST. MARY’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH! 

Our mission is to be a Christian community of all ages  

grounded in worship, well-being and service.  

We hope you will experience God’s own welcome here and return again and 

again. Find us online at www.smcportsmouth.org and on Facebook.  

 

 

 

http://www.smcportsmouth.org/
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NOTES ABOUT WORSHIP AT ST. MARY’S 

 

• If you are our guest today, please complete a welcome card and put it in the offering 

plate or give it to the greeter. This will give us a chance to learn your name 

welcome you more personally. 

• It is our pleasure to welcome children and their parents at all services. We 

understand that children’s energy and voices are gifts they may share during 

worship. That is how God made them and we are grateful they are worshiping 

with us. Feel free to step out and step back in as needed. Sitting as close to the front 

as possible helps them to see.    

• If you have need, restrooms are accessible on both levels of the parish house.  

• Text written in bold in this bulletin is to be spoken by all. When printed, the  

indicates an appropriate time to make the sign of the cross. 

• All Christians are invited to the Holy Table to receive communion. If it is difficult 

for you to walk, please notify a greeter, and we will bring communion to you.  

If you do not wish to receive communion, you may come forward for a blessing. If 

you are interested in Holy Baptism, please speak with our rector, Jennifer. We 

welcome the opportunity to prepare people of all ages for baptism.  

• Music Notes: 

Our music books for worship include Wonder Love and Praise, WLP & The 

Hymnal 1982. Both can be found in the pew. Additional music can be found in the 

bulletin. 

If you would like to make an offering electronically you may do so using the QR 

code below. 
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The Holy Eucharist 

 

Welcome and Announcements 

Opening Hymn:                Love Divine, All Loves Excelling           Hymnal 1982, 657                            

Opening Acclamation 

Celebrant Blessed be the one, holy, and living God 

People   Glory to God for ever and ever. 
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Hymn of Praise:                All Who Hunger Gather Gladly                        WLP, 761 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All who hunger gather gladly, #761 from Wonder Love and Praise — Words: Sylvia G. Dunstan (1955-1993). Music: Holy Manna, from 
The Southern Harmony, 1835; alt. harm., Columbian Harmony, 1825. 
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Collect of the Day 

Celebrant God be with you. 

People  And also with you. 

Celebrant Let us pray.  

O God, you have taught us to keep all your commandments by loving you and our 

neighbor: Grant us the grace of your Holy Spirit, that we may be devoted to you with 

our whole heart, and united to one another with pure affection; through Jesus Christ 

our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 

ever. Amen. 

The People may be seated. 

First Reading:  Zechariah 9:9-12 

Rejoice greatly, O daughter Zion! 

Shout aloud, O daughter Jerusalem! 

Lo, your king comes to you; 

triumphant and victorious is he, 

humble and riding on a donkey, 

on a colt, the foal of a donkey. 

He will cut off the chariot from Ephraim 

and the war horse from Jerusalem; 

and the battle bow shall be cut off, 

and he shall command peace to the nations; 

his dominion shall be from sea to sea, 

and from the River to the ends of the earth. 

As for you also, because of the blood of my covenant with you, 

I will set your prisoners free from the waterless pit. 

Return to your stronghold, O prisoners of hope; 

today I declare that I will restore to you double. 

Reader    Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.   

People Thanks be to God. 



 

6 

 

Psalm  145                                  

 

 

8 The Lord is gracious and full of compassion, * 

slow to anger and of great kindness.* 

9 The Lord is loving to everyone * 

and his compassion is over all his works.* 

 

10 All your works praise you, O Lord, * 

and your faithful servants bless you.* 

11 They make known the glory of your kingdom * 

and speak of your power;* 

 

12 That the peoples may know of your power * 

and the glorious splendor of your kingdom.* 

13 Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom; * 

your dominion endures throughout all ages.* 

 

14 The Lord is faithful in all his words * 

and merciful in all his deeds.* 

15 The Lord upholds all those who fall; * 

he lifts up those who are bowed down.* 
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Second Reading:  Romans 7:15-25a 

I do not understand my own actions. For I do not do what I want, but I do the very 

thing I hate. Now if I do what I do not want, I agree that the law is good. But in fact it 

is no longer I that do it, but sin that dwells within me. For I know that nothing good 

dwells within me, that is, in my flesh. I can will what is right, but I cannot do it. For I 

do not do the good I want, but the evil I do not want is what I do. Now if I do what I 

do not want, it is no longer I that do it, but sin that dwells within me. 

So I find it to be a law that when I want to do what is good, evil lies close at hand. For 

I delight in the law of God in my inmost self, but I see in my members another law at 

war with the law of my mind, making me captive to the law of sin that dwells in my 

members. Wretched man that I am! Who will rescue me from this body of death? 

Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord! 

Reader    Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.   

People Thanks be to God. 

 

 

All may stand for the Alleluia and Holy Gospel. 

 

Alleluia                                       Celtic Alleluia                                          C. Walker 
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Holy Gospel:   Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30 

Gospeller  The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 

People   Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

Jesus said to the crowd, “To what will I compare this generation? It is like children 

sitting in the marketplaces and calling to one another, 

‘We played the flute for you, and you did not dance; 

we wailed, and you did not mourn.’ 

For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a demon’; the Son of 

Man came eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Look, a glutton and a drunkard, a friend 

of tax collectors and sinners!’ Yet wisdom is vindicated by her deeds.” 

At that time Jesus said, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you 

have hidden these things from the wise and the intelligent and have revealed them to 

infants; yes, Father, for such was your gracious will. All things have been handed over 

to me by my Father; and no one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows 

the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him. 

“Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give 

you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and humble in 

heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is 

light.” 

Gospeller    The Gospel of the Lord.   

People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 

Sermon                                                                   The Rev. Dr. John Gregory Prior  
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All may stand for the Nicene Creed 

Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten 

of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all things 

were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the 

power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was 

made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered 

death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 

Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the 

Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his 

kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from 

the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and 

glorified.  

He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and 

apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life  of the world to come. 

Amen. 

  

Prayers of the People 

The leader will say, “Come, Holy Spirit,” 

Our response will be 

Fill us with new life. 
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Confession   

Celebrant   Merciful God, we trust that you hear us when we pray. We pray to you 

also for the forgiveness of our sins.  
 

                                                          Silence 

Celebrant and People 

God of all mercy, we confess that we have sinned against you, opposing your will 

in our lives. We have denied your goodness in each other, in ourselves, and in the 

world you have created. We repent of the evil that enslaves us, the evil we have 

done, and the evil done on our behalf. Forgive, restore, and strengthen us 

through our Savior Jesus Christ, that we may abide in your love and serve only 

your will. Amen. 

 

                                            The celebrant, stands and says 

Celebrant  Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through 

the grace of Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy 

Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 

Peace 

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People      And also with you. 

 

Greet one another with a sign of God’s peace. 
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HOLY COMMUNION 

Offertory:                        Softly and Tenderly Jesus is Calling                  LEVAS, 101 
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If you would like to make an offering there is a plate at the rear of the church, or if 

electronically, please use the QR code below. 

 

 

Please stand as the gifts are brought forward. 

Eucharistic Prayer 

Celebrant  The Lord be with you. 

People  And also with you. 

Celebrant    Lift up your hearts.  

People  We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

People  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 The Celebrant continues... 

Therefore, joining with Angels and Archangels and with the faithful of every  

generation, we lift our voices with all creation as we sing: 

Sanctus and Benedictus             Holy, Holy, Holy Lord                 Hymnal 1982, S124 

 The Celebrant continues... 

Celebrant    Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

People         Christ has died. 

          Christ is risen. 

                 Christ will come again. 
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The Celebrant continues... 

Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, to you 

be honor, glory, and praise, for ever and ever. AMEN. 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Celebrant   And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 

kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.      

   

The Breaking of the Bread 

A period of silence is kept. 

Fraction                                     Christ Our Passover                        Hymnal 1982, S154       

                                                                 

Please come forward at the invitation: “The gifts of God for the people of God . . .” 

 

Communion Hymn               I, The Lord of Sea and Sky                            WLP, 812     

Prayer after Communion 

Celebrant Let us pray. 

Loving God, we give you thanks for restoring us in your image and nourishing us 

with spiritual food in the Sacrament of Christ’s Body and Blood. Now send us 

forth a people, forgiven, healed, renewed; that we may proclaim your love to the 

world and continue in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen. 
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Blessing and Dismissal 

Celebrant May God the Holy Trinity make your strong in faith and love, defend you 

on every side, and guide you in truth and peace; and the blessing of God Almighty, the 

Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain with you always.  

Amen. 

Celebrant     Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.     
People    Thanks be to God.  

 

Procession Hymn                  O Beautiful for spacious skies              Hymnal 1982, 719 
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Liturgical Ministers 

 

                            Altar Guild: 5 pm & 10 am Joanne Gracia, Lauren Lema                                             

 

                                 Musicians: 10 am Michael DiMucci  

 

                                 Greeters: 5 pm Cory Thurston, Alex Simmons 

                                                    10 am Rick Updegrove, Rita Verespy 

                                                      

                                 Lector and Intercessor: 5 pm Bob Vergnani  

                                                                      10 am Trish Culver 

                                                                              

                                 Crucifer/Server: 5 pm Lauren Lema 

                                                                10 am Paul Westrom 

 

                                   Audio Visual: 10 am Jeff Dugan 

 

                                  

 

The flowers on the altar this week are given in loving memory of the                                 

Ashworth, Bacon & Kempanaar families, by Joanne Gracia & Donna Ashworth. 
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