The Last Sunday After
Epiphany

Holy Eucharist
February 14, 2021 10:30 am

WELCOME TO ST. MARY’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
Our mission is to be a community of Christian worship, well-being and service.

We hope you will experience God’s own welcome in this place and through
our online ministry.

Worship and join us online at www.smcportsmouth.org
or find us on Facebook@smcportsmouth.



EPISCOPAL
DIOCESE
Covenant for Regathering
I promise, to the best of my ability with God’s help, to abide by the guidelines of the Diocese of
Rhode Island and St. Mary’s Episcopal Church, Portsmouth, for participation in church as we
regather during the COVID-19 pandemic.
In fulfillment of the Baptismal Covenant (BCP p. 304-305), I will strive to:

Love my neighbor as myself, I will...

* Wear a mask or scarf over my nose and mouth at all times in church buildings, except
momentarily to receive the sacrament or lead worship by an assigned speaking part, and follow
public health guidelines for hand sanitizing and disinfecting.

* Only attend worship if I am non-symptomatic for the COVID-19 virus or any other
transmittable disease that could compromise the health of another person also attending.

* Abstain from attending if doing so would put me at greater risk due to my own health status.
Respect the dignity of every human being, I will...

= Make no physical contact with people beyond the members of my own household. = Maintain
a six foot or more distance from other members of the congregation.

* Respect any requests for distance, masking, cleaning, and disinfecting to ensure the safety and
comfort level of others.

Seek and serve Christ in all people...
= Support the decisions of my diocesan and congregational leaders.
» Stay connected with others in my community by telephone, video chat, mail, or other means

This is our expectation for all those who wish to worship with us in person. By participating in
our worship, you assume responsibility for following the above.



Gathering

Welcome and Announcements

All may stand at the ringing of the church bell.
Processional Hymn: Christ Whose Glory Fills the Skies
Opening Acclamation

Celebrant ~ Blessed be God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
People And blessed be his kingdom, now and forever. Amen.

Song of Praise: Songs of Thankfulness and Praise (verse 4) Hymnal 1982 #135

The Word of God

Collect of the Day

Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant Let us pray.

O God, who before the passion of your only-begotten Son revealed his glory upon the
holy mountain: Grant to us that we, beholding by faith the light of his countenance,
may be strengthened to bear our cross, and be changed into his likeness from glory to
glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

The people may be seated.

First Reading: 2 Kings 2:1-12

When the Lord was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind, Elijah and
Elisha were on their way from Gilgal. Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here; for the Lord
has sent me as far as Bethel.” But Elisha said, “As the Lord lives, and as you
yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they went down to Bethel. The company of
prophets who were in Bethel came out to Elisha, and said to him, “Do you know
that today the Lord will take your master away from you?” And he said, “Yes, I
know; keep silent.”

Elijah said to him, “Elisha, stay here; for the Lord has sent me to Jericho.” But he
said, “As the Lord lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they
came to Jericho. The company of prophets who were at Jericho drew near to Elisha,
and said to him, “Do you know that today the Lord will take your master away
from you?” And he answered, “Yes, I know; be silent.”



Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here; for the Lord has sent me to the Jordan.” But he
said, “As the Lord lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So the two
of them went on. Fifty men of the company of prophets also went, and stood at
some distance from them, as they both were standing by the Jordan. Then Elijah
took his mantle and rolled it up, and struck the water; the water was parted to the
one side and to the other, until the two of them crossed on dry ground.

When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me what I may do for you,
before I am taken from you.” Elisha said, “Please let me inherit a double share of
your spirit.” He responded, “You have asked a hard thing; yet, if you see me as I
am being taken from you, it will be granted you; if not, it will not.” As they
continued walking and talking, a chariot of fire and horses of fire separated the two
of them, and Elijah ascended in a whirlwind into heaven. Elisha kept watching and
crying out, “Father, father! The chariots of Israel and its horsemen!” But when he
could no longer see him, he grasped his own clothes and tore them in two pieces.

Reader The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.
Psalm 50:1-6

The Lord, the God of gods, has spoken; *

he has called the earth from the rising of the sun to its setting.
Out of Zion, perfect in its beauty, *

God reveals himself in glory.

Our God will come and will not keep silence; *
before him there is a consuming flame,

and round about him a raging storm.

He calls the heavens and the earth from above *
to witness the judgment of his people.

"Gather before me my loyal followers, *

those who have made a covenant with me

and sealed it with sacrifice."

Let the heavens declare the rightness of his cause; *
for God himself is judge.



Second Reading: 2 Corinthians 4:3-6

Even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. In their case the
god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from
seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. For
we do not proclaim ourselves; we proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord and ourselves as
your slaves for Jesus’ sake. For it is the God who said, “Let light shine out of
darkness,” who has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the
glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.

Reader The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

All may stand for the Gospel Procession
Gospel Procession: Alle, Alle, Alle Angotti

Holy Gospel: Mark 9:2-9

Gospeller ~ The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, and led them up a high mountain
apart, by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, and his clothes became
dazzling white, such as no one on earth could bleach them. And there appeared to
them Elijah with Moses, who were talking with Jesus. Then Peter said to Jesus,
“Rabbij, it is good for us to be here; let us make three dwellings, one for you, one for
Moses, and one for Elijah.” He did not know what to say, for they were terrified.
Then a cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud there came a voice, “This is
my Son, the Beloved; listen to him!” Suddenly when they looked around, they saw
no one with them any more, but only Jesus.

As they were coming down the mountain, he ordered them to tell no one about
what they had seen, until after the Son of Man had risen from the dead.

Gospeller The Gospel of the Lord.
People Praise to you, Lord Christ

Sermon The Rev. Jennifer Pedrick

All may stand for the Nicene Creed.



The Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of
all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of
the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten,
not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For
us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy
Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our
sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On
the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into
heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory
to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the
Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and
apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We
look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life ¥ of the world to come. Amen.

Prayers of the People

Let us pray for the Church, for our nation and for the world. God of abundance be
present with the leaders and staff of St. Mary’s as we prepare for the annual meeting.
Give us clear vision and gratitude as we reflect on the past year and as you guide us
forward.

Silence

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

Help us to stay curious and engaged as you are revealing the truth of your mercy and
love. In this season of transition and revelation help us to see, hear, and know how you
are present. Keep us active in the pursuit of justice and peace. Help us to follow Jesus,
as healers in our families, the church and our local community.

Silence

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.



Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation,that we may be healers in the
climate crisis. Keep us grateful for the gifts that sustain and delight us, and mindful of
their source.

Silence

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

We pray for our government, for essential workers, for scientists and all those in the
medical profession. We pray for all educators and parents. May all leaders and workers
be blessed with strength and skill for the healing of your people everywhere.

For the special needs and concerns of this congregation, remembering especially
Priscilla, Judith, Michael, Pauline, Kathy, David, Marilyn, residents and staff of
Blenheim Newport and those we name aloud...

Pause for the people to add their own petitions.

Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; give them courage and
hope in their troubles, and bring them the joy of your salvation.

Silence

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

We commend to your mercy all who have died, remembering all who have died of
Covid-19 throughout the world, and for those we name aloud...

Pause for the people to add their own petitions.
Silence

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

We pray to you also for the forgiveness of our sins.

Silence



Most merciful God,

we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,

by what we have done,

and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,

have mercy on us and forgive us;

that we may delight in your will,

and walk in your ways,

to the glory of your Name. Amen.

The Celebrant says,

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins
through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all
goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in
eternal life. Amen.

The Peace

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People  And also with you.

Offertory Hymn: Softly and Tenderly, Jesus is Calling

The Holy Communion

If you would like to make an offering, please do so on line or when you come for drive
through Holy Communion.

The people may stand for the Eucharistic Prayer.

Eucharistic Prayer

Celebrant The Lord be with you.

People And also with you.

Celebrant Lift up your hearts.

People We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

People It is right to give our thanks and praise.



The celebrant continues...

...Therefore, we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all
the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your
Name:

Sanctus and Benedictus: Mass of Christ the Savior Schutte

The celebrant continues...

Celebrant Therefore, according to his command, O Father,
People We remember his death,

We proclaim his resurrection,

We await his glory;

The celebrant continues. ..

...By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory
is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.

The Lord’s Prayer

Celebrant And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread
A period of silence is kept.
Fraction: Mass of Christ the Savior Schutte

Communion Music: Taste and See
Moore



Prayer after Communion
Celebrant Let us pray.

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in
the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and
grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness
of heart; through Christ our Lord Amen.

The Blessing and Dismissal

Celebrant May Christ, the Son of God, be manifest in you, that your lives may be a light
to the world; and the blessing ¥ of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy
Spirit, be among you, and remain with you always. Amen.

Celebrant Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
People  Thanks be to God.

Closing Song: Alleluia! Sing to Jesus
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